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Co Thomas Allen, Kt. ? 
Sir Jobr: Frederick, Kt. 
Sir John Lawrence, Kt. 
Sir Robert Clayton, Kt. | Alder men of the 
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Sir Patience Ward, Kt. | DON 
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Sir Thomas Gold, Kt. 
Sir Joh Shorter Kt. and 
Henry Corniſh, Eſq) 


And to the Worſhipful 


Thomas Pilkington, Eſq; A-7 The Worthy 
nother of the Aldermen | SHERIFFS 
% of the ſaid City, and tor the year 
\* Samnel Shute, Eſq; 3 Palt. 


Sir Thomas Player,Kt. Chamberlain of the ſame, 
\ Thomas Papillion, Eſq; 
Joha Dubois, Eiqz 


And toall the reſt of thoſe Eminent Ci- 
tizens who have ſo worthily aſlerted the Rights, 
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RE ADE R; 


F Antiquity and Duration, wealth 
and riches, ſtrength and power, 
can make a City famous ; If an ho- 
nourable renown, viſible grandeur, and 
unparalleF'd priviledges may render her 
glorous in the eyes of the World : If the 
Spirit of her Citizens, inftuence of her 
attions, and a continued train of Suc- 
ceſſes can juſtly give her the denomina- 
tion of powerful ; Then may this great 
ancient , and renowned City of Lon- 
don deſervedl be eſteem*d one of the 
eminenteſt Cities of the;Univerſe,unleſs 
the Lie be given to the moſt Authentick 
of all our Engliſh Hiſtorians, and we 
muſt not, like the Papiſts, believe our 
own eyes, nor give credit to our ears, 
but bid adieu to all rational knowledge, 
and deny the force of true Logical 1t- 
lations , inferences , and concluſions, 
Such 
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TO THE READER! 
Such being the ſubjeA, of this follow- 
ing Treatiſe , purpoſely deſign'd for a 
demonſiration of Londons power, and 
a convincing argument of the irreſiſtible 
influence of her actions over all the Na- 
tion for many hundreds of years, flrong- 
ly founded on undeniable Truths, and 
throughout carried on, in an uninter- 
rupted ſeries of affairs, by a train of 
inflances and examples, and an unbro- 
hen chain of induftions : And being 
conſcious to my ſelf of no baſe ſlurs 
nor abuſes ingentilely impos'd upon the 
faith of any one, by falſe quotations, 
corrupting of Authors, or wilful mi- 
ftakes, as knowing my ſelf eaſily dif- 
prov/d if puilty, and therefore ſo much 
the more cautious, by how much the 
more certain, that theſe Papers would 
be made to undergo the ſevere Ordeal of 
a ftrift andrigid examination from a 
critical age, I am apt to flatter my 

felf into the hopes of being accepted a- 
mong the livers and admirers of this 
Honourable City, and of having pre- 

ſented 


TO THEREADER. 


ſented the worthy Citizens with ſome- 


what grateful, pleaſing, and delight- 
ful to their palates, becauſe treating of 
their Anceſtors glory and renown, their 
own power , and the neceſſary conſe- 
quence thereof, the grand influence of 
their publick ations and fixt reſoluti- 
ons upon the Councils of this Kingdom. 
But whether my truſt and confidence in 
my own poor abilities, and my hopes 
are ſo good, as my ambition is preat 10 
ſerve this Honourable City, and I have 
any ſound reaſons to believe it within 


| the ſphear of my Capacity , and the 


power of my pen, to lay any thing look- 
ing like an obligation upon the worſhip- 
ful Citizens thereof , others are the 
anoft proper judges, and the event will 
beft jbew. If any, out of prejudice to 
the ſubje and a cenſorious Spirit, ſhall 
lay it to my charge, that the whole book 
looks refleive, in anſwer to the impu- 
tation, I ſhall humbly deſire this favour 
at his hands, that he would be pleas d 
to give himſelf the trouble of turning to 


the 


TO THE READER 
the Authors, to whom F ſo often refer; 
and thence he may be abundantly-ſatis* 
fied of my honefly and ſincerity, if he 
be not over much prejudic d already, or 
of ſo narrow a Soul, as to be wholly and 
altogether byaſs'd to the intereſt of any 
one particular party againſt the plaineſt 
evidence of ſenſe , reaſon, and truth, 
Beſides in my further vindication I can 
aſſure him, that a great part hereof was 
drawn up the Iaſt Autumn, and un- 
deniably prove it too, by demonſtrative 
Arguments, if need were. $0 that if 
it had appear d in the world ſo early, 
as was at firſt deſigned, though I have 
been unwillingly hindered hitherto,ſome 
on the other fide might have been by 


this time ready to have term d it pre-" 


difive : Though it was never intend- 
ed as the off-ſpring of Prophecy or A- 
ftrology, but only the reſult of an or- 
dinary judement, and common foreſight, 
grounded on eaſy unforc d dedulions 
from plain hiſtorical truths, and the ap- 
parent conſequences of things aledon 
| the 
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TO THE READER. 


the Engliſh lage heretofore. Therefore 
I ſhall not value the impertinence of 
weekly Obſervations, nor dread the 


doughty remarks of the whole Tribe of 
common ordinary Scriblers, as thinking 
my ſelf ſecure within the ſtrength of the 
argument , and the authorities here 
produc'd to confirm and illuſtrate it ; 
whereupon, I am bold to defie the art 
and malice of evil minded men to diſ- 
prove me in any thing neceſſarily ma- 
terial as to the ſubſtantial part thereof, 
though as to what concerns any of the 
leſſer Errata, I hope the courteous Rea- 
der will be ſo much a Gentleman, as 
19 look on them but as venial errours, 
and favourably paſs over thoſe ſlips of 
my Pen, if he apprehend any ſuch, as 
unavoidable weakneſſes always incident 
to human frailty. For I proſeſs my ſelf 
rather a Tranſcriber than an Author, 
and efteem this Relation the produtt of 
my reading more than the iſſue of my 
train ; Which if it may be in any wiſe 
edvantagecus to the publick, and ac- 


ceptable 


TO THE READER: 


ceptable to the Learned and Ingenious; 
T know not -hut, upon good encourage- 
ment, 1 may be ready enough to pro- 
duce ſomewhat elſe more extenſive , 
than to the Rights of "one particular 
City, though it be. acknowledoed time 
out of mind to have been the Epitome 
and Abridement of the Kingdom. 


— 


Londinum Triumphans: ; 


OW conſiderable a Figure the City of 

London makes in the preſent Govern- 

ment, is conceaÞ'd (I ſuppoſe) but from 

few in the Land : But the Influence its 

Actions have had upon the Afﬀairs of 

the Nation in paſt Ages, is not ſo generally known. 
The Glory and Splendor of this Noble City, is 
ſo obvious to the Eyes of the Curious, that they 
cannot rationally conceive it to be the Work of a 
Day, or an Age ; but that, like other.Cities emi- 
nent in Story, it hath riſen up by Degrees from 
ſmall Beginnings, to its preſent Greatneſs, through 
a long Traft of Time, and the Concurrence of ma- 
ny conſiderable Circumſtances to make it Famous. 
The Original of this City is ſufficiently acknow- 
ledg'd to be Antient ; but where to fix the true and 
certain Bounds of its Antiquity, is not ſo eaſily a- 
greed upon by Writers. What one ſets down for 
a Truth, another many-times.eſteems to be Fabu- 
lons. Scarce any thing being more common a- 
mongſt the Learned, than to have different Senti- 
ments about the Original of Things, and be at vya- 
riance amongſt themſelves about the firſt Begin- 
nings of Times and Places. True indeed, we can 
deduce the very firſt Origine of the World, from 
the Sacred Leaves of Holy Writ ; but They, who 
haye not had the Benefit > 2p Heavenly Oracles, 
| or 
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or do not with Us believe their Divine Verity, are 
compell'd to grope in the Miſts of Darkneſs and 
Confulion, while they ſearch after the Firſt Exi- 
ſtence of all Things in the Writings of Prophane 
Authors. The prime Pieces of Antiquity, that we 
meet with amongſt the Heathers, are the Theban,and 
the Trojan Wars; and thoſe too ſullied with the 
Fabulous Narrations of their Poetical Writers. 
Beſides which, we ſcatce find amongſt them any 
thing deſerving Credence, and Behiet, except the 
mention of the Argonawt's Voyage, and a few Pal- 
ſages more: All the reſt are hudled up in ſuch a 
confuſed Maſs of Fables and Fictions. And yet 
theſe ſo celebrated Pieces bear Date ſome hundreds 
of Years after the Flood. So ſhort do the Prophane 
Writings fall of the Divine, even in Tume, as well 
as Truth ; unleſs we account the Dynaſtyes of the 
e/Egyptian Kings,(mentioned by ſome Writers wor- 
thily eſteem'd Fabulous) for true Hiſtory, and make 
any Reckoning of ſome Men's Relations ; who tell 
us of Chrozologies amongſt the Chineſes, of Thou- 
ſands of Years before.the Creation, according to our 
Account : The whole Trauſattions whereof, they 
would do well to produce in our European World, 
that we might be able to judge, what Credit ought 
to be given to their Words ; and not any longer 
ſuſpect, that they ſhield themſelves under the Pro- 
tection of the Priviledge antiently allow'd to Poers 
and Travellers. 

Secing then, in theſe Humane Writings, we are 
left ſo much in the Dark, in what concerns the 
Firſt Being of the Univerſe ; we have little Reaſon 
to wonder at the variety of Men's Opinions about 
the Settling of Nations, and firſt Inhabitiug of 
Countries : Much leſs are we to admire, that the 
Foundations of Anticnt Cities are inyoly'd in ſo 

muck 


41* 'V « CÞ) pas () Os £3 BaHly 


mn FRO na M © 


RO 


[3] 


much Obſcurity, that we can ſcarce trace them up 
to their Original, without being often put to the 
ſtand in our Searches; as finding but little certain 
Truth, mix't with a great deal of apparent Falſ- 
hood. Therefore, I hope, the Courreous Reader 
will the more readily pardon what he meets with 
of Humane Infirmity and Frailty, in this Attempt ; 
and paſs over the Errata's he finds in this Hiſtorical 
Relation, as Venial Faults. 

SHOULD I lay the Foundation of this Ho- 
nourable City in the Days of Brzte, I might to ſome 
ſeem a Relater of Fables. Should 1 not trace its O- 
riginal ſo high, others. might be apt to think, I 
lighted its Antiquity. So difficult a thing it is to 
pleaſe all,ſo ina manner impoſlible to diſpleaſe none. 
Let me do the utmoſt of my Endeavours to avoid 
the Imputation of ſeeming Fabulous, I ſhould ne- 
vertheleſs be in doubt, where ſafely to fix, by rea- 
ſon of the different Eſteem Men have of different A- 
ges. One preferring This,Another That,and a Third 
(perhaps) valuing Neither; asthinking the Relation 
ot Things done in Times, ſo far diſtant from Ours, 
not worth our Regard. Wherefore, rather chuſing 
thePart of a Faithful Hiſtorian, than courting Men's 
Favour and Applauſe, I ſhall deliver ſome ofthe moſt 
material Paſſages, which 1 find of this Antient City 
upon Record : Only, with this Requeſt unto the 
Reader, That as he ſees Cauſe, he would judge of 
me as an Impartial Relater, without thinking me 
over ready to give Credit to all, that Authors have 
ſaid of thoſe Elderly Times. 


The Trojan War hath beenſo Celebrated by, Ho- 
mer's Pen, that the Fall of Troy may deſervedly be 
judg'd to have rais'd it higher upon the Wings of 
Fame, than if it had ſtill continued in its antient 

B 2 Grandeur, 
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Grandeur.. For I find it to have been the Ambiti- 
on of 'many Writers, in ſome Ages paſt, to draw 
the Original of their own Natious, from ſome 
War-like Hero of the Trojan Race. The Romans 
Glory in the Trojan Blood, as drawing their Pedi- 
gree from e/£reas, and the Trojans, that he brought 
with him into /raly. Padua 1s deriv'd from Ante- 
nor, another Trojan Leader. And not to mention 
any more, Brute deſcended of Areas, with his 
Trojans, is ſaid by ſome to have given Original to 
the Britiſh Nation. That this hath been the En- 
deavours of ſome Authors, is plain enough, as be- 
ing Matter of FaCt ; but the Reaſon of this De- 
fign is not ſo obvious, unleſs it may be lawful to 
conjecture, That in the groſler Times of Popery, 
the Scriptures being kept from the Eyes of the Vul- 
gar, by being lock't up in unknown Languages, 
and the Mdonki(Þ Writers _— either Will or A- 
bility to peruſe them ; and ſo becoming ignorant 
of Divine Hiſtory, thought it the readieſt way to 
ennoble their own Nations, by deriving themfrom 
ſome of the Antienteſt Hero's, that they meet with 
in Heathen Story, Or elſe, depending upon Rome, 
as their Mother-Church, they were delirous to vye 
with her in their Original, as well as accord with 
her in Religion. Whether Brute Neſcended from 
<Aineas, by a Son of his Eldeſt Son Aſcanins, or by 
his Younger Son, born of Lawna, 1s a Point not 
fully decided 'among Hiſtorians. 

This Brute, Exil'd his Country (according to 
ſome) for having accidentally flain his Father, with 
his Trojans, after many Chances, . and Dangers 
| , Is faid to have directed his Courſe towards 
" this Weſtern Iſland, by-the Advice of Diana, which 
he recerv'd in his Sleep, in an Old Temple of hers, 


ſtanding in a Part. of Africa, In his Sailing hi- 


therwardy 
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therward, he met with (it ſeems) a ſmall Navy 
of Trojan Ships, under the Condudt of his Nephew 
Corinews; and joyning together, at length, after 
other Dangers over-paſt, he Landed in Cormwal, at 
a Place ſince known by the Name of Torneſs. This 
was in the Year ſince the Worlds Creation, 4063. 
according to Fabian, (who profelles to follow the 
Account of the LXX.) about the Time of Ely's be- 
ing High-Prieſt in /rael, Forty Years after the 
DeſtruCtion of Troy, (which: is held by ſome to 
have fall'n out in the Time of Abdox's being Judge 
in Jſrac!) before the Building of Rome Four Hun- 
dred and twenty Years, before our Savour Chriſt's 
- Incarnation , One Thouſand One Hundred and 


| Thirty Six. But in this Point Chronologers differ : 


Stow places it Anno Mund. 2855. before Chri#t's 
Nativity 1108. 

After Brute's Landing, in his Searching the Coun- 
try, he is ſaid to have deſtroy'd I know not how 
many great and mighty Gyants ; one whereof, na- 
med Gogmagog, wreſtled forſooth with Corinens ; 
and having of him caught a Fall down Dover-Clifts, 
left his Name to the Place. "Thoſe Aonkiſh Wri- 
ters ſcarce thinking their Hero's Valour ſufficient- 
ly Celebrated, unleſs they make them meet with, 
and encounter ſome ſuch Gygantick Adventures ; 
where the little Knight ſhall be ſure to over-come 
the great Gyant. 

Brute having, beſtowed Corzwal upon Corinexs, af- 
ter. he had throughly ſearched the Land, for the 
Pleaſure he took in Thames, he laid There (as we 
are told) the Foundation of a City, about the Se- 
cond Year after his Landing ia this Ifle ; and, in 
remembrance of Old Troy, named it Troynovant : 
which Name it held till the Time of King Ld, 
near upon One Thouſand and Sixty Eight, Years 3 
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from whom *twas named Lud's-Town, afterwards 
London, as ſhall be declared in Proceſs of Story. 

What Repute and Eſteem this City was of in 
thoſe Days, as being Builded by the Firſt Founder 
of the Britiſh Empire, 1 ſhall leaye to the Reader's 
Conſideration; who may find it honoured with 
the Sepulture of many of their Kings, as of Brute 
himſelf, and his Eldeſt Son Locrine, to whom in the 
Diviſion made by his Father, fell Middle England 
for his Share; wherein [roynovant was ſituated : 
To whom may be added Cunedagins, and Gorbodug 
the Father of Ferrex and Porre:x, the Laſt of Brute's 
Line. 

But now the Coaſt begins to clear up a little 
more, after the Storms of Civil Wars, by the Suc- 
ceſs of Mulmutins Dunwallo, Son of Cloton, Duke 
of Cornwal. This Dunwallo having vanquiſhed 
the other Competitors, and ſettled the Land, 
cauſed a Temple to be builded in Troynovart, and 
named it the Temple of Peace ; the fame (accord- 
ing to ſome Men's Opinions) that now is called 
Blackwell- Hill, a Place well known to the Clothiers. 
His Fame is much increas'd by the many good Or- 
dinances he made, which were called /Aulmurins's 
Laws, and uſed long after his Decealc. 

That this City of Troynovart, was of Repute and 
Renown in this ſo Famous a Man's Days, is hard- 
ly to be doubted of by him, that conſiders ſo e- 
minent a Circumſtance, as the Building of a Tem- 
ple of Peace within the Circuit of this City, as an 
Effect of that Peace he had ſo happily ſettled in the 
Land; and, it may be, in Gratitude to the Citizens, 
who probably favour'd his Cauſe, and ſo might 
much influence' his Aftions and Enterprizes. In 
the ſame Temple of Peace was he laid after his Death, 
which he had been the Occaſion of Building in his 
Life, la 
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In the Time of Belinws and Brennus, his Sons, af- 
ter their Reconcilement & Accord, we read of their 
going to Troynovant, with their Lords andFriends ; 
where, after many things ordered for the Common 
Benefit of the Land, they joyntly agrecu ro lead 
both their Hoſts over the Sea, to ſubdue other 
Countrys ; the Smart of which Voyage the Ro- 
mans felt ſufficiently under Brennus, and his Gauls. 
By Belinws we find, that an Haven was built in 
the ſame Troynovant, with a Gate over it, call'd e- 
yen at this Day, Belings-gate; on whoſe Pinnacle 
was ſet a Brazen Veſlel, which contain'd the Aſhes 
of his Body, burnt after his Death. In this City 
we likewiſe find, that Gurguintrs was Buried, and 
alſo Gmenrellirs, his Son ; from whoſe Wife Mar- 
cia came the Marcian- Law, fam'd long after a- 
mong, the Britains and Saxons. 

Theſe being of ſome Eminency in their Lives,and 
Buried in this City after their Deaths; It may,I pre- 
ſume, ſafely be concluded, That they lived moſt 
therein, as their Principal City, and the Metro- 
polis of the Realm. Yet we read of other Cities of 
Note, in thoſe Times, and after ; as of York, for 
one, where Archigallo(before depos'd by his Lords, 
for his 11] Government) was, through the Inter- 
ceſſion of El;durus his Brother, then Reigning, at 
a Councel of the Britains by him call'd, reſtor'd ta 
his former Dignity; When the ſame Elidurms had 
gain'd the Aſſent of his Barons, andthe good Will 
of the Commons. 

However, Troynovant ſeems, in thoſe Days, to 
have been eſteem'd a Place of Security; and menti- 
on of a Tower therein we find, on Occaſion of the 
ſame foremention'd Elidurus's being ſent thither by 
his unkind younger Brothers, to be ſafely kept as 
a Priſoner therein? 
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The ſucceeding Times are ſo barbarons, that but 
little conſiderable is left upon Record, concerning 
any Actions then done ; untill we come to the 
Reign of Lud, Eldeſt Son of Heli, which began a- 
bout Sixty Six Years before our Bleſſed Saviours In- 
garnation, according, to Stow. 

This Man is much prais'd by the Hiſtorian, for 
his Worthy Actions, and Honourable Deeds; for 
his Valour, Liberality, and Hoſpitzble Houſe- 
keeping ; and his repairing Old Cities, and Towns. 
Eſpecially in Troynovant he is Recorded to have 
cauſed many Buildings to be made, encompaſſin 
it alſo round with a ſtrong Wall of Lime and 
Stone. i In the Weſt-Part whereof ſtands a Gate 
by him Builded, and known, even at this Day, by 
the Name of Ludgate. For his Love to this City, 
he uſed moſt to abide therein; Whereupon it was 
called Caer-Lnd, or Lud's Town: Whence by Cor- 
Tuption, and ſhortning of Words, comes the pre- 
ſent Name London; whereby it ſhall be called for 
the future, and the former Name, Troynovant, laid 
aſide in this following Relation. Lud ding after an 
Honourable Reign, he was Buried in the aforemen- 
tioned Gate of his, named Porr-Lud, or Lud-gate; 
where are yet ſtanding the Statues of Him, and his 
Sons, as a laſting Monument of his Memory. 

In Caſſibellar's Reign, the next Succeſſour, (but 
whether Son or Brother to Lud, is not agreed up- 
on by all Authors) we find conſiderable mention 
made of London in the Story, through Occaſion of 
Caſſubellar's ViEtory over the Romans, newly Land- 
ed under the Leading of Fulius Ceſar, and twice 
repelled by the Britaw's Valour. London was the 
Place appointed by the King, to Celebrate this 


; © ViCtory, return Thanks to his Gods, and Rewards 


fo his Valourous Knights, Here #herefore we read 
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of a great Aſſembly held of his Lords and Knights, 
and of the King's keeping a Noble and Solemn 
Feaſt for all Comers, and the Exerciſe of all kind 
of Games in thoſe Days uſed. But Difference a- 
riſing at the Wreſtling between a couple of Young 
Noble Knights, allied, Oze of them to the King, 
and the Other to Androgens, Earl or Duke of Lon- 
don, (as he is ſomewhere called) and from Words 
theſe Hotſpurs coming to Blows, occaſion'd ſuch 
ſideing and variance amongſt the Company, that 
many were wounded, and the Kings Nephew 
ſ1:in, to the great diſturbance of the Court. 

For Diſguſt hence growing between the King 
and 414-725, (to whom the King had given the 
City of London, with the Dukedome or Earldome of 
Kent, beſides an Honourable Education, ſuitable 
to his Birth, he being Zud's Eldeſt Son, and fo 
Heir to the Kingdom, according to ſome Writers, 
the other being but his ay. and this Diſguſt 
procncing War, wherein the King was likely to 

much the ſtronger z Androgews recalls Ceſar, 
with his Romans, to his Aid, and aſſiſts them in 
their Landing ; and joyning his whole Power, 
ſoon turn'd the Scales, bringing Victory to the 
Romans, and an Overthrow and Loſs of their an- 
ciept Freedome to Caſſibellan, and his Britains. So 
conſiderable was the Aſſiſtance, that Androgeus, 
with his Londoners, and other Knights, brought 
to the Enemy : So difficult was it, even to Ce/ar 
himſelf, to Conquer Britain, having been more 
than once foil'd by the Britains. Ceſar tells us of 
the Trynobants being the ſtrongeſt of all thoſe Cries 
(by which underſtand London) which ſubmitted to 
him ; over whomhe placed, at their requeſt, one 
Mandubratius, whoſe Father, their chief Lord or 
Ruler, Caſſibelax had before Slain. Be theſe two 
| | ” | Hiſtoriey 
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Hiſtories the ſame or different; yet either, I be- 
lieve, will ſerve to make good my Aſſertion of 
Londons Power, Fame, and Eſteem, in thoſe anci- 
ent Times. 

Though Britain was hereby made Tributary ; 
yet Idonot find, that Londer loſt it's Eſteem. For 
Tenancius1sfaid to be Buried here; and alſo Cunobe- 
lin s or Kymveline, his Son, both King's after Caſſi- 
bellan. In this Xymbeline's Days, near about the 
Ninetcenth Year of his Reign, or Fourteenth, ac- 
cording to Stow, OurBleſſed Saviour, Chriſt Feſus, 
was Born, as Is the Opinion of moſt Writers. 
Henceforth therefore, leaving off the Old way of 
accounting from the World's Creation, I ſhall fol- 
low the Chriſtian manner of Computation, reck- 
oning from the Birtl: of our Lond Chriſt (which 
was in the Forty Second Year of Auguſtus's Em- 
pire) as aſurer, and more certain way. 

Except the Crowning of Arviragus in London, 1 
find but little mention of this Honourable City, till 
the Reign of King Lucius, who being eſteemed by 
many the firſt Chriſtian King in the World, turn'd 
the Arch-flamins-See at London into an Arch-Biſho- 
prick ; the Names of ſome of which Arch-Biſhops 
we meet with ever and anon in Story, as ſuch who 
had a conſiderable Power 1n the Land. . 

About 225. London was of ſuch Strength, that 
Aletus, with his Romans, (as Fabian relates) be- 
ing over-preſs'd by the Britains, under the Lead- 
ing of Ajclepiodotus, choſe this City for his Refuge, 
as being then (it ſeems) of greateſt Security ; and 
Me being afterwards ſlain, Livins Gallus, another 
Roman Leader, manfully deſended himſelf, and his 
Romans, in the ſame City, then clofely beſieged 
by the Britajns ; till in their entring, he was ſlain 
near a Riverrunning thereby, and thrown there- 
into z 
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into; which occaſioned it afterwards, to be call'd 
Gallus, or Wallus-Brook : Some Memorial whereof 
we find remaining at this Day, in the Street now 
ſtanding, where that River ſometimes ran, and 
known by the Name of Wall-brook, 

After the Departure of the Romans out of this 
Land, many Outrages being committed herein by 
the Pits and Scots, in the Time of the Emperour 
Honorius, we read of a Councel kept at London, 
by the Arch-Biſhop, with the nobleſt and wiſeſt of 
the Britains, to conſult of ſome Remedy for the 
many Miſeries then hanging over their Country, 
by reaſon of their Enemies Strength,and their own 
Inability to defend themſelves ; as being then under 
no certain Head. The Reſult of which Meeting 
was to deſire Aid of the King of Little Britazrn, 
which they by Embaſly obtain'd under the ConduCt 
of his Brother Conſtantinus; and, after Vittory by 
him gain'd over their Enemies, Crown'd him King 
of the Land, according to their Promiſe before 
made. 

Here wasa turn of Aﬀairs effeted by the Con- 
ſult at London. Another Change we find, not long 
after, through the Treachery of Yortiger, ard the 
Pitt, who flew Conſtantinus's Son, Conſtantins then 
King, and preſented his Head to the aforenam'd 
Vortiger, then at London. Which City doubtleſs, 
in thoſe Days, was of much Eſteem and Regard ; 
and thereupon Yortiger (whobarethe Chief Rule in 
the Kingdom at that time, though the other had 
the Name of King) probably was much reſident 
therein ; expeCting, it may be, and waiting for 
the Performance of this Treaſonable Aft; that he, 
being on the Place, might have the better Oppor- 
tunityto careſs the Chief of that Eminent City. 
'Tis certain, we find him afterwards endeayour- 
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ing to cajole the People, by the great Sorrow and 
Heavineſs he made ſhew of for the Kings Death, 
and by putting the accurſed Traytors to Death, 
for their Wicked Fact, according to the Law of 
the Land. 

Thus many Love the Treaſon well enough,when 
ſucceſsful, who nevertheleſs hate the Traytors, 
after their own Turns be ſerv'd. 

This is that Yortzger, ſo Infamous in the Britiſh 
Story, for his own Vices; as Inceſt with his own 
Daughter, Adultery, &c. and the Vices of the 
Times under him. For we read, that Vice was 
then accounted of ſmall, or no Offence. Leachery 
reigned amongſt the Spiritualty and Temporalty. 
Every one turned the Point of his Spear againſt 
the true and innocent Man ; and the Commons gave 
themall to Idleneſs and Drunkenneſs ; whence en- 
ſued Fighting, Strife, and much Envy. After the 
King's Example, the World runs a gadding, is 
a Saying commonly too true. As this Yortiger 
gain'd his Power by Treachery, ſo he Reigned 
In a manner Precariouſly. For he was ſo perplex- 
ed, on the one ſide, for fear of the Return of Con- 
fantinus's ſurviving Sons, to claim the Kingdome ; 
and theLand, on the other ſide, ſo harraſs'd by 
the In-rodes of the P:&#s and Scots, that he was af- 
ter a ſort compell'd to ſend for the Heathen Saxons, 
who came (under their Leaders Heng:iſt and Horus) 
to ſupport him, about Four Hundred and Fifty 
Years after Our Saviours Birth. 

The coming in of theſe Strangers prov'd but 
(asit were) the beginning of Miſeries, For being 
once let in, they ſoon began to Play their Reakes 
in the Land ; and neverleft, till by introduceing 
more Colonies, they had ſettled themſelves, and 
Ciipoſleſſed the Britains of the beſt of the Cong 
LT rene ey sporogee nee 9 "Neither 
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Neither was it any great wonder, that the poor 
Commons endur'd ſuch Miſeries from theſe New- 
come Gueſts, when as their Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral Guides were ſo given up to all manner of De- 
bauchery. One of Hengi##'s Pranks we find to be, 
his Treacherous ſlaying of the Britiſh Lords at 
Stonehenge, on Salisbury Plains, under pretence of 
a Treaty for Peace. But the better to work out 
his own Ends, he is faid to have fav'd the King a- 
live, whom he knew to have become his Enemy in 
ſhew, more out of Conſtraint for fear of his Brizzſh 
Lords, than for any Hatred towards him ; he -ha- 
ving him ſufficiently intangled in the Snares of his 
Daughter Rowens Beauty. So common a thing is 
it for crafty ſubtle Men, to ſerve their own Ends, 
by working upon anothers Luſts, through the Me- 
diation of an handſome Face, and Profſtitute 
Body. 

We read of the Saxor's having got London under 
their Rule ; but whether by their own Power, or 
the King's Gift, I find not clearly mention'd. 
That he gave Kent, and other Counties to Hengift, 
is declar'd by the Hiſtorian. It may be, that he 
gave them alſo London to curb it ; for fear leaſt the 
Citizens ſhould joyn with Con#tantinus's Sons 
(whoſe Return hemuch dreaded) and aſlift themto 
regain their Fathers Kingdom. 

Henceforward, for {ome time, we are not to 
expect to find London ſo Conſiderable in Power, 
under the Saxon Heptarchy, as it was before, and 
after. But when all the Seven were reduc'd into 
one Kingdome, and the Aﬀairs of the Land ſettled 
in a little more Peace and Quietneſs, London began 
again more and more to Flouriſh, and ſoon roſe up 
to 1uch an height, that it became the fixt Metropo- 
lis of the Nation. o 
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Yet in the Time of the Saxon's Heptarchy, we find 
mention made of this Noble City ſeveral times, 
and on ſeveral Occaſions. As upon account of 
Morared's chooſing this City to - Crown'd in, 
when he rebelVd againſt King Arthur : The hold- 
ing ofit by Mordred's Son againſt Conſtantine, Son 
of Cader, till he was ſlain: TheFlying away of the 
Biſhops of London and York, and other. Miniſters, 
with their Goods and Reliques, for fear of the 
Saxons Cruelty under. Ethelfride; Whereby the 
Commonalty were left without Spiritual Guides, 
the City without Her chief Paſtors : The ſetting 
up an Arch-Biſhoprick there, by Auitsne the Monk, 
and the making of elitus Biſhop of the ſame, in 
Ethelbert's Days: The Building of St. Pauls ei- 
ther by the ſame Ethelbert, or elſe by Sigebert King 
of the Eaſt- Angles, as ſome affirm. 

Inthis Erhelbert's Time, we read in Fabian, of 
the Building the Firſt Church of Weſtminſter, in 
Honour oft. Peter, by a Citizen of Lovdon, in the 
Welt-End of London, ina Place called Thorny, (now 
Weſtminſter) which before was over-grown with 
Buſhes and Briars. Byt Sow affirms Sebert, King 
of the Eaſt Saxons, to have Built it. 

In the Time of Erhelwolph, Son of Egbert, King 
of the We#t-Saxons, London is ſaid to be ſpoild by 
the Dares; and ſo not likely then to be of any 
great-Strength, though we find the Danes draw- 
ing themſelves thitherward, in Alured or Alfred's 
Days, after an Agreement concluded between 
them. 

But now again, begins this City tobe often men- 
tioned in Story, and grows more Famous every 
Day, after that King Alwred, having ViCtorioufly 
repeal 'd the Danes, return'd thereunto, repair'd: 
thoſe Places, that before had beeg injur'd by the 
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Danes, and committed it to the Guiding of Fthel- 
red, Earl or Duke of Mercia, who was his Son-in- 


' Law, by Marrying his Daughter Elfleda. 


Hence may we date another Beginning, as it 
were, of it's Glory and Luſtre, from this new 
ReſurreCtion out of the Aſhes of its former Ruines. 
Some of the next News we hear of this Honourable 
City, isof the Londoner's beating away the Danes ; 
who Landing in S«ſſex, and comeing to the Town 
of Lewes, and thence towards London, had Builded 
a Caſtle near the River of Lewes, the more to an- 
noy the Country ; but the Citizens Valour, with 
the Countrys Help, ſoon demoliſhed it. 

In the Reign of Edward, the Eldeſt Son to the 
forenamed Alured, we find London thought ſo con- 
ſiderable, that the King took it under his own 
Rule, not entruſting even his own Siſter there- 
with ; thinking it probably too important a Charge, 
to be committed to any Subject, never ſo nearly 
related tohim ; becauſe of the Power that would 
accrue to the Poſleſſor thereof, and the Danger 
might thereby happen to him. (the King) in thoſe 
troubleſome Times, upon any the leaſt Difference 
ariſing between them. 4 

When Egelred or Etheldred, Son of Edgar, rul'd 
the Land, we read of the Dares coming to London 
(they being ready enough to haunt any Place, that 
could afford them Spoil and Pillage) but we find 
that then they were repel'd by the Citizens. The 
City it ſeems, was ſtrong enough to defend their 
own. - 

But ſoon after that, another ſad Accident befell 
the City, againſt which it.was not ſo well able to 
defend it ſelf, viz. A great Fire, whereby a large 
Part of it was deſtroyed. $0 rare is it, for any 
thing great in this World, to arrive atit's Gene: 

L 


[ 16] 
neſs from ſmall Beginnings, without being Sub- 

urns and Changes of Fortune, before it can ar- 
rive at the height of its Grandeur. 

Fabian tells us in his Chronicle, that the City 
had then the moſt Building from Ludgate towards 
Weſtminſter, and little or none where the Chief, or 
Heart of it now is ; except that in diverſe Places 
there were Houſes ; but > ah ſtood without Or- 
der. This he profeffes to have known by an Old 
Book, in the Gwild-Hall, named Domeſday. But 
where-ever the Building ſtood in thoſe Days, or 
how great Harm ſoever the Fire did it, neverthe- 
leſs it continued of ſuch Strength and Riches, that 
the Danes were willing to have got it into their 
own Power; and in Order thereunto, beſieged it 
but that they took it at that ſeaſon, I read not. 
Yet ſome Years after, I find the Londoners ſending 
Gifts and Pledges to the Danes, todivert them then 
coming towards London, 

'T was in Egelred's Days, that the Dares thus har- 
raſſed the Land, and did almoſt whatever they 
pleaſed ; ſelling the Engliſh Mer Peace for their 
Money, and then breaking it again at their Plea- 
ſure, to get a greater Sum. Thus gave the firſt Oc- 
caſion to the Impoſition of that Tax-upon the 
Land, called Danegelr. And the Pridey and Lord- 
ly Imperiouſneſs of the inſulting Danes, gave Ori- 
ginal to the opprobrious Name of £urdane, as now 
it iseſteem'd ; though then it was Lord Dine ; a 
Term the Engliſh were for fear compell'd to give 
thoſe proud lazy Danes, that RuF'd and Domi- 
neer'd in many of their Houſes, at the right Own- 
er's coſt. 

Neither is it much to be wondred at, that this 
Land was brought into ſo great Miſery by theſe 
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HeCoring Strangers, when as we find Diſſention 
amongſt the Lords; ard ſuch treacherous Deal- 
ing, that whatſoever was devis'd by See, for the 
Hurt of their common Enemies, t: was quickly by 
Others of the ſame Counccl betray'd, aid made 
known to them. The King giving himielf ro a vi- 
cious and incontinent Life, and, to get Money any 
manner of way, ticked rot to Uiiuherit Men of 
their Poſſeſſions for ſmall, or feigned Caules, (ac- 
cording to the Hiſtory) and: after cauſe them to 
redeem their own, for great Sums of Money. 

In Lozdon 'twas, that I find this unfortunate Egel- 
red more than once reſiding, for his own Security 
(it ſeems) more than for any Aid he attempted to 
get of the Londoners, to defend his Land. Here he 
fell ſick, died, and was alſo Buried ; ard with 
him, ſome of the En:1ijh Men's Shame and Diſho- 
nour. 

For Edmund Ironſide, his Son, favoured by the 
Londoners, and ſome other Lords, was Crown'd in 
that City ; and thencedeparting with his Strength, 
{0 hotly purſued Canurs, the Dan:ſb King, that he 
was ſeveral Times put to the worlt, and in fair 
likelihood to have been utterly over-thrown, had 
not the falſe Edric (v-ho having got an Habit of 
Treachery in Egelreds Days, could not lo ealtly for- 
ſake his Old baſe Conditions) oft diſappointed 
King Edmund, by his Treacherous Dealing. By 
this Edric's Treachery, I have read, That Ea- 
mind loſt his Life afterwards ; for which FE, the 
falſe Traytor expecting a great Reward at the 
hands of Cans, had his Head exalted (according, 
tothe others Promiſe) above all the Lords of Eno- 
land, it being ſtricken off, pitch'd upon a Spear, 
and after ſet upon the higheſt Gate of London. 

But about the King's Death and Edric's, Au- 
C thors 
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thors are found much to vary. Neither is it any 
marvel, that Writers differ ſo often, and ſo much 
in their Relations of Things done fo many Ages 
ſince ; Whenas, in things but as it were of yeſter- 
day, we may obſerve ſo much difference in the dif- 
ferent Relaters, eſpecially. if it concerns divers 
Parties; Authors too too often Writing partial- 
ly, in Favour of their own Side, 

That London was, in thoſe Days, of very conſi- 
derable Strength, we have much reaſon to believe; 
ſince that by Help thereof chiefly, Edmund was a- 
ble to bear up ſo valiantly againſt the Fortunate 
Canutus; whom moſt of the Lords, eſpecially of 
the Spiritualty, favoured. *Tis certain enough in 
the Story, that Camus was not ignorant of the 
great Influence the City had then upon the Nation's 
Afﬀairs ; and therefore was as deſirous to get it in- 
to-his Power, as Edmund was ſure he had it at his 
Devotion. For Cantus ſoon drew with his Peo- 
ple to London, and would have entercd ; but was 
hindered by the Citizens. Then he would have 
forc'd his Enemies ; but he was quickly compell'd 
to withdraw, and go elſe where : Such valiant Re- 
ſiſtance did the Citizens make againſt his Aſfaults. 
Another time he was drawing apace thitherward, 
but King Edmund was as diligent in preventing 
him; and after a cruel Fight, forc'd him to be 
gone. Soeagerly did theſe two hardy Competi- 
tors ſtrive for the Poſleſſion of this Renowned 
City in Particular, as well as for the whole King- 
dom in General. The Poſſeſſion and Favour of the 
One, isa g20d Step to the ſafe keeping of the @ther, 
Thisalſo, I preſume, was Canmns's Opinion. For 
Hiſtory acquaints us with a Councel kept at London, 
by the ſame Canurus, after Edmund Ironſide's Death. 
The Deſign whereof (if we may Judge by the - 
vent 
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vent) was to exclude the others Sons from all 
Claim and Pretenſions to that Part and Share of 
the Kingdom, that their Father once enjoyed qui- 
etly by mutual Conſent and Agreement. The ve- 
ry place might contribute ſomewhat to Canuus's 
Delign, though the Inhabitants ſhould not be 
brought to give their Aſſent in open and expreſs 
Words. *'Twasdone at London; a pat Anſwer to 
ſuch as durſt ſeem to diſlike the Kings Proceedings. 
What ? Dare you queſtion, what was done in the 
Capital City of the Realm ? A pretty Fellow indeed, 
to murmur at thoſe Aftions, which the Citizens of 
the Head City, the Metropolis of the Nation, did 
not openly ditlike, nor difavow. 

It is obſervable, in the Time of this Canutus, 
that in the Conteſt between Him, and the Exgliſh 
King Edmund, the Spiritual Lords eſpecially were 
his Favourers, and fided with him: A remarkable 
Inſtance of Temporizers among the Chief of the 
Clergy ; and that they do not always ſtick to that 
Rule of Birth-right, which they ſo much applaud, 
when they think it may turn to their Secular Ad- 
vantage; but like ether poor,ſtmple, ignorant Souls 
among the Laicks, can be content ſometimes to 
ſquint aſide upon the more prevalent Obje&t of 
proſperous Might and Power ; and leave that, 
which they are pleas'd to call Right, as forſaken 
and forlorn for the ſake of their Temporal Con- 
cerns. 

Here was, on the One ſide, Edmund Ironſide, the 
Eldeſt Son (as far as I can perceive by the Story) 
of Egelred putting in for the Crown, as his Birth- 
right and lawful Inheritance ; but under the Pre- 
judice of a weak Fathers unproſperous Reign, and 
his own Strength ſmall in appearance, and of little 
Ability, in Humane likelihood, to defend ſuch as 
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would adhere to him. On the Other ſide, ſtands + 
Strong and Fortunate Competitor ; his Arms in 
his Hauds ; a numerous Attendance of Victorious 
Soldicrs waiting on him ; moſt part of the Country 
under his Subjection, and proſperous Succeſs at- 
tending much upon his Banners ; though a Stran- 
ger ; an Euemy by Inheritance ; a Dane ; one that 
couid pretend no other '! itle to the Crown, that 
we hear off, but what his Predeceſſors did owe to 
the Sword, and he could make good by the ſame 
Claim. Yet to this more powerſul Pretender, with 
a long Sword in hishand, do theſe Time-ſerving- 
Prieſts chuſe to joyn themſelves, again an Old 
Friend by Birth ; a Native; an Ezgliſh Man; with 
a better Title (according to their own Doctrine at 
ſome Times). but ſhorter Sword, as was then 
thought before ſuſſicient Tryal had bcen made. 
But now I think on't, they have like Paſſions and 
Infirmities with other Men, and do mind Sccular 
Intereſts of their Own, as well as Vihers ; at the ſame 
timethat they endeavour to bring the Vulgar into 
a belief of a Commillion (they ſay) they have re- 
cciv'd from an Higher Power ; and ſo pretend to 
greater SanCtity. True, it is ſaid, They had be- 
fore time ſworn Fealty to Canmunus's Father. A fing 
delicate way, to defeat another's Right. Either 
they had before {worn Allegiance to Egelred, Ed- 
93:17d's Father, or they hed not. It they had, what 
became of their Loyalty here, to forſwcar That, 
a ſwear anew to a Stranger ; an Enemy-King ; 
and after perſilt in the latter Oath, in prejudice of 
the Former ; perſevering in giving away, what 
was none of their own to beltow ; they having al- 
ready, by their firſt Oath, ſworn away themſelves 
to another ? If they had not, how came they ſo 
readily to ſwear Fealty to their Native-King's pro- 
tcfled 
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feſſed Enemy ? Did they well herein, or ill? If 
well, what then becomes of thzt darling Doctrine 
of Primo-geriture, and of Mens Right of Inheriung 
by the Law of Nature, not to be cut oft, forſooth, 
(under even the freeſt Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment) by any Humace Law whatioever, though 
never ſo many urgent Inconveniencies bc clearly 
foreſeen, threatning the utter overthrow of the 
Nations Fundamental Rights ? If ill, what made 
them continue therein, when they had ſo fealona- 
ble an Opportunity of retrieving themſelves, by 
acknowledging, bewailing and forſaking their for- 
mer Error ? But it may be, they knew not how T0 
eſcape the Imputation of Perjury. Nay rather, did 
they not lack Will, more than Power, to return 
to their Engliſh Soverers,n, from that more Fortu- 
nate Outlandiſh Prince, to whom thele wiley 
Prieſis had addiQted and devoted themſelves ? Had 
they Will, they knew not (it may be) how to 
diſentangle themſelyes out of the Snare of thoſe 
Bonds, wherewith they had - once bound them- 
felves, and wanted the Face openly to break them, 
without ſome Fig-lcaf Cover or other,to hide them- 
ſelves under the Shadow thereof. They had not 
(it may be) hear'd of, or not well obſerved the 
plauſible fine-ſpun Pretences, that had been uſed 
before in the World; neither had they cunning 
enough, to find out thoſe more Politick Shifts, the 
Wit of after-Ages have either ſince inyented, or 
much improv'd. Be they either the Popes Infallible 
Power (as ſome call it) of abſolring Subjetts from 
their Allegiance, or the nice diſtinguiſhing between 
theMatter and Form of an Oath : The Default of 
ſome pretended neceſſary Circumſtances, in ma- 
king,.or the Train of ill Conſequences ſuggefted 
upon the keeping the Oath, or Ilmpoſlibility of its 
C3 Obſer- 
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Obſervation after taking it, ſlily infinuated : The 
picking a ſtarting Hole out of ſome general Term, 
or dubious Interpretation of a Word : Or the 
yet neater way of bribing a great Company ; a 
conſiderable Number ; many Thouſands of Mer, 
out of a Common Stock, with good Places, and 
Honourable Preferments, by publick Subſcriptions 
to declare the Oath, (for ſome few, ſmall, mi- 
nute, petty, fancied Inconveniences) invalid, and 
of no binding force. 

But be it by the Power of the Sword, or by 
whatſoever Claim elſe Canurrs held the Crown, 
we nevertheleſs find him to have Govern'd the 
Land honourably after that he came to be ſole 
King ; and, it may be, to the Content of many of 
his Subjects: for 'twas the Memory, doubtleſs, of 
bis Repute, that ſet and kept the Crown upon the 
Heads of both his Sons; otherwiſe of themſelves 
of little Worth or Yalue, if compar'd with their 
Father. 

One remarkable worthy AC of Cannmus's 1s re- 
corded amongſt others, viz. That in the Nineth 
Year of his Reign he calld a Parliament (ſo my 
Author terms it) at Oxf:ird; where, amongſt o- 
Ther things, it was enacted, That Engliſhmen and 
Danes ſhould hold the Laws of Edgar, lately King. 

In the Tranfattions of theſe Times, we may be- 
lieve the City of Lo»dox had no ſmall Share, as 
being probably (at length) pretty well pleas'd 
with the Father's Reign z whereupon the Crrzzens 
may be ſuppoſed to conduce (at leaſt, in ſome 
meaſure) to the ſettling his Sons on his Throne : 
For Harold Harefoot is Taid by ſome to haye dyed 
at Longon, after a Three YearsReign ; and the 0- 
ther of C:nutus's Sons, Hardicarute, was jayfully 
Recely'd, and Crown'd at the ſame City, 
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In Edward the Confeſſor's days, the Land being 
not much troubled with inteſtine Broils, there 
happ'ned but little Occaſion for trying London's 
Strength : And thereupon, I find no great men- 
tion of that Honourable City, unleſs in a Paſlage 
or two; as about Edward the Outlaw's dying there- 
in; and of the King's being there ſome time before, 
with his Councill, when Ear! Goodwin was charg'd 
to come to Court, and render into the King's Hands 
all his Knights-Fees,that he,and Harold his Son, held 
in England. The Effet whereof, was the Outlaw- 
ing of the foremention'd Goodwin,for his Diſobedi- 
ence, and departure cut of the Land with his Sons, 
by Authority of a Parliament, call'd alittle after. 

In this Kirg's Reign alſo, we hear at both Ears 
of the evil Manners among the Biſhops, the Chief 
of the Clergy, of their Voluptuouſneſs, Gluttony, 
Leachery, Covetuouſneſs, Wordly Pomp, &c. as 
alſo of their Endeavours to excuſe their Manners, 
by anſwering,that they were ſuitable tothe Times: 
A generall Corruption among Men of a Religious 
Habit being the Common Forerunners of great 
Turns and Changes in a Land, as it fell out here 
ſoonaftcr this King's Deceaſe. 

This is the King, to whom (according to the 
Annaliſt Srow) we are indebted for the Common 
Law, gather'd out of the Laws and Ordinances of 
the Mercian's, Weſt Saxons, Danes and Northumbers. 

What Spirit was in the Men of thoſe Times, is 
in part manifeſted in the Meſlage ſent to Harola 
by the Inhabitants of Northumberland, when he was 
ſent thither by the King to do Correftion upon 
thoſe, who had riſen againſt his Brother Toſtus 
their Duke, for a cruell Att by him committed, 
taking away what he had, and chaſing him out of 
the Country. Continuing together in a conſidera- 
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ble Body. they gave him to under{and, that tiey 
were freely horn, and freely nouriſh'd ; and might 
ſuffer no cruelncis of Dukes: T hat they had learned 
of their Elders and Sovereigns, to maintain Free- 
dom, or to fiffer Death; z2ad to live in quietneſs 
under an eaſy Duke. Upon which Meſſage, their 
Pardon was procur'd them of the King,and another 
Duke afſhgn'd. 

Within leſs then a year after Edward the Con- 
ff r's Death, we read of the landing of Duke 
Willam, with kis Normens, at Haſtings in Suſſex , 
who came with a ſtrong Army, to demand the 
Crown of 771d, who had no Title, (but what he 
clain'd by the Power of his Sword.) and the Dukes 
Claimalio went but upon a limping, Foot. As great 
as the Duke's Hoſt was, enough it ſeems by the 
Event, to help to win a Crown, we find London fo 
Strorg, as to hold him out ( when he and his Army 
came thereto) rill hc h2d g1ven good Aſſurance,that 
he and his Pcople would paf$ throvgh the City 
without tarryins; which was alſo obſerved accord- 
ingly. 

When Harold wos utterly over-thrown by theſe 
Worm.ns, ad ſo room made for the Title of Edrar 
Atheling to t5\e place,we find the Londoners among 
the chief of ::.5{e, who wereupon Aﬀociating them- 
ſelves cach to cther, to defend his Right to the 
utmoſt of rkeir Powers. This Agreement indeed 
was afterwards broken ; but by the making of it, 
we 2re well crouzh afſured,that the Citys Strength 
was then eſteem'd very conſider: ble. 

Another Argument let me produce out of Srow's 
Amolls ; where it is recorded, that Edwin and 
Marcar, both then Powerfull Farles, the One of 


7 rcaa, the other of Northumberland,after Harold's 
*Death came to £0:der, and ſolicited the Citizeny 
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to erect one of them to the Kingdom. Though 
this their enterpriſe was fruſtrated, yet doubtleſs 
it may prove Londoxs Power ; otherwiſe 'tis hard 
to believe, theſe two potent Earls would have 
applied themſelves to the Citizens, that they 
would chu one of them for King, and upon the 
Failure of their Deſign would have quietly depar- 
ted, without ſhewing ſome reſentment, had not 
the City been too ſtrong, eafily to be dealt with, 
or ſlightly to be anger'd, with Safety and Security, 
The other more rightful Heir was the Perſon 
pitch'd upon. But the other Nobles of the Realm 
not powerfully aſſiſting, and Edward Atheling not 
being (it ſeems) of Ability ſufficient zo manage his 
own Concerns himſelf, and undertake fo great a 
Charge, 'tis no wonder that” this Renowned City 
(ſuffering it ſelf ro be born down the Stream with 
the Times) ſubmitted it Self (with the reſt of the 
Land) to Duke William, who made ſome pretence 
toa Title ; Whereas Harold could ſhew nothing 
for his, but his Sword ; And therefore it may be 
tis, that we read not in antient Hiſtories, (that I 
remember) of this Citys aſliſtizgg him, to defend 
himſelfagainſt Duke Wilkam's Power. 

Here now is a great Change indeed. The Pows 
er and Strength of the Kingdom turned from both 
the Britains and Saxons, and devolved upon the 
Normans by means of this King Will:am; the Date 
of whoſe Reign begins, reckoning immediately 
after Harold's Death, Oftober the Fourteenth, Anne 
Chriſti 1066, according to Chronology. 

In this K5ng (who himſelf, by the General con- 
ſent of Writers, was baſely Born) is founded the 
Succeſſion ; for higher they care not mych to go, 
who keep ſucha ſtir about our Princes inheriting ac-+ 
cording to their Birth-right, Though, if this ” 
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made the fixt unalterable Rule, of Twenty Six 
Kings and Queens reigning Succeſlively, up- 
on recourſe to the Hiſtory of their Reigns, we 
ſhall meet with a dozen (at leaſt) of them, who 
cannot be denied, but to have come to their 
Crowns with Flaws in their Titles. Nay, if we 
reckon in the Number, ſuch as may have been con- 
troverted upon that Account, we may ſafely add 
the other Half dozen. That from the general 
Rules there aremany exceptions, we learnt almoſt 
as ſoon as we went to our Grammar-School, This 
King W:ilkam is commonly called the Conquerour in 
Hiſtory ; which acquaints us, That he came in 
with an Army, and conquered Harold; who is 
eſteemed little leſs than an Vſxrper. But that from 
thence we ſhould conclude him a Conguerour of the 
whole Land, and look on it as a Nation totally 
fubje&ted by Force of Arms, it ſeems to me to lack 
a little better Proof, than I have yet met with. 

That King Wiliam, after he was well fixt in the 
Government, . might reckon this Conqueſt amongſt 
his other Titles and Claims, (whether by Ha- 
yold's Oath,, the Pope's Gift, the King's Teſtament, 
and a little of Kindred ) I ſhall not deny. For I have 
read, that King Herryrhe Seventh had a mind to put 
in for this Title alſo ; but 'twas after he had well 
and ſurely gained the main point, Peſſeſſren. But 
upon peruſal ofthe Hiſtories about thoſe Times, 
it appears a little unlikely, that this Duke Witham 
ſhould getthe Land into his own Power {o whol- 
ly by Conqueſt, as ſome would inlinuate, for ſe- 
cret intents poſſibly, and purpoſes of their own 

Though Harold was Conquered by that oveBat- 
tail, yet Ido not think, the Land was : For belides 
Londons Strength (where W:lkim was forced to 
yield Conditions, before he copld pats through, ny 
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afore) the Earls of Afercia and Northumberland, 
then of conſiderable Power, areſaid to have with- 
drawn themſelves and their People to that City, 
without ſo much as being preſent at the Battel. 
How alſo the- Kentiſhmen encloſed Duke Wilkam, 
and his ViEtorious Army, and compelled him to 
grant them the continuance of their Old Laws 
and Cuſtoms, is ſufficiently manifefted, if only 
by the ſingle Evidence of their Antient Law of Ga- 
velkind, yet continued amongſt them. 

If this be Conqueſt, tobe forced to yield Con- 
ditions; What is it to be Conquered? Where- 
fore, we may better (I believe) from theſe pre- 
miſed Conſiderations conclude, That the Chief of 
the Nation, knowing him to bea Man of Strength 
and Ability, ard of great Fame, choſe rather to 
ſubmit to him upon fitting (reaſonable) Conditi- 
ons, than hazard the running into the Miſeries of 
War, by committing themſelves to the Guidance 
of ſo young and weak an Head, as Edgar Atheling. 

That King William made a League with ſuch as 
ſubmitted, and ſwore Fealty to him, ſtands re- 
corded in Srow's Annals. True indeed, after he wag 
well fixt inthe Throne, he might not much mind 
his former promiles ; but contrary to thes1, might 
do many irregular A&ts to ſtrengthen himſelf, as he 
thought, and ſettle the Crown the ſurer upon his 
own Head. Whereof we find mentioned in Story, 
his endeavour toraiſe his Normans, by introducing 
them into the chief Places in Church and State ; 
and jmpoveriſh the Ergl:ſh, by ſetting grievous 
Impoſitions and Taxes on them. One we read of 
very conſiderable, in the Nineteenth Year of his 
Reign, when he made to be gathered Six Shillings 
ofevery Hide of Land, which would riſe high, ac- 
cording to my Authors reckoning ; who am, = 
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Hide contains Five Yards ; a Yard Four Acres; an 
AcreForty Perch in length ; Four in bredth ; Eight 
of theſe Hides makea Knghts-Fee or Ploughtill.For- 
ty Eight ſhiings upon Eightſcore Acres, was a great 
matter in thoſe Days; though it ſounds but a ſmall 
Sum with Us, who have lived to hear of the Wealth 
ofa New World, brought into the Old One, 

To t/11s may be added, his Craft in inrolling his 
Barons Land, their Knights-Fees, Towns, Num- 
ber of Men and Cattle within the Realm, in Dooms- 
day-Book;, the better doubtleſs to know the 
Strength of the Land, and be the more able to raiſe 
what Taxes he pleaſed, without being very eaſily 
deceived by concealments. 

More inſtances of Arbitrary Power might poſſi- 
bly be obſerved, which nevertheleſs are not deſer- 
vedly eſtcemed Tokens and Markes of Conqueſt. 
That great Perſons, in the height of their Gran- 
deur, often forget former Covenants and Promi- 
ſes, is noſuch wonder ; it is ſo common, ſo uſual, 
for ſome Men to premiſe more in half an hour, 
when they conceive it for their preſent Advantage, 
than others find performed in Seven Years. If Ar- 
bitrary Acts of Rule areable to prove King William 
a Conquerour of this whole Land, I do not know 
but many otherwmay alſo be eſteemed Conque- 
rours, who palled-for good Rnling Kings in the 
days of their Power. 

Though King Wilkam held the Engliſhmen ſo 
low, that in his days there was almoſt no Engliſh- 
man that bare an Office of Honour or Rule (if Fa- 
bian may be credited ; for ſome others deny it, as 
to ſome particulars:) This being certainly the 
too too common Effect of letting in a Forreign 
Power into a Land,where thoſe that were the Intro- 

gucers of the Forreigners as Friends,. have hardly 
elcaped 
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eſcaped Polyphemus's Courteſy, of being devoured)? 
laſt; Witneſs in this Land, the introducing the" 
Saxons by the Britains and the Normans upon them :' 
Yet the ſame Hiſtorian intimates, that he ſome- 
what favoured the City of London, and granted to 
the Citizens the Firſt Charter that ever they had 
written in the Saxo» Tongue, and ſealed wiztt 
Green Wax, being exprelled in Eight or N:\tS 
Lives. 

This may beconſtrued to bedone, either in gta- 
titude to the City, for giving place ſo eaſily to 
his Fortune, or becauſe he found the Citizens. ſo 
pliable to his Will, or rather in policy to haye ſo- 
conliderable a Place the more at his Devotion, and 
fix it the ſtronger to his Intereſt : So ſubtle a Kingas 
he was,being in no wiſe ignorant (I preſume) of the 
great [mpreſlion, the Actions of the chief City itt 
a Conntry uſually makes upon the whole Nation. 
othat though Londen changed Maſters, it changed' 
not Fortune ; but (notwithſtanding it received 
damage by Fire, which burnt a great part thereof, 
and alſo of St. Pauls) rather gained more Honour 
andeſteem under the Normans Rule, by becoming 
the Metropolis of the whole Nation, and the Thea- 
tre, wherein hath been aCted ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable Paflages, that have ſince happened in 
this Land, whether in Peace or War. Moſt of our 
Parliaments, many of the Biſhop's Synods and Conves 
cations, the Kings uſual Reſidence, his Court, his 
Council, and Places of Fudicature, having been ho 
nerally kept either in the Liberties of this C:ry, 
or pot far diſtant from it, at Weitminſter ; which 
being of a much later Date, (as is hinted before) 
is nevertheleſs known to be a diſtin City, of 
different Rites and Cuſtoms, and under another 
Government ; though the Buildings joyning both! 
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Cities in' a matner together, may occaſion For 
reigners to give the Common Appellation Londoz 
to the Whole ; and we Natives alſo, many times; 
uſe the ſame General Term in private Diſ- 
courfe. | 
_,InSt. Paws in London, was kept that Synod of 
= Clergy, in Wilam the Firſts days ; which or- 
dey'd many Biſhop's Sees to be tranſlated from 
ſmall Villages, and ſuch obſcure petty Places, to 
the greater Cittes. For by this time, the Policy of 
the Popes of Rome, in diverſe parts of Exrope, had 
intzoduc'd a diſtint Government in the Church, 
different from that of the State: And fo founded 
( av it were ) one Empire within another, to have 
the: whole the better at their Devotion. Sothat, 
M kings or Rulers of States were not as ſubmiſſive 
' totheir Imperious Commands, as they delir'd, they 
had;the Church in the Land to overaw thoſe, who 
bore the Temporall Sword ; and leſt the chief 
Chnrch-men ( being often preferr'd by the Magi- 
ſtrates means, through the Popes great Condeſcen- 
' tion, as they would have it thought) ſhould prove 
2 little RefraCtory, they had the Mona#teries, 
Abbies, Priories, Numneries, and ſuch like, in a 
manner, under the Popes peculiar Juriſdiftion, to 
curb them, by the Power they could raiſe out of 
their Tennants, Friends and Kindred. Romes high 
and lofty Prelates, thus ſtriving to have their 
Spoons in every Ones Diſh: which Deſfireof theirs, 
we do not find at all diminiſhed, though now their 
Wings be muck clipt. Nay, we find them themore 
eager now, in their purſuit after their antient 
Greatneſs, under the pretence of a former Right, 
which was firſt obtain'd by none of the beſt and 
honeſteſt ways. And fo they might regain it, 
Experience tells us, they would not ſtick at the 
per” 
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perpetration of the moſt Execrable Villanies, the 
Art of Man can invent,or the Hand can a&t. Whence 
elſe come all thoſe Wars, Maffacres, Perſecutions, 
Plots, Conſpiracies, Defignes, Intreagues, Frauds, 
Deceits, raiſing of Publick Jealouſtes, fomeniting 
of Private Feares, exaſperating of Mens minds, 
heightning their Animotities, debauching' their 
Moralls, and Corrupting Religion it ſelf, with 
the reſt of thoſe Curſed Arts and Seed-Plors of Sedi- 
tion, where with our Ears have been fo long filled, 
that the ſound is not yet gone out of them ; nor 
know we when ever 1t will, as long asthey can meet 
with ſo many fooliſh Bigots, and prophane De- 
bauchees among the Sons of Men : The One to be 
gull'd with the Hopes of Heaven, for the Perfor- 
mance of ſuch Meritorious ACts, as they will put 
them upon; the Other to be purchaſed with” a 
Bag of Money, or a Plump Whore, to fayour their 
Delignes, falicitate their Purpoſes, carry'on their 
Projetts, and protect their Crimes, if detefted, 
from Publick Juſtice. 
As Londen was favoured by the firſt Wilkam, fo 
I find nogreat reaſon otherwiſetobelieve, but that 
it.continued in favour and fame under the'Serond 
William's Reign. Yet I meet with but few Paſſages 
of it, excepting what may ſeem to tend to its difad- 
vantage, ( as the Harm it ſuſtained froma Violent 
wind, that is ſaid to have overthrown at one time 
above 600 houſes, and much injured the roof of St. 
Mary Bow in Cheapſide, as alſo the hart was done 
another timeabout it by the Inundation- of Thames) 
unleſs weſhould think it received ſome addition of 
honour, from the great charges William Rufus was 
at about the Tower, which was to adorn it, I ſup- 
ſe; for that it was builded long before, hath 
een related aboye ; & that it was of good ſtrength 
in 
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in the preceding Kings dayes, is enough evident, $ 


in that we read it was made Marcharus, the Earl 
of Northumberland's Priſon. This Tower having been 
before times, and very often in later days, the place 
of confinement for great Men, when eſteemed 
Offendors. This is the Kzng that built Weſtmin- 
fter-Hall ; and being after ditpleaſed at it for being 
not big enough to his mind, intended ( as 'tis ſaid} 
to have built onemuch larger, and make the other 
to haveſerved for a Chamber. The wicked Lives of 
the inſulting Normans; the Milſeries and Vices of 
the depreſled Engliſhmen, with the depraved Man- 
ners of the corrupted Clergy, were ſo notorious 
in this Kizgs dayes, that Writers could not well 
paſs them over withqut mention. 

In Henry the 24's Time, we read of the founding 
of St. Bartholomew's-Church, Priory and Hoſpital in 
Smithfield, which was begun ('tis ſaid ) by Rayer, 
one of this Kings Minſtrells,but ended by ſome good 
and well diſpoted Citizens of London; This Smith- 
field was then a Place for the.caſting out of filth, 
where alſo Felons and other Tranſgreſſours were 
executed ; and not put-#rTeems to the uſe that now 
it is. Length of time commonly changes the uſe 
of Places, ad ſometunes for the better. 

There areupon RetgF& no leſs than Three Coun- 
cills, Synods or Convocen of the Clergy,which were 
kept in this City in this Kings Reign, to reform 
the Church and Church-men, was the uſuall Pre- 
tence; but it was commonly donein ſuch away, 
that it tended. noſtly to the exalting of their own 
Power. : 

Weread in Stow of a Parliament of Prelates, o- 
bles and Commens, Aſſembled by this King in the 
Sixteenth Year of his Reign, Amo Chrif I116, 


This King was the better beloved of the Engl:ft- 
men, 
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aver,” for Marrying a Wife of the Old Saxon Line, 
Edgar Athcling's Siſters Daughter, for uſing Ed- 
ward the Confelſers Laws with Amendment, at his 
coming to the Crown, and making ſome good 
ones of his own, for freeing the Church, Impri- 
ſoning Kanwph, the covetous Biſhop of Durham(his 
Brother W:ikam's Procurator, and Gatherer of his 
Taxes) in the Tower of London ;, and alſo releaſing 
to Engliſhmen the Old Tax of Danegelt, lately re- 
vived by his Father and Brother, and reſtoring 
to them the Uſe of Lights by Night ; which, with 
Fire, had been by his Father forbidden to be uſed 
after theRinging of the Curfew-Bll, at Eight of 
the Clock. | 
In the time of King Stephen, we meet with an e- 
minent Inſtance of London's Strength. Mand, the 
Empreſs, the Late Kings only Surviving Heir, ha- 
ving upon the Fortune of a Batrail took and Im- 
priſoned King Stephen, and being thereby much 
exalted in her Ars | deeming her {elf ſure of the 
Poſſeſſion of the whole Realm, would not make 
any Grant to the Citizen's Requeſts: They there- 
upon becoming diſconteated, deſigned to have 
ſeized on her Perſon. Whereof ſhe having 
warning, fled in haſte for her own Safe-guard ro 
Oxford, and herPeople were divided and ſcatter- 
ed ; whereas, not long before, ſhe was in a fair 
poſſibility of enjoying all that ſhe claimed ; King 
Srephen's Queen promuling upon his Delivery, that 
he ſhould ſurrender the Land into her Poſſeſſion, 
and become 2 Religious Man, or a Pilgrim, to his 
Lives end: Eirher of which, at that time, was a 
+ kind of Spiritual Death, as to what concerned 
Worldly Aﬀairs. But her unfortunated:ſobligin 
this City: ſoon turned the Scales. The Queen's 
Strength encreaſes, Mazd's diminiſhes ; The RIDER 
D rtle 
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little after is delivered upon Exchange, and: the 
Empreſs (at laſt) departs with a ſmall Company, 
and returns into Normandy, without obtaining her 
Deſire. So ccnſiderable then was the City of Lon- 
don, as to be able to wreſt the Power out of this 
Conquereſles Hands, and return it back (at length) 
to the ſame Perſon, whom ſhe had once overcome, 
and held many Months Priſoner at her own WAll 
and Pleaſure. 

That for which the Cirizens of London made ſo 
great Labour, was, that they might uſe the Laws 
of Edward the Corf- fſr, as they were granted by 
Wilk:am, commonly called the Conquerour ;, and not 
the Laws of her Father, which were of mcre 
ſtraitneſs. Here, in my Opinion, ſeems to be in- 
timated, that this King W.!/:am came not into the 
quiet Poſſeſſion of the Realm ſo much by Corqueſt, 
as on Conditions; accordingly here's mention 
made of one Grant. 

The Occaſion of Stephen's coming to the Crown, 
contrary to his own former Oath ſwore to King 
Henry, and in prejudice to Mzud's Claim, is Re- 
corded by one Author, to have been the Oath of 
one Hugh Bigot, ſometime King Henry's Steward ; 
who ſwore, that the Late King, (in his penny! 2 
little before his Death, choſe this Srephen for his 
Heir, by reaſon that he had received ſome diſcon- 
tent at his Daughters hands. Whereunto the Lords 
giving ealy .Credence, admitted. him King. The 


Fayour of the Londoners did doubtleſs, at that- 


time, conduce not a little to his advantage,in pre- 
ferring him an able Man, before a weak Woman; 
For Stow's Annals inform us, That he was received 


by the 'Londgners, when he had been repulſed at o-. 


ther Places ; certainly it redounded to his ſingular 
Benefit afterwards, as hath been related before. 
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Another Addition of Strength might be, his not 
impoſing heavy Taxes upon the People ; which, it 
may be, increaſed their Love to him, and made: 
ſo many ſide with him: As indeed we find upon his 
firſt Admiſſion, that he ſware among other things, 
before the Lords at 9xford, to forgive his People 
the Tax of Danegele, Neither do I. read of any 
Taxes, that he raiſed upon the Commons : It is af- 
firmed poſitively, in the Colleftion of Wonders, and 
Remarkable Paſſages, that he raiſed none; with 
which Srow likewiſe agrees. So that, a King's need- 
leſs laying of many heavy and grievous Taxes up- 
on his People, occaſions him to loſe much of their 
Love; and his forbearing it, when he hath Power 
in his hands, unites his Subjets Hearts the faſter 
to him. But inſtead of Taxes, we read of this 
Kings permiſſion, given to his Lords, to build Ca- 
ſtles or Fortreſſes upon their own Grounds: Many 
whereof we find pulled down in the next King's 
time, they having been the occaſior of many Miſe» 
ries in the Land, and the ready means to foment 
Civil Wars therein; which generally brings grea- 
ter Damages to the Commonalty, than a few Impos» 
fitions and Taxes can be preſumed to do. 

This King Stephen was twice Crowned ; but for 
What cauſe, or for what intent, is not ſo eaſily 
known ; whether it was, that he thought his Im- 
priſonment had diminiſhed ſomewhat of his Royal- 
ty, orelſe thinking by a ſecond Coronation to c- 
lude the Force of the Oath made at the firſt, I nd 
not delivered. Certain it is, ſoon after my Author 
tells of his taking away a Caſtie from the Earl of 


' Cheſter, who before had sppeared againſt him on 
. Maud's fide, with a very conſiderable Strength ; 


but had been afterwards reconciled to the King. 
But what is much moxe conſiderable, we read not 
Da long 
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long after of the King's new danger, and ill Succeſs, 
and of his Party being weaken'd particularly by the 
loſs of London. For Duke Henry (after King) 
coming into Englard with a great Army, after 
ſome {mall Succeſs, gets up to London, and wins 
the Tower, as much by Policy, ard fair Promiles, 
(ſaith my Author) as by Strength. "Then he had 
Opportunity enough to careſs the C.rizens, being 
fo near them; and it may be, he got not the 7ow- 
er without their Conſent, if rct by their Aſhſtance. 
Hereby we find, that he retrieved what his Mo- 
ther's Haughtinels b.tore had loſt ; and fo having 
got the City's AﬀeCtion and 7 ower, he was in a fair 
way to obtzin his Delires, as he did rot long aſter. 
For we quickly read of Mediators and 1 reatres of 
Peace betweenthele two Corperitors ;, which took 
Effe&t at Jai:, thovgh the Inmerc{t ard Folicy of 
{ome hirdered it for a time. In Conclukcn, the 
King was fain to coritent tothe adopting the Duke 
his Heir, ſothat he might Reign during his Life, 


Which juſtly to perform, the ing being ſworn, 


with his Lords Spiritual ai d Temporal ; in the 
next place, we hear of their riding up to London ; 
as if to bind the bargain, it was requiſite to ask 
the conſent of that: Hor.ourable City, whoſe Fa- 
vourTeems to have been of ſo great weight inthoſe 
unſettled Times, as to turn the Scales twice; once 
in the King's behalf, ard crewhile on the Dake's. 
Such was their Influence, fuch their Power, as to 
pull downand ſet up, in a manner, whom the C:- 
tizens plealed. 

Happy was this Agreement to the Land by ſet- 
tling peace therein ; as beneficial likewiſe was it 
to the Dske, it being a fair Stcp to the Throne ; 
whercon we find him mounted within a little t:me. 
For nct loug after this Accord, we hear of the 
King's 
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King's Death : Whether the Troubles of his Mind, 
or Diſeaſes of his Body brought him to his Eud, 
vexation for the diſappointment of his Deſigns, in 
being (after a ſort) compelled to zdopt his Com- 
petitor (his Enemy) for his Son and Heir, or Grief 
for the loſs of London's Favour, which helped tg ef- 
fect ſo great a Turn in his Af.jrs, | ſhall not deter- 
mine. It might be one, it might be the other, or 
neither, or all conjoyned, thet became the occa{i- 
onal Canſes (fo to phraſe it) of his Death. I like 
not to be very politive, where I am not very cer- 
tain. 

St-phen's Death making thus way for Henry to 
aſcend the Engl:ſb Throne, he became one of the 
greateſt Kings that ever ruled this Land, for the 
Largeneſs and Extent of his Territories, if we reck- 
on the Inheritance he enjoyed from his Father, the 
Land he held by the Title of his Mother, the 
Dowry he had with his Wife, and what he ob- 
tained by the Succeſs ef his Arms: Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he lived not free from Troubjes, 
and inteſtine Broils, which ſprung much out of his 
0-vn Bowels : $5 that the Glory of his Youth be- 
gan ſomewhat to be eclipſed by the Misfortunes of 
his elder Years, He Crowned his eldeſt Son li- 
ving King, ſcmetime before the middle of his 
Reign ; tothe end (asone Author affirms) that he 
might have ful Power and Authority to rule this 
Land ard People, while his Father vas bulied in 
other Countrvs, where ſome of his Lands lay. This 
might be one Reaſon ; but the Kizs (having learnt 
by experience, to his Mother's Loſs, and his own 
Colt, how ealy it vas for Stephen to attempt, and 
gain the Crown, bcing preſent on the Spot, while 
theright Heir was far dytaat in the vacancy of the 
Throne) may be ſuppoſed in his intent, to have 
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deſigned the hinderance of ſuch an Intruſion for 
the future, by Crowning the next Heir King, while 
he himfelf lived. 

I read, that Srephen had ſome ſuch delign to 
have Crowned his Son King in his own days, (as he 
declared at a Parliament called at London, An.Reg.17) 
to have fixt the Crown the ſurer to his Poſterity. 
But the B:ſbopsrefuſed the Deed : Which I do not 
find they did ſo much out of Conſcience, or in Fa- 
vour to Maud's Title, as by the Command (for- 
Tooth) of the Pope ; who, in thoſe days, was very 
apt to be clapping his Fingers into almoſt every 
ones Pye, where he thought any good picking 
mizght be had. 

This King Henry got but little by Crowning his 
Son in his Life-time, beſides Troubles, Croſſes, 
and Yexation of Spirit. For upon one Occaſion or 
other, we find his Sons oft thwarting him, and 
ſome times warring uvPon him. 

Famous were thoſe days, for the Conteſt between 
the Kine, and Thoma Becket ; which brought Becker 
to his end, and the Kzng toa ſevere Penance at the 
laſt; though he diſowned the Fact, and is not 
plainly proved to have given any other conſent to 
it, unleſs what may be deduced from a few angry 
Words uttered in his Paſſion. The ground and 
occation of this Diſſention between the King, and 
the tee. y © is declared by the Chromcle, to 
have ſprung from diverſe A#s and Ordinaness, 
which the K:2g had procured, at his Parliament at 
Neoythimpton, ro paſs againſt the Liberties of the 
Church ; which rhereupon this lofty Prelate with- 
ſtood. The Popi/> Cler2ybeing theri grown to that 
height,that crowned Heads were ina manner com- 
pelled for their own Security to' veil Bonget to 
the: ; and ſcarce durſt ſo far preſume, as but to 
endeavour 
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endeavour to croſytheir Ambitious Deſigns : They 
could be content by their Canons, and Councels, tg 
encroach upon the Laity, as they termed them ; 
but they, (poor Men) by the Clergy's good Will, 
muſt nor be allowed to vindicate their Own Native 
Liberty from the Others unjuſt Uſurpations. 

This King Henry is ſaid tohave been Peerleſs in 
Chivalry, in War, and in Leachery. This laſt is 
ſufficiently notorious, in his Love tothe Fair Ro- 
ſamoad, and further manifeſted in his deflowring 
(as we read) his Son Richard's intended Wife, the 
French Kin;'s Daughter ; whom we are alſo told 
he would have Married, conld he have obtained a 
Divorce from his Queen: And this he intended, 
'tis ſaid, tohave the more favour of the Frenchmen, 
by their Aid the better to difinherit his Sons ; who, 
among other things done to. his Diſpleaſure, had 
warred upon him ia Vindication of their abuſed and 
lighted Aether. | 

Three ſeveral Warnings I read of, that he had 
to amerd his Life; but to little or no purpoſe. 
Some of his Patience (or elſe fear of the Imperions 
Clergy) we find in his forbearance, ſhewed to He- 
raclins, Patriarch of Feruſdem; who, upon, the 
King's Refuſal to go into the Hely Land being dif- 
contented, ſharply rebuked him, reflefting on him 
for the Death (or Martyrdom, as thoſe Times were 
pleaſed to term it) of Thomas Becket ; and upon 
Henry's further excuſing the Voyage for fear of his 
Son's Rebellion in his Abſence, departed in great 
ire, with theſe words in his Mouth ; ſaying, Thar 
it was no wonder ;, for of the. Devil they come, and to 
the D-wi/ they ſkall,----Part of his Devotion we meet 
with in that Shifs, he found out to fulfil the Condi- 
.on of building three Abbies in England, enjoyned 
.himby. the. Pope in the Diſpenſation granted him, 
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for the Voyage he had before ſolemnly vowed to 
rake into the Holy Landin Perſon. Such was much 
of the Religion then of thoſe Times, either to 
build Abbies, Monaſteries, and the like, (ſo many 
Eccleſia#tical Ca#tles, or Fortreſſes, as it were, rea- 
dy manned and vittualled at the Pope's Service) or 
elſe totake upon them the Croſs, and away to the 
Holy War, as faſt as they could, to fight for Chriſt's 
Se-pulcher, as went the cry, Anglice, to ſubdue 
more Land tothe Pope's Obedience. A cunning craf- 
ty trick of the Pope's, to ſend away packing iuch 
Princes, whoſe Power they feared would grow 
too grezt at home, that they might in the mean 
time domineer over their Subjects Parſes and Con- 
{ciences, and the better advancetheir own World- 
ly Pomp and Grandeur 1n their Abſence. For 1 
read not of any of the Pop:s, who went themſelves 
in Perſons: They, forfooth, could not be ſpared 
from theit Charge, 1:44, their Preferment ; nor 
be cbſent from home., our of care to the Feedin 

of their Flock, 5. e. locking to their own Gain. So 
that the ſending Men ( white in their Bodies) to the 

' Holy Land, was almoſt as beneficial a ProjeCt, as 
long as ir laſted, asthe Pretence of Ferch1ng their 
Souls ont of Purgaroryafter their Death,for a round 
Sum of Morey, and a ſet of M-ſſes. | 

* The Trick King Henry (almoſt as Cunning, 
though not as Forrunate, as theſe ſubtle Prie#s 
found ont to fulfil the Condition enjoyned, and 

-which he put in Execution, was, Frrſt, Putting Se- 


4 4 *cakar Cannons out of Waltham- Houſe, and ſetting 
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Cannons Regular in their ſtead. Secondly, His 
z- ,.- 7 thruſting the 24ozks out of Amesbury- Houſe, and 
F ES Pts there another ſort of Rel1gious Per ſors, 
_'*>» * which he had brought from beyond the Sea. Antl 


e 


for the Third, His courſly renewing the Charter» . 
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Houſe of Witham, beſide $ 1lr5bury. 

The King having had ſo large Tryall, and fo 
much Knowledge of the C:ry of Londox's Power, 
did not very much ( I ſuppoſe, at any time ) 
diſoblige the C:tizens ; Eſpecially having ſuch 
powerfull Enemies ro deal with as the King of 
France abroad, and at home the inſulting, incroach- 
ing Clerzy, and his own unnaturall refr2@o 
Sons; though one faith, that he nouriſhed Stritg 
amongit his Children with all Diligence, hoping 
thereby to live himſelf in the more reſt. Bur it 
ſeems, that device avail'd him bur little. 

As we have but little reaſon to think, that 
the C:ry of London loſt groynd in Henry's days ; 
ſo under his Son and SucceTlour King Richard, 
we find that Foundation laid, where upon was 
after erected that Famous and Free Way of Elec- 
ing it's own yegrly Governours; wherein ſke now 
glories. Like as William the Firi# gave the Citi- 
Zens their Firſt Charter ; ſo this Noble Richard 
[Cer de Lyon was the King, that ordain'd London 
to be ruld by Two Bazl:ffs whoſe Names were Henry 
of Cornhil, and Richard Fitz, Ryver ;, 4s Fabian tells 
us in that worthy Chronicle, which he compiled of 
the Engliſh and French Nation. This Fabian, be- 
ing Sheritf of this City 1n Henry the Sevens Days, 
by that advantage may be preſumed to have beſt 
known the Afﬀairs of the Cty; and ſeeming to 
write with a great deal of Integrity, in this Rela- 
tion I chiefly follow him, and iſ& inrend as far as 
he reaches ; eſpecially when [ ſhall haye occaſion tg 
Name any of the Bayliffs, Mayors, or Sheriffs ; 
through whoſe yearly Government, in his Second 
Volume, he dednces the Hiſtory in form of Anals, 
down to the beginning of King Herry the Eight's 
Reign, In the P/#/ gue to this Second Part, he tells 
PO, us, 
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us, That the C:ty was antiently under the Rule of 
Poregrieves ; which word Portgrieve lignifies in Sax- 
on, the Guardian, Ruler, or Keeper of a Town. The 
Book called Doomſday, wherein were regiltred in 
Saxon the Laws and Cuſtoms then uſed, being loſt ; 
he acquaints us alſo, that the Remembrance of 
thoſe Rulers, before this Richard's Days, was loſt 
and forgotten. In the ſame Prologue likewiſe he 
hath left us a Copy of Verſes, wrgten in praiſe of 
the City; wherein we are told, That this City 
was never calt down, as other Famous Ones have 
been ; that herein Divine Service was always con- 
tinued in Religious Houſes, in ſuch an Order, that 
when one had done, another began ; and that it 
was famed alſo for the Mayo! and Sheriffs Noble 
Heuſe-keeping ; with much more; which any one 
that pleaſe may peruſe at his leaſure, in the foreci- 
ted Place. 

We likewiſe find there declared the ſeveral 
Wards of theC ty, as they ſtood in Fabiar's Time 
together with the Pariſh-Churches, and other Re- 
ligious Houſes, within and without, ſummed up to 
the Number of One Hundred Sixty Eight: 

This King Richard. (in the Beginning of whoſe 
Reign we firſt hear of the Name of Bail:fs given 
to the Rulers of London) having taken a Voyage 
into the Holy-Land, according to the Religion of 
thoſe Times, and done his Devoir for the. Reco- 
very of it, according to his Strength ; the Clergy- 
2nen had reaſon to. eitc:m well of him; to hamour 
whoſe deſigns he had undertaken ſo chargeable an 
Enterprize : So accordingly we find, that the Ec-' 
cleſiaſticks ſtuck as cloſe to him, as ary of his Sub- 
jedts in his Adverſity, For in his Return frog the 
Holy War (as *twas term'd) Richard being Ship- 
wrack't, took and unpriſon'd by the Duke of Ar- 


ſiria, 
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ia, and long detain'd by the Emperonr, he was 
nr to redeem himſelf, after a Year and three 
Month's Impriſonment, at a large Ranſom : An hun- 
- dred thouſand Pounds were either preſently paid, 
3 or good Pledges left behind him to aſcertain the 


f full and truePayment. A vaſt Sum in thoſe days, 
ſt when Wheat was eſteem'd at a high Price, being 
» ſold at fifteen Shillinys the Quarter; as we find it 
f in the fifrh Year of King Fohr's Reign, about half 
'y a dozen Years after. So that, for this Ranſom, 
” were ſold the Ornaments of the Church, Prelate's 
F Rings and Croſſes, with the Veſſels and Chalices 
ic of the Churches, throughout the Land, Wool of 
IT White Monks and Cannons, and alſo twenty ſeven 
© Shrines ſcrap't and ſpoiP'd of the Gold and Silver 
laid on them in former Times; No Priviledge of 
I Church then regarded, no Perſon ſpar'd. A coſtly 

Voyage indeed it prov'd to the Land, undertaken 
al to fatisfie the Clergy-mer's Ambition ; and there- 
'3 fore they might well be content to bear much of 
, the Charges, and uſe their utmoſt Endeavours in 


the Impriſon'd King's Vindication. And ſo the 
Pope did, as far as Curſes would go ; to which was 
imputed thoſe Miſchiefs, that befel the Duke of 
Axſtria and his Country a little after, as the Ef- 
fefts of the Pope's Indignation. 

The Power, and Eſteem of this City's Favour, in 
thoſe Times of the Kins's Captivity, we need but 
remark out of Newbrigenſis; who acquaints us, 
That when the Chancelour, being then Biſhop of 
Ely, and Governour of the Land, dreaded the Force 
J of the oppoſite Lords, who ſtrove to ſuppreſs him 
of for his Inſolency, and ilt Government, he retir'd 

to London; and humbly intreated the Crritens, 

hot to be wanting to him in that point of time: 
But they being not unmindful of his former Be- 
| haviour, 


[44] 


haviour, rather favour'd the other Party ; where- 
upon the proud haughty Prelare was compell'd to 
reſign his Office, which he had o ill manag'd, and 
depart, to the no fmall Benefit to the Lard in 
thoſe troubleſome Times, 

At London likewiſe was it, that the Lords con- 
ſulred together, for the ordering the Land in the 
King's Abſence ; which, after the late ill Gover- 
novr had been diſcarded, and after an Oath of Fi- 
deli y to the abſent Prizce, was put into another's 
Hands. 

When King Richard was delivered ; as ſoon as 
he landed at Sandwich, we find him coming ſtraight- 
way to London, as the fitteſt Place (it ſeems) to 
receive him, ard aſſiſt him. So accordingly we 
read of his Reception there, with all Joy and Ho- 
nour, 'in fo ſplendid a Pomp, that the German 
Nobles (preſent) beholding it, affirm'd, That if 
the Emperonr had known'of ſuch Riches in Ergland, 
he would not have dimils'd the Ranſom'd K:ng un- 
der an Intolleravle Price. 

A little after, we hear of his riding thence with 
2 convenient Strength, to recover the Places that 
{tood out againſt kim. 

After this, by a Councel of Lords call'd at IWin- 
cheſier, having, deprived his Brother Fehn of his 
Honcurs and Lands, for his *Rebellion, he took 
care to have himſelf crown'd King of England anew. 
As if the Force of his former Cororation was im- 
paired by his Impriſonment ; or elſe he thoughr, 
by this politick Shift, to take cff all Obligations, 
that might heply lie on him, for any thing done 
before. As indeed we quickly after read of a Re- 
{umption of all Patents, Annuities, Fees, and other 
Grants made before his Voyage: But then it's af- 

&rmed to be done by the Authority of a Parliament, 
L'd after his Coronation. After 
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After theſe Paſſages, two State-Informers art 
noted to have rifen up, promitng the X:ng great 
Matters; the Scenes of whoſe chief As were 
either laid, or to have been laid at London. One 
of them, the Abbor of Cadonerce, warning the King 
of the Fraud of his Officers, by vertue of a War- 
rant from him, called divers Officers before him 
at London, to yield to l:im their Accounts. This 
Place was made choice of by him, as the fitteſt (ir 
ſeems) wherein to ingratiate himſelf with the com- 
mon People by ſo plauſible an Act, as bringing of- 
fending Officers to condigne Puniſhment. But 
Death ſoon cut him off, and ſo put an end to all 
his Detigns. The other /#former, called Wilkam 
with the Long Beard, reported to be born in Lon- 
don, of a ſharp Wit , having ſhew'd the Xing of 
the Outrage of the Rich z who (as he ſaid) in 
publick Payments, ſpar'd their own, and pilled the 
Poor; and being upheld by him, became the Pa- 
tron and Defender of poor Men's Caules; and ſtir- 
red up the common Pecple to a deſire and love of 
Freedom and Liberty, by blaming Rich Men's Ex- 
ceſs and Infolence. Hereupon he was followed 
with ſuch numbers of People, that being called 
before the King's Councel upon ſaſpicion of a 
Conſpiracy, the Lords were fain with good words 
to diſmiſs him for the preſent, for tear of the 
Multitude attending him 3 and commaxded cer- ' 
tain to ſeize on him, in the Abience offhis nume- 
rous Abettors. But thoſe thus commanded, mi- 
ſtaking the time, and ſo failing in their intended 
Deſign, he eſcaped, and took Sanctuary in St. Ma- 
ry Bow Church ; where his Strength quickly grew 
{0 great by the Acceſs of the Multicude, that he 
was not eaſily taken.hold of, ncr without ſhedding 
of Blood. However, being at laſt taken, after that 
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the Heads and' Rulers of the Ciry had diminiſh'd 
the People, he, with other his Adherents, was 
arraign'd before the Judges, caſt, condemn'd, and 
hang'd very ſhortly after ; even the following day, 
faith the Chronicle : ſo deſirous were the rich.and 
great Men to have him out of the way, as ſoon 
as they could. But as his Plea of Freedom was ſo 
acceptable to the Commons in his Life-time, that 
he became a Terror to the Great ; ſo, after his 
Death, he ceaſed not for a while to be a Dread to 
many ; by reaſon of a Rumour raiſed and bandi- 
ed about among the Commons, of his Innocency, 
and favourably received of the People, even to the 
approving of him as an holy Man and Martyr, and 
making Pilgrimages to the Place of his Execution 
to the no {mall trouble of thoſe that had. a hand 
im his Death. Ar laſt, the Flame of this Devo- 
tion was ſomewhat cool'd, by the Publiſhing ſome 
Acts of his, with other deteſtable Crimes laid to 
his Cherge ; whether true or falſe, let them look 
to it, who induſtriouſly ſpread them abroad. Yet 
It was not quite put out, till the Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, f man whom, among others, a great 
Crime was rais'd for procuring his Death) had 
accurſed the Prieſt, this Wiktiam's Kinſman ; who 
had openly djvulged the Vertue the Chain (wheres 
with |#:.am was bound in the time of his Impri- 
fonment) had upon a Man fick of the Feaver. 

This Inſtance ſufficiently proves, that the name 
of Liberty ſounds ſweet ; and that ſuch as pro- 
wiſe to procure it, ſhall have Admirers and Fol- 
lowers enough: But that alſo the Favour of the 
Moltirude is deceitfut; and for a Man to put off 
his Fat to the Peop'e, many times 1s the occaſion 


- of loſing his Head, is evidently manifeſted by this 


very ſame Example. How ſmall an Occaſion - 
[9 
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that ſometimes raiſes a Man's Fame ? Yet you here 
find as petty ſmall Matters ſoon likewiſe depreſs 
it. That is no laſting Name, that depends meer- 
ly upon Vulgar Breath. To Defend the Poor and 
Needy, ard prote# the Oppreſſed, is a plauſible Plea. 
Yet it ſhall go hard, but the Rich Oppreſſor will 
find one way or Other, to ruine that Man in his 
Goods, and good Name, if not as to his Life, 
who undertakes ſo noble a Defence. 

As this King Richard (under whoſe Reign theſe 
two Informers roſe up) was Couragious and Va- 
liant in his Life; fo, a little before his Death, 
an At of his Magnanimity and Chriſtian Forbea- 
rance was ſhewed by him, in his freely forgiving 
and remitting the Perſon, then in his Power, that 
occalioned his Death; after that he heard from 
the other's Confeſfion, that in that Deed he inten- 
ded to avenge the Death of his Father and Bre- 
thren, before ſlain by the Ki-g. But yet the Man 
ſcaped not. with his Life, though forgiven by King 
Richard; if that be true, which is ſaid of the 
Duke of Brabant, that he after cauſed him to be 
taken, flead quick, and hanged. 

After Richard's Deceaſe, his Brother John (be- 
ing then in Normandy) ſeizes upon his Treaſure ; 
and, not long after, procures himſelf ro be crown'd 
King at Weſtminſter, though in prejudice to the 
Title of an Elder Brother's Son : Whereto his 
Mother Eleanor 1s thought to have contributed 
not a little ; being poſſibly deſirous rather to ſet 
the Crown upon h T Son's Head, under whom ſhe 
might hope to have a greater Share in the Govern- 
ment, than ſhe could reaſonzbly expeCt under her 
Grand. chiid, then within Age, where her Daugh- 
ter-in-law, the other's Mother, was likely to bear 


the greateſt ſway. So that the ambitious — 
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of Rule is not incident only to Men ; but invades 
even the Hearts of the Female Sex. Here the 
Mother's Ambition raiſes up her Younger Son, e- 
ven tothe Prejudice of her Eldeſt Son's Heir. 

Though Warner be born ſubjeft to Mer, yet it is 
in a manner connatural to them, todelire the Pows+ 
er of commanding ghem at their own will and plex 
ſure. Shew me the Land, where the Scepter hath 
rotoften bowed to the -D:#aff; and the Princes 
Power, together with his heart, been ſubject to a 
capricious Womans Humour. When they creep in- 
to Mens Hearts, and lye in their Boſoms, it is no 
wonder, that they dive intothetr Secrets, and ſwa 
their Councels. So that the Afﬀairsof the Stare of- 
ten turn upon the Hinges of an /mperious Woman's 
Will. Under even the moſt Abiolute Deſpotical Go- 
vernment of the Turks, the Ottoman Power many 
times lies ina Womans Breaſt; and the Sultana's 
do not ſeldome over-rule the Conſults of the Ds- 
van, Of which, let the Ambitious Rexolana, ſome- 
time Empreſs to Sclym.an the Magnificent, ſuffice 
for an Ini ance. 

But what reed we go ſo far, when as nearer 
keme our own E-rs, if not our Eyes, may ſerve for 
Witneſſes of this Truth? Yet, to the Glory of 
E1;land be it ſpoken, this Land flouriſhed 1n ſuch 
Peace and Proſperity, even to a Miracle, under 

ween Elizabeth ; and the T ranquility of her Reign 
hath ſo Honourably Conſfecrated her Memory 1n 
Fame's Temple, that few of our Engliſh Monarchs e- 
ver equa.*d her z none (that 1 know) of all thoſe, 
who went off the Throne, ſurpaſſed her. The Hap- 
Pineſs indeed of her Re:gn, may poſlibly be impu- 
ted much tothe Wiſdom of her Condu#, in ſuffer- 
ing the Aff,irs ofthe Nation to be guided by the 
Councels of Men : Whereas, under ſome of our 
Kings, 
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Kings, our Governours have had ſuch a deal of 
Chamber-praCtice, that the State hath been much 
at the Guidance of Women, or elſe of ſuch Effe- 
minate Perſons, as were quite degenerated from 
| the Spirits, and Courage of their Anceſtors; ag 
who, by their Immoralities, Luxury, and Debau- 
cheries, had little left in them of Heroick and 
Maſculine, and were ſcarce fit for any thing elſe, 
but to be dub'd Knights of the Carpet, 

But what ever was the Title and Means, we 
find Fohn-got into the Throne 3 and, by the aid 
he obtained of his Lords and Commons, before 
the End of the Year, to recover what was loſt 
in Normandy ; we may conclude, it was not with- 
out their Conſents. From Srow's Relation, 'tis 
plain enough, that he was Elefted at London, 
after that Hubert, Arch-Biſkop of Canterbury, had 
made a Speech to that®purport, in the Preſence 
of the Biſhops, Earls, Barons and Others. They, 
it may be, preferring him, a Man of Courage 
and Spirit, and ſo fitter to rule and govern the 
Realm, before the Title of young Arthur, then 
in his Non-age, though of the Elder Houſe. 

For ſeldom 'tis, that unuſual Changes happen, 
without ſome previous Preparatives to make way 
for them. And if a Nation hath once fixt upon 2 
Rule to guide the Succeſſion, they do not preſent- 
ly vary from it, but upon urgent Occaſion. So find 
we in Kingdoms, meerly and properly EleCtive; 
they commonly chuſe the next Heir of the Blood, 
unleſs upon the Interpoſition of ſome notable Im- 
pediment. | 

In Sweden, that War-like Nation, amidſt the 
run Succeſs of their Arms, ſubmitted them- 
elves to Gaitavus Adolphms's Heir, thougha Child, 


andof the Female Sex ; and when ſhe grew up to 
9% Womans 
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Womans Eſtate, they would willingly have con- 
tinued her their Queer, would ſhe but have Marrt- 
ed according to their Delires. 

When that great Change happened in Denmark, 
of late Years, which turned it from an Elettrve to 
an Hcred:tary Kingdom, we may have heard, it was 
effefted by the Policy of the preſent King, who 
made uſe of the Diſtractions of the Nation, then 
almoſt conquered by the Sweedsz and that Scant- 
ling of Fame he had got, by detending his Capiral 
City againſt their furious Aſſaults, to encline the 
petty Remainder of his Subjects, to give way to 
{ſuch an univerſal Change in the Conltitution of 
their Government. So that, whatever Towns or Ci- 
ties were afterwards reduced, they muſt be con- 
tent to yield tothe new- made Law, as the eſtabliſh- 
ed Decrce of the Nation. A hard thing it might 
poſſibly appear to ſuch, who. had no hand in the 
making ofthet Ordinance, and (1t may be) would 
not very readily have given their Conſent there- 
unto: And yet it might have ſeemed as hard to 
them, to have remained under the Sweeds, where 
they had but little hopes of having much Share in 
the Government, or be lookt upon, and dealt with o- 
therwiſe than as a Conguer'd People, The Fame, it 
may be, of this ſucceeding Policy of the Daniſh 
King, withthe Excitation of ſome of the Boutifeus 
of Eurepc, may be ſuppoſed to have. put ſome 
thoughts of the like Nature, into the Poliſh King's 
Head ; ifall be true that hath been reported, of 
the Sloth and Negl:gerce laid to his Charge, by a 
Senator cf the Land, of his Backwardneſsto call 2 
Central Diet of the Nation ; and of the Purport of 
a Speech made to him once within theſe few Years, 
by an Amballador from outof theſe Parts of Emrope. 
Hence likewile m:y have procceded the Fears and 
Jealouſies 
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Jealonſies of the Sweeds, hinted to-us in Forreign 
News, leſt their Xing, by his Neighbours Example, 
ſhould be encouraged to attempt the like : Which 
ſeems ſince to have been very much legitimated, by 
the Alteration lately made in the Senate of that 
Kingdom, if our Modern Intelligencers have given 
us a true Account and Relation of that Aﬀeairs. 

After that Elefive Princes have thus obtained to 
be made Hereditary Monarchs z One of their next de- 
ſires is, to render themſelves Ab/obre in their Go- 
vernment:; Wherein they may have received no 
ſmall Encouragement from the Succeſsful Attempts 
of ſome ſuch 7yranncal Invader of other Mens 
Rights, as the preſent Hettor of France: And nolit- 
tle Help, in the neat way of ſubduing and infla- 
ving their own Country, they may have learnt 
from ſome ſuch contriving Fate, as was one -of 
the Catholick Kings of Spain; who with an Army 
out of one of his Kingdoms, ſubverted the Liberty of 
Another.So ambitious are ſome Men of the fo much 
envied Honour, of ceaſing to be K:»gs of Men, and 
becoming Tryants over Slaves at their Pleaſure. 

With ſome ſuch kind of Dileaſe, do we find King 
Fohn alſo to have been infefted in his time : But 
a Chargeable Diſeaſe you may well call it,which coſt 
him the Loſs of much of his Territories abroad, the 
Hearts of many of his Sjetts {among both the Spi- 
ritualty and Temporalty) at, home, and his Peace 
and Tranquility within, together witha free [mper- 
al Crozn, and all the Regalitics attending it; and 
yet hedyed at laſt, without obtatuing his ſo much- 
deſired Remedy, as I doubt not to make ſuſhciert- 
Iy Evident in the following Relatzon. 

In the Second Year of this King John, by Conn- 
cel of the Burgeſſes of the City of London, Thirty 
Five of the molt ſubſtantial and wiſelt Men are Re- 
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corded to have been choſen, and (after ſome) cal- 
led the. Council of the City ; of which yearly were 
Elefted the Sayliffs, as long as they laſted ; and 
after them the Mayo? and Sheriffg : Which names 
wemeet with, in few Years after. For :bout the 
latter end of this King's Nineth Year, we read of 


' a Grart made to the Cuizens, and confirmed by the 


King's Letters Patents; whereby they had Power 
tochufe Yearly a Mavoz, and Two Sheriffs. The 
Firſt Mayor upon Record, 1s Henry Fitz Alwin, 
ſworn and charged upon A. chaelmas-day, in the 
Tenth Year of this King, Anne Chriſt: 1210. who 
continucd ſeveral Years A:yor : The Sheriffs were 
Peter Duke, and Thomas Neel, ſworn the ſame time. 
And the former Name and Rule of Bayliffs clearly 
diſcharged.. St. Matthew's Day, Nine Days before 
Mcchaclmas, was the time the C:t:Zens then allot- 
ted for their Sheriffs Election ; and on Mrchaelmas- 
aay, was the Mayo? Ordained, by the hike Order, 
to be choſen, and charged then with the others; 
though now this 1n part 1s altered. 

7 his ſame Year is likewiſe noted in Fabian, as for 
th: altering of the Rulers of the City from Bayl:ffs, 
to a /4zyor and Sheriffs; fo alſo for the changing 
of the Bridge from Timber to Stone ; which was 
p2rfe&ted about this time, by the Aid of the C:rz- 
2c ard Paſſengers; it having been Thirty Five 
Years in butlding, according to Srow; who places 
the Beginning hereof, as high as Henry the Sccond's 
days. 50 that, thence forward we may expect to 
find the Power of the C:ry, and its Glory more and 
moreencrealing every Age. 

That the Government of the Ciry ſhould be thus 
changed at the Requett of the C:tiz2er5,and favor 
of them xt as they would have it, argues that their 
Streaztn then was thought conſiderable, & their In- 
tluence 
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Alpence upon the reſt of the Nation eſteemed not to 
be ſmall. For at this time was K.Fobz over-preſſed by 
the Pope and his Clergy,and reduced to ſolow an Ebb. 
of Fortune, that but few Years paſſed, before he 
was fain to buy his Peaceat no leſs a price thanthe 
Reſignation of his Crown. And therefore, in the 
midit of his diſtreſs, by theſe Afts of Favour, he 
may be thought to endeavour to hx the City to his 
Intereſt, as hoping thereby to oblige the Citizens 
to appear in his behalf, ; wy the Pride of theſe 
inſulting Prie#Fs. An Argufnent, doubtleſs, of their 
Power, and the King's Eſteem of it. 

The Occaſion of thedifference between the King | 
and the Pope, (which brought ſuch Woe to the 
Land, and Trouble to the X:1g) was the diſplea- 
ſure he took againſt the Anks of Canterbury, for 


_ their EleCting one to the a HI coptrary 


to his Mind ; together with his RefraCtorineſs, in 
not hearkning to the advice of his Lords and 
Friends, who would have had him have yielded to 
the Pope, then too potent an Adverſary ſafely to be 
conteſted with. To which may be added, his con- 
tinued Obſtinacy, in not yielding to terms of Ac- 
commodation and Accord; when as his Enemies 
grew more powerful, and his own Strength was 
much weakned by the loſs of Normandy. A ſharp 
Correction it proved to the King, to have much of 
his Territories abroad, his Normans antient Inhe- 
ritance, took from him by the War, which the 
French King made upon him, by the Pope's exciting, 
(according to ſome Authors); to have his Land 
and Himſelf accurſed at home, his Lords abſolved 
of their Allegiance, that they might be enabled to 
riſe againſt him, and depoſe him; and he himſelf 
(at ah compelled for his own ſecurity, togive a- 
way his Crown and Dighity, and take it again :-d 
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the Pope at a certain Rent. As hard meaſure had 
the Kingdom, to have the Doors of Churches and 
other Places of Divine Service, ſhut up in C:ry and 
Country, in London, and in the other Parts of the 
Land, that no Religious Worſhip might be uſed 
publickly ; but the Dead muſt be buried like 
Dogs, in Ditches and Corners; No Sacraments 
adminiſtred ; no Baptiſms ; no Marriages ; or if 
there were in any Places, it muſt be by ſpecial Li- 
cence, purchaſed (it maybe) at great -rates; and 
all this, for the Offence of one Man, or a few ; 
which moſt probably did neither conſent to, nor 
could amend, without breaking former Laws and 
Oarths, and offending againſt the Principles of Ho- 
neſty, and the Chri#t:an Religion, Suppole the Head 
Shepherd hd offended ; yet what had the Sheep 
dove, to be uſed thus ? Snre the Pope ſhewed him- * 
ſelf hereby a Loyd of Lords, though he pretends to 
call himſelfa Servant of Servants. From ſuch proud, 
hanghty Servants, Libera nos, His Popeſhip would 
fain be eſteemed a Father of Chriſtsans; but here he 
dealt very hardly with many of the Sons of the 
Church, A ſad Caſe, indeed, were we (poor Chri- 
ſtians) of the Common Herd in, ſhould our Religi- 
on allow us at every turn to be ſent to the Devil, 
becauſe the ambitious Pretences of our Governours 
would not ſuffer them to agree well together a- 
mong themſelves. _ 

But. we know already, or have heard of too 
much of theſe Prieffs Pride, to think them the 
moſt humble, the moſt mortified Men in the 
World. The profeſſed and avowed Principles of 


© ſome of them tell us too too plainly, that we 


are not to take all they ſay to be either Law or 
Goſpell: Neither do every one of-their Actions 
oblige us always to think, that they believe 
them- 
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themſelves in all they affirm. They may indeed 
ſometimes tell a fair ſmooth Tale, when they 
are got a little higher than their Neighbours, 
into a place where they know they muſt nat be 
preſently contradicted ; but when they be come 
down upon plain even Ground, we find them 
(for the (moſt part) mnch like other men : * Nay 
ſome of them ( it may be) an Ace or two worle. 
More Proud, more Ambitious, more Worldly, 
more Covetous; in a word, more debauch'd in 
Principles and Practiſes. I could quickly name 
(if I liſt) among us Proteſtants, of the a7 4 
Religion, of the Church of England (as ſome delight 
to itile themletve-)) the Perions, the Time, and 
the Place, the Dioceſs, the Shire, the Hundred, 
the Pariſh, where lives a double Benefic'd-man 
(fo ſtrong an En2liſh Church man in Word and 
Deed, as not juſtly to be taxed with. tle impu- 
tation of a Phanatich, by fuch as know the man- 
ner of his Converſe) who was not many years 
ſince depriv'd both of Office and Benefice, for 
none of the greateſt Faults that ever was. Surely 
the Pariſh, where the Offence was not comitted, 
deſerved not ſo ill at the Reverend Biſhop's Hands, 
as to be deprived 'of the Uſe and Benefit of their 
Paſtor. Neither know I wherein the harmeleſs 
Pariſhoners of the other Place had ſo highly offend- 
ed, as to merit the loſs of their Head Shephierd's 
over-light; unleſs we mult fancy them acceſſary 
to his Young Cxrare's indiſcretion, in not bowing 
low enougi- at the Church-door, to a ſtately Dame 
of the Pariſh: So, if my Memory deceive me nG6t, 
have I ſome where read it obſerv'd, ard it ſeems 
alſo verified in the Hiſtory, that though the Name 
of King's was thrown quite out of Rome, yet the 
Power ſome induſtrioully ſtrove {till to retain. 
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The Conditions, where on King John was re- 
concil'd to the Pope, were to this purport, That 
he ſhould admit the Ach-B:ſbop to his See, pea» 
ceably to enjoy the P1ofits and Fruits thereof ; 

it the Prior, his Monks, and Others, before 
exil'd for the Arch-Biſbop's Cauſe, to re-enter the 
Land, without trouble, or future Moleſtation ; 
together with Reſtitution to them to be made, 
of all Goods taken from them by his Officers, in 
the time of this variance : And that he ſhould like- 
wiſe yield up into the Pope's Hands all his Right 
and Title to the Crown of England; with all Re- 
venues, Honours, and Profits belonging to the ſame, 
as well Temporal as Spiritual, to hold it ever af- 
ter, both He and his Heirs, from the Pope, and his 
Succeſlors, as the Pope's Feodaries, 

Theſe Articles thus granted, and the Lords 
ſworn to maintain them, the X:ng upon his bend- 
ed Knees, taking the Crown from his Head, deli- 
vered it to the _ Legate, reſigning it into the 
Pope's hands, both in Word and Deed; and after 


five days reſumed it of the ſame Hands, by Virtue 
of a Bond or Inſtrument made unto the Pope ; which 
I have here tranſcribed out of Mathew of Paru's 
Hiſtory ; that ſuch as carenot what Religion gets 
uppermoſt in the Land, may know what they are to 
expect, if Popery ſhould once get ſucn a head, as tg 
come in again. 


Johannes 
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Ohannes De: Gratia Rex An- 

elix, &c. Onnibus Chriſti fr 

delibus, hanc Chartam inſpe&u- 
ri, ſalutem in Domino. Untverſsta- 
ti Veſtre per hanc Chartam ſgillo 
noſtro Munitam Volumus eſſe notum, 
quod cum Deum & Matrem No- 
ftram Sanftam Eccleſaam Offenderi- 
mus in multis, © proinde Druina 
Mifericordia plurimum indigeamus, 
nec quid digne offerre poſſumus pro ſa- 
tiefaftione Deo &+ Ecclefie debita 
facienda, niſs noſmet ipſos bumiliemus 
et regna noſtra : V olentes nos ipſos hi- 
miltare pro illo qui ſe pro nobis humili- 
avit uſque ad Mortem, Gratia Santtt 
Spiritys inſpirante, nonvi interditti, 
nec timore coatti,ſed noſtra bona ſpor- 
taneag; V oluntate ac communi Conci- - 


lio Baronum Noſtrorum Conferimus, 
On 
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e* hbere concedimus Des ©» Sandis 
Apoſtolis ens Petro &- Paulo &- 
Sanz Romanz Eccleſue Matro- 
ne Noſtre, ac Domino Papx Inno- 
centio, ejnſque Catholicis ſucceſſort- 
bus, totum Regnum Anglie, ©» to- 
tm Regnum Hiberme, cum om 
Jure &- pertinenths ſuis, pro Remiſ- 
frone Omnium Peccatorum Noſtro- 
rum, &+ totins Generis Human, tam 
pro viuts quam pro defunttis, & a 
modo illa ab eo > Eeeleſra R oma- 
na, tanquam ſecundarins recipientes 
TC» tenentes, in preſentia Prugentis 
Viri Pandulphi Domini Papx Sub- 
diaconi et Familiaris.Exinde preditto 
Domino Papx Innocentio,ejuſq;C4a- 
rholicis ſucceſſoribus &+ Eccleſre Ro- 
manz, ſecnmdum ſubſcriptan farmam 
fecimnus &+ juravimus, © bomagi- 
111 
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um ligium in preſentia Pandulphi, 
ficoram Domino Papa eſſe poterimns, 
eidem faciemus ; Succeſſores noſtros 
et Heredes de ©xore noftra m per- 
pernnum obligantes, ut ſynli modo 
 ſummo Pontifict qu Io tempore fu- 

erit, &- Eccleps Romanx, ſme 
contradictione debeant fidelitatem pre- 
flare, © homagium recognoſcere. 
Ad indicium autem bujus notre per- 
etne Obligationis © conceſſions, 
Volumus et Stabilimus, ut de proprijs 
et ſpectalibus redditibus noftris pre- 
dittorum regnorum, pro omni ſervitio 
et conſuetudine, que pro ipſes facere 
debemus, ſalvis per omnza Denarijs 
Beati Petri, Eccleſia R omana mil- 
le marcas Eſterlingorum percipiat an- 
muatim: in fefto ſcilicet Santti Mi- 
chaclis quingentas Marcas, et «n 
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Paſcha quingentas. Septingentas ſcili- 
cet pro Regno Angliz, et trecentas 
pro Regno Hibernix : Salvis nobis 
et Heredibus noftris jutiths, Liber- 
tatibus, et Repalibus noftris. Que 
omnia, ſicut ſupra ſcripta ſunt, rata 
eſſe volentes atque firma, obligamus 
nos et ſucceſſores noftros contra non 
wenire : et ſr nos vel aliquis ſucceſſs- 
rum NoStrorum contra bc attentare 
preſumpſerit , quicunque ille fuerit, 
niſr rite commonitus reſipuerit cadat 
ajure Reg. Et bec charta Obliga- 
tionts et conceſſionis noflre ſemper 
firma permaneat. T eSte meipſo apud 
domum Militum T empli juxta Uc- * 


veram,, coram H. Dublinenſs Archi- 


piſcopo, Johanne Norwicenſs Epiſ- 
copo, Galfrido filio Petri, W .Comt- 
te Sarisberie, Willielmo Comte 

Pembroc. 
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Pembroc. R. Comite Bononie, W. 
Comite Warenne, S. Comte WW; inton. 
W.Comite Arundel W.Comite de 
Ferraijs, W .Briwere Petro filioHe- 
reberti, VW arino filioGeroldi, xV.die 
Maii, An. R egni nostri decimo quarto. 


| —— 


In Engliſh thus : 


OHN by the Grace of God King 
of England, (yc. to the Faith- 
tul in Chriſt, that ſha ſee this Pa- 
per, greeting. To you all We 
would it ſhould be known by 
this Paper 1ſeal'd with Our Seal, 
That ſince We have offended Ged 
and our Mother the Holy Church in 
many things, and therefore ſtand 
in very great need of the Drvine 
Mercy, and are not able to offer 
any due ſatisfaction to God and 
the Church, unteſs We humble 
Our Selves and Our Kingdoms : 
Being willing to humble Our 
Selveg 
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Selves for His ſake,who humbled 
Himſelf even unto Death for us, 
through the Grace of the Holy Spi- 
rit inſpiring Us, not by force of 
the Interdict, nor compelled by 
Fear, but of Our Own good and 
free Will, and by the common 
Counſel of Our Lords We give, 
and freely yield to God and to his 
Holy Apoſtles Peter and Paul and 
to Our Antient Mother the Holy Ro- 
man Church, and to Our Lord Pope 
Innocent, and to his C atholick Succeſ- 
ors, the whole Kingdom of Eng- 
land, and the whole Kingdom of 
Ireland, with all Right and Ap- 
purtenances thereto belonging, 
for the Remiſlion of all Our fins, 
and the ſins of all Mankind, as 
well for the Living as for the 
Dead, and from henceforth from 
him and the Roman Church as a Fe- 
odary receiving and holding 
them, in the Preſence of the Wile 
Pandulphus Subdeaconand Servant 


of 
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of our Lord the Pope. From hence- 
forth to the aforenamed Lord Pope 
Innocent, and to his Catholick Succeſ- 


ſors and to the Church of Rome, ac- 


cording to this Written form, We 
have.made and ſworn Leidge Ho- 
mage in the Preſence of Pandul- 


phus ; and if We could be before 


Our Lord the Pope, We would do 
it to him : Binding Our Sacceſſors 
and Heirs by .our Wife for ever, 
that in like manner to the Pope 
for the time being, and to the 
Roman Church, they perform Feal- 
ty without contradiction, and ac- 
knowledg Homage:Moreover in to- 
ken of this Our perpetual Obliga- 
tion and Grant We will and or- 
dain, T hat out of Our proper and 
tpecial Revenues of the aforeſaid 
Kingdoms, in Leu of all Service 8& 
Cuſtoms, We ought to do for the 
lame, always excepting Peterpence, 
the Church of Rome receive Yearly a 
thouſand Marks ſterling : wiz. At 
Michael 


[6] 
Michaelmas five hundred, and at 
Eaſter five hundred, that is ſeven 
hundred for the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, and three hundred for the 
Kingdom of Ireland : ſaving to Us 
and our Heirs our 7uſtice, Liberties, 
and Royalties, All which, as above 
written, willing to have ratified 
and confirmed, We bind Us and 
our Succeſſors not to do contrary : 
And if We or any of Our Succeſſors 
ſhall preſume to attempt ought a- 
zain{t theſe Preſents, who ever he 
be,unleſs being rightly admoniſh- 
ed he repent,he ſhall loſe all Right 
to the Kingdoni. And let this 
Charter of Our Obligation and Grant 


remain always firm.-;---Witnrſs Our 
Self at the Houſe of the Knights-Templars, 
near Dover, before H. Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, 
John Biſhop of Norwich, Jeftery the Son of Pe- 
ter, W. Earl of Salisbury, William Earl of 
Pembrook, R. Earl of Bononia, W. Earl of 
Warenne, S. Ear! of Wincheſter, W. Earl of 
Arundel, W. Earl Ferrars, W. Briwcre, Peter 
the Son of Herebert, W arine the $92 of Gerold, 
' onthe Fifteenth Day of Vay, in the Fourteenth 
Tear of Onr Reign, a 
n 
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And now ye Engliſhmen can ye be content to bs 
the Popes ſlaves ? you here ſee their title, their Claim, 
what they pretend to ; and if they can but once get 
the upper hand, affure your ſelyes they will quickly 
ſer their title a foot, Nay,. may not you find this 
the ground-work of their laſt grand Plot, to de- 
ſtroy our King, and ſubvert the Government, . and 
root out this Peſtilent Herefie (as they are pleas'd to 
term the Proteſtant Religion ) out of this part of 
the Northern world? Are you willing your Native 
Country ſhall once again become the Popes Pack- 
horſe, to bear all the Burthens theſe unmerciful Ma- 
Rers ſhall think fit-to lay on it? If you value nor 
your Chriſtian Religion, have you lo little eſteem for 
your Native Liberty, your Engliſh freedom, your 
birthright,as to ſell ic troRomes Chapmen for a meſs of 
Portage, or barter it away to your fellow Citizens 
for the husks they feed their Swine with? If your 
Prince be once compelPd to become Romes Tributa- 
ry, and here you ſee 'their Plea, you have little rea- 
ſon to expect, that you ſhall continue any long time 
tree. Look upon ycurFrench Neigt-bours on the other 
ſide of rhe Sea, and ſee how they groan under woile 
than Agyptian Bondage, enflav'd both in Bodies 
and Souls # See how lowly the poor opprefſed Com- 
mons go in their wooden Shoes, and Canvaſs Breech- 
&: How greedily they feed ' upon bare bread and 
garlick, and, amidſt your preſent plenty, count how 
mary hungry meals they make upon that courſe 
Fare, it you have figures enough in your Arithme- 
tick to number them. Amidſt the overflowing of 
your Cups, think how often they drink p!ain water, 
or the ſinall, ſowre verjuice of their wate1'd Grapes, 
when the Kings Taxes have ſwept away 19 Hog- 
ſheads of their Wine out of 20. To riſe a litthe 
higher, give me leave to tell you, what I have ſome- 
tine 


[66] 


time heard ; for here I profeſs to ſpeak only upon 
kear-ſay, having never made Tryal hereof inmy own 
particular, nor ſo much as defiring ocular demonſtra- 
tion, hoping that none fhall ever live to ſee theſe 
French Fruits growing upon Engliſh ground, nor any 
of their ſeed ſown on my Native ſoil to proſper. *Tis 
out oi the mouth of one, who liv'd amongſt them 
many years, I ſhall take leave to acquaint you, that 
in the French Kings late Wars, the- Taxes roſe fo 
high, that many would willingly have thrown u 

their eſtates into the Kings Hands, for the time theſe 
impolttions were to Jalt, but they were to be hang'd 
by the Kings Decree upon ſo doing : So that they 
muſt upon pain and perils of Death manage ther 
own Lands, and what the Product of their Grounds 
would not amount to, muſt be procured ſome other 


way towards their appointed Payments. Whether it ' 


be eaſy ro make brick without ſtraw, judge ye.Wall 
you like to have aVapouring Gentleman,or a huthng 


Soldier with Piſtols in his Saddle bow, come heQo- . 


ring up to your Plow-tails, and commanding 
you to leave your work, and go along with him 
to ſhew him on his way , where you muſt 
ſometimes run along by his Horſe fide, two or 
three miles it may be, without a penny for your 
_ not ſo much as daring to ſhew any the leaſt ro- 

en of Regret, for fear of taſting the mercy of one 
of his Piſtols, Will it pleaſe you Jo ye think, to ſtay 
at home by turns every day one of you, to give Di 
rections to every roaring {waſh Buckler, that rides 
with Sword and Piſtols when he comes furiouſly in- 
to the Village, and calls as with Authority, for a 
Guide to run along with himat his pleaſure, when as 


now ſome of you will ſcarce vouchſafe other thana « 
rough anfwer,or Awkward directions to the travelling | 
ſtranger, 
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ſtratger, that civilly defires ſo fall » thing at youf 
hands: Now ſome of you will ſcarce ſhew any ye- 
ſpect either ts your equals or betters,bur what would 
you think of it, to be made defiſt from your work, 
ro ſhew obeyſance, at rwo or three furlongs diſtance, 
to thoſe Hectoring Blades of the Country that expe& 
and demand it at your hands? And yet ſome ſuch 


' thing have I heard . What a wonderous plea- 


fing ſpetacle would this be in England, where the 
meaneſlt little values the threats and menaces of the 
greateſt Gentleman, on whom they have no depen» 
dance for work or maintainance, or hopes to gain any 
thing by him ? X 

From the poor enflaved Peafants of France, come 
we to the Gentry of the Land, and ſee how they 
creep, and cringe, and croutch to, the: Nobles, and 
how humbly thefe muſt alſo behave themſelves to- 
wards their Arbitrary King. And” the King hin 
ſelf, had not the ſucceſs of his Arms rais'd him to 4 
higher pitch then his Anceſtors, muſt have vail'd co 


. the tripple Crown, and have receiv'd rhe Popes more 


imperious Commands with a little more ſubmiſſion; 
would he have liv'd in ſecurity, then now we believe 
he does, | How will you my dear Countrymen bring 
your ſelves to disgeſt theſe compel'd humiliations ? 
Would any of theſe ſervile flaviſh ſibmiſſions go 
down well with your free hearts ? Yet ſuch; it not 
worſe muſt you expect upon the introduttion of Po+ 


| Pery into the Land. Your Bodies, your Souls, your 


Eſtates, your Poſterity, muſt then be ſubjeCted to Ar» 
bitrary Powers. Though the dregs of the Popes 
Cup might. be poſſibly nauſeous to ſome of your 
queaſy ſtomachs, yet it may be many of you could 
be well enough contented with a refined Caſſandiian 
Popery, the German Emperours Imerim, ot ſome 
ſuch motley model of Religion, as-the preſent French 
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King had coritriv'd ( as I have read ) to have intro 


duc'd into his:Realms, had his late Arms ſubdaed the 
Refraftory Hullanders ; Nay, for a good need the 
Trent Faith might bave went down with ſome care- 
les ind fferents;;But what wou!d you ſay to that more 
rehn*d ſlavery alſo, which mult in likelyhood follow 
your rehin'd Popery ? How would you like to have 
your Priviledges, Properties, your tree Engliſh Liber- 
ty, your lives, cſtares, and fortunes,and all that's near 
and dear unto-you, to lie at other n:ens mercy, in the 
Power of ſuch, whom you have little reaſon to eſteem 
your Friends, and all this and much more ( it more 
can be ) to be done by your own conſents ? How 
wel! wou!d this pleaſe you ? To have a Paris Parlia- 
ment, Frech Councils, and a bigotted domineering 
Clergy, that ſhall preach you up ſlavery from their 
Pulpirs, and make you to taſt the ſweets of it in their 
Courts, When you muſt always ſpeak well of Fa- 
ther Fryar, be it only for fear; And if you ſee the 
. Prieſts debauching your Wives or Daughters, tho 

in diſtruſt ro your own Eye-fight, you muſt not open» 
ly profeſs to believe otherwiſe,. than that they are 
bleſſing them, nor ſo much as dare to mutter berween 
your teeth,” unleſs you'll run the danger of being 
clapt up in the Inquiſition for an Heretick, or be lia 
ble to the greetings of ſurly Mr. Paritor, ſummoning 
you to my Lord Biſhops Court, for defaming the 
Clergy, and raiſing a ſcandal upon the Church. Now 
many of your Lands you hold for your own, but 
don't you know that much muſt return back to the 
once deſtroy'd Covents, if Popery prevails, when you 
ſhall be taught to believe, that whatever is given to 
the Prieſts, the Church, is dedicated to God, and 6 
not to be alienated without manifeſt ſacriledge? 
How like ye from Freeholders to become Tenants 
toa Luxurious and laſcivious multitude of idle 


Monks 


ms a _- wc, 0 —_ Mr. Mel eds tees aa 


7 6a 6a T 


[ 69 ] 


Monks and Fryers, full ted pon the ſweat of your 
Jabours, and good for little elfe but to diminiſh your 
Eſtates, and baſtardiſe your Poſterity ? 

Look into ſome of the Popiſh Collegizre Found+- 
tions, and fee whether you cannot /find, a fixt fer-ak 
lowance appointed a4 Pargandos Renes *'So that Re 
rainers,-Dependers, Brewers, Bakers, and fuch like, 
were bou;r1 (TI have fomertime heard) to ſend their 
Maids and L).ughters ar fer times to Phyfick theſe lazy 
idle Drones. Saturdays onee a month Þ have heard 
nam'd, otker days it's likely they could eome Faſt 
enough home to their Houſes. Miny- now adays 
have conſciences large enough, to be dealing wt\ 
other mens ; bur how would you bear it to ſee 
your own \Vives, Daughrers and Kinſwomen wholly 
at the Devotion of the Pope's luſtful unmarried Cler- 
gy ? Their Auricular Contefſion 1s as next a Device 
to command your Wives hearts, their Honeſties, and 
your Purſes, as thoſe Indian Prieſts the Bramms lying 
with the new married Bride the fiſt night. How 
powerfully inclin'd the Pop'ſh Clergy are that way, 
you may learn from the Danes and Swedes, whoſe 
Magiſtrates have found Guelding (I have ſom« where 
read) a more eff-Etua] way, to keep them from com- 
mg to diſturb their Country, than putting to death : 
And this is ſaid to have been the Advice of a convert- 
ed Nun, Sach female Votaries being moſt likely 
beſt able to know the Clergy's Conſtitution, their 
pub.iick Houſes being (er ſo near together in Popiſh 
Countries. In ſome places you may 'hnd the Reli- 
gious Men and Women (us they call them) under 
the ſame Roof, to their frequent c nverſe. Take 
up your Kenning-glafſes, and view ſome of the beſt 
ſpots of ground in this Land, and it's much if you 
do nor hind, that the Covents of Men had their Nun- 
neries of Women ſituated near enough, to have mu- 
F 2 tual 
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tual conver ene with another, by ſecret pallages 
ander the Earth, If you will not believe me, as it 
writing out of prejudice, more than knowledge, ask 
fach as have- liv'd, amongſt the Papiſts beyond' Sea 
nnader a Popiſh Government, and they may chance to 
tell you more of their manners,of theClergy's Power, 
and Lairy*s Subje&tion, and the cruel Merci: cf the 
Bloody Inquilition. Do you think that theſe '{ave- 
nous ſtrangers will be more kind to you, than to 
their own Country-men ? That ſuch as .look upon 
you but as Hereticks, and 1o little better thar plain 
Baſtards :- Your Parents having nor in their opinions 
been rightly Married, becauſe no: according to the 
Conſtitution of their Church, who think themſelves 
highly injur'd by you, in your keeping the Abby- 
Lands from reverting to their antrent Uſe, and not 
building anew the Old Religious Houſes deſtroyed 
in your Fore-fathers days, who already gnaſh upon 
you with their Teeth, in hopes of a furure Power 
over,you, and have had I know not how many Plots, 
Projects and Contrivances to deſtroy you Body and 
Soul, in proſecution whereof ſo many of their Bre- 
threa in Iniquity have already loſt their Lives by 
your hands ; That fach ſhould be thought by any 
Friends to England, and u's Laws? That ſach whim- 
{ical Phantaſies ſhould enter into the hearts of Eng- 
liſh men ? Do you think they will alter their man- 
ners, by ſhifring their Habitations? That the 
Blackamore will ever change his Skin by coming 
1nto a colder Climate ? 

Let us look a little upon the firſt Diſcoveries of 
their lare grand Plot, (fo often inculcated upon the 
Nation by His Majeſties many Royal Proclamations 
and Speeches, that no Loyal Spirits can any longer 
doubt of rhe Truth of it, who give any deference to 
the Word of a King) and we hall find there their 
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main Deſign after our King's Murder, to have rooted 
out the Gentry of the Nation, whoſe Lives ſhould ir 
ſeems, have been offered up'as ſo many Sacrifices to 
appeaſe the injur'd Ghoſt of their Murder'd Prince. 
Some of your Women. perhapsthey might have con- 
deſcended to have fav'i\ ror their Lufts, your little 
Children for Slaves, the Poor and bifer fort for their 
Servants, but the Men of Subſtance mult in likelihood 
have gone all to pot, as Obſtacles to their cruel in- 
tended Deſign. And yer ſtill *tis but a perhaps ; we 
are not ſure they would have ſpared any. Nay ra- 
ther, we are morally cer:2in, that all of any tolerable 
Age muſt have Died, u c6e Depoſition of Mr. Bed/ow 
(lo often credited) remains yet of any value amongſt 
us, from whoſe Artteſtation publickly ſworn upon 
Oath in Ireland's Trval, we tind the exrent of the 
Deſign,(befides the ſubverlion of the Government) io 
have been, the extirpating of the Proteſtant Religion 
to thar Degree, (which was alwaies concluded on in 
all the Conſults wherein he was) that they would nor 
leave any Member of any Heretick in Eng/and, that 
ſhould ſurvive, to tell in the Kingdom hereafter, that 
there was ever any ſuch Religion in England, as the 
Proteſtant Religion. 1f diſcovered, and © fruſtrated, 
Contrivances may not ſuthciently warn you, to be- 
ware of the Jeſuits Intentions to youward : Conlider, 
Matters of Fact, and ſee whar hath already been 
done in other places, and ſo come from thinking what 
hath been done, to what may be done, and whar 
afſuredly ſhould be done, if ſome might have their 
waies, minds and deſires. Caſt a look or two upon 
Bobemia, that once flouriſhing Land, under Wick!/;#*s 
Doctrine ; Famous for the Martyrdom of Fohn Huff, 
and Ferom of Prague; the Courage of blind Ziſca 
with his valiant Souldiers, and noted a'fo for their 
Liberty of Chuſing their Princes: See now how 
F 4 much 
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much of the Bohemians Antient Liberty or Religion 
Is yet remaining amongſt them. Enough of the pra» 
Etices and Gevices the Jeſuits uſed ro new model 
the Nat on, after they had once reduc'd it by force 
of Arms, you may find in the Hiſtory of the Bobe- 
wian Perſecution , Londen, Printed by B. A. for 
Fohn Walker. 

But to return to Ring Fohn, whence I have di- 
preſſed, afrer his Reſignation and Reaſſumprion of the 
Crown at the yearly Rent of 900 or 1000 Marks of 
Silver, the Return of the Archbiſhop, and tne other 
Exiles into the Land, we read of the releaſing and 
annulling of the Interdiftion, which had laſted fix 
years, odd months and days, but it waz not before 
that the King, according to one of the Articles, had 
made reſtitution to the ſufterers, which the Chronicle 
faith amounted in the whole to 1 8200 . Marks. One 
would have thought, afrer ſo much truuble, the King 
would have been weary of endeavouring after Arbr- 
trary Power.But the Event may make us apt to tt ink, 
thar among other inducements, to yield to the fore- 
cited hard terms of Accommodatian, one mig'1t be 
fome hope to domineer the better over the Lauy,now 
he was reconciled to theClergy,and (> rake a compleat 
revenge upon ſuch, as would not erewhile aflift him 
againit the Pope. For not long after the late Agree- 
ment, we hnd mention made of fa great diffention 
between the King and h's Lords, thar much People 
were raiſed on either part. ' Qae occaſion a'ledg'd is, 
that the Ring would not hold Edward's Laws, and 
yet he had taken' an Oath, at the Return of the 
Exil'd Clergy-men into England, to call in all wick- 
ed Laws, and put in place of them the Laws of 
Ring Edward, if Stow”s Annals record the Truth. 
Another,' that the Kigg would have 'Exi''d without 
Law the Earl of Cheſter, for ſome Advice he+ had 
mw LN LS given”; 
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given him, relating to his Vices, which the other 
did not well digeſt. The Fing's Party being then 
the ſtronger, the Lords took the City of London for 
their Retuge, and remained th:rein. Though we 
read of much harm done this year in London by Fire, 
and of the burning a great part. of the Burrough of 
Southwark ; yet it ſeems the City was ſtrong enough 
to become the Barons Bulwark againſt the inrag'd 
King's Ire: And ſiding with them, ſo inhanced the 
Barons fame, that (as Stow tells us) all except a few 
went to the Barons (de, ſo that King Job» durſt nor 
peep out of Wind/or Caſtle. Ar length by the Pre- 
lates Mediation a Peace was made for a while, and to 
eſtabliſh ir the hrmer, the King and the Lords ſoon 
after met with great ſtrength on eithcr ſide on Berbame 
Dawn, where a Charter was devisd, made, and 
ſealed by the King to the Barons content. A.C. 12 14. 
according - to Falian's account. Henry Fitz Aluyn 
continued then Mayor of Lond. nm, Ralph Egland and 
Conſtantine le Joſne being Sheriffs in this 14th year of 
K.7okr's Reign. Yer in Stow we read of a Meeting ap- 
pointed in a Meadow betweenSrams & Windſor,where 
the King granted thel aberties without any difficulty, 
the Charter whereof is dated, Fune 16. An. Reg. 17. 
* As for the loud and clamorous Declamations of 
ſuch, who te:] us,that the grand Charter of our Lives, 
Liberties and Eſtates,our Properties and Priviledges, 
was gain'd at firſt by Rebellion,and would thus flily 
as it were infinuate, that it was and is retained by 
like unlawful waies and means: We would defire 
them to give us better proots for what they fay, than 
their own bare Aﬀeverations, which will not yet go for 
currant Coin in all Markets. "That Edward the Cone 
feſſor's Laws were very acceptable to the generality of 
the Nation, we have great reaſon to believe from their 
cominued dcfire to retain them, That WVilliaw the firſt 
| | granted 


[74 ] 


granted the uſe of them to the Nation, is ſufficient] 
inſtanced above. That Hemy the firſt uſed them is 
likewiſe -mentioned before, for fo athrms the Chro- 
nicle.ThatKing Fobn himſelf accorded to them at his 
coming to the Crown, we may (1 doubt not) reaſo- 
ſonably believe, con{tdering his Title,and the Conteſt 
he was like to have about ir. 1f a Negative may be 
admitted an Argument in the caſe, I do not remem» 
ber that I have read of any difference between him 
and his Lay-Barons about them, till after that he 
was reconciled to the Pope, by the reſignation of his 
Crown, and performance of the other conditions en» 
joyned him. Bur atter the King's giving away his 
Crown, and reſuming it again upon a Foundation 
wholly and altogether new, 1 know not but he might 
think all former obligations void, and ſo would en+ 
deavour to have his Will of the Laity, when he hop'd 
he had fixt the Clergy faſt enough on his ſide, by the 
new condeſcenſion he had lately made ro the Pope's 
Ambitious deſires and pretenfions. It was after this Res 
conciliation that we read in Sto» of the Barons com-+ 
ing to St. Edmundribury, and producing the Charter of 
King Henry the firſt, which they had received of 
the Archbiſhop Stephen. 

However, let the occaſional Cauſes of making and 
confirming this grand Charter of our Engliſh Liber- 
ties be what they will; whatever were the grounds of 
the Barons deliring,or the motives of the King's grant- 
ing it: Upon what Foundation foever /fo it be ſound 
at the bottom | ſtand theſe Pacts and Compacts be» 
. tween the King and his Subjects. For my part I know 
no reaſon why Princes and Great men ſhould not 
think it their Duty, to keep their words firm and in- 
violable,as we'| 4+ perſons of meaner rank and quality. 
*T'was a Romijh Cardinal, an [talian, a Papiſt, living 
long in the French Government, trom whom I have 
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heard come the DoQtrine, of not being a ſlave to ones 
word. As the Duty, fo I belieye it the Intereſt of Go- 
vernours, to be juſt and firm to their Promiſes, other- 
wile it is a Queſtion how long the people under them 
will continue firm to theirs, when they think they have 
a convenient opportunity to break them. Fear may do 
much,but Conſcience | fancy. will do but little in this 
Caſe, to keep the one Party fixt and firm to his Bar- 
gain, when the ather valacs not-to perform the Con- 
ditions of their mutual Compact. 

Such as love to talk of nothing but Conquerours 
and Conqueſts, captivating and inf{laving men to Ar- 
birary Powers, as if at jeud and defiance with all 
mankind but themſelyes and their ownParty:it my Ad- 
vice .may be taken, they would do wilely to [tifle ſuch 
harſh unplealing Doftrines in their own breaſts, and 
not openly produce them in publick view to all with- 
out diltin&tion,leſt one bold confident brazen-fac'd tel- 
low or other ſhould ſtart up out of the Vulgar Herd, 
and ask them, why the people would not have as good 
a Title totheir Power, when they had got the upper 
hand,as thoſe Princes, who claim only by Conqueſt ? 
A Queſtion that at firſt view would ſeem very plauſible 
to many,if well ſtated without the previous conladera- 
tion of Oaths, Promiſes and Compadts. As for the cou- 
ſequences, that ſome may fancy hid in the belly of ir, 
like rhe Armed Grecians in the Trojan Horle,look they 
to them, who hnd themſelves concern'd on either {1de. 

It's well enough known, whar a }zrge tract of 
ground, the Frexch King hath ſeis'd in the Spanyh 
Netherlands within thcle tew years, and brought the 
People of thoſe Provinces under his own Subje/tion 
by torce. Thar histitle to thoſe lands ar firſt was 
none of the beſt is plain enough to ſuch, 2s know his 
Pretenſions, As for that ſhadow of claim, which 
might be fancied to accrue to him by his Queen, the 
| late 
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fate Spaniſh KingsDavghter,that it is clear done away, 
as far as words and wntings could go, is manifeſted 
by the Printed Articles of the Pyrenzan Treaty, 
The beſt Title, I find he had to thoſe Couurries, waz 
the Spaniſh Rings weakneſs to defend thoſe Subjes 
himſelt,cogetherit may be with ſome unwillingneſs to 
let them look to the payment of as great an Army, as 
was thought needful for their defence, out of their 
- own Mony, by their own Officers. He was made per- 
haps to fear, leſt the Soldiers ſhould have been more 
at the Devotion of ſuch as paid them, than at his that 
rais'd them, though he appointed ſuch a General, 
fuch Officers, and ſich Soldiers as he thought hr, and 
had had the ſole ordering of them, at his own will, 
and pleaſure, in all other things but naming the Pay- 
maſe s. Or rather was it not his Prime Councellors, 
the Spaniards, loathneſs to loſe the many pickings 
they glean'd out of their Offices in thoſe Countries, 
by defrauding the Soldiers of their appointed pay, 
and fo cheating both King and Country ? Publck 
good is much bandied up and down among men in 
words, but in rruth and reality, private intereſt is 
that which moſt overſways. As F the reſt of the 
' French Rings pretences, that he makes uſe of them 
for meer colours, 1s evident by the novel. invention of 
DepenCencies. If need be, we doubt not bur, like 
Haniball paſſing over the rugged Alps with his Ar- 
my,he can either nd a way or makeore; be it but 
fuch a one, as his Manifeſto, at the beginning of his 
late Wars with the Dutch, tells us of, wiz. his own 
Glory: One of the trveſt pretenſions | believe of all. 

Now put the Caſe and f..ppote, that the Inhabi- 
tants of theſe late ſubdued Countries ( brought under 
the French Kings Subjection by the force of his 
Arms, and all former right and title to them being 
relingquiſh'd by theit ancient Prince the King of 
Spain 
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Spain in his late Treaties) ſhould one time or other, 
by ſome unexpeCted, unſeen, unthought of accident, 
get ſuch power into their hands, as to break oft theſe 
French Chains of Slavery, beat the French Kings Ol- 
ficers and Soldiers out of their Country, and keep 
him at a Bay by the ſtrength of their Arms : the 
Queſtion would be among our” Politick Cafuilts, whe- 
ther they would not have as good right and 'Title,to 
place the Government of their Country in what 
hands they pleaſed, as the French King now hath in 
aCtual potſefſion : My meaning is of ſuch, who ſhall 
not have paſs'd away themſelves, by Oaths, Cove- 
nants and Compacts. That they fit down quie'ly 
u..der the French Government, and do not publick|y 
oppoſe, is but a ſilent argument, a negative proof at 
beſt. They do not openly declare their diſſent, 
ergo they atlent and conſent, is ſuch a concluſion thar 
will not wel! and cleverly follow from the premiſes. 
What ſuch as are for the preſent French intereſt may 
athrm, let them likewiſe well prove, Lut methinks 
true Engliſh men ſhould not be over-ready to diſclaim 
the Netherlands right, when they call to mind, that in 
Queen El/izabeths days our Governours thought good 
to defend the poor diſtretſed Provinces, againſt the 
Tyrannical Arbitrary pretences of the Spanzb King, 
who,contrary to their ancient priviledges would have 
reduc'd them all by force to Popery and Slavery, to 
oppoſe which, their Neighbours, eſpecially England, 
lo powerfully aſfiſted them, that the Spaniard was 
fain at laſt to declare, he would treat with them, as 
with free States, before he could get a treaty of peace 
with them. Such as break ancient Covenan's, and 
fling the firſt ſtone, had need ſtand upon ſafe and ure 
ground, leaſt they find too many ſtones flying about 
their Ears before the end of the fray. We moreo- 
ver have found the Spaniards within theſe few years 
coming 
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coming into the aſſiſtance of theſe ſame new States, 
once his old Subjects, againſt the French Kings Pow- 
erready in a manner to over-«run them. We ma 
have heard likewiſe of publick Addrefles, in behatt of 
the ſame fide, made of late to our preſent King, and 
eſteem'd the general Conſent of the Narion. 

After King Joby had granted the grand Charter 
ro his Lords, and every one was departed peaceably 
into his own Country, there were hopes doubtleſs of 
a happy peace to enſue, and 'ong ro continue. But it 
ſeemsthole hopes were ſoon blaſted. For the very 
next year, vi. the 15, we read of the late agreed 
peace's being violared and broken by the King, who, 
according to my Author, perſevering in his wrong, 
would in no wiſe be induc'd to hold his own grants 
but to execute all things after pleaſure, nothing at 
ter Law and Juſtice. Theſe violations produc'd a 
new War between King Fobn and his Nobles,which 
ended not till after the Kings Death, So troubleſome 
was it tothe Nation, ſo dangerous to the King, that 
he ſhould have ſuch ill Miniſters about him, who 
were either authorsor followers of no better advice, 
then what could not confift with the Kings keeping 
his Royal Word. Thar the Sheep: were made only 
for the Shepheard, to clip, ſhear, pill, and lay at hus 
own will-and pleaſure, is a Do&trine that the poor 
quiet innocent harmleſs Sheep would no longer wil 
lingly afſent to, than while the Knife is held at their 
throat, how acceptable ſoever it may be to the rave- 
nous Wolves, and the degenerate Dogs of the flock. 

When King Jekn tound himſelf roo weak to con- 
tend with his Barons, and yer it ſeems by the event 
not willing enough to keep to his former grants, 
he ſent beyond Sea, and call'd in ſtrangers to 
his Aſſiſtance. We read that Nerthfolk and S::ffolk 
were the Lands promiſed ro thoſe ſtrangers, L 
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would come over to aid the King, who had a little 
before got the Pope to diſannul the aforeſaid Charter 
and liberties granted cre while by him,and excommu- 
nicate the Barons. We have mention made in Stow 
2 or 3 times of firangers coming over. So many of 
them were caſt away at one time by Tempeſt, who 
were coming over, Men, Women and Children, that 
it's ſaid of 4.000 not one eſcap'd alive. So that we 
may obſerve, 'tis an old trick to call in Foreigners 
upon the Natives, when Arbitrary deligns are on 
foot. When the King was found to have invited 
ſtrangers to his aid, the Lords alſo ſent into France 
for help and ſuccour. When two Women fall a ſcol> 
ding, and pulling one anothers head-cloths, whoever 
tirſt began the fray, it is much but both will be in 
fault before it end. London was the place, where the 
Lords kept themſelves together, till the expe&ed aid 
and fuccour from beyond Sea was brought to them 
under Lewis the French Kings Son, who landing 
in England with a ſtrong Army, came afterwards to 
London, and was there received. Hence he with the 
Lords departing, won many Caſtles in the Land, and 
at their return had the Tower of London given up to 
them by appointment. "Tho the Tower held long for 
theKing, yet "was the City it ſeems that bare the 
(way, and adhered to the Lords. What a ſtrength 
they were of we may obſerve out of Stow, where 
King Fobn is faid to have made haſt to beliege Lon- 
don, but the Londoners were hereby fo little daunted, 
that they ſet open their Gates, and were ready to meet 
him ten miles off the City,whereupon theKing with- 
drew, underſtanding their boldneſs, and multitude; 
when the Major Roger Fitz Alhwyn was accuſed to be 
favourable to the Kings Party, we find him quickly 
diſcharg'd of his Office, and one Serle Mercer choſen 
n his place; ſo great was the favour of the Citizens 
bo 
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to the Barons and their Cauſe, that they ſpar'd not their 
cwn head Officer and Ruler, when ke lay under the 
ſuſpicion of tavouring Arbitrary deſigns, ſo contrary 
tro the mind of the Citizens. The War ſtill continu» 
ing, and King obn being not able to prevail; tho the 
Pope interceded by his Legate, he had at laſt( as 
fome writes ) all his Arbitrary deligns quench'd with 
a Cup of Poyſon, at Swinſtead Abby about Lincoln, 
'Tho another Author is faid toathrm that he died of 
the flux at another place. 

Soon after this unhappy unfortunate King Fohns 
death. we meet with an eminent inſtance -of Engliſh 
mens Loyalty, as well as'of their love of hberty and 
freedom; for though the King and his Lords were at 
ſo great a difterence moſt of the latter part of his 
Reign, and he left the Throne and his life at ſuch a 
time, when his Barons were likely in outward appea- 
rance to be much tco ſtrong for him & his,his ſurvi- 
ving Heir being bur then a Child of about 9 years of 
age: Yet, as i all rancour and animoſity againſt the 
King and his Party was dead and buried with him in 
his Grave, the wheel of aftairs was ſo turn'd, as it 
were, inan inſtant, that Lewzs and his ſtrangers were 
dizgguſted, and the young Fatherlefs Prince was pro- 
claim'd, and Crown'd King of the Land, at an age 
wherein he was not fit to be lett to his own guidance 
without a Tutor, It's plain enough by this inſtance, 
that Engliſh hearts were more loyal, than naturally 
to defire the ruine of their Prince and his Family ; if 
at any time they appear'd in Arms againſt him in de» 
fence of their Lives, Liberties and Freedoms, how 
ready have they ſhewed themſelves to accord and 
ſubgur, as ſoon as thoſe men of ill Principles, and Ar- 
bitrary praCtices, were remov'd from their Prince, 
who had rais'd thoſe clouds of diſcontent between 
him and his People ? 

The 
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The chief of thoſe thar ſo ſoon returned to their 
Allegiance, were the powerful Earls of Pembroke and 
Cheſter, who drew with them a very conſiderable re- 
tinue. They may be probably thought to hope, ro 
infuſe berrer Principles into their young Prince in his 
Nonage, than appeared by former Arbitrary aCtiohs 
ro haye been in his Father, and ſo model the Go- 
yernment into a better frame inthe time of that pow- 
er, they were, as the chief Nobles, moſt likely to 
have under the King in his younger days. Neither 
doI know but ſomwhat might proceed from re- 
morſe of Conſcience, The Earl of Cheſter, in the 2d 
year of the Kings Reign, taking his journey into the 
Holy-Land, the Religion of thoſe times having ade 
that che uſual way of Expiation. Some ſuch intent of 
the Earl ſtands likewiſe upon record in one of the 
Chronicles, ſaith my Author. Another very proba- 
ble occaſion of this ſudden change of Aﬀairs in the 
Kingdom, may be ſuppoſed td have riſen from, the 
Death-bed confefſion of a French Nobleman, who 
is reported to liave diſcovered Lews's intent, toru- 
ine, deſtroy, and quite root out thoſe Engliſh Lords 
that adhered to him, as if in deteſtation ot their diſ- 
loyalty to their own natural Znz!:/o Soveraign. When 
the Barons came once to find, that ke, whom they 
bad called in to defend them againſt their Kings Ar- 
bitrarineſs, intended to violate and break their Co- 
venants eſtabliſhed ar firſt berween them, when he 
ſhould come to have opportunity, and ſo turn their 
implored aid into their certain deſtruftion, they 
might well think they had reaſon enough ro diſclaim 
his Alliance, and endeavour to fruſtrate his privy in- 
rentions, by retutning to their former Allegiance as 
ſoon as a fit ſeaſbn preſented it ſelf: Conditional pro- 
miſesnot being very commonly reputed to bind the 
one party, when the conditions required are nct 
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zertormed by the other. Whatever the truc.occaſion 

as, Loudon we find the place, where. this turn was 
firſt publickly declared, by proclaiming, Hemy King 
throughout rhe City, O&. 20, ſo conſiderable; was e= 
ven the reputed favour of the Citizens. Lems, abode 
there indeed afterwards a while, and the Barous 0a 
his ſide, but his ſtrengch ſo diminiſhed in a little 
time, that he was glad at laſt ro rake Money and go 
away upon compoſicion, even in the 1ſt year of, chis 
King, or beginning of the 24d. 

This K. Hen. being the Son of ſuch a.Father,whoſe 
practices roo much betrayed his Principles, and born 
in ſo rroubleſom a time, as his Fathers conteſt with 
the Clergy, we may be apt to believe he bad a ſpice 
of his Fathers malady. So full of troubles do we find 
his Reign, ſuch complainrs of the Government,ſuch 
amendments endeavoured, and ref@rmations made, 
one while by the peaceable Councils of the Parlia- 
ment, another while by the compulſive power of 
the Barons Swords : all which we may impure, Ci- | 
ther to his own natural inbred diſpoſition, or elſe to 
the over-ruling advices of ill Miniſters, ſo often 
working upon the Kings Good-nature, as upon ſlight 
prerences to,make his power ſerve their ownlntereſt, 
to carry on their corrupt arbitrary deſigns: So ma- 
ny were the ups ard downs, riſfings and falls,changes 
and rurns of Fortune in theſe times, ſuch variable- 
neſs and mutability of Councils in affairs, and the Ci- 
ty of London fo much concerned in moſt of the con- 
ſiderable Aftions then on foot, (now in the King's 
favour, as ſoon again out of ir, one while enjoying 
their ancient Priviſedges and Cuſtoms, another rime 
deprived of their Liberties,and their Franchiſes ſeiz- 
ed upon ſlight occaſions, and anon again reſtored to 
all, with addition of new grants,) that I find ic con- 
yenient, through much of this Kings Reign, to write 
Annals afcer my Author, In 


[| 83] 


In the 3d of this King is mention mate of a Par- 
Tamenr kepr at London. In the th were Proclama- 
rions am#de in London, and through the Land, that all 
Strangers ſhould depart out of the Land, except ſuch 
23s came with Merchandize ; the intent herect isfaid 
robe wholly ro rid the Land of ſuch firangers as pof- 
teſt Caftles init contrary to the Kings Will and Plea- 
ſure. This year alſo was the King Crowned che 24 
time at Weſtminſter. In the 6th was detetted a Con- 


fprrecy within Lo»dor, which the King is ſaid ro have 


taken ſo grievouſly, that he was minded ro have 
thrown down the City Walls, rill confidering That ir 
was only a deſign of ſome of the Raſcality, and not 
of the Rulers, he afſuaged his diſpleaſure taken 2- 
gainſt the City. Robert Serle was then Mayor, R:ch. 
Renger, foſeus le foſne, Sheriffs. An. Reg. 7. ina Coun- 
cil kept at London, Stow rells us, the King was re- 
quired by the Peers Spiritual ard Temporal to con- 
tirm the Liberties, for which the War was made 2- 
gainſt his Father, and he had ſworn ro obſerve at the 
departure of Lewis out of Erglayd, whereupon the 
King commanded the Sheritts ro enquire by the 
Oarhs of Twelve lawful men, whar were the Li- 
berties in England in his Crand-fathers time, ard 
lend the Inquitition ſo made up to Landon, Hence 
may we obſerve that England had Liberties and 
Rights of their own, betore the Barons War in 
King 7ohr's days, and therefore ſeem injuriou!- 
ly upbraided, as if they got them firit by Rebelli- 
02, The good Government of England, which (as a 
modern Author words it) was betore like the Law 
of Nature, ogly written in the hearrs of men, came 
( vpon obtaining the 2 Charters ) co be expreft in 
Parchment, and remains a Record in writicg,though 
theſe Charters gave us no more than what was our 
own before, The 8th is noted for the grant made ro 
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the King, by his Barony in Parliament, of the Ward 
and Marriage of their Heirs. A good advantage ſom- 


times for the King, 80 fix Noble mens Eſtates inſuch 


Families as he beſt pleaſed. 

A.R.9, A Fifteenth was granted to theKing,to aid 
him in his righe beyond the Seas, and he, by con- 
firming the great Charter,granced to the Barons and 
People their rights. The 11ch year is of note for 
many beneficial Grants made to Londos by the King, 
The Sheriffwick of London and Middleſex was let to 
farm ro the Sheriffs of London, for 3001. yearly. On 
Feb.18, was granted,that all Wears in Thames ſhould 
be pluckt up and deſtroyed for ever, On March 16, 
the King granted by his Charter enſealed, that the 
Citizens of Loxdo» ſhould paſs Toll-free rhrough the 
Land, and upon any Citizen's being conſtrained to 
pay Toll in any place of Exgland, the Sheriffs were 
impowered to attach any man of that place coming 
to London with his goods, and to keep and with-hold 
till che Citizens were reſtored all ſuch Moneys took 
from them, with coſts and damages. Ang. 18, was 
granted to the Cirizens Warren, rhat is, free liberty 
of Hunting within a certain circuit about London, 
Yet notwithſtanding we read in another Author, in 
this years-Hiſtory, of the Kings compelling the Lon- 
doners tO lay him down a large ſum of Money, be- 
ſides the 15th part of their moveables, becauſe for- 
ſooth they had givenLew:is (who came to their aid in 
K. 7ohn's days with an Army) 5000 Marks at his de- 
parture out of England. It may be the King gave 
them ſome of thefe Priviledges (which coſt him no- 
thing) to induce them to give down taeir Money the 
more willingly, and not roo mach to diſplſeaſe them, 
whoſe power was ſo well known in thoſe days, and 
afterward experienced to ſome mens coſt. Roger Duke 
Mayor, Stephen Bockerel, and Henry Cobham Sheriffs 
this 
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this year, andalfo the next, viz. 12. when the F ran- 


- chiſes and Liberties of the City were by the King 


confirmed ; and to each of theSheritfs was granted to 
have 2 Clerks, & 2 Officers, & to the Citizens rhat 
they ſhould bave and nſe a common Seal. This year 
we read that the King in a Council held at Oxford, 
proclaimed, that being of age he would ruſe bimſc}f 
at pleaſure, and forthwith cancelled the Charters of 
Liberties, as granted in his Nonage. Whereupon it 
followed (fays my Author) that whoſo wou'd enjoy 
the Liberties before granted, muſt renew theirChar- 
ters of the Kings new Seal at a price awarded: Ber 
the Barons ſhortly afrer declared to the IK{r.p, that 
except he would reſtore the Charter lately cancelled 
they would compel him by the Sword : Such brisk 
Aſſertors were they (it ſeems) reſolved to be of 
their Liberties. On the 13th, while the Biſhop of 
London was at high Maſs in St. Pax/s, bappened ſud- 
denly ſuch dark miſts of Clouds, and ſuch a Tempeſt 
of Thunder and Lightening, that the People got our 
of the Church, and left the Biſhop there in great 
fear, wich but a ſmel] attendance, For all the many 
brags Papiſts make of their Maſs, and the wonder- 
ful power and vertue they would fain perſuade us ro 
believe there is in ir, it ſeems then all had not faich 
enough to truſt too much in ic, when fear and thick 
darkneſs had ſeized on them, though *twag the com- 
men voice in thoſe days, that a few Maſleg could de- 
liver mens Souly out of Purgatory : Bur you may be 
ſure they were well to be paid for firſt, Noted in 
the 14th was the Ordinance made by the Mayor Ro- 
ger Duke, and the Rulers of Londor, that no Sheriff 
thould continue in Office longer than one year; the 
Cauſe related was the opportunity ſome of them 
made uſe of to take extortions and bribes, with 0- 
ther defaults, by reaſon of che continuance of their 
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Office. The 17th is not lightly.ro be paſs'd ower, for. 


that the K. therein kept his Chriſtmas ar Worceſter, 
according to Srow,where he removed all hts Othcers 
and Councillors, Biſhops, Earls, and Barons, and ſent 
for ſtrangers, viz. Piftavians, retaind them in his 
Service, and committed to them the keeping of kis 
Caſtles and Treaſures. What could hence be expetted 
but murmurings and repinings amongſt the Natives? 
Accordingly we kear ſome rime aftcr of Meilengers 
{ent by the Barons to the King, requeſting the dif- 
placing of thoſe ſtrangers, and allo rhreatning, that 
otherwiſe they would depoſe him, and create a new 
King. A bold meſſage from as bold Subjects. For we 
may read of the King's Lands being invaded the next 
year, and deitroy'd by fire and ſword by the Earl of 
Pembroke,and the Prince of North-Wales. Whereupon 
we find in a little time the P:tfaviaus expell'd; Peace 
maze-with theſe two great difcontented men, and 
the King's natural Subjects recalid, and their Cone 
{ce} vielded ro by the King. 

The 19th is remarkable for the King's Marriage, 
with the Royal Solemnity, Juſts and Tourneaments 
Kept 8 days near Weſtminſter at the Queen's Corona» 
tion, Yer Stow places the time a year after, as he 
doth alſo many other particular occurrenccs happen- 
ing in this King's Reign. From the fame Author we 
are given ro underſtand, that to this Coronation re- 
ſorted fo great a number of all Eſtates,that rhe City 
of London was ſcarce able toreceive them. Great was 
tae ſplendour, wherein the City appeared on this 0c. 
caſion, it being adorn'd with Silks, and in the night 
vrith Lamps,Creſiets,and other lights, without num- 
ber, beſides many Pageants,& ſtrange devices,Which 
were then ſnewn, The Citizens rode to meet the 
King and Queen,being clothed in Jong garments,em. 
broidered with Gold and Silk of divers colours,their 
HETEIIES horſes 
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horſes finely trapped ih array,to the number of 360. 
Every man bearing Gold or Silv er Cups in their 
hands, & che King's TFrympeters before them ſound- 
inz. The-21th was ominous to the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, for the Scholarg abuſing Ofto%20# the Pope* $ 
Legate, who afterwards accurſed the miſdoers, and 
ſo punithed chem,thar the Regents & Maſters ' vere 
at laſt compelled ro go barefoot through Cheapſsde to 
Pawls in London, there to ask forgivenets of him; 
which was granted, it ſeeins, with difiiculty enough, 
His Maſter the Pope, when crofs'd and incens'd, 
wont to be ſufficiently ſtateiy, --7 backward :n par- 
doning ſuch as diſplezſe him, & not without much 
intercelſion ſometimes ; why then {hould not che 
Servant Ape it after fo great an Example ? 

In the 23d year,for that the Mayor and Heads of 
the City refus'd to obey the King's Commandment, 
in Chuſing Simon Firz Marre Sheriff,as the King had 
order'd them, which they lookr upon as a deroga- 
tion to their Liberties « The King ſent for them,and 
after words of diſpleaſure diſcharg'd the old Mayor 
W.Hl. Foynonr, newly EleCted for the fyllowing year, 
and charg'd the Citizens to proceed to a new Ele- 
Ction, which to content the King they did, and Chu- 
ſing Gerard Bat, by his means and policy obtained 
the King's favour, and fruſtrated the other purpoſe, 
who had procur'd the aforeſaid Command menr, and - 
complain'd to theKing of the Citizens for their dit- 
obeying it. Ia the 25th the Citizens having Choſen 
Gerard Bat anew for the year following, preſented 
him to the King according to Cuſtom, He, wio the 
laſt year had ſo gain'd the King's favour in behalf of 
the City,was now ſo far out of it by means of ſome 
mens Informations, that he with his company w4s 
firlt diſmiſt, and put off cill another time, and ar laſt, 
for ſome offences alledged,and difple aſure conceived 
G 4 againſt 
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2gainſt him,clearly put by;the King ſwearing a great 
Oath,that be ſhould not that year be Mayor, nor: at 
any time hereafter. Whereapon the Commons, cer- 
rified of the King's pleaſure,Choſe Remond Bengley in 
his ſtead. The Citizens having the year before been 
prevaiPd upon-to alter their Election, that was Pre- 
ſident enough it ſeems to occaſion the like again. 
The City having obtain'd great Priviledges of this 
King in his younger days, we find already ſome en- 
deavouring to fruſtrate and diſappoint the effect and 
benefit of ghem.The Ciry had appear'd with a great 
deal of ſucceſs, in oppoſition to the laſt King's pro- 
ceedings, and therefore it's likely, ſuch as intended 
ro attempt again for Arbitrary Power, thought the 
City too headſtrong eaſily ro permit them to ſuc- 
ceed in their deſires, unleſs they could firſt bring the 
Citizens a little under, by cunningly undermining 
theirLiberties, Whereupon we-find this year a ſpe- 
cious pretence taken to oblige the Commonalty, by 
offering to free ad keep them from being oppreſied 
by the Heads and Rulers of the City, How well this 
lavſible Plea took for a while,will be manifeſted in 
he ſequel of the Story, That there were great heats 
and animoſitics inthoſe times between the City and 
the Court, may eaſily be obſery'd out of Srow, who 
tells us in the 25th years Annals, how the Cirizens 
were threatned, that the Walls and Bulwarks of the 
Tower were builded in defpight of them,to the end 
that if any of them would preſume to contend for 
the Liberties of the Ciry, they might chere be im- 
priſon'd. And to the intent,that many might be laid 
in divers Priſons, many Lodgings were there made; 
chat no one ſhould ſpeak with another. An occaſion 
was alſo raken ſometime pfrer to Fine the City 
i500 Marks, for the receiving into the City a per- 
{en baniſh'd from therce 20 years, Notnichanding 
; pins rac 
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the Citizens had prov'd, that before that time the ſaid 
perſon had been reconciPd and reſtor'd to the King's 
favour. Another device to exact Money from the 
Londoners, was the proclaiming a Mart at Weſtmin- 
fter,ro laſt 15 days,wjth a Command that all Trades 
ſhould ceaſe in the City for that ſpace of time, 
which the Citizens were fain toredeem with 2000/, 
Yet they ſtill increaft in Riches, while the King was 
compell'd for want tofell his Plate and Jewe's much 
to his loſs, which being ſold and bought as London, 
in the 33d year of his Re ipn, occaſioned tiiis lits ex- 
pretſion upon knowledge chereof, /as my Anthor re- 
lates it) / know that if Octavian's Treaſure were to be 
fold, the City of Lond''n would Jop it up ; and by it 
thoſe ruſtical Lon1oners (quorh the Ring) abownd in 
wealth, and call themſelves Barons. Noted is the 25th 
year likewiſe for the firſt Chuſing of Aldermen,who 
then had the Rule of rhe City and ics Wards, and 
were yearly chang'd as are the Sheriffs, In the 29th 
year Nichlas Bat, Contrary to a former Ordinance, 
being Choſen Sheriff again, was diſcharg'd and punilh'd, 
25 being convict of Perjury. The Mayor likewiſe Mz- 
chael Tony,Choſen anew for the following year, was de- 
pos'd and puniſh'd, after that by Depoſition of the Ab 
dermen he was found guilty in the faid Crime, What- 
ever were the grievances and faulrs committed it the 
reſt of the Land, (ſome we read complain'd of, particu- 
larly among the Clergy ) the City-Officers ſhall be ſure 
to be watch'd, if they were not of the {ide ſome would 
have them. In the 3 zth year Pyers Aleyn bing Mayor, 
Fobn Voyle, and Nicholas Bat Sheriffs, the Franchiſes of 
London were ſeized an St. Bartholomews Eve,for 1 ] dg + 
ment pretended to be wrongfully given by th- Mayor 
and Aldermen againſt a Widdow woman named Mar- 
garet Vyell, and the Rule of the City commirted to //l/. 
avery!l, and Edward of. Weſtminſter, till Lady rea 
' 4 6 - - wncen 
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when the Mayor and Sheriffs were- again admitted-ta 
their Offices. How ready were ſome to carp at theAdts 
of this Honourable Society ? Rather than fail of-an oc+ 
calion to diminiſh rhe Cities Liberties, we find them 
here wrongfully making a pretence ; tor upon due Ex- 
aminazion afterwards made, the former Judgment was 
found good and true. In the 32th year Lycen Hith 
Wharf was Farm'd by the Commonalty of the City at 
5 © |, yearly,and committed to the Sheritts charge.But in 
Fabian's time the Profits were ſo diminiſhed, rhat it 
was worth but little more than 2o Marks one year 
with another. That ſublunary things ebb and flow, is 
no ſtrange thing to. be wondered at, it is ſo common an 
obſervation. Theugh the Citizens this year enjoy'd 
their Liberties without interruption,the former pretence 
proving vain and frivolous, and falſly grounded, yet the 
King 1s faid to have been grieved and diſpleas'd with 
them, for that they would not at his requeſt exchange 
the Liberties granted aforetime to them by the King in 
Middleſex,tor others to be had in other places. What 
theſe Liberties were on either hand, have not found. Ir 
may be they had a ſuſpicion they might be trappan'd,& 
ſo be loſers by the change. They were excellent good ,it 
ſeems,at hoid-faft, and did not like Childrens play, give 
and take. Though ſome body ſhould have come, and 
proms'd them in the King's Name,that they ſhould have 
ſuch and ſuch Privileges in exchange, and be great 
gainers by the Bargain; yer how could they tell he had 
ſufficient Authority trom His Majeſty to make fo large 
a Promiſe? Where were his Credentials ? I read of none 
produced. Therefore in my opinion they had but too 
great reaſon to ſuſpect ro have had the Dy put upon 
them,ſhould they have parted with preſent Priviledges 
in hopes ot future Graces. A Bird in the hand is com- 
monly reputed worth two in the buſh : But when the 
Bird 1s careleſly let flip, and flown, who is that skilful 
| Fowler, 
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Fowler, that can be ſure of catching a hetter, - of pers; 
haps any.at all ? In the 34th. year Simons Fits, Mary: 
Alderman, of London, for his diſobedicnce/& evil Coune 
ſe] given, to the above-named Widdow,, with other fes; 
cret labour and matters. by him intended. tothe City's 
hurt, was.difcharg'd of his Aldermanſkyn, and-put our 
of the Council of the City.: It behov'd theq to turn out 
of their Society ſuch a one,whogin contradigtiej i» their 
former order, had once. before procur'd the [King's Com ; 
mand tv make them bieak ut, anc had given tuck Ad- 
vice againlt them, that ther Liberties werg ſc1zed on, 
and their own City Othcers tor a time diſcarded, for no 
other than a. pretended Crime wrongliully! laad to their 
charge. Such falſe Friends. and ſecret Enemies are moſk 
caretully to be watched againſt, as alwaies dangerous, 
too too oft deſtruChive to. humane Societies, 

In the 36th year was granted by the Kang, that an 
yearly Allowance ſhould be made of 74 for certain 
Priviledges or Ground belonging to Pans Church, 
which Fabian tells us continued alſo to be allowed in 
his days by the Barons ot the Exchequer to every She- 
rift, when they make their Accounts. 'Fhis ſame year 
was alſo granted,for the Citizens more caſe, that where- 
as before they us'd yearly to prefent their Mayor to the 
King.in whatſoever place he was m Ezgland;that hence- 
forth they ſhould, for lack of the King's preſence ar 
We{mmſter, preſcnt the Mayor, when Choſcu,to the Ba- 
rons of his Exchcquer,there to be ſworn and adinitted,as 
before-times he was bctore the King. Foh.Toleſon Mayor, 
Will. Durham, Tho.Wymborn then Sherifts. Jn the 27th 
year was granted, "That no Citizen ſhould pay Scavage 
(that is, Shewage) or 'Toll for any Breaſts by them 
brought, as they before-time had. "The ſwelling of 
Thames this year drowned many houſes about the wa- 
ter {de,to the damage of much Merchandiſe. Thames is 
one of the beſt friends ghe Ciry has, by whoſe means 
their 


[92 ] 
their Riches grow and increaſe, by importing and ex- 
porting her Citizens Wares. "Tis alſo a faſt friend even 
in adverfity,which the _ and malice of her Enemies 
have never yet depriv'd her of, and yet you here find 
that ſhe ſometimes receives damage even from fo good a 
friend.If the beſt friends may ſometimes accidentally in- 
jure us, what would our Enemies do, were their power as 
large as their malice ? For theſe two laſt years paſt, you 
may here, perceive the favour K. Herry openly ſhew'd 
to the City, by the beneficial Grants he made her Citi- 
Zens. Yet in the 38th that T'yde is turn'd by procure- 
ment of Rich. Earl of Cormwall, the King's Brother, for 
diſpleaſure he bare to the City, for exchange of certain 
Ground to the ſame belonging: So that the Ring,under 
colour that the Mayor had not done due Execution u 
on the Bakers,tor default in their Sizes, ſeized the Liber- 
ties of the City. The offence pretended in the 25th 
year,was,thit the Mayor had received a certain Sum of 
Money of Bakers,Brewers,and other Viftuallers, which 
his Predecefſors alſo had done before him. In this 3 8th 
year here iy/another pretence found our. What an eaſic 
matter is it, for ſuch to pretend faults, who muſt not 
be contradifted, or at leaſt not without a great deal of 
caution and circumſpeCtion ? 

The manner of this Seizure, according to the Author, 
3s thus to be underſtood, That whereas rhe Mayor and 
Commonalty of the City had by the King's Grant, the 
City to Farm, with divers Cuſtoms arid Offices, for a 
ſtinted aſcertained Sum, the King at this time ſet in Of- 
ficers at his pleafure, which were accountable to him for 
allRevenues and Profits accruing and ariſing within the 
City. Butabour the 1 9th of Nowemb. the Citizens ha- 
ving agreed with the Breſaid Earl for 606 'Marks,they 
were ſoon after reſtor*d unto their Liberties, Olr the 
powerful commanding force of Money, that car: fo of- 
ren make enemies friends, and friends enemics!! The 
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Mayor this year, Rich. Hardell,being ſent for, with the 
Sheriffs, by the King,newly come to Leyden, and lodg'd 
in the Tower, fared better in this year's Mayoralty,than 
he did within ſome few years after, wherein he continu- 
ed Mayor. For being taxt by the King for the eſcape of 
one,that had ſlain a Prior related to the King, he put off 
the charge of this matter from himſelf to the Sheriffs, for 
ſo much as to them belong'd the keeping of the City- 
Priſons. W hereupon he returned home,and the Sherifh 
Rob. Belyngton, and Ralph Aſchewye were detain'd for a 
ſpaceP-1foners,and others choſen in their places; but how 
y got off my Author ſets not down. In the 39th year 
Eqdw. the King's Son's Wite was honourably received at 
London by the Citizens, and the City adorn'd with rich 
Cloaths for the more ſtate. Yet notwithſtanding all this 
ReſpeR,it was not long before the King ſeiz'd their Li- 
berties anew for certain Money, which the Q. claim'd 
for her right of them. So that about Martins-tyde they 
were in a manner neceſſitated to give her 400 Marks, 
before their Liberties were reſtor'd them, and the King's 
Under-Treafurer diſcharg'd, who for the time was 
made Cuſtos or Keeper of the Ciry. What, had ſhe no 
other way to recover her Money, if it was due, but the 
Cities Liberties muſt preſently be ſeized on? The King's 
Brother had got well the laſt year, by falling out with 
the City, and getting their Liberties ſeiz'd. Was it not 
then,do yethink, cunningly done of the Queen, to try 
the ſame rick over again ? *T'was, it ſeems, too gainful 
a project, to ſuffer it quietly to lye ſtill without further 
proſecution, before it grew too ſtale. Though the Citi- 
zens and their Franchiſes were thus carpt at by Court- 
Favourites,yet we find them till continuing their won- 
ted reſpedt ro the King and Queen, when they came to 
London, where they were honourably received this very 
lame year, and ſo convey'd to Weſtminſter. When the 
Citizens had todo with the Court, and the King was 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed to intereſt hamſelf-in. the affair, bliſtory itells (1s 
that they were-more than 'once'competied:to/driw their 
purſes for Pedct ſake and'Reconcilianiony bue:when they 
had their-bther-tellow Subjedts to deal with; "they pro- 
ved Matchies/hafd: enoughy as/particularly in rheir fuſt 
wich the! Abbot of Waltham, which. was at halt accord- 
ed inthe 4.oth gear to theirown advantage.Þ-' 

'Comie we now to rhe 4 orb year, a year not-lightly 
to be forgatren-by the worthy. Cirrens , and ſuch as 
bear any reſpeftco this honoarable Ciry, 'by reaſon of 
the many-troubles that the: Heads thereof underwent at 
this time, through the-power'and malice of ſorhe-i1l dif- 
poſed Perſons,, who bore-no Good will to this ancient 
foundation. Hirherto we' have mer with burJight Skir- 
miſhes, a tew' tiivial matters, -in compariſon of what 
you :{hall[/here find related our 'of Fabian, to bave hap- 
pened in theMayorafty. of 'Rizbard Harde!l,and Shrieval- 
ries of Rich. "Ewell and: Witham Afinvey. AC. 1257. 
The'Relationis as followeth, almoſt word by word. 

In this 4-rrh/year, and beginning of the fame, was 
found in the Kings Wardrobe at Windſor, a B:ll or Roll 
cloſed in green. W2x, and nor known from whence it 
ſhould come, anvwhich was' contained divers Articles a- 
gainſt the'Mayor and Rulers ot the City; and that by 
them the Commonalty of che City-was grievoully raxed 
and wronged, which Bill was preſented at length to the 
King. Whereupon he ſent Foby Marſei, one of his Ju- 
ſtices, unto London, where, 'on St. Paul's day, by the 
Kings 'Aarthoriry, he called/a Folk-moot, or Common» 
Hall, at PawlsCroſs, there being preſent Richard de 
Clare,'Earl of Glouceſter, amd divers others of the Kings 
Council. Whereupon the faid Fohn Manſe} cauſed the 
ſaid Roll to be read before the Commonalty, and after 
{ſhewed to the People, that the Kings pleaſure and mind 
was, that they ſhould be ruled with Juſtice,” 'and that 
the Liberties of the City ſhould be maintained in every 
point ; 
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points and if che King might know, thoſe Perſons that 
io had wronged the Commonalty,. they, ſhquld be grie- 
youſly.punithed ro others example. ';T hap done, Fake 
Manſel charged the Mayor, that-every Alderman in, his 
Ward-ſhould, upon the morrow following, aflenble 
his Wardmoots, and' that all thoſe Wardmoors ſhould 
allemble in one place, and chooſe of themſc]ves. 36 Per- 
ſons;; withour any Counſel or advice of any of their Al- 
dermen, and preſent theta before the Lords and him at 
the ſame hour the next day, in the Biſhops Pallace as 
Pauls, Upon the morrow all was,done according to' his 
Command. W hen;the ſaid 36 Perſons; were preſented 
before the (aid Fohy Manſel, Henry Bag, Jultices, and 
others, he ſaid unto them, that they 'upon their Oaths 
ſhould certife all ſuch perſons as, they knew guilty in 
the Articles before, 'ſhewed to. the, Commonalty, 
Whereupon the 36 anſwered, that it was contrary-t 
their Liberties to be-{worn ſo many, for any matter af 
Treſpaſs between the King and any of ;his Citizens, 
Wherefore they required a ſparing ;. with which anſwer 
Joby Manſel being diſcontented, warned them to ap- 
pear before the Kings Council at-Gw4/d-ball .upon- the 
morrow following, where they kept their day. Thither 
came the ſaid Juſtices, Fohn Manſell and' Hen. Baa, Sir 
Hen. Wengham, Chancellour of England, Philip Lowel, 
Under treaſurer, and divers others of the Kings Couned, 
Then the faid Fobn Manſell cxhorted the faid Perſons 
to be (worn by many means, as he the other day had 
done ; but all was in vain: For they excuſed themelves, 
that it was contrary to their Oath and Liberty of their 
City. Wherefore the Kings Council departed from the 
Hall in part diſcontented, and ſhewed to the King the 
faid Citizens demeanour. Upon Candlemas Eve, the 
Mayor being warned that the King would come to 
Weſtminſter, he, with the more part of the Aldermen, 
rode to Knightsbridge, and tarried there to falute the 
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Ring , and know his further pleaſure. But when the 
King came near that place, and heard of their being 
there, he ſerit to them an Eſquire &t the Houſhold, and 
charged them that they ſhould not preſume to come in- 
to his fight z with which mcilage they being great! 
Romtorned, returned huine to the City. Afﬀterwar 
in the Oftaves of the Purification , Michael Tony and 
Adam Baſynge returned from Court, who before were 
ſent by the Mayor to ſich Friends as they had in the 
Court, to know rhe cauſe of the Kings high diſpleaſure, 
and brought .word back, that the King was well mind- 
ed towards the City, but he was in full purp6ſe to have 
ſuch perſons chaſtized, that had oppreſſed the Common- 
alty of the ſame, Upon the morrow following came un- 
to the Guild Hall Fohn Manſell, with others of the 
Kings Council, who, to the People there aſſembled, 
ſhewed many fait and pleaſant words. Amongſt which 
he declared, tliat the Kitigs Mind and Will was, to cor- 
rect all ſuch perſons, as had opprefied the Commonaity 
of that his deareſt beloved City, and asked of the Com- 
mons whether they would be agreeable to the ſame. 
The which, infontinently, many ſuch as knew little 
what the matter meant, cried without diſcretion, Tea; 
Na, Tea, nothing regarding the Liberty of the City. 
Afrer the grant thus had of the Commons, the ſaid Fob, 
Manſell diſcharged the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Chamber- 
lain of their Offices, and delivered the Cuſtody thereof 
unto the Conſtable of the Tower, ard put in the room 
of the Sheriffs Michael Tomy, and Fobn Audrian- And 
over that a'l Rolls or To!l: ind Tellages, before made, 
were delivered unto the f21d Foby Manſel, which he 
there ſealed + A redeliverce co the Chamberlain. When 
the Comr d beheld a!l this buſineſs, they rerurned 
unto th: Il confuſed. | 

Do » the Commons readineſs in this af+ 
fair, that *1']y kave been ſuch brisk _ 
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of their Liberties, ſhould now be the occafional cauſe 
of brioging them into danger ? 'We may i that 
this was no properCommon-Hall, bur rather called by an 
order from Court, and filled with the populace; for in 
thoſe days I do not find there was any expreſs Act made 
ws Lords and Commons, in being, to forbid the 
ncil Table from intermeddling in Civil Cauſes, and 
ining of the Subjedts Liberties, or ſo to regulate its 
Juriſdiction, Power,andAuthoriry,as to leave fuch matters 
to be tried and determined in the ordinary Courts of Ju- 
tice, and by the ordinary courſe of Law, Or elf we 
conclude the Reſtriction of the Cummon-Hall to the 
Livery-Men was not then in uſe ; fo that the Rabble 
being intermixr, it might be no hard matter to get a 
cry raiſed by ſome of them in favonr of the proce | ings 
then on foot. The Mobile being as liable to be wrought 
upon by fear, or fair protniſes, as rhe great and rich to 
becorru by the hopes of Honours and Preferments, 
and the tavour of. more potent Grandees; while as the 
middle fort of People, like the golden mean between 


- two Extreanis, are not generally ſo capable of bein 
brib's 


drawn afide after the lure, being too many to be 
and not few enough to be frighted; not fo high and 
wealthy as to aſpire after greater Grandeur, nor ſo low, 
mean and defpicablegas to be impoſed upon by the empry 
names of Greatneſs and Honour without Virtue, ſprung 
up at firſt from Vice, and nouriſhed by and amidft re- 
peated Debaucheries. | 
This matter thus ordered, John Manſell, with divers . 
of the Kings Countil, kept their Courts daily (the Sun- 
days except) till the 1ſt Smnday of Lent, which that year 
was Fan. 25. calling before him iz Wards bf the Ci- 
ty; out of every of whith Wards were taken 23 men; 
ſo thar 36 men were impannelled,and ſworn, to enquife 
of the atorefaid Articles,. and what Perſons of the Ciry 
had offended in them, "This oe being thus m_—_ 
holden 
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holden at Guild- Hall, no man was called to anfwer, nor 
no queſtion put to any Perſon by the ſaid Inqueſt, or a- 
ny other. Upon the foreſaid 1ſt Sunday of Lent, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, with the foremention« 
ed Inqueſt, and 4. men of every Ward were charged to 
appear at Weſtminſter before the King, at which appear- 
ance they were countermanded till the next morning. 
Ar which ſeaſon coming into the Kings Exchequer,the 

found fitting there the Earls of Glocefter and Warwick, 
oh. Manſell, Hen. Baa, Juſtices, the Conſtable of the 
Tower, the Cuftos of the City, and divers others of the 
Kings Council. Then was called by name Ralph ( Rich- 
ard) Hardell, that year Mayor, Nicholas Batts, Nicholas 
Fiz, Foſne, Mathew Beckerel, John Toleſham, and John le 
Minoure,Aldermen.ThenFobn Masſell ſaid ,that the King 
by his Laws and Inquiſition of the Citizens, had found | 
them culpable, that they had wronged and hurt the 

Commonalty of his City by divers means, as by the ſaid 
Inquiſition appeared, and forthwith cauſed it to be read 
before them. When the more part thereof was read, he 
ſaid unto them, "Thus may you ſee that the Commonal- 
ty of the City hath been by you grievouſly . oppreſled, 
and by your means and Counſel the Commonwealth of 
the ſame deſtroyed, as by altering of the Tolls, and other 
good ancient Cuſtoms, turning them to your fingular 
advantage and lucre. All which matters the ſaid Ralph 
(Richard) and his Company denied, and that the Come 
mons were not grieved or hurt by them, or any of them, 
by any ſuch means, and offered to be juſtified and judg- 
ed by the Law and Cuſtoms of the City. Then Henry 
Bas, Juſtice, asked of them, whether they would abide 
the adventure of the Inquiry that they had heard read 
before, or elſe ſtand upon the ſaying of the other Wards 
that yet had not been ſworn, but they kept to their firſt 
Anſwer. Then Fohn Manſell asked of the Mayor, what 
was their Law and Cuſtom, The Mayor anſwered and 


ſaid, 
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ſaid;that for treſpaſs of a Citizen done againſt the King, 
he ſhould defend himſelf by 12 Citizens, for Murder or 
laying of a man,by-30 Citizens, and for treſpaſsagainſt 
a ſtranger by the Oath of {ix and himſelf.Then after ma- 
ny reaſons made. by the ſaid Fobn Manſell, and-alſo by 
the Mayor and Aldermen,day was given thetn-to appeat 
the morrow before the King and his Councel. + : 

Upon the day following, the King, with-many of his 
Lordsſitting in the Exchequer, the aforefaid Inquiſition 
was read. That done, the Mayor and Aldermen were 
called in by. name, and rwo Aldermen more, which be- 
fore were not called, viz. Arnold Thedmare, and Hen 
Waldmode, . When Ralph ( Richard) Hardell had heard 
the King ſpeak in the matter, he took ſuchfear, that he 
and Nicholas Batt, without further Anſwer, put them- 
ſelves in the King's grace, ſaved to them their Li- 
berties and Franchiſes of the City, But the other fix 
beſought the King of his wiſdom, that they might be 
judged after the Laws and Cuſtoms of the City. Then 
was laid to their charge, that over many wrongs by 
them done to the King and the Commonalty of the Ci- 
ty, they had alter'd the King's Beam, and order'd it to 
the advantage of themſelves, and other rich men of the 
City. Whereupon the Parties anſwered and ſaid, That 
the alteration of the Beam was not done by them only, bus 
by the advice and conſent of 5 00 of the beſt of the City. 
For where before-time the Weigher uſed to lean his 
Draught toward the Merchandiſe, fo that the buyer had 

y that means 10 or 1% pounds in a draught to his ad- 
vantage, and the ſeller ſo much diſadvantage ; now for 
ndiflerency and equality of both perſons, ir vas or- 
dain'd that the Beam ſhould ſtand upright, the cleft 
thereof inclining to neither party, as in weighing of 
Gold and Silver, and the buyer to have allowed of the 
ſeller, for all things four pounds only in every draught; 
After theſe Reaſons, and others by them made, the 

H 2 King 
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King commanded that the morning following, & 
Pale enoce ſhould be + ry PauPs Croſs, and & that 
Court was diflolved, and the Mayor and the others re- 

turned to London. 
\ Upon the morrow the Folk-mnot being at PauPs 
Croſs Aflembled, theſe {1x Aldermen (hearing the mur- 
muring of the common people, and knowing that the 
Aldermen, or Worſhipful of the City ſhould have little 
or no ſaying in this matter, and gs Cauſe, 
they went into a Canon's houſe of St. Paw/'s, where at 
that time John Manſell and others ſent from the King, 
rarryed the Aſſembling of the People,and ſhewed them, 
that they intended not any longer to plead with the K. 
but were contented to put themſelves tully in the King's 
grace and mercy, ſaving alwaies to themſelves and all 
other Citizeris their Liberty and Franchiſe of rhis City. 
After which Agreement Foby Manſcll with the others, 
came into the Court of Folk-moot, whereunto the peo- 
ple was rehearſed a fair nd pleaſant Tale, promiſing to 
them,that their Liberics ſhould be wholly and inviola 
bly preſerved by theKing,wich many other things,to the 
reat com{ort of thecommon people.And laſtly,it was ask- 
ed of them,whether the Law and Cuſtom were ſuch as is 
above rehearſed,or no; whereunto, like undiftreet and un- 
learned people,they anſwered,and cryed, Nay, nay, ny, 
notwithſtanding that the ſa:d Law and Cuſtorn, had be- 
fore-time been uſed rime out of mind. To this was net- 
ther Mayor nor Aldermen, nor other of the great of the 
City,that might 1mpugn or make any reaſon for uphold- 
ing their antient Law: or Cuſtoms. And no wonder(con- 
tinues my Author Fabian) though the King were thus 
heady or grievous to the City ; for by ſuch evil diſpoſed 
and ma'ic:0us people, as he had about him,the Land was | 
ill ruled, and much miſchief was uſed, whereof enſued 
much forrow after. 'Then Fobn Manſell called theMayor 
and Aldermen before him, and charged them or F 
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Weſtminſter the morrow following, to give attendance 
upon the King. 

Upon the morrow the Mayor and Aldermen tarrying 
the King's coming in the great Hall at Weſtminſter, the 
King came into St.Szephen's Chappel, where for a ſeaſon 
he had a Council with his Lords,& after went into the 
Exchequer-Chamber, and there fate him down and his 
Lords about him. Anon after the Mayor and Aldermen 
were called into the faid Chamber, and ſoon after called 

by name,and commanded to ſtand near the Bar, Then 
Henry Baa Juſtice, ſaid unto the Mayor and 7 Alder- 
men,That for ſo much as by form of the King's Laws, they 
were found culpable in certain Articles, touching tranſpreſ- 
fron againſt the King, therefore the Court awarded, that 
they ſhould make fine and ranſom after the diſcretion of the 
ſaid Court. Bur for that they had put themſelves in the 

King's == and mercy.the King hath commanded the 
Fine to be put in reſpite, that ye be not pained fo gries 
youſly, as ye have deſerved. Atrer which Judgment gi- 
ven,they kneeled down,and then the Mayor, with weep- 
ing Tears, thanked the King for the bounty and good- 
neſs,and beſought him to be a good and gracious Lord 
to the City, and unto them as his faithtul Subjects : 
Whereunto the King made no Anſwer, bur roſe ſtraight 
up,and ſo went his way,leaving them rhere. Anon as the 
King was departed, they were all arreſted and kept there 
till boy had found Surety,and every 'Alderman of them 
diſcharg'd of his Ward and Office, that they had within 
the City. But ſhortly after they pur in Sureties, and ſo 
returned heavily to London. Shortly after was William 
Fitz, Richard by the K. Commandment made Mayor,& 
Thomas Fitz, Thorhas and William Grappyſgate Sheriffs. 

After this, day by day the Chamberlain was call'd to 
Account before Foby Manſell of all ſuch Tolls, as were 

gathered in the time of the Mayoralty of fohn Toleſham, 

and Ralph (Richard) Harde!l,chere being preſent to hear 
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the ſaid Account divers of the Commonalty of the City, 


but none of the Heads. By which Account no default 
\ght tbe laid ro any of the forenamed. perſons convict 

ore the King. By reaſon whereof divers of them were 
admitted to the King's favour ſhortly after, and reſtor'd 
to their Offices again,but not withour paying of money, 


wherevt the certainty 1s not known, faith my Author. 
What a broil was here ? © . What endeavours us'd to 


find faults, to ſet the King at difference with his Loyal 


Citizens, and keep them trom Reconciliation ? A Bed- 
roll of Crimes and Offences deviſed, made and formed, 
and none to: own it, leſt they themſelves ſhould at laſt 
be puniſh'd for thoſe wrong Accuſations, which they 
had laid to other mens charges, and could not well 


prove, What was this but to make diviſions between 


the Commons and their Head Rulers ? To pretend to 
oblige the one, and depreſs the other? Divide and 
Reign was a Maxim put in uſe before ever Machiaved 
was in being. What pray now was all this for? 
Woas it not. to. weaken the City's. Power ? 'To make 
the Rich appear Offenders, and then ſeem to lay obli 
gations upon,them, by pardoning what they were ne- 
ver really and defignedly guilty of? Or elle jto wrelt 
Money out of their hands, and - yet , perſyade people, 
that they were favourably dealt with ? You may here 
ſee their ations were in a manner wire-drawn to be 
made offences; and their Accounts ſearcht, to pick out 
ſomewhat to lay to'their charge. . And yet how vihibly 
were all the tricks agd devices of ill men fruſtrated and 
d.ſappointed the very ſame way, whereby they thought 
tor have confirm'd and. made good their ma/icious De- 
hgns ; when, after all their ſearches, they were in a 
ſort compel,*d to approve. the others faultleſs, wholly 
doubtlef: againſt. their minds, wills,- purpoſes, and in- 


' tentiorns? How hard a matter had it been for the ac+ 


Culed clearly to have Gefeated ill mens ſuggeſtions, had 
not 
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not they themſelves pav'd them the way, by ſearching 
into their accounts, where it ſeems no faults were to be 
found to make good their accuſations? Let thoſe tranſ- 
ations be brovght into open Court, which before were 
wont to be done privately, and then all the preſent Au- 
ditors are made Judges of the reaſonableneſs of the pro- 
ceedings. Here were large imputations, and yet the ac- 
cuſed ſuffered to go at freedom, and not clapt up, . till 
they were frightened into ſubmiſſion, What! Could 
they get none to ſwear roundly againſt them? Never an 
outlandiſh Evidence,for love nor mony, for fear, favour, 
nor affection, & then clap them up in Priſon, not letting 
them ſee the taces of their Accuſers? Why did not they 
ſearch their houſes, ſeize upon their Trunks and Boxes, 
and fo rake into their private Writings, to ferret out 
ſome Crimes out of them; or elſe, in defect thereof, 
privily foiſt in ſomething criminal and blameworthy, 
and afterwards openly produce it, and with full cry and 
loud exclamations, impoſe the belief thereof on their 
credulous Partizans, as if really found upon them ? We 
need not ſtay for the revolution of Plato's year, expet- 
ing former TranſaQtions to be afted over again. Are 
any of us ſuch ſtrangers in Feruſalem, as not to know the 


- things which have come to pals there in the latter days? 


As the Heads of the City in this Richard Hardell's 
Mayoralty had their ſhare of troubles and afflictions, as 
hath been related above, ſo the Commons were not 
without their care likewiſe : For Wheat 1s faid this year 
to have been fo ſcarce, that it was fold at London at 24 5s. 
a Quarter. Scarcity of Corn in thoſe days made this a 
conliderable ſumm. Dearer we are told it would have 
been, had nor ſome been brought out of another Coun- 
try which made People flock to the City, becauſe 'twas 
cheaper there than in many Shires of Eng/and. 

Thus is the year whercin the K. kept his high Court 
of Parliament at Qxford,which of ſome Writers is named 
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.*,. ad Parliament; becauſe of many Acts there tnade 
for Reformation of the State, the proſecution of which 
ak in event the death and deſtruction of many Noble 
en, by means of that famed ſtrife- then begun , and 
called at this day the Barons War. True, the acciden+ 
tal Conſequences proved fatal to many ; But if unfortu- 
nate broils give to any Laws the denomination of evil, 
I know not but in time ſome may grow ſo prefuraptu+ 
ouſly bold, 2s upon the like account prophanely to brand 
even the Chriſtian Religion, which we have been af 
fared at firſt from the divine Oracles, ſhould prove the 
occaſion of much ſtrite in the world, and the 1 
of theſe latter times confirm it plam enough to our Un- 
derſtandings. Whether the forementioned Parliament 
juſtly and really deſerves the opprobrious Title, that 
ſome have given it, I ſhall very willingly ſubmit to the 
Judgment of any experienc'd Reader,who hath th 
ly peruſed, werghed, and conſidered the Equity, Ju+ 
ice, and reaſonableneſs of the Engliſh Liberties and Pri- 
viledges, contained in the Charter, ſealed and gi- 
ven to the Nation by K. Fobm, Father to this Hen. 3d, 
which was confirmed m this very fame Oxford Parlia- 
ment, according to Matthew Paris, 2s the chief thing 
then deſired and infeſted on by the Nobles, and where- 
on were likewiſe grounded the other Adts and Ordi- 
nances then, and there, made by the King and his Lord, 
For that the King, his Brethren, the Noblemen and Bas 
rons, took their Oaths to ſee the ſatne obſerved, I ap- 
| ro Stow's Annals for proof, 
+ That theſe Acts might be kept firm and ſtable, we 
read of 1 Peers then choſen, to whom S— was 
rheſe 


Ordinances and others, by the faid Peers to be deviſed 
 andordered, touching and concerning the fame marter 
| and purpoſe. It was not long after the'end of this Par- 
Jiament, before ſtrife and variance began to kindle be 
ol rween 
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; R—_ Aldermen, and Commonalty of the Ciry 


, Kings Pleaſure ; but noexcuſe at that crime being to be 
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tween the King and the Earls of Leicefer and Glocefter, 
by reaſon of ſuch Officers as the Earls had removed, 
and put others in their room. A which Foby 
Manſell (of whom enough is mentioned above) was diſ- 
chatged of his Office, and Sir Hugh Bygot admirted for 
him. Upon occaſion of this diffcrence beginning toariſe 
between the King and his Barons, we meet with an emi- 
nent Inſtance of the City's Power and eſteem, for when 
the Peers heard of the murmur at Court, fearing that 
the King would be adviſed to alter his Promiſe, to make 
their-party the ſtronger, they are ſaid to have come a- 
bout Adandiinride to the Gaild-Hall at London, where 


were aflembled, ro whom they ſhewed an Inſtrument or 
Writing, (at which hung many Labels with Seals, as the 
King's Seal, Edward his Son's Seal, with many others 
of the Nobles of the Land,) wherein were contained the 
Articles ordained and made at Oxford, willing (as ſaith 
the Book) the Mayor and Aldermen, (conlidering the 
faid Ats were made tothe Honour of God, Fidelity to 
the —__— profit of the Realm,) that they would al- 
ſo in upholding of the ſame ſer their common Seal of the 

thereto, After this Requeſt the Mayor and Citizens 
at firſt indeed defired ro be excuſed, till knew the 


ted, at laſt, by the labour of the Lords, and ſuch 
ſolicitors as they had within the City, the common Seal 
was put to the forementiontioned Writing, and the 
Mayor, with divers of the City, ſworn to maintain the 
fame, their Allegiance faved ro the King, with preſer- 
vation of their Liberties and Franchiſes, 

Aﬀter this obtain'd we find the 1 2 Peers aſſembling 
day by day, (as ifnow they feared no colours, the Ciry 
being orw their ſide, 'and valued no ones Threats,) keep- 
ing their Councils and Courts for the Reformation of 
old grievances, removing from the King divers of - 
EP Meni; 
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M2nial Servants, and ſetting others in their places; and 
moreover a Proclamation comes forth, that none of the 
Kings Takers ſhould take any thing within the City 
without the owaers will, (except a (mall cuſtomary mat- 
ter therein excepted) upon which what the Kings Of - 
cers took, was ſtraight paid for within the City and Li- 

erty of the ſam2, and fo continued to b2 for a while, 
Can any one then delice a better proof of the City's re- 
pute in thoſe days ? Yet within few years following we 
ſhall meer with more [nſtances of her power in the Hi- 
ſtory. In the 42d year Sir Hugh Bygot, with Roger 
Turkelay, and others, kept his Court at St. Sawiowrs, and 
held there the [cinerary Pleas, to the fore puniſhment of 
many convidted offending Ohcers. Though this Hugh 
Bygot was put in by the Peers to reform (as may be ſup- 
poſed) old grievances, yet power ſeems to have made 
him alſo go aſtray, or elſe corruption, or to collogue 
with another party, Whereof the City in General was 
like to have taſted deeply, could he have had his Will, 
ſome of the particular Citizens ſcaped him not; for he 
ſummoned the Citizens to the aforeſaid Court, for Tolls 
taken on the further ſide of the Water: And though 
it wasanſwered, that they were taken lawfully, and they 

ere ready to prove it in places and Court convenient 
within the Precin& of their Liberty. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing he charged upon Inqueſt 12 Knights of Surry to en- 
quire thereof, who acquitted the Citizens, and ſhewed 
that the ſaid Toll b:longed to them of Right. After- 
* wards coming to Guild-Hall, he kept his Court and 
Plexs there, (according to my Author) without all or- 
der of Law, and contrary to the Liberties of the City, 
inflicting new puniſhments on the Bakers, and ordered 
many things at his WAll. 

Tais year the Citizens had opportunity of ſhewing 
their Reſpe&t to the Kings Brother, Richard Earl of 
Corawa!, coning o7er fram beyond Sea (where he had 
been 
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been dealing in the affairs of the Empire) unto Lowdon, 
where he was joyfully received, the City being richly 
hang'd with Silk and Arras. In the 4.3d year bm Gy- 
ſours being Mayor,and fobn Adrian ,and Robert Cornb:ll 
Sherifts, Fryday after Simon and Jude's day we hear of 
the reading in the Parliament kept at Weſtminſter, in 
preſence of all the Lords and Commonalty, at ſundry 
times, of all the Acts and Ordinances made at Oxford, 
with other Articles added by the Peers. After which 
reading we find all thoſe very ſolemnly accurſed, that 
attempted in word or deed to break the ſaid Acts, or 
any of them, 


The Form of the Curſe which was moſt ſolemnly de- 
nounced againſt the Violaters an1 Infringers of Mag- 
na Charts, is to be ſeen in Matthew of Pars; and 
this here intimated was in probability much like rhar, 
which I find in a modern Author thus Engliſhed. 

Y the Autbority of God Ommipotent, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the glorions Mother of 

God the Virgin Mary, and of the bleſſed Apoſtles Peter 

and Paul, and of all other Apoſtles, and of the holy Mar- 

tyr and Archbiſhop Thomas, and of all the Martyrs, and 
of the bleſſed Edward, King of England, and of all Con- 
feſſors and Virgins, and of all the Saints of God: We ex+ 
communicate, and Anathematize, and ſequeſter from cur 
boly Mother the Church, all thoſe which henceforth knows 
mgly and maliciouſly ſhall deprive or ſpoil the Church of 
ber right; and all thoſe that ſhail by any Art or Wit raſh- 
ly violate, diminiſh or change, ſecretly or openly, in deed, 
word or Counſel, by croſſing in part or in Kr + thoſe Ec- 
clefiaſtical Liberties or ancient approved Cuſtoms of the 

Kingdom, yy the Liberties and free Cuſtoms which 

are contained in the Charters of the Common Liberties of 

England, and the Forreſts granted by our Lord the King 

to the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Prelates, Earls, Barons, Knights 

and Freeholders. And all thoſe who have publiſhed, cr be- 


ing 
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m2 publiſhed have obſerved any Statutes, Ordmanes oy 
thing againſt them, or any thing therein contained, or 
MR brought in any Cuſtoms to the contrary, or ob- 
ſerved them being brought in, and all Writers of ſuch Or- 
dinances, or Councils, or Executioners,and all ſich as ſhall 
preſume to judge according to ſuch Ordinances: All and 
eury ſuch Perſons as are, or at any time ſhall be, know - 
ingly guilty of any ſuch matters ſhall, ipſo fatoimcur this 
Sentence: & ſuch as are ignorantly guilty ſhall incur the ſame 
if being admoniſhed, they within 1 5 bh after amend nat. 
For _— memory whereof we hereunto put our Seal;. 

Thus far the wan” 6 of the Curſe: Nor was the man- 
ner of pronouncing leſs ſolemn in open Parliament, The 
King with all the chief Nobility of the Realm in their 
Robes, and the Biſhops in their Veſtments, with burn- 
ing Tapers in their Hands, ſtanding to hear this curſe 
read, and immediately as ſoon as the Charters and Curſe 
were read, and {jgned, all throwing down their Tapers, 
extinguiſhed, and ſmoaking, cry out , So let all them 
who mecur this Sentence, and go againſt this Curſe, be 
extin, and have no better ſavour than theſe Snuffs: And 
then the King, having ſtood all this while with bis 
hand upon his Breaſt, ſaid with a loud voice, Ss God 
me help, I will obſerve all theſe things ſincerely and faith- 
fully, as I am a man, as I am a Chriſtian, a: 1 am 6 
Knight, and as I am a King crowned and anointed. 

But what could any one think theſe fo ſolemn Curſes 
would avail, without a ſuitable Power and ſr of 
Arms to make them good per force ? When as it 1s well 
known, that there lived in thoſe days a Clergy-man at 
Rome, who pretended to diſpenſe even with the Almigh» 
y_ Laws, whoſe Power was at that time _—_—_— 
eſſed to be believed ſufficient by the generelity of Ew- 
rope, to abſolve all manner of Oaths and Covenants , 
and from whom Diſpenſations more than a good many 
might be had for Money, The confirmation of the fore» 

t mentioned 
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mentioned Afts we may believe well paid for by the 
Parliament : For we read of a Tax called Scutage, that 
is, 40s. of every Knights Fee — CR then 
granted to the Ring, which extended to a large fumm 
of , viz. Six ſcore Thouſand Pounds or more + 
For upon occaſion of this large Tax, I find the number 
of the Knights Fees in England, at thoſe days in pofleſ* 
ſion of Spirituality and Temporalty, ſumm'd up by my 
Author to 600001. and above. Upon ſuppoſition that 
the Clergy paid nothing, it is ſaid that the Tax would 
not have amounted over the ſurmm of 640001. where- 
by we may gueſs whata deal of the Land, even almoſt 
one half, was then belonging to the Clergy. Devotion 
(as the rrmes went then) brought forth Riches, and the 
Daughter fince devoured the Mother. Nov. the 6th 
we are told the King came to St. Paws, and command» 
mg a Folk-moot to %e aſſembled, according to the fore 
mer Ordinances made, asked licenſe of the Commonal- 
ty of the City to paſs the Sea , and pronuſed there in 
yg of a great multitude of People, that he would 

a good. and gracious Lord unto the City by the 
mouth of Sir Hugh Byget, Chiet-Juſtice, and ro main» 
tain their Liberties unhurt; whereupon the People for 
joy made an exceeding ſhout. Obſerve here the turn of 
things, the Courtier ſeems to have ſought, not long time 
lince to © the Head Rulers of the City, by a Falk- 
moot of the Commons: Now the King to prevent the 
effe&t of ill mens advice, hath bound himſelf to ask their 
leave, before he goes out of the Land for aſcaſon. E're 
while the Folk-moot or Common-Hall was abuſed to 
ſerve for a property, to deſtroy their own Cities Liber- 
ties. Now the conſervation of the whole Nations wel- 
fareis put into their bands. What greater Evidence can 
be demanded to prove this Honourable Cities Power 
and Influence , than to find the Citizens entruſted by 
King , Lords and Commons , with fo high a —_— 
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We may preſume the Reaſon of  entruſting the Com- 
mons of the City with fo large a Grant, as the Kin 
could not paſs the Sea without Licenſe firſt obtain'd 
of them, was to prevent the Evil and Miſchief, that 
might happen to the Land by advice of ill Counſellors, 
who might be perſuading the King at every turn to go 
out of the Realm, he having alſo Lands beyond thie Sea, 
that they might have the better opportunity to work 
out their own ends, though to the Peoples oppreſlion, 
in his abſence, What trouble, aifliction and oppreſſion 
the land ſufferel, under this Kings Uncle Richard the 
ficſt's Impriſonment, at the Hands of the Kings Officers, 
who rak'd and pill'd what they could of Gn and 
Laity, on pretence of raiſing Money for the Kings Re- 
demprtion, I had rather ſend the Reader back to pap. 

to ſatisfie himſelf, where I have related ſomwhart of the 
charge of the _ Ranſom, than ſtay to repeat it over 
again, A fuller deſcription the curious may meet with 
in Neubrigenſis, |. 4. cap. 35. treating particularly there- 
of. Some [ believe may have obſerved in theſe unſettled 
tires, that they have fared much better, and more ea- 
lily avoided the malitious attempts of their Fellow Sub- 
jets, who have liv'd as it were in the Sunſhine of the 
King preſence, than ſuch, who being many ſcores, it 
may be Hundreds of Miles diſtant, have liv'd ( fo to 
phraſe it) in the ſhadow. 

I know not but the preſence of the head Governour is 
as needful always in his Land, as is the General in his 
Army. Certain enough it is by the Hiſtory, that while 
this King Henry was | wk abſent from his Kingdom, and 
buſied other ways in France, that Diſſention aroſe in 
England, between the Kings Son Edward, and the Earl 
of Glouceſter, which might have immediately brought 
no ſmall rrouble to the Land, had not there beet great 
endeavours uſed to prevent it, wherein this Honourable 


Ciry ſhew'd much of her care and vigilance. What 
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the occaſion of this diflterence was I have not yet read, 
but to appeaſe it I find a Counſel of the Lords called 
at Weſlminſter (Fabian gives it likewiſe the Title of a 
Parliament) Which continued Three weeks and more. 
To this Council.came the Lords with great companies, 
particularly the two conteſting Parties, intending it ſeems 
to have ledg'd within the City. So deſirous, ſo ambiti- 
ous of pretending to Linden's favour, that ſuch ſeem 
to have thought the bare lodging therein might have 
added to their ſtrength. But upon the Mayors conſult- 
ing with ſuch, as the King had left Rulers in his Ab- 
ſence, and through the advice of the King's Brother, it 
was concluded that neither the ſaid Edward, nor the faid 
Earl ſhould come into the City there to lodge, nor any 
that held upon either fide. And further it was provj- 
ded, that all within the City, of the Age of 15 years, 
and above, ſhould be in Arms, to watch and keep the 
City day and night, and that the Gates ſhould be kepr 
ſhut by day, and certain men in Arms _ every Gatg 
of the City. For the further ſafeguard of the City, and 
ſurer keeping of the Peace there, the aforementioned 
Rulers came into Linden, and there lodged with their 
Companies, and ſuch other perſons as they aſhgned ro 
ſtrengthen the City, if need required. Do people de- 
fire mathematical Demonſtration? Look here and ſee, 
what care's taken to keep the City ſafe, and barmlefs, 
and in Peace , as if then the Land muſt needs be in 
quiet too: Preſerve the City and its juſt Liberties, and 
then the Nations Quictneſs, Peace, and Safeguard is 
ſtrongly ſecured. Behold here the Eyes of the Nation 
hx'd upon the City of Lenden, and her Adtions, and 
where's the party that dare ſtrike, while ſhe Guards 
keeps ard preſerves the Kirgs Peace , while he is 
pleaſed to buſie himſelf in foreign Countries? Such as 
will rot believe, but what they fee, and fo knew, let 


them hte credit their cwn Eyes, if they be not Popiſh 
Tran- 
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Tranſubſtantiators, or ſhut them to keep the lighr-aus, . 


After the King was returned to Londow from beyond 
the Sea , by his order, many of their lodgings were 


' altered, direftion was taken between the aforeſaid con- 


teſting Parties, and a new Aﬀembly of Parliament af- 
figned. 

T Ons 44. William Fitz, Richard being Mayor, Ailam 
Browning, Richard Coventre, Sheriffs, after Candlemas 
by the Kage Command , a Folk-Moot was called at 


Pauls-Croſs, whither he came in perſon, with his Bro- | 


ther Richard, King of the Rowans, and wavy other 
Nobles, and commanded the Mayor, that every ſtrip» 
ling of 12 Years and above , ſhould before his Al. 
dermen be ſworn the day following, to be true to the 
King, and his Heirs, Kings of -Exgland, and that the 
Gates of the City ſhould be kept with armed Men, as 
before was determined. Not long after this we read 
of more ſuſpicions of a breach between the King and 
his Barons, which in few years broke out into an open 
War. 

W hardid all this ſwearing then avail? Th—_ 
the Children of men,who look abroad into the world 
take notice of the common courſe of theGenerality of the 
living, or are much converſant with the Monuments of 
the dead may find it no very difficut matter to obſerve, 
thatlet men take never fo many Oaths,tnake hever ſo.nis- 
ny Covenants, Prothiſes;and Compadts, that if they once 
come to have Apprehenſions, that thoſe, to whom t 
have ſworn themſelves, endeavour to make uſe of 
religious Ties, and Obligations, deſigned at firſt fot 
murual preſervation, to encroach upon their Liberties, 
deprive them of their PrivileJges ; theit Properties, 
their Birth-rights, to the enſlaving of theiti and their 
whole Poſterity, all former Subicriptions, Oaths, Vows, 
Promiſes, Pa&ts and Covenants, will ſcarce avail 
with the moſt. But if Experience ſhould chance to 
legitimafe 
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ſegirimate their doubts and Fears by the others Qual 
endeavours in the 5peh face of the World, it is rarely 
ſterr, but'that, notwithſtanding paſt tranfeftions, they 
wilt make the greateſt oppoſition , *they can, again 
rhe others arbitrary ptetences : And fo all former re- 
Iigious Bonds are ſnapr afunder like "Tow burnt by the 
Fire. ©, They who impoſed Oaths for fiich ill intents, 
might have conſidered, if they pleaſed,” that many, in 
ſuch caſes would not have ſcruplcd ar all to have broke 
them; Or if any of the more deyout had been a tile 
nicer, they could not doabrlefs' be ignorant in 
thoſe days, what Remedies might have been bought 
for Money out of the Popes publ:ck Store-houſe, . if 
other common ways of Evaſion would not have paſs'd 
currait with rJicm. © How many of that nature have 
paſſed up and doywii in the World,it may not be enworr 
thy of our conſitleration ſometimes to revolye in our 
munds, if it be a thing feafible to bring them within 
that compaſs. True . indeed, (quoth the fubyle Sophi- 
ſter) 1 have ſworn Allegiance, but a latter” leffer Tie 
5 invalid , when «greater Obligation lies upon me. 
True, an Oath lies-ifpan me; bur kf my Liberty , 
Life and Religion 1ying all at ftake. 'T was born free, 
what Tan difpenfe with me to deprive tne of fny Birth- 
why? Life is: ſweet , Scl-prefervatien is" reap "and 
dear to me,” by th& Toftin&t of Nature.  *Tis nathrffto 
created Beings, t6* defend their Lives agunit fuck as 
would deſtroy thert : * what thei can bblige me to ſut- 


ber my Life violently to be takenawzy by anothers in- 


Jury, whenas I dare riot deprive my fclf thereof by my 
own Endeavyours, unlefs 1 will run into fo foul an O:- 
fenice, fo unnatural a Fatt , as to proclaim-my (elf ro 
the World a Self-Murtherer, and to force my S5ul ro 
fly out of my Body ,. before I know "tis my Creators 
Will the ſhould > My Religion, is ro obey God 4bove, 
and before Man; my Sou! iz his that gave it ine; and 
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where's the Obligation that can impower me juſtly to 
give away that which is not my own to beſtow? Muſt 
my Religion, which [I believe is according to the Law 
of the Almighty, ſtand or fall at another mans pleaſure? 
Muſt I rake the matter, manner, and height of my De- 
votions from the imperious dictates of another's Will, 
and that too upon the account of my Oath? Muſt [ 
deſtroy my Religion in effect, or elſe I cannot keep it 
in ſhew? Beſides, know ye nox that my Oath was con- 
ditional? Murual Bonds make mutual Obligations. 
Service was vow'd, where Prote&tion was promiſed and 
expected. Can any but an Idiot be ſuppoſed to ſwear 
away himſelf to be deſtroyed inſtead of being defended? 
Moſt I ſtill pay Obedience upon account of former Co- 
venants, where 1 cannot get due Protection, 'and have 
bur little encouragement to expect it, though it was at 
firſt promiſed, fince that now thence [ fear utter ruine, 
and infallible deſtruftion inſtead thereof ? With ſuch 
Inventions fome may chance to be full, and it may be 
to make them ſeem more authentick, they can ce 
them under the Printer's Hand. *T'is in Print, an Ar- 
ument which may ſometimes weigh much with ſuch 
inconſiderate, inobſerving Perſons , who conlider not 
how eaſie, how. uſual a thing it is to print Lies, as well 
as tell them. Nay, to make the deeper impreſſion, they 
may happen to proceed ſo far, as to ſhew us the com- 
mon cuſtom and praftice of many Kings and Princes, 
and endeavour to qualifie their own, by repeated In- 
ſtances and Examples of the publick Conſcience, if 
there be any ſuch thing in nature, and ir be not onl 
one of the fanciful Notions much in vogue, within t 
*-w years, among ſome high-flown Engliſh Clergy men, 
-10 ambitiouſly defir'd to glory in the Title (forſooth) 
:-. Rational Divines. Hereto ſome may poſſibly further 
a\0 inſtances out of other Countries, where Towns and 
_i:/:5, Rtanding in the borders of Kingdoms and Prin- 
cipalities, 
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cipalities, are often won and loſt, and fo paſs to and 
fro from one ſtate to another : And pertly.ask us, what 
we think in our Conſciences of all theſe, who this year 
took Oaths of Allegiance to one Prigce, .and the nexc 
year, being ſubdued by another, wert.made ſwear thein- 
ſelves his Subjects, and yet, upon a, new Recovery-or 
Treaty of Peace, being return'd to their firſt Saveraign, 
could as willingly as ever ſwear over aggin their firſk 
Oath : Are ſuch perjur'd or no? A hard caſe, being 
under ſuch ſtrait inconveniences. They fought, they 
reliſted, they oppoſed rhe Conqueror as long as they 
could, and when neither they could defend themſelves 
any longer, nor was their Prince there with power to 
detend rheni , they yielded and ſubmitted ro the Al- 
mighty's Decree, and their own hard irrefiſt,ble Fate. 
Such i may be, and much more might,a man of  « 
nimble Wit urge upon the Gainſayer. But how many. 
of theſe may fully frtie a Conſcience. very tender and 
ſcrupulous, ſeems tiot to me ſo eaſily reſolvable; .. 

[t theſe ſuffice not your thinking Minds, your wan- 
dring toving Thoughts, take a turn or two iri the Fe: 
ſuits School, and ranſack the ſecret receſſes and retire- 
ments thereof, it's an hundred to one, but you will 
there meet With Jeſuirical diſſimulation, doubtful <qui- 
vocation, mental reſervation, and Papal diſpetifation, 
with much of the like traſh. | 

To theſe let be added that pretty new device, the 
Popiſh Doctrine of probability. So that when one ar 
fl dubiouſly propounds an unuſual, uncourh Opinion; 
another comes after him, and lays ir down more confi- 
dently, upon ſuppoſition that the firſt (woke. bad 4 


good Reaſon in his view, although he has little or none ; 
then in comes a third with a more brazen fac'd boldneſs; 
and poſitively affirms it good DoQtrine, becgule the 0- 
thers forſooth, in his Opinion learned men, muſt bs 
ſuppoſed not to have wanted Reafon for whas prof 
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ſaid; and then *ris no+ matter whether he can "ſte a 
glimpſe of - iffoF no, who + can'with fo mich facility 
pin-his Fairh*upon'znother mans ſleeve, How far, this 
novel Doctrine” may* go, if fruitfully improv'd , to 
make- the ſhadow of ' Religion fir for mens corrupr de- 
fires; ( fince that” they retuſe ſo many of them to be 
brought up to the'truth of Religion) any one may ecaſi- 
ly: conlider, 'who has any conſtderation at all in him. 

; But whoſoever has fo lictle Soul in him, as tot to en- 
dure 'the Solitary Company' of his own Thoughts, and 
is fo cnflayed to-ſenſe, as not to like any other Argu- 
ment, ler 'him” apyly himſelf ro the Book call'd, Les 
Provinciales,; or- The Myſtery of Feſuitiſm, written at 
hrft by a Papiſt,” of the DoRrines of ſome Modern, el- 
pecially Jeſuatieal Caſuiſts, and its trath confirm'd by 
the reiterated Complaints of the French'Church. In that 
Book the Emgliſh Reader may ſee how fruitful a man of 
a-corru7t wit (without Truth, Honeſty,Religion,orCon 
ſcience, )may bein broaching novel Opinions,and railing 
range DoCtrines npon the new invented Foundation of 
Probability; Whata new form of manners this new ſort 
of Morality produces, in what kind of Praftices thele 
Principles end, the Deportment of the late Jeſuits at 
Tyburn, hath already ſhewn how far ſich ' debauched 
Principles have already went in debauching the man- 
ners of the Age; and how far further by degrees, they 
may bring us m' time toward Popery and Slavery, L 
hembly offer to the <con{iderarion of the thinking Men 
about Town. 

If rhe Society would be plcaſed to accept the Peti- 
tiofi 'of an Engliſh Proteſtant , no Turk, Jew, nor 
Heathen, ( as ſome would have us think the word 
might import) but Chriſtian, it ſhould be requeſted, 
that ſince this old World is fo already filled with new 
DoGtrines of theirs and ſuitable Practices, they would 
tranſport the relt of their Inventions tothe new World 
in 
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in the Moon, if they can find the place and the paflage, 
I am pretty well aſſured, that World, if any be, is 6 
much eſtranged as yet to the Jeſuits and their Do+trines by 
reaſon of the diſtance, that there would be little room, 
and lefs likelyhood for their reception, unleſs they be- 
forehand tranſmit thither ſome of their new Divinity,to 
make way for gaining them fome Renegado Proſclites, 
weary of a good ol way, and delirous of a new one, 
be it what it will, Why may not the Jeſuits be as 
fruitful in finding out new Worlds, as making* new 
Morals, new Saints, new Merits? What if I had alſo 
added, anew way of Atonement, a new Saviour, new 
Goſpel ? When you walk along through St. Paul's 
Church-Yard, or by any other noted Bookſellers Shop, 
enquire for Clari Bonarſcii Amphitheatram Honoris. Or 
it you have no other than your Engliſh Mother- 
Tongue, ask for the Memoirs of Mr. Fames IWadſ- 
worth , a Jeſuit that recanted, whete in the ſecond 
Chapter, beſides many other Obſervations and collect 
ons out of Popiſh Authors, you may find pag. 23. part 
of a Poem taken out of the foreſaid Book , good & 
nough for the form, though ſufficiently bad for the 
matter, wherein the prophane Author at leaſt equals 
the Virgin Mary's Milk to our bleſſed Saviour's Blood, 
if he doesnot rather ſeem to make the Milk exceed that 
moſt pretious Blood in Virtue. You may there read 
It turned in part in Engliſh Verſe, with remarks there- 
on, together with ſome more of their Doctrines, and 
alſo extractions out of the Romiſh Pſalter : * And fur- 
ther in the ſame Chapter, this Clarus Bonarſciers ( 0- 
therwiſe called Carols Scribonires) is faid to be a Jeſuit 


living at Antwerp, and of much account amongſt 


them, the Author and his Book ſtanding enroll'd, ap- 
prov'd, 'an4 commended for good and Catholick; in 
P:ſſevines Volumns of Writers, ſet our wich publick al- 
lowance bf the: Rom:fb Stare. If then this be nor the 
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bringing in of a new Religion, a new way of Salvat;- 
on, what-is? - Whatyhink ye then? Do not theſe Je 
ſuirs for their new. Patnciples and - Practices deſerve: tg 
meet with an harder Fate, than did the unfortunare, 
though ingenious Galifeo, who for that famous Inventi- 

on- of his. Glaſs, and hints givenof looking after a 
Worldin the Moon, - was made to-ſufter (as my Meme 

ry tells me |] have mwhere read,) an hard Impriſfon- 
ment, under the Notion of Hereſie, on Ry that 

a new World would imply a new Saviour? + 

.. Such having been the novel Inventions of theſe cor- 
rupt, 4, e. Jeſunrtical Wits, what then remains, ye true 
hearted Engliſh Men, bur that abhorring their debauch- 

ed. Principles, and Prathices, though not hating their 
Perſons, you endeavour: to keep your ſelves far enough 

oft. from , men ſo much given ro change ? Who 
have been thus endeavouring' to change the good old |}, 
Religion gnd Do&trines, by their new fangled Devices, 
apd new Morals; to proſelite the more to Atheiſm and 
Debauchery, Who have plotted to change your Rel 
gian and your Laws, to change Proteſtantiſm into Po- 
pery, a. tree Government - into-a rſolutg... Tyranny ; to 
change your Liberties into Slavery, and many of your 
Freeholds into Tenant-Lands, to a vicious Clergy and 
a Popiſh Church... What elſe meant a late Papilt at 
his. Tryal, - who hath been reported, under the Liber 
ty alowed by our Laws of excepting- againſt Thirty 
Five ofthe Jury. without Reaſon ſhewn 9 tu have ex 
cepted only againſt one, and that as being an Impro- 
remortle a Poſleſlor of Church-Lands —_ Was 
not fugh.z rt, then ry Memory impoſes. on me; 
it the Re a. us, Bane back proved deceit» ' 
fzal, or elle I miſtoak her. Relation. -- ". | 

.. So much Atbeiſm-and Irzeligion having already been 
introduced among 8, - and fuck the Tendencies. to' the 'N. 
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ther then it would not be much betrer (when-it ſhall 
ſeem good to our - Governours, to King, Lords and 
Commons aſſembled in the rige Parliamentary way ) 
to caſheer all needleſs unnecetJary Oaths, and reduce 
the too too common cuſtom of (wearing upon every tris 
val occaſian into a far leſſer compaſs, judge ye. What 
ſignifies ſo mach ſwearing at every turn, whenas other 
ways might be doubeleſs found out in many caſes, to 
ſearch out the truth with as much, 1t not more certain» 
ty? Might not lefs ſwearing , and feverer Penalties 
upon lying ſometimes ſerve the turn? Ir _# plain e- 
nough, our Neighbours the Hollanders are none of the 
leaſt experienced People in the World : Among them 
have I read 'tis uſual for the Judges., without giving 
Oaths , to ſearch our the truth by ſudden croſs queſti- 
ons, wherein much practice hath made them very dex- 
trous and skilful. And fo they do as it were trepen the 
T repanners; if I may uſe the Exprellion without offence. 
What eſteem can any one think an Oath is witha man, 
that counts his words but breath, and his Soul Air? 
Will that man value the ſwearing of an Oith before a 
Magiſtrate, that prophanely can rap you out an hun- 
tred upon any occalion in common Diſcourſe, with» 
out the leaſt Remorſe; or elſe is of the Popiſh Prieſts 
Opinion, that ſwearing upon an Engliſh Bible is no 
more than ſwearing upon cA{p's Fables, 5. e. a (to- 
ry Book, containing "Tales of Cocks and Bails, and 
the like ? So likely to be true is it, that ſome men play 
with Oaths as Chiidren with Rattles, a ſaying or ſome- 
what like to what I have heard imputed ro Machiavel. 
Lec ſuch ſometimes ſeriouſly conl1der, who have had an 


' hand in impoſing ſo many Oathz of late Years, whe- 


ther they may not one day be called ro account for 
ſome of the many Perjuries others may have occali»- 


/ mally run into thereby. . The hading up of (o many 


farts of Creels and D3trines together 1ato one Vo- 
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lymn, and then compelling men under great Penalties 
to make Declarations and Subſcriptions to them, has 
not been the leaſt burden, needlefly laid - upon Mens 
Canſciences, in ſome places of the World. Even the 
Creed commonly call'4 the Apoſtles, though one of 
the moſt Authentick, cleareſt and ſhorteſt, 1s not yer 
alcogether void of Scruples, witnels the difference a- 
monglt the learned about Chriſts deſcent into Hell. A. 
ſar ſhorter Cree. uſhered in the e/E&rbiopian Eunuchs 
Baptiſm. I could name, in fit:ing time and place, ſome 
afthe moſt common Oaths among us, and which many 
of the moſt ſerious would not probably ſcruple to take 
on good account, winch nevertheleſs are not fo accu- 
rately, exactly, and cautiouſly compoſed, but a Con- 
ſcience very ſcrupuious and tender, might be liable to 
doubts and fears in raking and keeping theni. 1s not 
all this ado2, fo much f:ther*'d upon Religion, too too 
often really celigned to turn menovut of beneficial Em- 
ploymcats, that others may be let in, and ſometimes 
proves a Snare to many render Conſciences? If the 
mattcr b: honeſt and Jawtul, a truly ſerious good man 
w:!ll 6o1t without an Oath: It he cſteems it otherwile, 
he will not rake it, nay , he will rather throw up all 
than wrong his Confcicnce. And 1 think he has rea- 


{no bc{1dcs Scripture on his tide, though he ſhould hap- 
pen to be in an Errour; For he that tor Intereſt, tear, 
er tavour foes any thing wittino: againſt þis Conſe! 
Cit, In 1:{l; erroncous, and he not knowing 1t to be 
fo, fecras to me plainly rw maniteſt, chat he would do 
the ſame, though his Conſcience were in therigh;, Ae 
tor an 1il man, a propnane man, an Atheilt, what carcs 
he how m1.1y Oatizs he takes, after he 13 once mn over 
Head ani! Ears, &vex Shoes, over Boots, io it be tor 
Ins ſecui.r auvant.g2? When Oaths, Covenants, 
Subſcriptions, Deci.rions, and ſuch -I;ke, at every 
rurn and change Gi thc times come thick and threetoid 
one 
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one upon another, thwarting and crofling each other, 
what ſhall the real honeſt hearted. man do bur refuſe 
them, and fo turn himſelf out, ro the letting in men 
many times of il] Principles, and worſe Practices, into 
places of -publick 'I'ruſt ? How then are things likely 
tc goin any Land, when they fall into the Hands of 
ſuch prophane Debauchees, who are too too ofren thus 
introduced over better mens Heads, and ſornetimes ir 
may be Celigned'y to ſerve turns? Have we never 
heard nor read of a time, when men of debauched 
Practices and Principles were ſought purpoſely ater? 
When it was a ſuihcient ObjeCtion againſt a man's pre- 
ferment, that he was ſerious and religious, a little more 
perhaps than ordinary ? "Fhus the wicked oft plotterh 
againlt the Righteous, who fearerh an Oath , much 
more Oaths upon Oaths, leſt he ſhouid be entangled 
and enſnared by the words of his Mouth. For breaking 
a lawfui Oath, folemnly taken betore God and Man, to 
our Engliſh Ears founds Perjury, in whatſoever De- 
gree, Rank, and Quality, of any Nation, Country, 
Sect, or Faction, from the King that fitterh upon ht; 
Throne, to the Captive in the Dungeon, not to vary 
from a Scripture Expreſſion in ancther Caſs, I doubt 
not but an Oath 13 very lawtully impoſed in ſome caſes, 
and is of good nvail oftentimes between Men and M:n; 
but whether to find cur the truth ihereby 5 is ſo 1::re 
en. rite; y pre3ticabie mneng nc Men of rthete days, [ 
humbly propoſe to the bcrrey Judgment of mnore expe + 
rienced Heats ro determine, 

How hopr arzoh HC Tires Provo, vere a. ; $..C01 2 
obſervant of their Oaths, as Yeſhua and the Princes of 
J{ra:! were of the Leave they ſolemnly made wit! 
the Grveouites! And yet tlicy were p:ainy trapanned 
hereunto with a great deal of Guile, Fraud, and iyinz 
Deceir, What plauſthic pretencesto have broken thi 
haſty Covenant, might they have raiſed [rom a former 
Coms 
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Command of their God,not to ſpare any of the Canaan- 
ies, nor league with them, from the notorious ſham 
theſe fraudulent Gibeoniriſh Ambaſſadours put upon them 
by their lying words, and from the murmuring of the 
whole Congregation againſt them? Notwithitandin 
all this, we find they let them live, leſt Wrath ſhou 
have been upon them, becauſe of the Oath they had 
ſworn unto them. And that they did well in keeping 
this ſo ſolemn a league and Covenant, though obtained 
by Fraud and haſtily made, we have divine Authori- 
ty to aſſure us from the Lord, in the Three Years Fa- 
mine he ſent upon the Land in King David's Days for 
Saul, and his bloody Houſe, becauſe, in his Zeal to the 
Children of 1/rae! and Judah, he ſought to flay the G;- 
beonites, and fo violated the Oath made by their Fore- 
Fathers hundreds of years before. We cannot, with- 
out the greateſt breach of Charity, ſuppoſe, that ſs 
holy a Man as David, one after Gods own Heart, 
made uſe of this only as a pretence to ruine and extir- 
pate SauPs Family, and ſettle the Crown the faſter on 
his own Head, and to hx it the ſurer to his poſterity af- 
ter him. If any of us were fo Atheiſtical, as from this 
znſtance to look upon Religion. as only a piece of State 
Policy, our Suſpicious Thoughts and Cenfures would 
be ſoon anſwered from David's own manner of aCting 
in this particular, who is recorded to have ſpared the 
Son of Fonathan, Saul's eldeſt Son, and that too upon 
account of the Lord's Oath, that was ſworn between 
them many Years before, As the Scriptures plainly 
ſhew us, that Foſhua and the Princes of /ſraet did well 
in keeping the Oath, they had ſworn, "though drawn 
into it by Fraud and Deceit, ſo in them we hnd, how 
il it fared with Zedekiah, the laſt ting in Feruſalem, 
after he had broken the Oath, which Nebuchadzeztar 
bad made him ſwean by God. We doubt not but that 
there was force enovgh upon him to compel him, and 
it 


UMI 


= YT Yr FD 


( 123 | 


;t may be the price of a Kingdom likewiſe induced 
him thereto, for the benefit of his preſent occaſions ; 
bur how ill went it with Judah for his breaking that 
Oath, by whatſoever force at firſt gained of him, even 
to the deſtruftion of the chief City, ſolitary deſolation 
of the Land for many Years, and utter ruine of the 
Monarchy for ever after? For af.er the Captivity we 
find it reduced back again into a kind of Common- 
Wealth, under Rulers, { and but one of them of Da- 
vid's Line mentioned in the Scriptures, that I remem- 
ber) Governours, the high Prieſts, the Muccabees, 
the Sanhedrim unto the coming of Shilo, So fatal to 
the Jewiſh Nation was their Princes Irreligion, There 
1s no reſpect of Perſons with the Almighty, at whoſe 
Tribunal all muſt once ſtand to be judged, High and 
Low, Rich and Poor, Noble and Ignoble, Kings , 
Princes, and People, as ſure as the Scripture, which 
we eſteem the word of the great God, is infallibly 
true. « But whither has the overflowing of my thoughts 
carried me ? 

To go back again therefore into the way, from 
whence | have fo far deviated : In this ſame 44th year 
of King Henry, (wherein he commanded all of Twelve 


- Years and upwards in London ro ſwear to be true to him 


LIMI 


and his Heirs) we read of further grudge and diſpleaſure 
beginning to kindle between the King and his Lords. 
'The occaſion 1s related to be, for that the Barons, with 
conſent of the Peers, diſcharged one, and admitted a- 
nother for Juſtice unwitting the King. The diſplea- 
ſure hence ariſing and encrealing more and more, waz 
however a little appeaſed for a while, by the Policy 
of the Kings Brother, and ſome Prelates of the Land. 
In this Year the Chronicler thought it worthy remark 
to make mention of the variance, that fell out berween 
the Londoners and the men of Northampton, at a Fair 
there held, fara man gf that 'I'own there ſlain, which 

: occaſioned 
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xccaſioned 2 long Suit and Plea between them, to the 
great vex:tion and trouble of both Parties, wherem in 
the end the City had the better, "Thar City, that was 

able to make a Conteſt with the King's whole Court, 
15 Iikely enough to match a particular 'T'own, 

In the 45th, ſhortly a after Alballontide, the Barons 
admitted and made 'Sherifts of divers Shires, naming 
them Guardians and Reepers of the Counties and Shires, 
and diſcharged ſuch as the King had betore admutted. 
Neither would they ſufter the Tuftices, but ſuch as were 
or their own admithon., to keep the Itinerary Pleas. 
The Law aliowed them power, and they were reſol- 
ved it {ems to uſe it. The King, as any may eally ſup- 
Poſe, Was | grievoul!] iy Gr contented therewith, inſomuch 


(as fajin the Chr ce) that afrer that Seaſon, he la- 
boured wharhe e mM -ohi to diſannul the former Ordinances 
and Statutes, and cafe them to be broken. 'To this 


end on TIA {ucond Sunday in Lent was read by the 


King's Command at Pa: ul” s Cres, a Bull of Pope U 'rban 
thc 4t1, as a Conkrmation of another Bull, be:ore pur- 
chaſ.d of his Predeceſior Zlexander the 4th, to abſolve 
the King, a all others, that before had ſworn to 


maint2in the Articles made at Oxf;rd; and aiterwards 
the {aid Auf Raton was ſhewed throughout England, 
iValcs, and Ireland, ſtreight charge being given to all, 


that none be ſo on. to withſtand or diſobey the {ore- 
ſaid Abfolution: And if any were found difobedient 
to thiz Commandment, that he ſhould be put in Priſon 
without Ranſom or Deliverance, till the Kings Plea- 
fure vere further known. The Pope could pretend to 
cr. 11de, it he were W ell Pac d. What 

then could any Oaths be ſuppos'd ro avail without fiut- 
t 

f 
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able Power to comnet their Obſervance? Yet hitherto 
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the Coramons of the City heid their Power formerly 
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oramed them: Fer we read of another Licenie gi 
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according whereunto he departed the morrow follow- 
ing from London. 
Anno 46, Thom, is Fiz, Th mas be: ny M:vor PF, 


3 
lip Watbrook, Rich rd Taylor Sherifts, «bout Mcortincild: 
the Jews felr the Peoples F ury to ſure of their coſts 
So odini's was that Nation \ grown * many parts of 
the World {ince our Savicur's C oO wih.ch had 
been formerly the darling of He: that it mult have 
been a very ſmall marrer, tas 1 WGu if not czliiy have 


ſtirred up the common 'Peoplc of the Lind, wherc 
they lived, againſt them,” In this Year i unkindneſs 
noted to have arifen be<rwzcn the Londontrs and rhe 
Conſtable of the Tower, for that contrary & rhe Ct- 


ties Liberties he took Certain 1 Ship » pailin | 7 by with 
Wheat and other V:i&tuals, int: the Tower, "and made 
the Price at his Pleafuire. Hernice might great harm 


have enſued, had not, by the Policy of wife men, the 
matter been commitred to the Chick Juſtice and others, 
by direction of the Rings Council, to fer an orCer and 
Rule between the ſaid Parties. I''8 cftc& whereof 
was, that after Evidences and Privil:dges produced to 
the advantage of both, it was hrs adiudocd, thar 
if the Conſtable, or any cther Officer of thc Tow er, 
would at any time take any Wheat or Victuals, to the 
uſe of the King, or the Tower, he ſhould come into 
the City Market, and have it two Pence in a Quarter 
within the Mayors Price, and other Victuals after the 
ſame rate: And if he, or any of his Officers would 
do contrary to that Ordinance, that then the Sherift; 
ſhould make report to the Kings Council, an + with- 
ſtand him 1n all that they might, ſo thar' the Ring's 

Peace were kept. Here was Authority given to act 
againſt ſome commulionated by the King. Vhat fol- 
ly is it for every mean petty Othcc r to think to thwart 
this powerful City, and hope to be :90 bs for her Ci- 

tizens, when their Liberricz, Priviledpes, and! Franchiles 

are concerned ? This 
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This year filent murmurs paſſed up and down the 
Land of War, that was too too likely to enſue be- 
tween the King and. his Lords in ſhort proceſs of time, 
tor the Bull of Diſpenſation before ſhewed in the 
Realm: But the mediation of good and wiſe men fo 
appeaſed and ſtilled thoſe Emotions for a while, that the 
King agreed again to the maintenance of the aforeſaid 
Statutes, and ſent his Writs, wherein the ſaid Articles 
were compriſed, into all the Shires of England, giving 
ſtrict Commandment to all men, to obſerve and keep 
the ſame, and ſuch other as were to them joined by 
the diſcretion of ſome appointed to that end. Bur 
this again was ſhortly after revoked and denied. 
What Change in Councils, what Uncertainty and 
Fickleneſs of Mind was this? Give, and grant, and 
then recal: What could be thought the end of this 
yariableneſs but Srrife and Contention? Hereupon 
the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, a Star in that con- 
junCture of the firſt Magnitude in the Engliſh Firma- 
ment. proves erratick: For fearing what might en- 
ſae, like a cunning, ſubtle, worldly Politician , he 
makes an Errand to Rome, and by Licenſe of both 
Parties departs the Land, and fo keeps bimſelt out till 
the trouble was over. He had been a main Inſtru- 
ment a few years ago in Curling the Breakers of the 
aforementioned Acts. Should he have ſided with the 
Kings Party, he had openly contradicted his former 
Actions, and in effect declared all his fo folemn Curſes 
to ſignifie nought. Had he {ided with the Barons, he 
muſt have ſhewn himſelf an Afﬀenter to their deeds, 
partaken of all the Changes and Chances of War, and 
publickly {lighted and contemned the Popes Difpenſa- 
tion. Acrime in thoſe days of very dangerous Conſe- 

uence to the oftending Party. Upon Millens Sunday 

the Mayor and Commons being preſent at a Folk-Moot, 

held zt Pauls Croſs, before Sir Philip Baſſet, and _ 
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of the Kings Council , the Mayor was ſworn to be 
trueto the Ring, anJ his Heirs Kings. Upon the mor- 
row at Guild-Hall every Alderman 1s ſaid to have taken 
the ſame Oath in preſence of the Mayor : And fo like- 
wiſe upon the Sunday following, we read that every 
Stripling, of the Age of 12 Years and above, was a- 
new charged with the ſame Oath before his Alderman 
in his Ward. - 

Then (according to my Author) the Diſpieaſure be- 
rween the Ring and his Barons, which a long while 
had been kept ſecret, began to appear, infomuch thac 
diverſe of them aſſembled in the Marches of Walz, 
gathered unto them ſtrong Power , and ſent a Letter 
unto the King, under the Seal of Sir Roger Chyfford, 
beſeeching him to bave in remembrance the Oath, and 
manifold Promiſes thar he had made.. for the obſery- 
ing of the Statures made at Oxford, with other Ordi- 
nances made to the Honour of God, for Faith and Al- 
legiance to his Perſon , Weal and Profit of all his 
Realm, willing him further to w.thſtand and dehe all 
ſuch Perſons, as will be againſt the faid Acts, faving 
the Queen and her Children. After this Letter thus 
ſent, and no Anſyer received, we read of the ſaid Ba- 
rons going with Banners diſplayed againſt ſuch, as the 
knew held againſt the Afts fo often before Rd 
The efteft ot their Fury at Hereford, the Biſhop, and 
many of his Canons, Aliens born, ſoon felt to their 
great coſt and damage. Hence we hear of their going 
to other places, where they ſuppoſed to find their Ene- 
mies, keeping their courſe rowards London, ( this 
was the place, it ſeems, they deſired ſo much to fix to 
their Party) bearing before them a Banner of the 
Kings Arms, and encreafing with the acceſs of much 
People, as they held on im their Journey. In this 
March, as they found any that they knew to be againſt 
the Maintenance of the aforeſaid Acts, they impriſoned 

ther 
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them, and ſpoiled their Habitations, were they Spiri- 
tual or Temporal Men, all the caſe to them ar that 
time. In divers of th ce King's Caſtles they fer in fach 
Perfons as they picafed, ( utting cut ſuch ay were BY 
ced in by the ng) 2nd gave to them an Oath, 
they ſhouid be true and- faithful to the Ting , _ 
keep thoſe Ciſties ro his Uſe, and to th 16 We: al of the 
Rea! nm. Here t] THY ſc cm ro , Pon OL! 7d 'q the C5 OU It! CT5S 
In their own Wy. The M yor, Ald ermen, and 0- 
thers of Lond: , were made of late to renew their 
aths of Allegi ce to the King and his Heirs, as it to 
weaken the Barons Þ arty, by a crafry fly in Mt vation, 
that they went about to deprive t the King and his 
Heirs of their Right. Bur as for thoſe ſug ;cltions bo 
hoid the Barons d diſappoint; ing them, by. giv; ing the 
[ke Oaths ro theſe of their own Party pur into | laces 
of publick Truit, and rhereby in eff: & declaring, that 
*rwas not agam{t the King, but againſt rhe il] Miniſters 
of State about ki Mm, V hom th ey Ceerned the Authors 
of ll Advice, that they thus took 19 Arms, either ro 
remove them , or dchver the King out of ſuch 1!! 
mens hands. 7 
About Mid/ummer, when they drew near to Longov, 
the Chronicle tells us, that they ſent a Letter unto the 
Mayor, and Aidermen, under the Seal of Sir S707 
Mountfcld, willing to know of chem whether they 
would obſerve the. et -; and. Starutes mile in the Par: 
lament called at Ox ford or not, or elſe wikis i aid and 
afliſt ſuch perſons as intended t; e breach of the fame, 
and fent to them a Copy of rhe ſaid Acts, with a Pro- 
wi/o that if any there ſpecified, were whe hurt of the 
Realm, or common-Weal of the fame, that they then 
by diſcreet Perſons of the I and ſhould be altered, and 
amended. See here the Influence the City had upon 
the Land, the eſteem the Barons had of * Londou's Power 
and Authority, and boy deſtrons they were to afſare 
ik 
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all Aliens, wo. of any favour owing to the one 
Party or th2 0! were pur out of the Cir V. impar- 
taliry 1s 'arciy found among the Chiidren of men, 
tho ugh It 15 = "commenda! ze a Virtue not to have re- 
ſpc& of Perſonz: Bur not long after we hear of their 
being —_— 1 Orkcez , many of them in Windſor 
Caltie, by Edward the Ri''g's Son. So uſual is it for 
conteſting ms to receive and preftcr one anothers 
outcaits. No wonder then it we ſometimes fee the 
ſame done in privare Families, when at variance a- 
mong themſelves , which is fo ott aCted oyer and over 
again in publick difterences, 

Then Watch and Ward waz kept dayly in the Ci- 
ty, and in the night certain aiſgned to ride about the 
Town, with fome Foot-Men allotted to them , to 


ſearch all the Town over: But hence harm enſuing, 


by reaſon that evil diſpoſed Perſons, under colour of 
Woatch-Men, ſeeking tor {trangers, rebbed and (po! 'ed 
many Houſes in one part of the City, while the riding 
Watch was in another place, a ſtanding Watch was or- 
dained in every Ward. The mind of the City be- 
ing made known by their publick Mouth, the Mayor, 
*twas time for men of a different Intereſt to endeavour 
to draw the King further oft from it. AccorCingly 
we find the King departs from tl;e City , when he 
heard the Barons were coming into ir. 'The Barons 
enter the City the Sunday betore St. Margaret's day, 
and the King ſhortly after returns to Weſtminſter with 
the Queen, and ohers of his Council. Soon after Sir 
Hegh le Spencer is made Chict Juſtice, and Keeper of 
the Tower, by conſent both of the King and the Ba- 
rons. Upon the morrow. following, Maudiin Day , 
was a Writ directed ro the Mayor and Aldermen, 
charging them that the oy” ng's Peace be hrmly kept 


within the City, for im the lame it was expreſled, that 
the Ring and his Barons were » loving y agreed. Fur- 
thermore 
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thermore in the ſame Writ it was commanded. that 
if within the Precincts of the City were any perſon Ot 
pet ſons kno! wn, that would with(l. nd the torcfaid Or- 
dinances and Grants, that all fuch ſhould be arrached 
and pur in Prifon, and their Goods alfo artached for 
the Kinp , till they knew his further Pleaſure, Well 
had it been for many grear perſons, 1 if this : agreement 

had laſted longer; but, like other -b orldly thiigs, 
this new peace was alſo tranfirory. However here we 
meer with another inſtarce of the Cities Concern, of 
the Cities Power, of the Citics Influence. "Twas the 
Citrzers concern to keep the Peace thus happily and 
quietly made, *"T'was their Power you here find «en 

gaged to fee to it, And their Influence upon either pa: 

ty you may guels by the due care taken to 1nform then? 

of the late mutual Agreement. In theſe Cays of Miſ 

rule, and time of the Barons reſiding in the City, 
we are given t0 und erſtand, that many Rubberies were 
comnntred by divers therem, .and much harm done, 
bur little correfted, they were fo torn out and muain- 
tained by their Maſters. Such 3s the roo too come 
mon «efe& of Civil broils. "The Commons of the Ci- 
ty were far out of Rule by the incerfing of riotous 
Perſons, fo that in the A Temblics and Courts kert at 
Guil-Hall, or other o aces , We "_ men _ were 
Iittle or nothing regarccd, and {1mpic, indifcreer per- 
lons c2rried away the VOICE. 

As the City was mn thoſe C2ys ys powerful, ſo the Lords 
ſeem well ro have known it. £d en, to obtain the more 
favour of the Citizens, they vrilled them to ſhew rhem, 
it they had any of their Liberties withdrawn, that 
they might again to them be reſtored, and alſo to think 
of fome new ones to their Weal and Profit, and they 
would labour to the King to have them granted. Can 
any one defire greater Evidence than Ocular Demon- 
[tration? 'The City kad a great many good and = 
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ficial Liberties and Franchiſes already granted, to the 
Emulation and Envy of many ol het 11{-wilicis. Yet 
here yur own yes may caltly certihie us of a large offer 
voluntarily mude to her Cit7zns, by fuch as had 
Powet to encre2ie thrm, had they had the diſcretion 
at that time to þave made a good uſe of it, For the 
Mayor having upon this kinu oifr oli mbled the Com- 
mons-at Guz:/d-Hall, and willed tl; Olhcers to Gdevile 
fuch things as might be beneicial 'to the City, they 
counſelling together, arc ſaid ro have made fuch a nete 
of Statutes, Prov:tions, and Ordinances, to their own 
{ingular Proht, and fo pre Sinks! to all other Foreign 
Merchants coming to the City , to all other Fairs, 
and Markets of Englan#, and the univerſal Weal of 
the Realm, that upon -overſecing them the Heads told 
them, they were neith« - lawful nor Charitable, and 
fuch as thcy knew "ory nut be admitred. So com- 
mon Is 1t 1n too tao many concerns tor private Intereſt 
ro be brought up in the Van, while the publick 1s left 
lagging behind, as it were a loof off, in the Rear. The 
Heacs of the C'ry willing the Commons to Gevile 0- 

ther Ordinances, their firlt bei ng ſo uncharitably or- 

dered, and they, I know not upon what account, nor 
upon whoſe Incitation, proving retrattory and retu- 
ing, both thoſe and athers, right neceſſary for he 
Common: Weal of the City,- were rejected and p ut oft, 
farh my Author, For men to goto logg ging of Bills, 

when they cannot otherwiſe hinder their paſſing, 1s a 
known Practice. 

After St. fames's day we hear of rhe Barons ow 
ture from London towards 7! in: F. where they v:rn- 
ed our the Aliens, before plac'd ti: "4 n by the King's 
Son Edward. who the rewpony with other a!t0CiAartes, 
rode to the King with Complain in thew Mouths a- 
gainſt the Barons, tor ſpoiling them ot their Goods: 
But theſe being then put off by the Ring with a oe 
Mic 
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miſe ot Juſtice, till more Oo! his Council were hi eel 
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ptterly rejetcd rheſe Articles, whereupon the Fire of 
Difſention was again kindled berween the King and 
thoſe his Lords, 

In the 47th Year , by procurcment of the Barons, 
ve are told that the Wmmons of Londen choſe unto 
their Mayor for that Year Thomas "2 Thomas, [Re bert 
fl Mioumph ere and Robert de Suffulk were Sherilts | 2nd 
w:thout Counſel of the Aldermen ſwore him at Guil [d- 
Fla} upmn Simon and Fude's day, and made no pre- 
zentment of him the morrow following to the King, 
nor to the Birons of thi Exchequer, as had been the 
cuſtom : For waich we may ealily tup poſe the King 
was much difcontenred with the City. W hereupon 
the King perceiving the City would rake the Barons 
part, having cauſed his Son to ſcite Windſor Caſtie by 
a Train, eariy in a Morning, « little before Chriſtmas, 
be rode thither from 1/+//n21mfer, whither ſhortly after 

me ally many 6: rhe Lords that were upon the King's 
party, As tailt bkewiſe the Lords and Knig 'ghrs on the 
La o! rl Of  Leic {ter s 11 't Ko towards London . if tat ON 
enher part was much People atlemoled. In the mean 
ttme forme well __— Me ov endeavouring 4 
(Concord between the King and his Lords, it was hinal- 
ly agreed by both varti es, that all matters Concerning 
the foreſuid Articles of the Statutes and Ordinances 
made at Oxferd, and atterwa rds by the 12 Peers, ſhould 
be reterred to the French Ring, to Judge which ſhould 
be heid, and Which nor, Upon this Agreement were 
Copies made of the ſaid Statutes, with Letters ſhew 
Ing the elect of the former Agrecment, and ſent unto 
Lewis the French Knig. Gr er ſails the King, with his 
Son Edward, and others of his Council on one {1de-; 
On the other were ſent Sir Peter de Mountford, and 0- 
thers, as ſo many Solhcitors tor their mutual Parties: 
G9 that the Sratutes were ſtrongly argued before the 
French Ring by both ſidcs, In the end, the French 
King, 


F 
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King Lewy, calling [ ore ao both Parties on Jax 
nugry the 24th, _d _ in Judgment gave EX» 
preſs Sentence, that all «nd every ot the ſaid Statutes 
and Ordinances ſhould be rom that day toward ut- 
rerly void and fer at nougit, and all ſuch Bonds and 
Promiles, that tac King or any other had made for the 
maintenance of the fame, ſhould be annulled and can- 
celled, and the Ring and -all others, for any matter 
concerning —_ Statutes, ſet at Liderty, 

After oy -2ntence thus given, | the Ring returned 
mo Eng! an 'T an ſo ro L:24on, February the I5Fth. 
This King Lewr is named 2 Saint, for that he was not 
(I fup ; ) {9 had 433 Gther Princes to9 too C "nr nly 
are, 'Of more probably tor ſome deeds of his plealing 
to the Popiſh Clergy , 23 his ſending to deſtroy the 
(tnen accounted) Hereticzl -{bigenſes , his taking a 
Voyage once mto the Holy Land, and undertaking pl 
ſecond towarcs the ſame place at the Popes requelt : 
For at that time the Holy War (as *tis generally cal- 
led) was crizd up 1n theſe \Weitern parts oft the World, 
as 2 high pece of Devotion. Bur whatever eſteem 
Lewis has got in the World, the Barons ( it ſeems ) 
continued not to have the ſame Vencrarion tor him, 
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but were contrary wile much moved with h ICNnTence, 
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noting great Partiality in Ekim. thus ro difanniit all the 
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foreſa:d Aft, which were at firſt made in Par! ment, 


the KR'ng agreeing to them, and had buen varicufly 
confirmed, by the King ; Gra gt, his Oath, and mani- 
fold Promites, rogether with a fo] 

ced agin{t fuch as would ar empt in Word and deed ro 
break them. Ir may be '"rwas the Fame of this Kino 
Lews's Goodneſs, that mace the Buirgns conſent to 
have him the Umpire, as on? concern? ! 09 neither | 

ty. Bur what could be expectcd inthe Cafe? Con!d 
it be ſuppoſed, that he, a King, would not favour his 
Brother King what he might, rather tharr by coafirm- 
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ing theſe Acts, pretende d fo prejudicial to ail Royal Pre- 
rc) Vanve, five Exa :mpic to his own Subjects tO require 
the like at 3 hands, Or Attceinnrrt to con pel hungTerens 
by force? Had the Lords gotten an Umpire trom a- 
mong lome diluntercited Subjects of ſome othicr Land » 
he perhaps wott!d have adjuited the bulinefs wholly in 
their !ave ur. So hard had it been to have met with a 
juit Arbitrator in the caſe, who would not have de- 
Cincd to one or thc other Party, tor tear nor [ 
VOLUTr. 

King Henry having _ got a Vervict on his lide, 
and the Barons not1ng Partiality, = therefore refuſing 

) {tand to the judgment (@) oLgh the ( hromcle inti- 
mui'ces to us, that they h 1d promiſed | all Iredly to abide 
tne French Kings Arbittation : ) For King Levis Ex 
preily excepting King Foin's Charter betore granted 
the Barons perſiſted in detence of the Oxford Statures 
25 founded on that Charter. Vi at then remains, bur 
tro commur all to the att Decition of the Sword, and 
{> the who'e Arhitrement fail be cait more Lads 
atcly into the hands of Providence ? Away from Lon- 


don oo the Lords Weltward, into the Marches of 


8 #F J pi . | . * } inf 
[i/ales, where drawing to tnem great Power, they war 
upon the LInds and Calt.cs of Sir _— Mortimer. to 


whole aid Edytard the King's Son coming, his Peo- 
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p:e were dittrelied, and he himlelt al molt 1 taken. 1o 


redreſs thele grievances 2 new Pariuament was appoint- 
ed 4t Qx76 ſ \ [116 F Vabinn la) ncvVer Came tocacriccrt; 
Yer he mconiions another Ch:onicie, which allrms ths 
Parlzment to have been there kept, and thar the Ik g 


! ht Lords parted rnence ail al [lcord, B: {119es 
the mutual Sta agth oO! Pconic on cither hide, 'The Ba- 
rons had the Acts of Parliament made by the King, 

Lordz, and Commons ( for ot ſuch I have elfc where 
read thete Aitlemblits were com pak d in thoſe days) to 
hob: for, which to obſerve the Ring, and many 
othcr: 
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ance ot the forenamed Conſtables, who commanded 
the ſaid Bell to be toll'd, By means whereot the Peo- 

ple ſhut their Shops anq came our in Arms | in great 
Maul altitudes, who, after Proclamation made that they 
{ſhonld follow their Captains, without knowledge what 
to do, or whither to go, followed them unto Thy(le- 
worth, beyond 'Veſtminſter, and there ſpoiled the Ma- 
nour of the King of the Romans, rk re _— 
Brother ) ſetting it on Fire; and afterwards with 1 great 
noiſe and cry returned unto London. "This Richard , 
King of the Romans, appears to have been a Mediator 
of Peace between the 'T'wo Parties, but after this out- 
rage, whart elle could be expected, but that he thould 
become the Barons Enemy to theutmolt of his Power ? 
Though *tis commonly ſeen, that from War moſt come 
home by Weeping Crols , yet there are ſtill roo too 
many found, that defire to hſh in troubled Waters, 
Would any, but {uch as were in Love with Blood and 
Wounds, have counſe!led ſuch a Fact as this , in the 
midft of Civil broils, thus to compel tne only Media- 
tor of Peace, likely to prevail, to become a man of 
War, and which waz worſe, an Enemy, a powerful 
Enemy, inſtead of a peaceable Friend ? 

In the time of theſe inteſtine Jarrs between Men of 
the ſame Country and Religion , 'twas much it the 
Jews ſhonld have eſcaped free, who were \trangers, 
of diflerent Rires and Cuſtoms , and fo odious to the 
Common People. "That they did not eſcape the en- 
raged Multitudes Fury, we find, by mention made of 
Five Hundred of them faid to be (lain at one -time in 
Londen, on Palmſunday week. The occaſton 15 related 
to be, for that a Jew would have forced a Chriſtian ro 
have given him more than T'wo Pence a Week for 
the wuſe of Twenty Shillings. This being the flint- 
ed Uſury then permitted the Jews , by the King's 
Grant: According to which rate they nught take in 
any 


| 139 | 
any Summ lent, greater or leſſer. A reafonable man 
would have thought , this might have farished the 
greedy Minds of net ordinary griping Extortioners, 
Eight Shiitings Eight Pence by the Year in the Pound, 
Forty three Pounds 5:x ©: ngs Eight Pence in the 
Hundred : Uiury unconlcionadle d nough of any fenle, 
While the Land ſtood thus drvided into Parties, the 
Jews teit the Peoptes 1age wn the City, and the Country 
did not altogether ſcape taſting the mileries of Civil 
Wars; King g Henry by « divers plices Caine ar length 
mto Suſſex, with a ſtrong Power, whereof the Lords 
hearing made Preparation 49; 449, rowWargs him. 

Accordingly in the end of Apri!, the Barons, with 
many of the Citizens in the vaward, departed from Lox 
aon, _—_— their 1 JUrney toW ards the King, and hear- 
ing he was at Lewes with a great power, by common 
conſent drawing up a Letter, fent 1t in the name of all 
the Barons to the King: But the Anſwers were fo 
rough, and infuch a ſtile, that it plainly ſhewed that 
the L word couid be the only decider of the Quarrel, and 
hnal determiner of the Conts!t fo much were their 
Minds ex: aſper ared each rowards otlier, though of the 
ſarne Nation and Kindred. 

The Barons well RR 5 by theſe Anſwers, that 
there was no other way , bur to decide the Qrrarrel 
by Gdiat of Swore ; they went torward towards the 
Rmng. FWedneſday May the 24'h, 1263. 15 the day 
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that may be writ in Red Letters, tor the great quantt- 


ty of Blood fpilt thereon, in the Butle tought at Lewes 
( ca th: Ring and his Birzas, wherein by the 
T7*1 Tr * 1 9 * S_- 

Will of Prov UEnCce, Une V :ctory feil to the Barons, 
with ſuch a total rout ro the other Party. that thi Y took 
Prifoners the King, his Brother h:s Son, with many 


ane Naga ew CO. 
other Noble-Men, to the numizer of '] wenty hve 22 
rons and Banercts , above T'wenty "Thouſand be! 

zan, according to my Author's Account, After this 
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ſo compleat a Victory, the other Priſoners being ſent 
elſewhere, the Barons kept the Ring, his Brother, and 
Son, till they came to Loxdun. "This was the place 
wherein they had tound Sheiter, and had had ſuch con- 
{1 OR Atiiltance trom the Londoners, that there ſeems 
d a kind of Ole 1 lying on them, and it implied 
ſomwhat of a Recompence due t9 the City, hook ro 
ſhew the Trophies ot their Victory. Now we may 
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ealily conclude, that the torenamcd Statutes are to ſtand 
in juil torce cve;1 0y thc I! gs Conſent. And ſo ac- 
ccordingly we find a Grant madc, ang an Apreement, 


that if any were thought unrcalvnabie, they were to be 
corrected and amended by tour Noble Men of the 
Ream, Two o: the Spirituaiiy and I woot the TI cm- 
Pp Walt ty: And w L 
Znjiu and the 1 
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11 the caſe. "To continue th:s accord the firmer, the 
. ©, _ ] mh » - OY, a | z 

:d his Brother , were to remain the Ba- 
rons Priloners til if Was compicated. A Parliament 
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great numbers unto Dover, there to lani: Bur King 
Henry was induced to ride thither, viith a great po- 
wer, and torce thoſe Strange rs to YO back aguin, and 
the Kings Brother fenr Prifoner to BerkLamſtead Ca- 
ſtle, ti!] thoſe Altens were returned, It jtands upon 
Record im my Author, that he and the Queen had 
ſent over the Sea for them. So that hence it had 
been manitelt, though the Kelunn of Ring fobr's 
Reign had not been extant, that it 1s no late De- 
vice, nor new Practice , tor Yerlons of Arbitrary 
Pretences to call in outlancih Souicdiers, when they 
fear they cannot raiſe aſtiſtance enough at home, in 
their own Native Country, to ſupport and. bring to 
effect their ill mrended celigns, "The Barons fide 
ti od £1: m for the Obvlervation of the Pa rl nent Acts 

The Kings party dchred to have iniringed them. 
The Barons grew powerlul and formidable, the other 
{1de ſcem fearful that the y ſhould nor be able to compats 
ſtrength enough at home, ſuitable to their Nehgns and 
Celires, and therefore ſent abroad. "There being 
3d.e men enovgh to be had tor mony 11 molt places, 
Soldiers were waged , but there was a Sca to paſs , 
( which required much riume 5 and a {utable Sal Ol 
Sh1p3 t 0 watt them over, ) and a conliderabie Iirength 
lay in the way t9 — them, it they came not 
well Pro\ ded for an artagque. So that it 'was a day 

5 3t were aiter the Fair a they came, and that 
Was many hours too late s V Ie reupon ny were COm- 
peited to return again withour, and w'gainſt their firſt 
Intent, 

This 1s the inconvenience, ſome may think , the 
gorcat advantage, others may conc! de of an Ifland's 
Icituation, that it cannot cali,y be over-run with tor 
reign Forces, as Lands upon the con.inent often arc , 
and with more tacility. If the ſhooing of themſelves 
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2nd their Horfes with Cork would do ihe feat, 
then they might happen more eaſily to pats rhe 
yea, bur as things go in this Age of rhe Worid 
much time as well as a great Navy is requiſite ro 
trarſport an Army , though lictle or no oppoſition 
be made. Yet how diffictlr wovld it be to prevail 
where among, One Mi'lio: Two Hundred Thouſand, 
One Million One Hundred and Fifty Thovt/and are 
on one fide, and Fifry Thouſand on the other. 7. 
In Twenty four Twenty three parts againſt one 
part: Whar could it avail, it on ſome crher fire, 
nea* prerence, a good ſtore of Forreigners might 
poſlibly happen to be introduced , ſuppoſe Fiity 
Thouſand: Above Eleven to One would til! be 
great odds. If we ſhould grant One Hurdred 
Thouſand could filently be let in under another No- 
tion, into how many little ſmai] Parcels muſt thev 
be minoutely divided, at how many ſeveral Ports 
muſt they arrive, what charge ro keep and main- 
tain them. unleſs put upon preſent fervice? And 
yet there's ſtil] hazard enough in the World, ard 
to ſpare, One Million one Hundred and Fifty Thou- 
ſand againft One Hundred and Fitty Thouſand:, ro 
every man an oppoſite and Ten over: Odds fufh- 
ciently at Foot-Ball, if in a lefſ-r namber, Were 
it not for the aw of the Land, in hew mary 
places d'ye think the g Lay Sheaves would nor de- 
vour the Parſons Tenth Sheaf ? Enoland ſtands firm 
upon 1ts old bettom of Freedum ; but Fraxzce kath 
had Experience more than enovgh of the aforeſaid 
truths, "Tis well known the preſent Frexch King 
keeps his poor enſlaved Subj-Qts uncer With a 
ftrong Force, compoſed moſt of other Country 
Souldiers, and by their 2ffiſtance, with ſome others 
connivance, and the help of French Money, is be- 


come the Terrour of Enrope, I doubt not but much 
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of this his preſent greatneſs ſprung at firſt from a 
ſucceſsful attempt made in kis yoInpger days, to in- 
troduce forreign forces ut pon his leſs wary Nobility 
and Gentry, in hehalf and by the Guidance of a 
great Minilter of State, whom foine of them hed 
defired to be diſcarded from fitting at the Helm of 
Government, Whereof his preſent Majeſty I be- 
Jieve had no very pleaſing nor deſirable Experience, 
Twas in the time when Providence permitted our 
King to be injuriouſly kept out of his right by an U- 
ſurper,that the French Nobles were urgent to have 
their King exile 1/2zarine, and the better to effect 
It were ready to have appeared in Arms: But their 
King in ſhew granting their deſires , (and it may be 
through the mediation of our Gracious Prince who 
had too fad an Inſtance of his own to urge from his 
Fathers unfortunate Fate) the Princes grew ſecure 
and laid attde their combined ſtrength: whereupon 
the exiFd Mazarize comes out of Germany ((o have 
I keard) with a ſtrong Army of many Thouſands up 
to P.xr:,, and then order d things at his own Pleaſure, 
and che Kings, The decciy'd Princes could never vin- 
dicate themſelves fince, _ our, then almoſt friend- 
lets, King ſhortly aſter thou ght g£00d to leave the 
Country, though the Place of his Mothers Original, 
leſt he ſhould have deen bid to deparr, and that dif- 
ouſted States-man (as may be luſpectedcauſes theK. 
to cloſe with Ezgland's aſurpi ing Power, and deſert 
a poor diſtre ſled, ov er-power'd Prince with no more. 
regard to him or tits, cill his Proteſtant (what if I bad 
allo added Presbvrerian ? } Subjects recalPd him to 
polieſs his Fathers Throne, wherein long may he 
live and flouriſh to the Nations good, and his own 
continued Wellfare, 
An. 48. Thomas Fiz. Thomas Mayor, Oſcert Wynter 
Phil. Tajlor being Sheriffs, The Lords of the Marches 
avout 
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about Chriftmas allembled, ar. one much harm in 
the Manvuurs of tne Earls of Le erceſter and Glouceſter 
(ihe rwo noted Chicts of the Buryuns P hw! herea- 
bouts, which occationcd the King to ride ſhortly af- 
ter ro Gioceſter, where, by a Council there called, ir 
was enected, thet fuch of tie Lords, that did not 
come in and yield to rhe R'ig by the Oct aves of 17: - 
lary, ſhould be exil'd, Lot tlic queition here be, 
whether thcle Lords. kcown ro have been of rhelk's 
Party, both detore and after this Tranſaction, were 
vulry [ hb x fon or D floyalty in nut coming in at 
the King's Cal |, & Fieiding,es the Barons party doubt- 
icis vow 9: ich re, or with whom the K. was then 
perſonally preſent? Had they firatigutways obey Cd, 
and come in all upon Summois, inc Barons _ ob- 
tain'd their defign ; but how would the change luc- 
ceeding have been broupht to pais, fo much to wag 
Courts advantage, and tne other fides prejudice 
Wherc's thc polinck Caiulit, thur can here filita hair 
berween loval end dilloyel deeds, Obtdience end 
Dilubedicnce, the duty of iubjcction and open refu- 
fal thereot? According to an Avreement there mece, 
in the faid Octaves a Parliarncent was held at eſt- 
minſter, where mer (es Fubiqn nath Ictt upon Re- 
cord) ihe King with his Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral. and Commons of the Land, to begin that Por- 
lament, Here was it enacted, the King beiny pre- 
ſent, that he, nur Edward hs Son, or none of them, 
{hould atrer that day gricve, nur Coule tg be grieved, 
the Earls of Leiceſter and Cloceſi or, the Biruts, Ba- 
nerets or Knights, the Citizens of Zona, aid Bar 
rons of the Five Ports, nur any otner Pertun or 
Perſons of high or low Degree, chur iwas upon the 
Party of the ſaid Earls, four :ny matter of dilplee- 
ſure done againſt the King and his Sun Zdirard, 3t 
any time before that day, 
19 
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To uphold this, the King's Sworn before his Lords; 
After that was ſhew'd and Read a Charter of Par- 
don Ccoticerning the faid Cauſe, and a contirmation 
of the Starutes of the Forre't, with many other Acts 
and Statutes before granted by the King. Here was 
an Act of Oblivion ſtrong enough one would have 
thought to have indemnitied the offending Parties ; 
but before the end of the Year we find the i de quite 
turn'd, through variance and difference ariſng be- 
tween the Two Thiets of the Barons Party, and then 
the King's fide prevailing Catheets what was done be- 
fote, Oaths held them not, and another Parlament 
repeals and difanuls the former Pardon. . So that the 
late Pardon'd Otfendors ſoon became the ( reputed ) 
Guilty Priſoners upon the old Scores, CancellF'd and 
forgiv'n as was thought a little before. The longelt 
Sword will makeand mar Laws at pleaſure, let peo- 
ple ſay what they will. This Party's Might com- 
monly bears down, what the other Party calls his 
Right. Edward the King's Son having likewiſe 
Sworn to perform the promiſes, which the King had 
before made in Parliament, was deliver'd at liberty, 
and the other Pledg his Cozen, upon allurance made 
to abide in the King $Court, and not depart withont 
Licence of the King, and fome of the Barons. Whar 
care do the Barons ſeem here ro have taken, to 
rengthen and conhirm their Yarty againſt any future 
afterclaps? How follicitous do thy 2ppear to have 
been to prevent an after- Reckoning, and all Tenden- 
cies thereunto ? Nay, how contormable to them, 
did the King and his Son ſhew themſelves likewifc 
therein? Witneſs the many Inſtraments and Bonds 
made by them, for the performance of Covenants 
And yet all was ſoon 
One of the 
helping Pene/, co unravel 
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the Web, they had' been fo long. a Weaving, 
The Ordering the former Starutes made at Oxford, 
which had hitherto ſo faſt united them, was the oc- 
caſion of diflention berween the Two Potent Earls of 
Leiceſter and Gloceſter, to the ruin of the Baron's Par. 
ty ; the difterence arofe ( as Stow tells us ) between 
them, for that Leiceſter not only kept the King and 
others as Prifoners, but alſo took to himſelf the Re. 
venues of the Kingdom, which i ſeems ſhould have 
been equally devided amongſt them. So that it was 
the Golden-Apple, that ſeems to have occaſior'd this 
ſo fatal Diſcord. © The King indeed and his Lords h- 
bour'd for at Union, bur it fell out well for the 
King's ſide, and ill for the others, that they ſucceed. 
ed not. This happen'd between Eaſter and Whitſun- 
tide. In the Whirſun-Week, we hear of Edward the 
King's Son ſecretly departing from the Court at He- 
referd without Licence, and aflociating himfelf with 
the Earl of Glecefter and other Lords at Cheſter, from 
whence he haſts to Gloceſter, breaking the Bridges as 
he went, that he might not be follow?d, till he had Af 
ſembled his Power. The Earl of Leiceſter was too 
wiſe not to gueſs at his Intent,and therefore 1n all haf 
ſends to his Son to Aliemble his Forces. Sen his Sor, 
with his Forces Aﬀtembled, draws towards Wrncheftr, 
and was at firſt kept ont by the Citizens, becauſe they 
knew not whether he came as the King's Friend, and 
for that they had alſo receiv'd a Letter from Edwari 
to that purport. But it was not long ere the Cit 
was vielded, and then the Caſtle Belieged, after that 
the Ciry had been ſpoild, and many of the Few 
therein Inhabiting Slain. They. were fo odious gent: 
rally tothe People, that they ſhguld be ſure to- hare 
ther ſhare to the purpoſe in theF publick Calamity, 
if the Commons might have their Will. The Papi 
after all their diſcover'd Plots, known Practicnn = 
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deſtruttive Principles, are not in a vaſt degree much 
more hateful ro the generality of the Englih Nation! 
in theſe Days, than where the griping Fews in thoſe 
Elderly Times. 

At Kenelworth the Barcn's Party receiv'd the firit 
blow undez rhis Simm, where they were thametully 
defeatzd by Edward and his Hott, and many Emt- 
nent Priſoners taken without the ſhedding of muciy 
Blood. At Ewyſham in Woreefterſire were the Barons 
diſccmfired, with ſuch a rotal overthrow, and the dz- 
ſtruftion of ſo many Men of Note on that fide, thar 
*is no Wonder that their Intereſt among the People (6 
viſibly decay'd for the future, and in time was tally 
loft. Soon after this Vitory the King and his Son 
Edward met, by whoſe Auchority, the Priſoners then 
in hold were releaſed, and many othersaccusd, ard 
put in for them. Not long after was held a Farla- 
ment at Wincheffer, where by Authority of the ſame, 
the Statuges and Ordinances before made at Oxfurd4 
were Repealed, and all Ponds and Writings before 
made by the King, or any other, Cancell'd and Bro- 
ken, and all ſuch as had favord the Parons, dilinhe- 
Tited. A Rout indeed. A Rout firit to the Men 
that would have had the Laws bave been kepr, ard 
then a Rout to the Laws themttlves, to Parhament 
Acts and Statutes. <o deſtroy firſt of 4!l che Prote- 
ſtant Mzn and Women, the Subjects of Religion, and 
then the Proteitant Religion fills of courte. Whar 
cou! ir at that time avail the defeared Party, ro 
plead a former Obedience to the Yower then Reg- 
nant, fince the prefert Fowers were otherwiſe re - 
folvd ? If the Parliament in Leing will have Obedt- 
ence paid to a former Parliament etteem'd Treafon, 
Who dare gainfay it ! Little boots it the poor weak 
Leaſt to cry the Punch in his Forchead 13 no Horry, 
Fre the More PCWEr flil Lion ſays iti, After the12 
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Parliament Tranſaftions, we hear of the King's reſis 
ming into his hands all grants before made and giver 
to any Perſon. After his Sons Victory the King calls 
not a Parliamentat Weſtminſter, leaſt poſſibly it mighe 
have been over aw'd by the City of Londen, bur af: 
ſembling it at aplace far enough diſtant, and things 
having there been carried according to the Courts 
intent anddefre, now have at London. 

Accordingly, after the Parliament was ended, we 
read of King Henry's coming to Windſor with a great 
Power, intending (as the Fame then went) to deſtroy 
the City , for the great Ire and Diſpleaſure he ' had 
unto it. We need but gueſs to know, with what a 
wonderful fear the Mayor and Aldermen were then 
ſtricken at this Repoxt. Yet we are told that many 
of the Commons were un full purpoſe to have defen- 
ded the City againſt the King. So it ſeems there werg 
then many and divers opinionsamong them.The City 
being in thoſe days Inhabited with Men of many Na- 
tions, Who were then, according to Fabian, admitted 
for Citizens. Ar laſt the Citizens condeſcended to 
make a firpplication to the King, and ſend it by ſome 
Religious Perſon. Many are faid to be ſent by ſundry 
Perſons; but to little avail : The King being fo grie- 
vouſly incenfed by ſome of his Counſel againſt them, 
that he would not look upon their Supplications, 
and if any ſpoke in their behalf, he ſoor-would make 
fich countenance, that even Men in his-Favour fear'd 
fo ſpeak for them. Now was the time for their IIl- 
willers to vent the utmoſt of their Spleen againſt this 
Honourable City , formetiy their Terror, and hope 
fo compleat their full Revenge by workingits Deſteu- 
Ction. We doubt not but Men of Axbitrary delires 
have always hatred ſue!) free conſtitured Corporate 
[owns and Cities, and have litcle reaſon to beleive, 
bur chat there are Men of the like ill Prince 20 
Practifcs 
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Prattiſes ſtil] alive in the World, who would heartily 
rejoyce in thetr Minds to meet with the hike opportu- 
nity to work out their corrupt deſigns. Have you 
never heard of ſuch a ſaying, as that the Corpora» 
tions will prove. England's DeſtruCftion ? Out of what 
Mint dee think this comes? Where was it firſt forg'd, 
but in ſome ſuch men's Brains? We now look u 

one of theſe Corporations, as one of the principal 
Bulwarks of the Proteſtane Religion, and the Engliſh 
Liberty : And that it may long ſo continue, in de- 


. fence of their juſt Priviledge, and true Religion, in 


ſpight of all Arbitrary endeavours and Popiſh defigns, 
s the hearty Prayer and Deſire (I doubt not) of eve- 
ry good Proteſtant and Loyal Engliſh-man. While 
the cautionary Proteſtant Lowns in France ſtood firm 
and fix, and uninjur'd in their juſt Liberties and Pri. 
viledges;, how gloriouſly, and with what ſafety did 
the Proteſtant Religion flouriſh in that Land ? Bur 
when through the Force and Violence of Arbitrary 
Prexenders, and treacherous connivance of ſome cor. 
rupt Engliſh States-men, Roche] was reduc*d in the 
lit age under abſolute power , what foundation was 
thereby lajd'for the Proteſtants future Ruin, and pres, 
ſent greatneſs of the French Monarchy ? How well 
the Papiſts deſigns have there ſucceeded, ſincethe ut- 
ter ſubverſion of the Proteſtant Towns, is not un- 
known to their Neighbours : Such fad Reports have 
not long ſince pierc'd our Engliſh Ears of the Barba. 
rous uſages the Proteſtants there have-lately under. 
gone , whereof ſome ſorrowtul Spectacles may have 

ſſibly preſented themſelves of lats to ſome of our 
= What further Progreſs-the Jeſuits may haply 
make in their curſed deſigns, by ſending into Exgland 
bloody Papiſts, in the form of diſtreſſed Proteſtants; 
We have but roo juſt Cauſe to fear. Eſpecially if all 
b& true, that hath been Reported, af rhe going of 
L 3 ſome 
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ſome of theſe ſuſpected Strangers to a, Popiſh Habita- 
tion, and of others being ſeen going to Maſs: How 
well would it be forthe Land,” were all theſe Reports 
undoubtedly falſe, and our Feirs, Jealoufiesand Suſpi- 
cions, alrogether canſeleſs. 

When the/Cirizens Su pplications were thus rejected 
at Court, the Hiſtory tells us, that they were conn- 
felled by their Friends to niake a Writir:2, and Seal ir 
with their Common-Seal, whereby they ſhould otter 
to pur themſelves whe [k\y\in'the” King's Grace and 
Mercy, touching their Lives and Goods. © This we 
may eaſily ſuppoſe; much more Irkſome; than'a bare 
Surrender of their Charter, ver this was-atTengrh 
done, and Eight Perſons of the City, who had Friends 
«t Court, chofen and ſent'towards Windfor ; 'But up- 
on the way encoumfing: with Sir Reger Leyborn, one 
of the Kings Knights, he turn'd them unto the City, 
Riding with them till he came near it, and' then de. 
parting from- them Rode upon the back fide” of the 
Town unto the Tower.” Ent at his departing from 
them, he willed them, 'to' warn the Mayor with Cer- 
tain of tne City to meet him to morrow at Berkmg 
Ciwrch, ſtanding near wy the Tower. - Upon their 
meeting next morning, Sir Roger, after a long pream- 
ble, ſhew” d them the Kings : grievous Difpleaſure, 
which he bare towards the City, and the means that 
had been uſed by their Friends, to obtain Grace for it. 
In tine he expretied, that noGrace for them might be 
had, ExCEPt they would by their Common-Seal bind 
themſelves fully and wholiy to ſtand at the King's 
Grace, and to put in his Mercy their Livesand Goods. 
This being in the end granted bv the Citizens, and the 
foreſaid writing delivered to Sir Roger, with entreaty 
that he would be a good mean for them to the King : 
He departed upon the morrow to the Ki ing, and re- 
11rd again 1n Six Davs, and willed the Mayor and 
Aldernin 
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Aldermen to meet him again at.the» foreſaid Church! 
There he ſhew'dthem,thar the King, by great Inſtance 
of their Friends, had received their writing,and would 
firſt, far the beginning of the content of his mind, 
That all the Chains, which ſtood in every Street and 
Lane's end within the City,fhould be.looſed fromtheir 
Poſts, and the Poſts alſo drawn ont of the Earth, & all 
be brought into the Tower.So belike upon apprehenſ1- 
onof great danger, to ſet up Poſts & Chains in the C1: 
ty is an ancient Cuſtom. He alſo further order'd, That 
this being done, the Mayor with aboyt Forty of the 
Citizens, ſhould the Day following be at Windſor, :to 
confirm the Grant of theit Writing: And that they 
might come and goe in fafe and ſure wife, he deliver- 
ed them the. King's Letter and Seal for the term:ot 
Four Days. | 

All chis being done, the Mayor with other Perſons 
were Teady at Wind/cr onthe morrow, being Sunday, 
by One of theClock, ard rarried there till Four: At 
which ſeaſon the King coming from his Diſport, (as 
fays,my Anthor) enters-the Caſtle without counte- 
nance or caſting his Eyes upon the. Lendeners. The 
King and his People being -entred., the Londoners 
would kave followed, butrthey were warn'd to abide 
without. Then in ſhort time after the King causd a 
Proclamation to be made, that no man of highor low 
degree ſhould make any fayings of ditpleaſure og 
quarrel ro. the Leondexers. In the Evening Sir- Roger 
and another Knight came to them, and brought them 
into the Caſtle, and faid, The Kings pleaſure was not 
to ſpeak with them that Night ; And after deliver'd 
them: to the Conltable of the Caſtle,who Lodg'd chem 
all that Night in a large Tower, to their ſmall Chear 
and worſe Lodging : Upon the morrow being Monday, 
toward Night, they were taken out of the Tower, 
and delivered to the Baylitf of the Caſtle, and Lodged 
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by his Aſſignment, excepr theſe five Perſons, wiz. Thos 
mas Fiat Thunos Mayor, Michael Topy, Steven Bukkerel, 
1 homas Pywelly/in, and Fohn Defiete. Theſe five had 
the King given tq 'his Son Edward, at whoſe com. 
mandment they remained n the ſaid Tower long af. 
tr, noerwichſtanding the King's ſafe Condult xo theny 
before made. Whae became then of the King's word? 
But who durſt oppoſe a waking Lyons, The fabele 
Hunter in the fable ik't not to deat roughly with 
him,tithis long Teeth were brokenone, andlis Clays 
cut off. When, upon the brait of Queen Mary's _ 
with Chit, King Philip of Spain her Hasband defired 
to de choſtn the Childs Guardian, if the Mother 
fhonld Deceafe, and offered the Parliament great af. 
forances and Ponds of Security for his gedelivery of 
the Kingdom at theappointed time, that Gentleman 
thew'd himſelf no- Fool ; who, when. the affarences 
Were likely: ro find acceptance; ſtood up and inqui. 
red who ſhould fne the Pond; And the Parthament 
enongh approv'd him, when they immedmtly- there- 
pon rejettedthe King's ſpecious offers. "Tis very dif. 
advantagions, and often injurious to the Weak, to be 
making of bargains with the more Powerful, whoare 
ſtrong enough to break their Promiſes and Covenants 
with Impunity, or keep them bur een as they pleaſe, 
When the tydings of the uſage of the Mayor and the 
yeſt at Y/imd/or came to London; Whereas many for 
Kar had abſent=d themſelves before , upon this news 
manymmore convey'daway themſelves and their goods 
ſecretly intodiverſe parts of Exg/and, fa that many of 
themareſaid never to have retnrn'd after. 

In the 49th. Year, November the 6th. We find that 
the King came to Weſtminſter , and ſhortly after gave 
to-diverfe of his Houſhold-Servants, near abvur ſixty 
Houſes and Honſholds within the City, ſo that rhe 
Owners were compell'q to redgem their Houſes and 

| | |  Hovutſholds, 
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Houſhotds, with all the goods in them, or" elſe ro des 
pare and ſuffer ſuch Perſons ro enter to whom rhe 
fiid Honfes were giveri. This grant is ſaid co have 
extended Mkewrfe to all the , Tenements, Goods 
and Charrels, which the faid Cirtzens had in any other 
ces of England. Riches have often mage Perſons 
fiigted ont for otiendoss, while the .poor Mar 
m the meantime ſtapes free, few ertv: ", it his P6- 
rerty. After this was 'OrJm Conſtable of the Tower 
made Cnſtos or Guardian of the Ciry,”' who choſe 
ow Adrian and Walter Hervy Citizens to be Baylitf 
onder him, and tohim to be accauntable to the Kings 
uſe. Then took the King pledges of rhe' beft Men's 
Sons of the Ciry, thar his peace fhonld befurely kepr 
within the fame. TheſSywere put mo the Toxver, ard 
there leet their Parenrs coſt. Stiorely after by 
grear Eabonr and Sir made, <he | oners; 
i the keeping of rhe Bayhif: of the Caftte of Windſor, 
were deliver'd and came tro. Lodo, excepr four of 
them, viz.” Richard Bonaventare, Sym De Hadiftok, 
Wilkam De Kent, 4nd William De Glozefter, who with 
the other ve afore excepred; were 4» in the 
Tower of W;adfor. Then dayly Snitand Labour was 
made to the King, to have tns Gracious Favour, and 
to know his Pleaſire, what fine he wontd have of the 
City for their Tranſpreſfions, and Diſpleafire by them 
to hizr done. The former Tranfittions fee co bear 
a Tendency hereunto: The Citizens were prevail'd 
npon to re{gn upthemſelves, rheir Lives and G 
into the King's hands, ſabmirring all co his Mercy, 
that a good large fine might be the eaſier levied of 
them, and the Nation the berrer made to beleive,that 


the City was well dealt with for paying no more, 


whenas the King might have ſeiz'd upon all, chey ha. 
ying ſurreridred in a manner wholly upon diſcretion, 
To whar elſe rendthe many preparatives befpre re- 

| | hears'd 


[ 154] 


hearsd;\ thug, tqmake this bitter Pill go down; the 


{moother and quieter , with them ?; The Book . ac 
quaings ug,.that, the King asked 40000J. and firmly 
ſtood \at,- $999 Matks. ; But the City, alledged *k 
ghomſe)vegytha Pra paor Commons of the City, where. 
of many;were gone away, were the Ireſpallers, and 
that the. Phe re / theſe rigtous , Perſons 
were rob' pod Joe 'd, Ld had .oft a Ms art of 
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'ower,t TS nanvd inghe King's Wor Seneſ: 
chals,or EE of the City, oi Kip 5 as 
Ling was, gong, theſe Two Stewards Py ar. 1 wens 
y. Four ; of zo. moi, notable Men of. the Cit) 
ear emo appearithe, Day following, better the 
King's Caungel at. Weſtminſter. Fa their - appearance 
"was ſhown unto . m by. Sir:Roger Leyborm, that the 


ing's mind was, That Fas zo; ald have; the Rule of | 


e City in his abſence under ave foreſaid -Seneſchals, 
Ro for to ſee good Rule kept, i in the. City,they ſhould 
be ſworn there before his Councel. They were there- 
upon Tworn and cotintermanded unto the City.” The 
City's. fine was inagitation tillabout Chriſtmas, when 
*n End was made with the King, by ſich friends as 
the City had abour him , for "the Sum Of 20000 
Marks, for all cranſpreſſions and ottences by them 
before done, ſome Perſons excepted, whom the King 
had giv'n to his Son Edward, being thoſe afore nam'd 
kept in the Tower of 7/md/or. For the payment 4 
this 
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this Sur at Days. by agreement ſet, where Sir Roger: 


| 


Linbern and Mr Robert Wareyn Clerk allign'd totake, 
Surevies.” After Surety by 'thetm' receiv'd, and ſent to, 
the King at Northampton, the King ferit, immediately, 
after to che Cirizens a” Charter nnder his, Broad Seal, 
which may be ſeen in Fabian my Author in theſe tranſ- 
ations, FE . 

Tis needleſs to .,make many. comments or. 
gloſſes upon this affair. Through. the whole it is 
manifeſt, that the Ciry was of confiderable Powerand 
Efteen, ſo that the King thought not good to exaſpe- 
rate” the Citizens too much, leaſt evil ſhould have, 
come of it: To make a Pridge of Gold for a flying 
Enemy 1s no mean Policy.. Doubtleſs it was well for, 
the Court that they usd not the ntmoit violence, for 
the'Paron's Party was not wholy deſtroyed as yet, in 
the Land, though it. Was very much crufh'd. How 
ſoon the whole City Joyn'd therewith, might have e-, 
qually poys'd, if not turn'd the Scales, had ſhe been 
roo harſhly dealt with, 1] rather crave leave to .remic; 
tothe Readers conſideration, than haſtily preſime.ro, 
determine. Tis certain.enongh, that within leſs. than 
Four Years, the'Cauſe was in. great likelihood to have, 
teen reviv'd to purpoſe, had not. convenient courſe 
been taken to huſh it a ſleep again, without raſhly 
proceeding to the higheſt extremities, as you may find 
In the ſequel of the Hiſtory. After the aforeſaid Par- 
don was receiv'd by the Citizens, the pledges in the 
Tower of London, and the Four laſt mention'd to be 
left 'in the Tower of 7/indſor were deliver'd. The 
ftorenam'd Stewards were alſo diſcharged, and the Ci- 
nzens Choſe of themſelves for Mayor, William Fiz, Ri- 
chard, and for Sheritis Thomas de 1a Fourde, and Grego- 
ry de Rokiſley, as Fabien acquaints us. Tor Levying of 
the aforeſaid Fine were ſet as well Servants,and Cove- 
nant-men, as Houſholders, and many rcfusd the Li- 
berties 
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berries of the City to be quit of that charge. By 
which we may give ſome part of a gueſs at the greats 
neſs of the' fine, what a conſiderable ſurnm 20000 
marks was in thoſe days,before the Indies were brought 
into Egrope, ſothe hundreds of years. 

© This controverſy with Londox being thus brought 
towards an end, the King had leaſure to mind the 
ſappreſſing the rerhains of the Baon's Party, Sim 
de Moantford upon certain congitions was permitted 
ts be at large in the Kings Court, and fo continued 
a Seaſon. But when the King was come to London, he 
ſuddenly departed ro Winchelſea, where he. accompa- 
nied with the'Rovers of the Sea, till after ſome Prizes 
taken he departed: from them into France, and pur 
himſelf intorhe Setvice of the French King. So heres 
#n end of the Phrefit Eart of Leyceffer's Family in 
land: This Powerfdl Earl bid fair for the Rule of the 
whole Kingdbm;; but had tie reviyr'd the Battail of 
Eveſham a Conqueror, how much further he would 
ve gone, I may, rhink but not poſitively deter, 
mine. | | | 

''' Another AW of the Kings this year, in order to the 
fotal'rovting oor of the Barons remains, was his lays 
ing a Seige tor Renelworth-Caftle with'a mighty Pows 
e&;but'chis prov da'rask not quickly at an end. Now the 
fine comes to revenge old Myhrs and' negletts. Bee 
fides Strangers prepar'd to come over into England, 
the Queen had allo purchas'd' a curſe of the Pope, 
(a womans aid) to accurſe all the Barons, their aidery 
and helpers ; & Commiſſions were direted to certain 
Biſhops of Empland to execute, but they for fear of 
the Barons, are ſaid to have deny'd, and deferred the 
Execution and Sentence of the faid curſe. Wherefore 
the made new labour to the Pope, and had it granted, 
that the faid Biſhops ſhon!d be corretted for their diſo, 
bedience. Whereupon Ofob:y the Pope's Legate, ata 
Es, Councel 
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'Copncel by him and the Clergy held this yeat at Pau/'s 


Church in Londen, ſuſpended rhoſe Biſhops, and ſent 
them to Rowe to be ablolv'd of the Pope. A pretty et- 
rand to go nine Miles with Waltham's calf to Suck a 
Bbll. 

In the 5oth year about Chrifmas was Kenelworth 
Caſtle yielded,after near half a ycars Siege, upon Con- 
ditions of life, Limb, Horſe, Armes and all things 
ele in the Caſtle to the defendants belonging, and 
time to carry them away, and not to be dilinherited. 
Neither is it any wonder, that they had fuch Condi- 
tions granted them, if that be true, which Srow relates, 
vx, that at the King's coming to beſiege the Caſtle, 
their force was ſo great, and thoſe in the Caſtle fo 
lictle daunted at their Enemyes preſence, that they 
ſet open their Gates, and never cloſed them day nor 
night, and come whoſo would, they came to their 
coſt; Thus you ſee the King found it no'eaſy matter 
Wholly to ſuppreſs the remainders, though he had 
over power'd the heads of the Baron's party. Abone 
Lent were the Wardens of the five Ports reconciFd to 
the King by favour of Edward the King's Son. Obſerve 
here by the way his policy. In his Father's time he 
dſir'd to cruſh that power, which might have ham- 
per'd him in his own Reign, and having pretty well 
quaſh'd it, he after ſeems a pretender to Popularity, 
by mediating with his Father in behalfof many, that 
addreſled themſelves ro him for reconciliation. It mach 
avails to apply our ſelves to a fit Interceflor. So have 
L known a Stepmother, when requeſted, prevail with 
the Father her Husband in her Son in Law's behalf, 
when he himſelf could nor. 

The Conditions of this reconciliation of the Barons 
Cinque - Ports are not unworthy of the remark. We 
tead that in Azn0. 47. theſe Wardens of the five Ports 
kept the Sea With Ships, that no Strangers ſhould en- 
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terthe Land to the King's Aid. In 48,weare told that 
they rob'd and ſpoild all men that they might "rake, 
ſparing neither Engliſh Merchants nor others,, of 
which preys, as the Common Fame went, the Parong 
of the Land had a good part. In 49. we find the 
Londeners alledging for themſelves, in mitigation. of 
the great Fine required of them, that they had loſt 
great part of their Subſtance by the Rovers, of the 
Sea, among whom are named tiie Wardens of the 
Cinque Ports. And yet notwithſtanding all theſe great 
Harms dont, they are Recorded to have had all their 
former Priviledges confirmed to them , and furthe; 
was Granted, That if any Englih-man, or other, 
would Sue for Reſtitution of Goods, by them before 
caken, of for the Death of any of their Friends be. 
fore Slain , that all ſuch Complaints ſhould- be 
Sued in their Courts, there to have their. mat- 
ters determin'd, and not elſewhere. What greater 
Aliurance could theſe- Barons delire for their own S$e- 
Ccurity ? They might well promiſe themſelves impu- 
niry, wken they were in ſuch fair probability to be 
their own Judges in their own Cauſe, unleſs we mult 
ſuppoſe Juries were to be choſen elſewhere. Wonder 
we might in good reaſon, that the King would yeild 
to ſuch Terms of Accomodation, had we it not upon 
Record, that the common Fame at that Day ran, that 
the ſaid Wardens of the Five Ports had then the Co 
minion of the Sea : Whereupon the King was after a 
fort compeIFd to follow thew Pleafures. When a 
Man is to take an unpleafant Potion, after he hath 
drunk up the greateſt part thereof, it not rarely hap- 
pens, that the Remains in the bottom are harder to 
ger down than was all the re:t. 

Abour the Feaſt of Fbilip and Jacob we hear of the 
King's holding a Peritament at IN.rthamptem, At 
Which were con'um's the old Franclul-s and Libernes, 
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by the Ring's Progenitors before Granted" to-the -—| 
of London, With a new Grant for the Shire of Mzd- 
dleſex. 'Tis good to make'things as ſure” as we cart. 
At this Parliament were hkewiſe difinherited many 
Noble-men of the Land, who before-tirhe had taken 
the Barons Party. For which cauſe they accompa- 
nied together, Robbed in divers parts of the Land, 
took Lineoln and ſpoil'd it, and after Ranlomed many 
of the Rich Burgeſizs of the Town : And raking the 
Ie of Ely, fo ſtrengrheried it, thar they held it long 
after. 

Amo 51, At the chooſing of the Mayor of Londey, 
a Controvertte -aroſe between the Rulers and Com- 
mons of the City. Wherefore by advice of the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen Sir Roger Leyborn ( a Courtier 
plain enough by his Actions related before )with others 
came to Guild-hal!, being Armed under their Gowns, 
and upon Fryday following Alballoy day, called the 
Commons to the Election of the new Mayor. How 
free was this EleCtion likely to be, whither men came 
ſecretly Armed to aſſiſt their Party ? - Fabian tells us 
that the beſt of the City gave the Nomination to Aleyn 
Soweh, and divers of the others cryed npon Thomas 
Fitz Thomas, at that time Priſoner in Windſor Caftle, 
wherefore the ſaid Sir Roger, with the Affiitance of 
the Mayor and others, took thoſe Perforis, and ſent 
themun to divers Priſons. Co that what they could not 
lo well get by fair means, ſome ſeem reſolved to ob- 
tain by force. And yet *tis not unlikely, but they 
could be ready enough to bear People in hand that 
ſich was a free Election. The Act again Ditturbance 
of Free Eleftions (wherein the King commandeth up- 
on Forfeiture, that no man by force of Arms, nor by 
malice or menacing, ſhall diſturb any to make Free 
Election) was not at that time dreaded, as not being 
as yet ena:ted (torir 1 plac'd in the third cf Edward 
the 
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the Fitſt, the following King) whetefore the Diſtur. 


bers might;not then think they bad ſuch caufe to fear, 
baving- the Court alſo on their ſide, as others 
mulſt have had fince, as ſoon as ever they ſhould have 
acted ſo imprudently, as to bring themſelves within 
the laſh of that ſtanding Law, Obſerve we here the 
Power and Eſteem, . that uſually accompames the 
Mayoralty of this Honorable City, ſince that each 
Faction were for chooſing one of their own Party, 
Shall I further remark upon the whole of this affair, 
What Party in a Nation 'tis, that ſticks not at fraud 
nor force to effeft their Deſigns, when fair dealing 
is too weak to compaſs them ? But who will promife 
me thatthis will not be offenſive? Therefore to proceed, 
In this Year the Gentlemen, who kept the Ifle of 
Ely, and liv'd there like Ontlaws, broke out feveral 
times and did much harm in Norfolk, Suffolk, and 
Cambridge Shire, took Norwich, and after fpoiling it, 
carried away with them many of the rich men, and 
ranſomed them at great ſims of Mony. This gave 
occaſion, the ſtory ſays, to Thieves and other il! 
diſposd People to do many other hurts and miſchiefs 
in divers places ofthe Land, and the blame was laid 
to thoſe Gentlemen. Then the Pope's Legate labour'd 
with the King , that thoſe dilinherited Gentlemen 
might purchaſe their Landsof him by Fine and Ran- 
ſome. Whereupon it was agreed that they ſhould 
have their Lands again at five Years value, fome be- 
ing excepted, and others of finall Poſiefſions to be 
Fined at the di{cretion of the King's Councel. But 
his took no concluſion fatth my Author, 

. Anno 52. Ale Sowch being Mayor, Thomas Ba- 
finge and Robert de Cornehyll Sherilts, we read of ano- 
ther broyl beginning, which was like to have created 
no lictle diſturbance in the Land , had it not beer 
timely appeas'd, and brought to an end by the Inter- 
ceſſion 
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[ 161 } 
teſhon of wiſe Mediators. - For Gilbert de Clare, Eart 
of Gleceſter, formerly a powerful Man among the 
Parons Party, by reaſon - of ditterence and diſguſt 
ariſing berween him: and the no leſs Potenc Earl of 
Leiceſter, of the fame Party, having turn'd to the 
King's ſide, adding. to it fuch conſiderable Rtrengrh; 
that it ſoon overpowr'd the weakend Barons ; bur 
now upon what occaſion Fabian expreſſes not , lie 
refuſed the King, and gathered to him a ſtrong' 
Power in the Marches of Wales. To him likewiſe 
drew Sir Fob Eywile, and others of the diſinherited 
Party. S6o that after Chriſtmas, he comes with a 
great Hoſt near unto Lond'y., When the Mayor 
and Aldermen of the City were aware of the Earls 
coming with ſo ſtrong 'a Power, and not knowing 


whether he were the Kings Freind, they ſhut the 


Gates againit his Fore-Riders. And for that neither 
the King, nor any of his Councel were then near 
the City, they went unto the Legate, at. that time 
lodged m the Tower ; and required his Councel, 
whether they ſhonld ſuffer the Earl to enter into the 
City or not; whereunto the Legate anſwered, that 
he thought not the contrary, for he knew well that 
he was the Kings true Subject and- Freind. Not 
long. after came a Meſſenger from the Earl to the 
Mayor, to have Licence to paſs through the City 
Into Southwark, where he intended to lodge with 
his People : which was granted, and fo the Earl 
palled through the City, and was lodg'd in Sourh- 
werk: To him came ſhortly after by Surry-ſide, 
vir Fob Eywvile, with a great Company. Then the 
Mayor kept the Gare of the Bridge ſhut, watch- 
ng it dayly with armed Men, and every night 
causd the Draw-Bridge ro be drawn, and the Wa- 
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xrhde daily and nightly to be. watched with Men 
in Arms., In ſhort time after 'the -Legate and the 
Earl agreed -m_ fſach wiſe, that the Eael by his ad- 
yice was ſuttered with certam of his People to be 
lodged in the City : By means whereof he daily 
drew more and more of his People into it, ſo that 
finally many things were ordered by him, and ma- 
oy of the Commons took his part againſtethe May- 
or and Aldermen. | 

- The Commonalty ofthe City had had great Pow- 
gr. put into their hands by the Statutes made at Ox 
ford, as appears before in the Meeting of the Folk- 
moot at Pauls Croſs ; they had been lately fin'd, af- 
ter the Barons overthrow, for their ſtanding in de. 
tence of thoſe | Parliament-Acts, and but the laf 
year had been diſturb'd by the Mayor m their 
Election of a new Mayor, by force of Arms, and 
therefore now we may beleive it-all xemerbred. 
What, ſhall we looſe ſo ſeaſonable an opportunity, 
(we may ſuppoſe they might then think)-if notto 
regain our former power, yet at leaſt to vindicate 
our ſelves againſt future atironts ? Here we may 
rote not a little of the Earls policy. After he had 
gathered together his People, he comes away to 
London, and getting leave to paſs through it with 
part of his Forces, he ſettles himſelf as near the 
City, as he might, in Southwark, and then by de- 
grees gets himſelf and his Power into the City, 
hopirg doubtleſs to find a Party there willing to 
ſ{:cond him, which hopes we pexceive by the ſequel 
were not il] grounded. Is not this a plain inſtance 
of the Cities Power, Eſteem, and Infiuence-in,thok 
days? If any can produce plainer proof hereok, kt 
tem as {ſoon as they pleaſe, I think. here 8 
þ"athe 
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Mathematical Demonſtration : matter of Fatt not 
bf Fancy. LR 
In Eafter week we ftead that the Earl took the 
Keys of the Bridge, and of the Gares, 'from the 
Officers of the City, and deliverd them rt ſichas 
pleaſed? him, ahd received into the City many of 
the diſinherited Perfons, and gave rhem free liberty 
to paſs the Bridge at all honrs of the day and night. 
Of all this the Mayor ſent word to the King, who 
then Was gathering of this Power in Worfolk, and 
made haſty ſpeed towards Londen. In the meari 
time the Earl with his Company mide Blilwafrks and 
Parbicanes between the Tower and the City, Caſting 
Dikes and Trenches i ſome places thereof, and for- 
feited it wonderfully faith my Author. - Then many 
df the Citizens, fearing a new Inſurreftion, depatred 
from the Ciry as ſecretly as fhey could, whoſe goods 
the Earl ſeized to his own uſe, bt ſuffered his merit 
to ſpoile chefm ar his pleaſure. Then the Commons 
forgetting their late ptiniſhment; "or rather too 
much femembring it arid intending fevenpe, with: 
but fear or dread of theif King took certain of the 
Aldermen, and caſt them into Priſon, ſequeſtring 
their Goods, and ſpotling much thefeof : And theres 
ipon ran to Grild-hall, and chdſe for their Mayor, 
Cuſtos, or Ruler of the City (take which name 
you- pieaſs) Sif Richard | de Culmorth Kiiight, and 
for Baylitts Robert de Lynton and Roper Marſhal, and 
hſcharg'd'the old Mayor” and Sherit. Theſe the 
fruits of Civil Broils. This being done, we read in 
the next place, that alt ſich Priſonets, that were in 
Newgate, Liudgate and C#iplegate, of in any otheft 
Priſons Within the City, becauſe of the Baron's Wat 
before 'palled, were delivered and tet at hberry. 
L 2 Thus 
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Thus each P when in Power, ſtrives to weaker 
and ſuppreſs their oppoſites, and ſtrengthen their 
own ſide. What avails Laws, Cuſtomes, and Or- 
dinances inthe midſt of Armies ? How fuddainly? 
how unexpectedly is the wheele turn'd? who knows 
how ſoon the Barons War had been anew reviv'd, 
had not Powerful Mediators interceded to the pre- 
vention of more blood ſhedding. The Oxford Sta» 
tutes ſtood indeed repeal'd-by the Wincheſter Parlia« 
ment, but who can divine what new devices the 
wit of men backt with Power might in time have 
found out, to retreive their late overthrown caule, 
had not Providence fo diſpos'd mens minds to peace- 
able Councels, as to bring the new troubles to a 
quicker end. 

When the Legate beheld all this Diſcord, we are 
told , he repented him of his former Councel 
given to the Mayor, which we may eaſily believe 
without looking for any proofs thereof. For the 
Legare might well think himſelf accusd in many 
men's thoughts, as one of the occaſional Cauſes of 
much of this diſorder, though it may be they might 
not be ſo uncharitable, as to believe him any other, 
then an accidental not deſigned Cauſer thereof, He 
ſeems by the Hiſtory to have endeavour'd ſomewhat 
to vindicate his Reputation, when he ſaw he could 
not reform the Earl, by threatning him with the 
Cenſires of the Charch, and to accurſe him as the 
Diſinherited were. For that was always one of 
the beſt Weapons the Popiſh Clexgy were moſt dex- 


trous at. If any grievoully diſpleas'd them, no mat- \ 


ter what the cauſe was, good or bad, allowable b 
the Divine Laws or not, to Curſe him with Bel 


Book and Candle, - was their uſual accuſtomed oy 
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iſe. Whoſoever believes me not, let him go to the 
Martyrologies,& ſee whether he can then deleive his 
own eyes. YetIdo not find (let the Inſtance here 
be one) that this their .Curſing had © general an 
effett upon all men, as they would have had it, 
unleſs they got it well back by the Ciyil Magiſtrates 
Authority. Therefore their common uſe was, as 
they had opportunity , to inch out the Spiritual 
Sword with the Temporal. What did many value 
to have their Souls given away to the Devil, if they 
could keep their Bodies out of Priſons from being 
delivered over to the Secular Power by the Clergy, 
who ſeem thus as it were by craft to call 'the Ma- 
giſtrate the Devil ? A plain caſe, when Men to exalr 
their own Worldly grandtire, or out of Animoſity ta 
revenge a particular private peek or quarrel, under 
pretence of Religion, uſurpe a Power over Men's 
Souls and Conſcicnces, which belongs not at all to 
them, or elſe turn the Edge of it to a uſe quite 
contrary to the Primitive , Inſtitution, it quickly 
looſes its Ancient Vigour arid Eſteem, and from a 
Terror. jt becomes a ſcorn to perſons of underſtan- 
ding, able enough to diſcern mers wicked preva. 
rication from true Religion, Were it not for the 
Writ De Excommunicato capiendo in ſome Caſes Men 
would Tittle value Excommunication, or look upon 
It otherwiſe than a Scare-Crow to fright Children 
and Fools, what's hariging, were it not for choak- 
Ing. | 
To proceed after this menace and threat of the 
Legate, we are told that he commanded Divine 
Service to be faid without Note, and the Church 
doors to be ſhut in time thereof, and that no Bell 
ſhould be rung unto'ir, to the Intent that the diſin- 

W5xT bericed, 
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hexited, who 2d. accurſed ſhould not eryer th 
Ehhrche#ro hedt'it; © Upon rhxee Weeks after Eaſte 


we hear that the King Came 19 Hem, a' few" miles 
came the Legar. 


from [inde whether kewiſe | 
foon after. Then the King's koft made divers altaults 
Pon the City, . but it ſztms with little or no hurt to 
theTown, .it was to ſtrongly fortified." My ' Author 
tnakes twents nor Guns 6.9 other Ordinances, bur 
Tqueftion wile her he ſpeaktsnot rather after the 
faſhion of the Ag he liv'd in, than after the trueuſe 
of ares in thofe more elderly times. For the firlt in- 
vention of Gu#powder by Bertholdys Swart, the Ger- 
-: i Monk,ls placd by Chronologers a conſiderable 

IEEE... Cod cr. 
Net tine of Viriance the Legate upon his Par. 
ty, and the Kintt of Romans upon the other patty, 
for a!liqnce between him and'the Earl of Glocefter, 
bour'd ſo tothe King, that Peace was ſpoken of. Dy. 
ring the Treaty the Soldiers lyirg in Southwarke 
made many Robþeries'in Surry, and other places, 
Neither did the King's Palace at-Vefminiſter elcape, 
for we hcar hit forme of thetn rowd over thereto, 
and Spoild it, drunk up the Kings wine, brake the 
FLifs'ofthe Windows waſting and deſtroying other 
Necelfariesthereapto belonging, and came Few 
ſometimes into London ahd Robbed there. Diſerder- 
IV unculy Soldiers little regard any one, unleſs they 
be kept under Striit diſcipline. Sacred or Prophane 
inuchthe ſamero many of them. Some of theſe ra- 
ver.ous Spoilers being taken, .are gecorded to have 
had a ſevere Puniſhment inflicted on them, through 
the Earl of Derby's means, whoſe Body or Cogn; 
zance they bare wiz. bound hands and leggs, .put 
Into 2 Sack and fo caſt intq Tharmes, About . Barmby 
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day was the Peace between the King and the Ear! 
concladed. After this Conclufion the'Earl removed 
out-&f rhe City and was lodg'd again in Surhwark. 


The King entred the City the Sunday before. Adid- 


ſomer day — to the Pook : And” forthwith 
the Ring's Proclamation were made throught, af 
the peace made between the King and the -Earl. . At- 
ter was liberty given to the difinherited Ferſons of 
Eeveh Nays reſpit to'ſhift for themſelyes, either to 
depart to ſuch Places, Where they mighe be in ſome 
Surety,” or elſe to agree tb the former, Compoſition 
made by rhe Legate, viz.' To pay the Fifth. part of 
the Yearly Value of their Lands, certain Perſons 
only excepted, as is before relared. , As touching the 
Earl, and firch other as before were'not Uifigheried, 
rogether-alſo with the Citzens of Loudon, they were 
clearly tobe forgiven and Pardoned. Then werg 
reſtored ' to their Offices "Aleyn Soweh Mayar, * Ther 
mas Ba'jnze and Reber: de; Cornhil Sheritts,, And the 
Aldermen, before depoſtd, wete again"likewiſc re- 
4tored to rheir Wards: and Offices. Ahappy Recary 
© » Arad Subwrgs 
Next comes'the relation of the Legate's .antendice 
ting alt the City the Wedneſday following, Which: eny 
dured froth fix of the olbck' ih rhe Morning, till 
three the-next'day' in the Afternoon, 7atid then was 
diſcharg'd upon the Oath of two Corumons fworn 
in the name of the City, that the City ſhould ſtznd 
to the Ordihance and Judgment of the Church... Sq 
Fabian informs ts, but, he” likewiſe relis us of anne 
ther Chronicle Which affirms, thar this Intexdiction 
ſhould have" eontinued fonger, had it nor; been. for 
the ſternneſs of the Londoners, who held ,the Legare 
lo {treighe, that they inforc't him to withdraw that 
L 4 ſentence 
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ſentence upon the foreſaid Condition. So that it 


ſeems the Legate had not ſtrength' enough to deal 
with the Londoners 0 roughly and y, Yet & 
Ccurely, as atherwiſe he might perchance. have done 
with leſſer Places and Parties. His reverend Legate. 
ſhip ſeems not here to haye went ſo cunningly tq 
work.; as did a Legate much of the fame Name, if 
not the ſame Man, in the twenty firſt of this Kingg 
Reign, with the Oxfird Scholars. He firlt got far 
enough off from them to Wallingford, and. then ac. 
cus d the miſdoers, that had puthim into ſucha fear 
that for his Safeguard he took the Belfry of Oſney,and 
abode there, ft the Kings Miniſters coming from 
vigren, with ſtrength mixt with fair words, deli 
vered him, and conveyed him away, as is in' part 
befor e ſhewn. No, no, the Lendoners were too ſtrong 
and ſtern, fo to be food and usd, They would ra- 
ther, we perceive by the ſtary, compel. him, then 
fawningly crouch to him. -. 

After this. the Bulwarks, and Barlicarnes, made 
by the Earl in the City, were plucked cleanup, and 
Drtches -filld, ſo that no part of them was ſeen, 
Good to deſtroy all, the Monuments of- civil Broils 
and Diſcord,: When the Citizens ſhould have had 
their new Pardon granted, an obſtacle was ma 
for ſo much as they. as- yet. had not . recompenc 
the King of the Romans , for the Subverſion of his 
Manour of, ThiHeworth. . Well remembred and as 
ſeafonadly.'put.jn. A good convenient opportunity 
ro pur'in for his ſhare ;- when he knew all the other 
ditterences were pretty well quieted 'in the Lond, 
and ng reaſonably conclude, the City. would ra: 
ther wiſely part with a little Money., than, begin a 
new trolible for a ſmall matter, and ſp hazard Das 
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For his Reparation was ask'd (we find) fix thonfand 
Marks. Bur finally,with great Labour and Freindfhip 
agreement. was made, . to give him for amends orie 
thouſand -ma1 ks to be paid inwo years. - Thus you 
may obſerve, ſome will be ſure however to ask 
enough, where they know there is good- Ability to 
pay ,; though they rake at laſt much lefs : Like the 
Jeſter, that requeſted five hundred Oaksof the King 
to-Buzld him an Houſe, when' as one hundred was 
enougb;. and it may he too much. 

After theſe TranfaCtious, the King accepted and 
received to his Grace, Sir Fokn Eyvile, and ſeveral 
others, ſome of them named before among the Ba- 
rons Party. Accord was alſo made between Ed. 
ward the Kings Son, and the Earl of Glocefter. Then 
were all Fortreſles and other Defences, before made 
In Southwark, and the places adjoyning, pulld n 
(farh'my Authory and deſtroyed, and the Earl wit 
all other Souldiers deparred Afﬀeer things thus fer 
in Order and Reſt, except that ſome yer kept the 
Iſle of Ely, the King Rides to Shrewsbury, and tar- 
ries there a Seaſon to commune of matters between 
him and Lewelliz. Prince of Wales. While he there 
abode, I find that a Writ was direfted toSir Aleyn 
Soweh, Mayor of London, eight days before Michael- 
mas, from the King, charging him that the Citizens 
ſhould not proceed to Election of new Sheriffs, till 
his coming to Londow,. bnt to ſuffer the old to abide 
itll in Office. By this we may gueſs at the hononr- 
able Sheritis Power, even in thoſe days, and beleive 
that the Court thought it convenient for their inter. 
elt, in choſe unſetled times, to influence the Election 
what they might. What elſe means the Kings com- 
mand to defer the Election trill his coming to Town? 
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{ And indeed we may perceive by the Hiſtory,' that 
there. was medling to the purpoſe che-:following 
. vear, -for the King himlelf, inſtead of permitting a 
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free Election;-did in ettect pur in two Sheritts, - of his 
own nomination. ' For the Mayor was cotnmanded 
to preſent ta the: King 1x Perſons able to be Sherit 
(it may be it was alſo privately. intimare@ to'bim 
whom they ſhould be) and our of them'the" King 
choſe two tg be, Sherats; 7 /iliam de Durham; ati 
Walter Henry, and cauſed them to be ſworn that 
they ſhould gather the profits of: rhe City; and give 
(atrue Account before the: Barons of the-Exohequey, 
.Byt fas this, .the Court ſeem to, have had. a, pretty 
'Plaujjble pretence trom ſame diforders lately: com- 
,mirred jn the,City. As indeed they appear by the 
Hiltery of ths Kings Reign very ready, . either to 
#Hnd.occatan for pretences, or:elſs ro make” one, 
that they might ſerze the Canes, Charter, and'iafter 
Fzihore it agauntar a good round fums'vf Money: 
';The Diforders |1n- London above mention'd: Wete 
ocgation'd, through variance falling out betweenthe 
Fellowſhips of Goldſmiths-and Taylors in Nowemby, 
49 the hfty third year of this King , reckoning with 
amy Author from the uſual time of the Mayors en- 
tring into lis Mayoralty. This variance was fo great, 
that it grew -to che making of; Parties, © that with 
the Taylors held the Craft of Stainers, withi1he 
Goldiaiths held another Fellowſhip or Craft. © By 
meaizs whereof much people nightly -gathered ito 
gether in the Sfreets in Arms. » At length, as if bs 
toxe apLointed,: there-met one night of the faid Par- 
ties upon _the-numbcr of five hundred Men on both 
ſides, and ran,togcther with ſuch violence, thatfome 


were {lain and many wounded : Ta this purporsl 
aw : find 
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fird it related: Then upon outcry made the Sheriffs 
witha ſtrength of other Commons came to them;and 
rook certain of them, and ſent them tothe Priſons: 
Upon the-Morrow ſich ſearch was made, that moſt 
of. the cheif cauſers of that Fray were taken and 
put into. Ward. Upon the Friday following Katherines 
Day, at the Seſſions kept at Newgaze by the Mayor, 
Laurence dz Broke Juſtice and others, were many of 
thoſe Perſons Arraigned of Felony, and and ſome of 
them caſt and hang'd. Amang thens was / likewiſe 
calt one Gadfrey de Bewerlay,' Who had helped to Arm 
oneofthem. thus the Accetiary js not ſeldom thought. 
25 guilty.as the Theif. 

On the Morrow after St., Fames's day, the King 
diſcharged (as writes my Author) Sir Aleyn Souch 
Mayor, and made Stephen Edworth Conltable of the 
Tower, and Cuſtos of the City of Londrn, Fabian 
(after whom-I moſt write) hath left us che Names 
of a Mayor, and Sheritis, athxt to every year of this 
Henry's Reign, yet he likewiſe gives us to. ynderſtand, 
that of cheſs Rulers of the City, after the year that 
Thomas Fytz, Thomas was Mayor, there are livers 0. 
pinions. For after ſome Writers (continues he) from 
that year, wiz. forty eight nll the frfry fifth'of King 
Henry's Reign, in which year, 7oby Adriay, Draper, 
was Mayor, they were all Guardians and no May. 
ors, and who ſo was then Conſtable of the Tower, 
the ſame was alſo Cufos of the City. So that, ac- 
cording to this Accqunt, there paſsd about ſeven 
years, wherein the-Loxdoners had nat the ful and free 
uſe of their Priviledges and Franchiſes. If this be al. 
lowed for a Truth, we have but little Reaſon to mar. 
yel, that we find the Commons ſo ready to adhere to 
ſuch, as they might hope would vindicate their for- 
mer 
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mer Liberty, and the Rulers ſo averſs from joys 
ing with ſich, in diminntion of that Regal Power, 
to which they ſeem wholly to have ow'd theirs, and 


not to any Intereſt and Favour they had among the 
Commons of the City, Who knows, if thofe Wri. 
ters words be granted, but this might be ſome Rea. 
ſon of the Earl of Gloceſter's ſtirring again againſt 
the Court deſigns, (with a little perhaps of Jealouſy, 
of the Kings Son Edwards overmuch familiarity 
with his Wife, in a Court hinted to us by Stow, but 
plaid by him an year later, I» Reg. 53.) when he 
taw the City, which had formerly took part with 
the ſame ſide he once was of, deprived of their Li- 
berties and Franchiſes, with little Hopes of regaining 
them, much through his means, by his late ſiding 
with Edward the Kings Son, to the weakning and 
overthrow of the Barons Party , to which the City 
had fo firnily adher'd? In this year, by Mediation 
and nieans of the ſame Edward, all ſuch difinherited 
Perſons, as kept the Iſle of Ely, are fajd to be recon, 
ciled to the King, and all Fortrelles and Defences 
therein by them made , plucked away and dev 
ſtroyed. 

In Fuly, Ofobon the Popes Legate, who had in- 
tereſted himſelf ſo much in the late Tranſactions, 
departed-towards Rowe, bnt not without a great 
Treaſure, Levi'd, we hear, of the Church. '' My Aus 
thor intimates, That he made many good Rules 
therein ; if they 'were not only Rules, bnt alſo 
good Rules, why" thon!d he not be well paid for 
them? T'dowet think thefe kind of Men did very 
often Ordain ſuch-extr2ordinary good Rules, unleſs 
you will call thoſe good, which tended to the fat 


fving the'Pope's Avaricious Mind, and exalting = 
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and the . Clergies Temporal Grandeur. Ot her 
might be their Pretences, but Mony doubtleſs was 
much of their aim, when they ſene their Legares 
into this Land, or into other Countries owning the 
Pope's Juriſdiction : and the Event proves it too 
trae.. Without all Peradventure, it was not ior nos 
thing, that England was Talled the: Pope's Fack- 
horſe. Annals, Peterpence, Tenths, F rit-"rnits, 
and the like. were good Pickings, that were 6. wn 
hence, to Rome : And that the Popiſh Clergy know 
full well, and therefore their tingers arc itching to be 
Trading here again. If the Pope's Mule could once 
more ſet his boot ſafely on Engliſh Ground, there 
is lictle doubt but they would make us pay for old 
and new, it ſhould ſcape chem hard elſe. 

Twas about Four Years before, even in 49, that 
the Citizens of London compounded with the King 
fora Fine of Twenty Thouſand Marks, and yet in 
this Year 53, there is another mention made of it, 
as it were hinting to us, that it was-not yet all Raiſ« 
ed, or at leaſt, that all ſuch, that were Alletled ro» 
wards it, had not returned m their demanded AC 
ſekment, but to avoid that and other Charges, had 
rather choſen to depart from the City with their 
Houſholds and Goods, and Inhabit in d:vers other 
places of the Land. Whence we may without 
doubt well and truly conclude the ſcarcity of Coin 
thoſe Days, and greatneſs of that Impoſed Tax, 
or elfe the Paucity of the Inhabitants of London, 
and ſmalneſs of the City, in compariſon with what 
tis at this preſent time. If then the City was of 
{uch Power and Eſteem in thoſe Days, as the form- 
er pallages ſeem ſtrongly to prove, how great and 
conſiderable an Influence, bave we reaſon _ be- 
eive 
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ve it hath at preſent upon the reſt of the Natioff/ 
how itis growh by far more Populous, and mu 
more Splendid in Riches, Trading, and Buildings? 
Though many of the Citizens thus fled the 
City , thinking thereby ts be acquitted of the 
Charge of the aforementioned Impoſition, yet! 
find not that this availed them ought. For the &: 
thers of the City remaining made ( we are told ) 
Inſtant labour to the King, and had it Granted, 
Thar all ſich, as for the aforeſaid cauſe had carried 
theit Goods ont of the City, ſhould be Drltttined 
by the Sheriff of the Shire, where they then dwel. 
led, and forced to pay all ſuch Sntrs, as they be. 
fore were Aﬀeſſed at. Why ſhould not Men take 
the Bad with the Good? If they defice to enjoy 
the City*s Priviledges in the Day of her Proſperity, 
there is but little 'reaſon, why they ſhould not like: 
wiſe partake with her in the common Calamity 
and Adverfity. 

In September, The Five Citizens, viz. 7 homds Fit 
Thomas, &Cc. fÞ ken of before in the Forty Eightli 
Year, Who had hitherto remained Priſoners in Wind- 
fer-Tower, made an end with Edward the Kings 
Son, fer great Sums of -Mony, arid were deliver: 
ed. It would have but little avatled chem, to have 
pleaded the Kings fafe Conduct before ſent them 
nuder his Seal. Twas money it ſeemsthar muſt boy 
their Deliverance , Mony they had doubtlefF ; and 
therefore *tis mony they muſt prodace , and fo thef 
were fain to do;or at leaſt agree to pay it,before they 
E<uld get quit our of Edwards Power. 

" The 54th year began (according to'the Chronicle) 
with ſo hafd a froft, that the frozen Thames Was 
paſlable for merrandBeafts m diverſe places,and Mr: 
chandiu 
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handize was therenpon brought to Londoy by Land; 
Tha Froſt was not fo prejudiaial to their Trading, 
but the riſing and flowing of Thames ſometime atrer 
wa$4$.1njurious and hnrrtful about London, to the 
Drowrung of Cellers by the waterlide, ' and ipoiling 
of much Merchandize. lying in them. Bart thete are 
diſaſters we know Commonly happening in this tran- 
ſtory; World, witneſs? chelate Inundations through 
the great Rains this Spring, and the damage ſultaind 
thereby n Fleet-dzrcb,' Hockly in the Hole, and many 
other places. In this year about the beginning of 
Lent we find that the: King gave the Rule of cheCity” 
of Lenden to his Son Edward, with all Revennes and 
Profits thereto belonging. Whereuponhe maitie Hagh 
the ſon of Orben Conltable of the Tower, and Caftos 
of the City, Abourthe End of April b ecommanded 
the Gitwens to preſent to him ſix Perſons able to be 
Sherttis ; Of whom headmuitted to that Ofhce Willians 
De Haddysoke, and Anke: x! De Alvern, and ftware 
them tobe - Accountants, as their Predecellors were. 
Theſe we read preſented in May following at the 
Guld-Hall, and there charged anew. Ar thefe days 
anew Cuſtom or Toll usd to be paid the King by 
the Citizens, which having been let to farmetoa Mar- 
chant Stranger by Edward the Kings Son for 20. 
Marks yeasly, the Citizens unwilling to be under a 
Strangers Rnle, 1:pon great ſuit made to the fame Fg 
ward, agreed with him to buy the faid Toll free tor 
2000 Marks. 


In this year the King had granted towards his 
Vovage into the Holy Land (which . was the name 
then uſually given to Canin the Land of Promiſe, 
wherein ous bleiied Sawiowr was Crucined, to Coni- 
p.eat 
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fleat the works of our Redemption) the- twentieth 


penny of every mans Snbſtance moveable through - 


out the Land, of jthe lay fee ,. and of the Spitituali- 
ty by the Pops Aſſent three Dyſmes to be leivedin 
three years, A politick preterice vied inthoſe daysto 
get mony, An invention ſomewhat ſuitable here un. 
to have latter ages found out, and ſometimes as be- 
neficial , wiz. To ptetend war with a neighbour Na- 
tion, and then ger mony towards the railing an Ariny' 
to carry it on. If they could afterwards compals to 
take mony on both fides to lay it again, that was 
good advantage; but to get mony twice to disband 
it was double gain, Much about thistime tis, that we 
read in Stows Annals of a Luo Warantio (tt on foot, at 
an Allembly of Nobles met at London by the Kings 
Command, where, by many, to their no ſmall trou- 
ble, were called before the Juſtices toſhew by what 


right they held their Lands. But it was thought good 


afterwards, to ceaſe any ſurther proſecution thereof, 
After that, Fehn Warren Earl of Surry, (being demand- 
ed on that writ, what right he had to his Lands.) 
boldly drew out his Sword, and faid, that thereby 
he held his Grand-Fathers Lands, and by that would 
keep them, Wherein doubtleſs he would not have 
failed of many Powerful Abcttors andaſſiſtants, had 
the Kings Juſtices too, rigorouſly proceeded in that 
affair. We tind it coft the Lord Cheit Juſtice of Ireland 
Allen dela Zonch his life, and the Earl only a fumm 
ofmony, notwithſtanding that he made that aſſault 
upon the other before the other Juſtices of the Bench. 
He baving affirmed by the Oath of 25.Knights at Win- 
cheſter,that he committed not thatFact upon any pre- 
tended malice, nor in contempt of the King, this was 
the Lfiue of the Quo Harrauto mn thole days. - 
as 
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& was the-year, wherein my Author acquaint# 
tis, that the Citizens fo well contented Prince E4- 
wards mind, that he labour'd to the King his Fa- 
ther for them, and procur'd their Charter in ſuch 
wiſe confirm'd, that they ſhould after their Ancient 
Priviledges chooſe of themſelves a Major and two 
Sheriffs, which Sheriffs were to have the Offices 
thereunto belonging to farm, as b*fore had been 
accuſtomed, except that inſtead of 3501. paid a» 
foretimes . for the Fee-farm, they ſhould then pay 

50 /, But that a quars div placuerit was then 
hought of, I don't hind; After this Confirmation 
thus granted and paſs'd by the Kings broad Seal, 
pon Fly the 14th. we find the Citizens afſem- 
bled at Guildhal, where they choſe for their Major, 
fobn Adryan Draper, and for Sheriffs Walter Por- 
ter and John Taylor : And: upon the 16th, Preſen- 
ted them to the King,at Wiftminſter, Edward being 
preſent, where they were admitted and Sworn, 
and Heg) Son of Othon diſcharg'd of the Rule of 
the City. Then the Citizens of their free Will 
(lowrites Fabian)gaveunto the King an 100 Marks, 
ind to Edward 500 Marks, which the King well 
accepted. And ſoon after they recciv*d their Char« 
ter of Confirmation bearing date Fuly 21ft. and 
55th of the Kings Reign: 

The Annals of this year my Author ends with 
a fad miſcaance hapning in London, viz. The fal- 
ling down of Saint Mary Bow Steeple in Cheapfide, 
fothe ſlaying of Women and Children. 

In the next year 56 he gives us the Relation of 
an other untortunate accident, that fell out in Nor- 
wich, through occalion of a fray between ſome Ser- 
vants of the Monaſtery there ſtanding, and ſome 6f 
the Citizens.” This was carricd on to ſuch an height 
bf violctice and fury, that many of the Town wete 
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wounded and ſlain, and the Abbey with all it's 
buildings, except a little Chappe], burnt down and 
deſtroyed. But this afterwards coſt the place the 
death of near upon 3o young Men of the Town, 
who were Indi&cd, Judg'd, Caſt, Hang'd and Burnt 
as Occafioners and Executors of that Dced, to the 
great ſorrow of the Citizens, and fo much the ra« 
ther, for that they thought, the Prior of the place 
was the Occalioner of all that miſchief, but he was 
born out, it ſeems, and defended by the Biſhop of 
Norwich, Hard medling in thoſe times with any 
of the Church-men, they were grown ſo powerful 
and high Crelited : What, deſtroy goods of the 
Church ? hah ! In days much later what a difference 
aroſe between Pope [Paul and: Fum*d the Come 
mon-wealth of Venice , upon their Impriſoniny an 
offending Church-man, guilty of no leſs an offence 
than Murder ? The Thunderbolt of Excommunis 
cation had been but a ſmall matter, had his Popes 
ſhip but had power to have vented his Rage in an 
higher manner, If the Romilh Clergy ſo domineer 
ovcr thoſe Countries , which have tor many ages 
continued in Popery, can we Engliſhmen rationally 
hope to be free from their utmolt revenge, if they 
can but once get ſuch an head over us, as they 
have long Celired and hop'd for? No, No, the 
thinking part of the Nation are all pretty well 
fatished of their purpoſes, Plots, and deligns. Let 
them do their worli, gnaſh upon-us with their teeth, 
and think to eat us upas bread - Let them begin 
a Maſſacre, if they durſt, as ſoon as they pleale, 
it's much but they'll tind, to their coſt, free Engliſh 
Spirits in .Englith bodies, who- will not ſo ealily 
be brought to their lure, as they may perhaps hare 
tooliſhly perſwaded themſelves, from their convak 
with a few debauch'd unthinking men — 
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King Henry dyes in the 57th. year ofhis Reign, 
while his Son Edward was abſent tn the holy Land : 
But upon notice hereof he returns for Exgland , 
and in Azgu'+ comes to London, where of the Cit- 
tizens he is received with all Joy and honour, 
and ſo conveyed to We{tminſter. He had newly got 
for the Citizens their Priviledges reltor'd in his 
Fathers days + Ict us now ſee how matters were 
carried in his Reign between the City and the Court. 
We (hall find the City a powerful match ſtill, tho 
ſhe met with many troubles and Encmies, yet ſhe 
weather'd therh out in ſpight of all atcempts, In 
the ſecond year of this King Edward there was a 
great conteſt at Guildhall about the Major. Cer- 
tainattempts we hear of made the year betore by 
ome of the Citizens, to have made ſuch a Majar 
-as they liſted, but being then diſappointed of their 
Acceſſaries, it was hinder'd for that time, but i 
this'years beginning, took further effect. On. S7- 
mon and Fude's day, when Philip le Taylor, before 
choſen Major, ſhould have taken his charge at the 
Guildbal, divers Citizens put him befide the Ma- 
jors feat, and (ct therein Sir- Walter Haroy, who 
the year before had been Major- This contention 
being brought before the King, upon hearing .th2 
reafons of both partics, when he could not bring 
them to an agreement, he took occalion to put 
both the Candidates alide , and choſ:z Henry For- 
wick for Cultos of the City, who ſo continued for 
a time, So ready were ſome always to deprive. the 
City of the ule of her Libercies upon her Citizens dife 
agreement. But it fach was the cect of the Ct» 
tizens conteſt, what then may we think of thole who 
purpoſely create thoſe differences,and itic up danger» 


"ous animolities among them, upon ſlight, trivial, 
"worn-out pretences , that from the like cauſe 
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or occaſion the like effet may follow 7 

At Candlemas, by diſcreet and wiſe peaceable 
means, the forenamed Sir Walter Harvy was ſet 
in Authority as Major, and ſo remained the whoke 
year after. In the third year the King confirmed 
the Libertics of the City, and granted ſome new, 

Thus you ſee after a fiorm comes fair weather, 
In this year we meet with a Relation concerning 
Walter Harvy , how that in the firſt year of this 
King , after long controverſy and firite with the 
Aldermen , he was made Major of London, at a 
Folkmoot or Common-Hall at Pawls-Crofs, and fo 
continued that year 3 but in this third year occaſi- 
on was found to remember , and (as the event 
ſeems to intimate ) revenge it. For being accuſed 
of divers perjuries and. other deteſiable deeds con» 
trary to his Oath, for them and for making Af- 
ſ{:mblies of the Commons, who favour'd him , he 
was depriv'd of his Aldermanſhip, and turn'd out 
of the City Council for ever, and for keeping the 
Kings peace within the City for the term of his 
life, was bound to the good behaviour vpon the ſure- 
tiſhip of twelve perſons. 'Tis not unuſual for the 
Commonalty and heads of the City to be at differ- 
ence each with other. Here's one, who ſeems a 
promoter of the Commons power, over-power'd 
himſelf by his Enemics, for making afſemblies of 
the Commons, and other Crimes objected to him, 
true or feigned I know not, however thence was 
taken a pretence to thruſt him out of his former 
power. Theſe Folkmoots or Afſemblies of the 
Commons ſeem to have been very unplealing to 
the chicf Rulers of the City, and their power dit 
gutted, as may be guels'd from the fore-paſs'd tran- 
factions in King Henry's days, where we may re- 
member that the Commons were the men , =_ 
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had power allotted them by the Parliament, at their 
Folkmoot or Common-hal, to grant the King Li*- 
cence to depart out of the Land for a Scaſon : 
Twere they, whomoſt firmly adher'd to the Ba* 
rons ſtanding up in defence of thoſe Parliament 
Statues made at Oxford, but few of the chict Rulers 
of the City comparatively are noted to have ap- 
pear'd openly in that fam'd conteſt of theBarons War. 

In the fourth year occaſion was taken againſt 
Michael Tony, upon ſome demeaours of his in the 
Welch War, to. accuſe him of Treaſon , of which 
he was arraign'd, judgd and condemn'd, and at- 
ter drawa,hang'd and quartered. This mandoubt- 
leſs had been a noted ſiickler in the Barons War, 
farI hind one of that Name among the hve perſons 
ſo long kept in Priſon in Windſor Tower after the 
Barons overthrow , till mony bought them. out, 
as is before related, Princes once highly offended 
may openly profeſs to forgive the offending party, 
but they do not however ſo ſoon forget him. Tho 
David pardoned Shime; during his life, and ſwore 
to him not to put him to death with the Sword, 
yet as good a Man as he was, he charg'd his Son Solo» 
won to bring down his hoary head to the grave with 
blood 3 and fo accordingly we find an occaſion was 
afterwards taken by Solomon to revenge. his former 
curſing his Father David, by commanding Benaiah 
who went out and fell upon him that he dyed. This 
year was the famous S'atute of Mortmain firſt en- 
acted, that no man ſhould give Lands or Rents to 
the Church without the Kings Special Licence , 
which Statute had afterwards many additions an- 
next toit to make it the ſtronger. For the Lay-fce 
was in greatdanger to be devour'd by the Spiritu- 
alty , ſuch Arts did the Clergy uſe on mens minds 
to avgment their power and Riches, Tho now 
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our Courts of Law are fixt at Weſtminſter, yet irj + 


theſe Ancient times it was not ſo, for we read thaf 
this King in his fixth year remov'd his Courts of 
Kings-Bench, Chancery, Common- Pleas and Exchequer, 
to Shrewsbury, andafterwards returi'd them back 
again, to the no {mall damage of the Records thus 
carricd toand fro, This King held his Parliament 
at London, in his ſeventh year, for Reformation of 
his Coyn, much clip't and diminiſhd. This ſtorm 
tell chiefly upon the Jews, by reaſon of the In< 
queſt charg'd in London to enquire of this matter, 
Whereupon were caft two hundred and ninety ſeven 
perſons before the Major and other Juſtices ficting 
at London, and afterwards Executed at fundry times 
and places, My Author hath left upon Record, 
that among theſe there were but three Engliſhmen, 
all the reſt were Fews or Jews born in England. Fa- 
mous is the 12th, year tor the Conquering and fub+ 
jcring, of Wales to the Engliſh Scepter , and di- 
viſion of it by King Edward into Shires, whereup- 
on were ordain'd Sherif's and other Ofhcers theres 
In, as were thenus'd in England, David Brother 
to Lerwellyn, late Prince of Wales , who was con- 
demned to be drawn hang'd and quarter'd , asa 
chict tiirrcr and beginner of the Welſh War, in 
time of a Farliament held at Shrewsbury, was ſhort + 
Iy aftcr Executed, and his head ſent to London to be 
ſr bv lis Brothcrs, which had been ordcr'd to be 
plac'd the year betore on London-Tower, In this 
VCar Was Fdmrard of Carnarvan born , the firſt of 
our Evgliſh Kings, tince 1/1iam the tirft , that I 
rcad of publickly unking'd, and depos'd by hisown 
Subjc&ts. The great Conduit ſtanding againlt 
Saint Thomas of Acres in Cheapfide owes his foun« 
dation to this year. 
The 13th. year may bc noted for the Kings feiz- 
ing 
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ing the Franchiſes and Liberties of London into his 
own hands, on the day kept in Memory ef Saint 
Pauls Converſion, ſo that he diſcharged the Major 
Gregory Rokiſle, and admitted for Cuſtos or Guar. 
dian of the City, Stephen Sandewich , who continu- 
ed till the Monday following the Purifcation of 
the Virgin Mary, when bcing diſcharg'd, Sir obs 
Breton ſtands upon Record charg'd for the refidue 
of the year- My Author writes that the cauſe of 
this diſpleaſure, the King bore to the City, isnot 
ſhewn of a certainty, He mentions an old Pamph- 
let, whereby it appears that the Major took bribes 
of the Bakers , and (uffer'd them to (ell bread lack- 
ing fix ounces in a penny Loaf, for which the King 
was ſore diſpleafed, but to him this ſeem'd no con- 
venient caule, *that the Libertics of the City ſhould 
be ſeiz'd for one man's offence : Wherefore he ra- 
ther ſuppoſeth it was for a more grievous cauſe, 
However it ts obſcrvable from Hiſtory, that it was 
a Common thing in Elder times to feize the Cities 
Charters on pretences ſlight enough of any ſenſe, till 
the Citizens grew ſo wiſe, as at convenient ſeaſons 
to procure new grants and graces, to prevent ſuch 
{cizures for the tuture: And that it is not ſtill (6 
feaſable and practicable, is the grief, I believe, and 
hearteburning of ſome in the world, 

The 14th. year of this King, may be accounted 
famous for the Statutes, called Additamenta Glox + 
ceſtrie, made at a Parliament holden at I/:tminſter, 
But in theſe preſent papers I think it may be more 
noted, for what I am going now to relate verbatim 
out of Fabian. In this year a Citizen of London, 
Namcd Thomas Pywelyſdon, (the which in the time 
of the Barons War, before in the ſtory of King Hen» 
ry hew'd, had been a Captain and a great ſtirrer of 
the Commons of the ſaid City , for to maintain 
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the Paron's party againſt the Kings,.) was new 


ly accuſed, that he, with others of evil dif 
ſition, ſhould make- Conventicles and Aſſemblies 
to the new diſturbance of the City, whereof 
Report was made unto, the King, the which re» 
mitted the inquiry thereof unto 'Sir Ralph Sandes 
wyeh , then Cutios or Guardian of the City, 
Then the ſaid Thomas with others was put in ſure 
keeping, till the matter was duly enquized of. Af 
ter which Inquiſition made and found, report was 
made unto the King. Then the King ſent down 
a Writ, and commanded it to be proclaimed ſhorts 
ly after within the bounds of the City, whereof 
the Effet was thus, that the ſaid Thomas Pywelyſdon, 
Wikiew de Heywood, Richard de Coundris, Richard le 
Crfferre, Robert de Derby, Albyne de Darh by, William 
Mayo Mcrcer, and 1vo Lyng Draper, with divers 0» 
thers, to the: numbcr ot tifty Perſons, ſhould be bas 
niſhcd out of the City for cver, Andif any of the 
ſ3id fifty cight Perſons were aft that time of the 
Proc/a:naticn voidcd the City, for fear or otherwiſe, 
that they ſhould fo remain, and Ot xcturn unto the 
City upon pain of Lite lofting. Theſe being thug 
diſcarded, and exiled the City, who it may be 
1140uld have ftocd tirm to the City's old Liberties 
and 'Privilcdges, the reſt of the Chief remaining 
n:ight perchance hope the caſjer to keep the Come 
T0ns Mm aw, whatiocver new Cuttoms they ſhould 
introduce for their own Iucre and advantage, thq 
to other men's dammage. Here you may perceive, 
how jealous Governours are of all Meetings and Af 
ſcmblics, but what are of thcir own conſtitution 
ar.d ordering, The Caviliers doubtlcls can relate 
many Storics of their own expcricnce hercot in 
Olivers days. Neither are many of our Cofecr 
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7s MW ful to ſome perſons in the World, though their open 
v buſineſs there is moſtly to drink, ſfinoke,talk,trade and 
cs the like. By the aforcſaid relation we may likewiſe 
of obſerve3 Once counted an Offender and ever thought 
Cn ſo. Here Thomas Pyweldon or Pywelyſdon ( for his 
e- namecl tind diverſly Written, though the ſame man 
Ye be meant_) a noted man in the Barons War, for 
[* which he had ſuffercd deeply atter their overthrow, 
6 by long impriſonment, ard the charge of redcem- 
as ing his Liberty for a great Sum of money of this 
'n fame King Edward, then only Prince, was neverthe- 
ts leſs, after about ſixteen years xeſpite, baniſhed the 
of F City for ever, on an accuſation of attempting a new 
n, diſturbance. That any thing was prov'd againſt him, 
le I have not read, beſides the mention here of mak- 
m ing Aſſemblics or Mectings. Had there been any 
Os thing ma*crial found againſt him, I ſcarce believe 
A+ he ſbould haye fcap't ſo well with his Life, ſeeing 
he old Crimes ſcem to have been 1emembred, though 
he new taults were pretended, An At of Oblivion 
le, Is a very good Plailicr in a publique Uniyerſal Of- 
he fence, But whatever Offender ot Note, thus par- 
u$ doned, out-lives the greatcſt number of thoſe 
be qually reputed guilty with him, and times be fo 
es much turned, that the ballance of the Nation 
ng Jeans very much on the governing ſide, I think that 
Ne man's lite hangs but by a very ſlender thread, whoſe 
Id ſafety and ſecurity depends cnly upon Pen, Ick, 
ha and Paper, and not upon the Governours natural 
ve, inclination to juſtice and honeliy, in the conſtant 


\(- keeping and' obſerving of his word and promile, 
on When in the late Wars cn this fide the World, 
te Meſſina in Sicily was reduc'd under the Spaniſh go. 
in vernment, by the French's forſaking it, to whom 
ces the Meſſineſes had betore ſubjeed themſelves, rho 
# general pardon was by the Spaniards publickly 
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granted, whereupon many return'd to the City 
yer, it my memory deceive me not, there paſſed 
no long, time, before the publick news told us of 
rhe acculing and CI think ) condemning of 2 1 
Principal Man of that City, for a new endeavour Þ x 
ro fiir up another Rebellion and Revole therein, t 
New accuſations and new offences pretended, how Þ y 

k 

D 

| 


unlikely ſoever, may ſometimes ſerve to blind the 
unthinking vulgar Herd, but a man of thought 
doubtleſs will be apt to ſuſpect, that the old grudge 
lics at the bottom. How eaſy and uſual it is to tl 
ſuborn falſe Witneſſes againſt a Man, Fezabels Þ b 
practice, and the endeavour of the Chict Prictts, Þ 7 
Elders, and Council of a much latcr date may in- 0 
form a Proteſtant Reader, it he hath no experience 
in the world to inſtruct him. | 

The Citizens were accuftom'd, before this year, Þ n 
to make good advantage to themſelves by lodzing Þ fe 
Merchant firangers, and (clling, their Merchandize Þ B 
tor them, for which they received ſo much in the w 
pound, But at this time, by means of thoſe Mer- B 
chant ſ}rangers, it was brought ta paſs, thit they Þ 1i 
hired Houles for themſelves and their Wares, fo Þ uy 
that no Citizen ſhould intermeddle with them, Þ te 
which was to the damage of many particular pri- Þ us 
vate men, as well as to the hindrance of the Kings |} an 
Cuſtom, and prejudicial (as athrms the Book ) to $i 
the Realm in general by many deccits and frauds Þ w 
uſed by them. Here was a new Cuſtom difadvan« Fl 
eagious to many of the Citizens introduc'd, but IF cit 
tor what reaſon at firſt permitted, whether to ad- Þ In 
vance Trade by drawing more Forreigners to the | of 
City, or clic to weaken their power, and bring F} a; 
down lower the Citizens high ſiomachs, bycut- Þ} an 
ting off ſome of their gain, and: parting their Trade 
with others, I pretend not to dcliyer, untill an 
Wit 
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with better Information my ſelf, than hitherto I 
have in the point. Certain it is from the ſtory, 
that the King, much advantag'd himſelf by fearch- 
ing into their fraudulent and deceitful dealings, and 
puniſhing them for thoſe offences by a conliderable 
fine. The 15th. year was chargeable to the Fews, 
who weft fain to pay great ſums of mony to the 
King, which they were aſſcſſed at, faith the Chro- 
nicle 3 but out of an other Author it is recorded, 
that the Commons of England granted to the King 
the fifth part of their movables, to have the Fews 
baniſhed out of the Land, which to prevent, the 
Jews of their own Wills gave the King great ſums 
of mony. Here then was taking mony of both 
ſides : A ſubtle Court way of Trading. This year 
there was ſuch a plenty of Wheat, that (according to 
my Authors Computation ) it was fold at London 
for Ten Groats the Quarter, five pence the Buſhel : 
But the next year, through diſtemperature of the 
weather, we tind the price raiſed upto 24 4, the 
Buſhe), after to 18 d. and encrealing yearly du- 
ring this Kings Reign and his Sons, fo that it ſtands 
upon Record to be fold at laſt for 40 5. the Quar- 
ter and above, The 18th. may be remark'd by 
us for the Kings Honourable reception at London, 
and the puniſhment of divers oftending Juſtices, 
Sir Thomas Weyland , Adam Stretton and others, 
who being by the Kings order Examined, and found 
guilty of the Treſpaſlcs laid to their Charge, were 
either out-law'd and loſt their goods, or elſe long 
Impriſoned and deeply Fin'd. A large Catalogue 
of them and their Fines arc to be ſeen in Stows An- 
nalr, whence *tis obſervable how ſuddainly venge- 
ance over»takes Oppreſſors, let them be never (o 
Rich, High, and Mighty in Office, Power, or 
Authority , as ſoon as cyer the Kings mind is 
| inſpir'd 
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inſpir'd from above to inſpe& their aRions, and puns 4 
iſh their crimes.” Remarkable js the 19th. Year for 
the Jews Baniſhment, which we find bought of the 
King by the Commons at the price ofa Fifteen, 
In the 21ft year we hear of a Parliament held 
at 'London, and of. the King of Scot's coming thi- 
ther with divers ofhis Lords. The puniſiment in- 
flicted on thre2 men, for reſcuing a Priſoner from 
an Officer belonging to the Sheriffs of London, by 
Griking off their right hands at the wrilt in Cheape 
ſide, is noted for one of this years ations. Hence 
let us leap to the 24th, year, and there,among that 
years deeds, we find mention made of a new ſub- 
lidy, levied by the King upon Wool, going out of 
England, Fels, and Hides, for his War with the 
French King of his Commanding the Mony , be- 
fore granted by the. Clergy towards the defence of 
the Holy Land, to be brought into his Treaſury, 
upon the Report he had from Rowe of Pope Boni- 
Face the Sths manners of thegrant he got of the 
Clergy of half their Spiritual and Temporal Lands, 
from a Benehce of 20 Marks and upwards, to be 
paid in three years: And of the Tax he had alſo 
granted him by the Lay-tec, viz. the Tenth pen- 
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ny of their movables to be paid in two years time. 
If any one be dcfirous to certitie himſelf, what h 
Relation Scotland ſtood in towards England for 
many ages before, Jet him read through the Rela* : 


tion of this years actions in Fabian's Chronicle, 
and there he may be ſatisfied, if it will conduce to f 
his ſatisfaQtion, to find, that Scotland, even in El- F 
der times, ina fort depended on England, and was 
ſo far from giving Laws, or an Example and Pa» = 
tern thereto, that it's Nobles were fain to ſub- þ 
mit themſelves tothe King of England's Judgment 
and decree, and do him Homage and Fealty in effect 
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"JF by the ſubmiſſion of their King, whom King Ed- 
| ward had appointed and ſet over them. Memo- 
rable is the fix and twentieth year, for that theres 


in the Londoners obtain'd of King Edward (new- 
ly come from beyond Sea into England and (o to 
Wincheſter) a grant of their Libertics and Franchiſes, 
which had in ſome part been. kept from them by 
the term of twelve years and morc, (© that they 
again choſe a Major of themſelves, whereas in 
the aforcſaid time their Cuſtos or Guardian was 
appointed by the King, or by ſuch as the King 
would affign. But we are to underſtand by the 
Chronicle , that this was not redeem*d without 
a great Sum of money, Some Writers it ſeems 
fixing it at three thouſand marks. As this King 
had many Wars, eſpecially with Scotland,. which 
put him to great charges, and had much money 
granted him by his Subjects, ſo he ceaſed not to 
deviſe other ways to raiſe more, and get what 
was denied him. For as much as divers men, 
richly bencfic'd in the Land, rcfus'd to aid him 
with their Goods, as others had, and for- that 
end had purchaſed from the Pope an Inhibition, 
that they and their goods ſhould be free from 
the King's Taxes, he put them this year out of 
his proteRion, a firain of State policy beyond 
ſome other Kings, and ſcis'd their Temporalties, 
permitting them to enjoy their Spiritualties, till 
they agreed with him. Though this wasa war - 
like Prince, and oft ſucceſsful in his undertake 
ings, yet the Clergy's power ſo over-top't the 
Laity*s, that he choſe rather to make uſe of his 
Wits, than his Arms in dealing with them. So 
have I read in William the Sccond's days, how 
when his Unkle, being both a Biſhop and an Ear!, 
grew troubleſome to him, he ſcis'd vpon the _ 
an 
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and clapt him in hold, whereby he caught and r6& 
venged himſelf on the Biſhop too , without openly 
pretending to meddle with a Clergy Man. An of- 
fence eſteem'd piacular in thoſe days3 to ſuch an 
height of Pride were the Popiſh Clergy grown, 
An other practice of King Edward, was his ſuddain 
Condemning certain Coines of Mony calPd Pollards, 
Crocardet and Roſaries, in his twenty ſeventh year, 
and caufing them to be brought to a-new Coynage 
to his great advantage, -as teltifies the Hiſtorian, 
Among others may be alſo numbred that Inquiſiti- 
on, hecaus'd to be made throughout the Land in 
the twenty cighth year , which was after nam'd 
Trailbaſton, This we find made upon Officers, as 
Majors, Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Eſcheators and many 0- 
thers, who had misborn themſelves in their | Offices, 
and had us'd Extortion ,or treated the people other- 
wiſe than was according to the order of their Off 
ces» Sovigilant appeared this Prince, and care- 
ful of his people, that they might not be abuſed not 
oppreſſed by their fellow Subjects, when got in- 
to power, under pretence of being his Majeſties Of- 
ficers, a thing we know common enough in the 
world. 

In the twenty eighth year , we have mention 
made of the City ot London's Splendor and Mag» 
niticence, upon the account of their receiving the 
new Queen Margaret, Siſter to the French King, 
Thus runs my Authors ſhort Relation hereof, The 
Citizens to the number of tix hundred Rode 
in one Livery of Red and White, with the Cog- 
nizance of divers Miſteries broidered upon their 
ſleeves, and received her four Miles without the 
City , and ſo conveyed her through the City, 
which then was garniſhed and hanged with Ta- 
peltry, and Arras, and other Cloths of a. -_ 
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Riches in moſt goodly wiſe, unto Weſtminſter, 
This is the year, wherein Fabian makes the firſt 
mention of Pzerce of Gaviſton in his Chronicle , up- 
bn Occaſion of the Biſhop of Cheſters complaining 
tothe King of him, his Eldeſt Son Edward, and 
others, for breaking the Piſhops Park , and riot- 
ouſly deſtroying the Game therein. For this was 
the aforcfaid Edward and his Accomplices Im= 
priſoned, So that under this famous King, the 
very next Heir apparent ſcap'd not the Laſh of 
the Law, when he had offended, even to an actual 
Impriſonment 3 fo far were men in thoſe days from 
aſſerting him to be above the Law, and not Ly- 
able to condign puniſhment, becauſe the next Heir, 
Afterwards the King Baniſhed the atorclaid Ga- 
viſton out of England, for fear leſt he ſhould de- 
bauch his Son : But this Baniſhment was after his 
death annulled by his Son Edward, when King, 
fo the great trouble and vexation of the Land 
afterwards. The twenty ninth may be eſteemed 
not unworthy of remark, for the Kings giving 
to Edward his Son the Principality of Wales , 
whereunto he likewis'd joyn'd the , Earldom of 
Cornwal , newly Vacant , and return'd to the 
Crown. 

In the 33d. year we read of the taking, arraign= 
ing, drawing, hanging, and quartcring of William 
Waleys, who, of an unknown low birth, became 
the head Leader of the Scots againſt the Kings 
Power, and had Created him no little trouble in 
Scotland, but now in revenge was his head ſet upon 
London Bridge, and his four quartcrs ſent into Scot- 
land to be {ct upon the Gates of ſome Towns in 
that Land. About this time we hear likewiſe of 
ſeveral Nobles of Scotland coming to the Kings 
Parliament , at Weſtminſter, and there voluntarily 
; | Sworn, 
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Sworn, in the Preſence of the King and his Lords: 
to be ttue to the King of England, and to keep the 
aid Land to his uſe againtt all other Perſons. A- 
mong theſe is narned Robert le Bruce , who not 
long after ſends to the Pope tor a diſpenſation of 
his Oath, raiſes more Commotions in Scotland ; 
and gets to be Crowned King thercof at Saint 
Fobnftons : Anno Thirty four. But when King 
Edward had overthrown the Scots Army , and 
taken __ of the Nobles, he ſent the Biſhop of 
Saint Andrews, and Baſtoon, with the Abbot of 
Scoon, to the Pope , with report of their Perjury, 
and how they were taken Armed in the held to ſhed 
the blood of Chrifttian men. And the Temporal 
Lords he ſent into England to the Tower of Londot, 
who were afterwards Arraigned at London, and 
put to death, and their Heads ſet upon London- 
Bridge. The longeft Sword carries away the Bell, 
If the Scots had prevail'd in the like fore againſt 
King Edward, it's a queſtion whether they would 
not have done much atter the ſame manner. How 
would they have then vauntcd themſelves and their 
Cauſe for the moſt rightful, whereas being Con» 
quer'd they ſuffer'd as Rebels ? That the weakeſt 
goesto the Wall, is a known ſaying, . Yet as ſtrong, 
powerful, and ſuccesful as this King Edward was, 
we find he cared not: to meddle himſclt with the 
Spiritual Lords taken in the ficld fighting againlt 
him, but rather choſe publikely to ſend them to 
the Pope, with an high offence laid to thzir charge, 
to be puniſhed at his pleaſure, Whereby we may 
preſume he gratified the Popes Ambition, in mak- 
ing him as it were the ſole Judge of their offences, 
and yet thereby doubtleſs ſufficiently fccur'd him» 
ſelf againſt thoſe men of the Church, his late Enemies, 
for the future, Could the Pope in Civility and 
Gratt- 
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Gratitude refuſe to revenge the King, in puniſh 
ing theſe Clergy-men for tighting againlt him, wha 
had thus highly mounted the power, and Authority 
of the Triple Crown above his own, in this mat- 
ter, to the publick view of the world ? If the Po- 
piſh Clergy in thoſe times were grown fo tormi- 
dable, that this Triumphant King, in the midſt 
of his Vidorious Arms , thought it ſafer to remir 
theſe Clergy-men's offences to the Popes Cor- 
reQion, than puniſh them himſelf, (forT think ic 
was policy more than zcal that made him act thus) 
what weak matches were the other Puny Princes 
tothem in thoſe days of their worldly Proſperity 
Pomp and Grandeur ? Now their wings are pretty 
well clipt , by the eſcape of ſo many people, Nati. 
ons, and Countries out of this Popiſh Houſe of 
Bondage, Tet Crowned Heads and free States be 
careful, that they ſuffer not the Popzs wings to 
ztow again , or permit their Sworn Vaſfals the 
Flaits to imp them anew with freſh Feathers , left 
they mount up again over their heads to their An- 
clent greatneſs, or take a flight higher than ever 
they did. Now the French King through the 
bale connivance of ſome, others Treachery , and 
many great Mens carclefs negligence, is become 
Exropes Terror, if Popilh Plots and deſigns fhould 
once fo far take effet , as treachierouily to de- 

prive our preſent King of his life and Crown, and 
Introduce a Popiſh Succeſſor into the Engliſh 

Throne, how far they might in time proceed to- 

wards the extirpation ot that peſiilent Northern 
Hereſy Cas Mr, Coleman out of his Extraordinary 

kindneſs -ro the Religion, from which he him(clf 
apoltaliz*d, has been pleaſed ta term the Reoteſtant 

Religion) or t of theſe parts of the world, 1 ſubmic 
fo the better Judgments of more able Politicians. a 
| Ha 
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Haſt we now hence from this Edward the firſt 


(who died in the five and thirticth year of his 
Reign, after a charge given to his Son in divery 
points upon his bleſſing, and Oaths taken of ſome 
of his chief Noblcs to keep the Land for his Song 
uſe, and to Crown him King as ſoon as they con» 
veniently could after his death, at Bargh, upon the 
Sands beyond Carlile, in his return into England) 
unto Edward the Second, where I could find mat- 
ter enough to exerciſe my Pen, were I minded to 
deſcribe all the diſorders and troubles, that hapned 
throughout the Land, under his unproſperoug 
Reign. We need not wonder, that this Prince 
met with ſo unhappy a fate at his End, when a 
we find him at the very beginning immediately 
tranſgrcſfing, his dead Fathers commands, by re- 
calling Gaveſton from his Baniſhment, (contrary to 
his Fathcr's charge on his Dcath Ecd, he entailing 
his curſe on him, if he ſhould preſume it, as Stow 
tells us) governing himſclf wholly by his advice, 
affcting him ſo much, as to affirm, that he ſhould 
fuccced him in the Kingdom, if he could effec it, 
It 1 ſhould endeavour perfectly to delineate the 
many Crofles, Lofles, Battails, and Bloodſhed, that 
fc]l out in the Land under this King, and to Write 
in a ſtile and manner ſuitable to the matter, 1 
know not but I might well dip my Pen in Blood 
ipſtcad of Ink, ſuch were the misfortunes of the 
Land, and unfortunate tates oft many Noblemen 
. thereof, For in his Reign there were Beheaded and 
put to death by Judgment upon the number of cight 
and twenty Barons and Knights, (as Fabian Cons 
putes_) belides the Noble men ſlain in Scotland; 
The number whereof one Author expreſſes to # 
mount to two and forty, beſides ſixty and ſeyea 
Knights and Barronets and two and twenty men 
ov 
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oyer that of name taken in that one Battel of B+ 
rocks born, Unſteadfaftneſs of manners, and vile« 
neſs of Conditions, the refufing the Company of 
Lords and men of honour, and haunting the $9. 
ciety of Villains and vile Perſons : The beiag 
given to great drinking, and lightly diſcovers 
ing therein things of great Counſel, with mas 
ny other difallowable Conditions related by Hiſto- 
tians, were blots in this Kings Scutcheon, Scarce 
was old Edwards Obſequies tully finiſh:d, accord- 
ing to my Author, but the young King ſends in all 
haſt for his old Companion Piers of Gaveſlon, re< 
ceiving him withall joy and gladne(s, and advances 
him to much honour, gives him the Earldom of 
Cornwal and Lordſhip of Walling ford, rules all by 
his wanton Councel, and follows the appetite and 
pleaſure of his body, not guiding things by ordee 
of Law or Juſtice. Then he Revenges himſelf, and 
his favourite Gaveſton, on the Bilhop of Cheſter, 
(who had before complained of them and theit 
Outrages in his Fathers Reign) by commanding 
him to the Tower of London, and keeping him 
there ſtrictly many days after. When by the 
means, motions, and words of many potent Lords 
of the Realm, Gaveſton was again ſent out of the 
Land, though contrary to the King's pleaſure, 
and baniſh'd into Treland:; Yet thither we hear of 
the Rings ſending him oftentimes ſecret Meſſeng- 
ers, and comforting him with many rich gitts, and 
the next year we read of his bcing fetch'd home a» 
gzin to ftill the grudges ſpringing up between the 
King and his Nobles, and continue amity amongſt 
them, which prov'd but ſo much the more miſchiev + 
ous to the Realm: For this exorbitant Favourite's 
power more and more encrealing, ne, haviag the 
keeping of the Kings Treaſareand Jewels, conver'd 
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many of them, fome of great valuc, out of the 
Land, and brought the King by means of his 
wanton Conditions to manifold Vices, as Adultery 
and others, whereupon by the Lords Counlc] and 
Kefolution taken at Lincoln, he was ſhortly after 
exil'd into Flanders to the Kings great diſpleaſure. 
In comes Gaveſton again, though he had before ab. 
jur'd the Realm, with this condition by the Barons 
added, that it he were found again in any Lands 
ſubjz<& to the Kirg's dominions,. he ſhould be 
taken as a Common Enemy ard Condemned, 
But being recall'd by the- King, he ventures on his 
favour, and afterwards .demeans himſelf worſe 
and worſe. In ſo much that we rcad, that he 
diſdain'd the Lords of England, and of them had 
many ſpitctul and flanderous words, ſo that there's 
the Ict5 wondcr,that the Queen and the whole Court 
were ſorrowtful, becauſe they ſaw the King (as 
Stow words it) not very ſound, fo great was 
his Toy and Jollity for his receiving him in ſafe. 
ty, Whercupon the Lords of one mind (ſaith my 
Author) conſented to put him to death, which 
they ſoon after effected by taking the Calle 
wherein he was, and ſo having him in their hands 
{mete off his Head. For this was the King grie- 
vouſly diſpleas'd with thoſe Lords, and vow'd, 
we hear, torevenge his Death, ſo that after this he 
ſought occaſion againſt chetn, to grieve and dif 
pleaſe them. If the forcmention'd diſorders , 
with many before cxpreſs'd by Authentick Wri- 
ters to have fallen out under this King : It Treas 
chery, Robberies, Rapes, Extortions, Diviſions, Ci» 
vildiſcords at home, flights, contempts, ard loſſes 
abroad, and much blood-ſhed in Battels, fought 
and loſt, both at home and abroad : It murrain 


of Beaſts and ſcarcity of Grain, dearneſs of Vi- 
Etuals 
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Quals, ſickneſs and mortality of Men, ravages and 
outrages of cruel inſulting Enemies, and almoſt a 
general deſolation, in ſeveral places oft the Land, 
be glories , that can eternize a Man's memory to 
ſucceeding Generations, I know not whether this 
Kings Name and Reign may ever be forgotten, as 
long as England ſtands a fixt Iſland in the midit 
of the Ocean. In the midi of theſe troubles and 
croſſes, you are not to ſuppoſe, the City of Lon- 
don icap't free from partaking in the Common 
miſery of the Land, In the hrit of this King's 
Reign, I find that he, and his new Married Bride 
were reccived joytully by the Citizens , and fo 
conveyed to Weſtminſter, but the times afterwards 
grew ſocloudy, and tull of ftorms, that I don't 
think they had over much reaſon to rejoyce, more 
than the reſt of their poor dilirefſed tellow Subjedts. 
Yet Providence in good time delivered the City out 
of theſe troubles, and with advantage too, as may 
be obſerved and remark*t in the end of this, and 
beginning of the next Kings Reign, Twice more 
particularly, in this Kings Reign, do we read of a 
breach made on the Citics Priviledges, by con- 
training the Citizens, at their own charges, to 
raiſe ard maintain a certain number of S»ldicrs, 
and ſend them whether they were appointed , but 
the laſt time, it ſeems, it was conditionally, that 
it ſhould not be made a Preliclent , which poſſibly 
was to appeaſe them, when they refuſed to go out 
ot the City to hight, unleſs they might according 
to their libertics Cas Stow ſays ): return home a- 
gain the ſame day before Sun-ſet. For *tis plain, 
how great ſocver their rcſpe&t was towards their 
Soveraign, that they had no great kindnels for 
ſome about him : And therefore , when aid and 
Uliftance was requetied of them againſt the Queen, 
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who with her Son Edward was newly Landed, 
and pretended Reformation of abuſes, they made 
this plca or excuſe, as favouring rather Refor» 
mers than makers of Grievanc2s, yet with pro» 
fcfhhon of due obedience and Ronour to the King, 
the Queen, and their Son, who was after hix 
Father the Right and Lawful Heir to the 
Crowne. TY | 

At the Parliament of Whitebands , held in the 
twefth of this King , whether the Barons 
came in Arms , the Citizens were the Keepers 
of the Kings peace in the City 3 a thouſand of them 
well Armed, by the Majors order , watching by 
day, and as many by night, in divers Wards, and 
at ſeveral Gates thereof, under the inſpection of 
two Aldermen, with Officcrs afſigned to Ride a» 
bout every night to overſee them , and the reſt 
of the Citizens were enjoyned to have their 
Arms in readineſs upon a very ſhort warning for 
more ſurety» And what pray now was the effe 
of all this, but that the peace was kept, the City 
guarded it , and no dilturbance hapned that I 
zcad of, notwithſtanding there was (o great an 
Army then on foot ? Illmen were 1emoved, feveral 
Piings were ordaincd for the good' of the Realm, 
rarſa&tions were carried on without violence, 
or blood-ſhed , the Parliament was peaccably dif- 
ſolved, and every one retirned home in quietnels, 
ſafety and (ſecurity. But on the contrary , afters 
wards, ia the latcrend of this Kings Reign, when 
the Courticrs were much diſguſied in the City, 
by xcaſon of many violences committed, and much 
harſh dcaling uſed by ſome towards their fellow 
Subjc&s, in the time of their power, under the 
wings of Authority , and pretence of Law and 
Juſtige, the Citizens were ſo far from keeping the 
Te Bet Tiey Enter 1 -5.16 by i: ne 97 Wig 
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King's peace, as before, that they ſoon ſhew'd 
openly their favour, good will, and kindneſs for 
the Queen, who, under the glozing pretence of 
reforming the ill Government, was come into the 
Land with a conſiderable force of Soldiers, and 
had ſent to the Mayor and Commonalty for their 
aid, help, and afliftance in carrying on this her 
pretended Reformation 3 A work generally highly 
acceptable to all ſuch, as think themſelves oppreſſed, 
and glorious in the Eyes of the people 3 but ſuch 
is the miſery, fate, and infelicity, the frailty and 
imperfe&ion incident to all ſublunary attempts, 
that it very ſeldom, if ever, fully anſwers the ex- 
pectation of every one concern'd. Neither was 
the Citizens affe&tion to the Queen, and her Party, 
barely ſhewn in words and expreſſions, but it went 
much farther, and was publickly brought into A& 
by beheading ſuch, as they took to be the Queens 
enemies, not ſo much as ſparing the Biſhop of Exe- 
ter himſelf, a great man among the ſpiritualty, 
who had been there left by the King to have the 
Rule of the City in his abſence. The occafionis 
faid to have ſprung from his ſtiff and peremptory 
demanding of the Keys of the City Gates by ver- 
tue of his Commiſſion, which highly exaſperated 
the Commons againſt him, and ſo much the more, 
becauſe (as was the faying,) he had rais'd an Ar- 
my to withſtand the Queen, a fault then thoughc 
unpardonable by the Londoners, who in words 
and deeds cſpouſed the Queen's Caule, fſeis'd on 
the Towet of London, and kept it for the Queens 
afe, and not 'long afterwards received her into 
their City with great Joy and Honour, A demonſira- 
tive evidence in my opinion of the City's firength 
and- power.  'For it London, when ſhe pleag'd, 
ould maintain the King's peace in the midſt of 
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none- dar*d in oppoſition to break it , and after» 
wards, in the very fame age, and within the com+ 
paſs of halfa dozen years, did actually aſſert the 
Qcens cauſe, and aflift her in her proceedings (ag 
was pretended) for Reformation ofthe Realm, thg 
the Conſequence thereof was in truth the un. 
fortunate Kings refignation, what, greater inſtance 
can there be , to ſhew her great influence upon 
the whole Nation in thoſe unſetled times ? 

' London having fo vilibly appearcd in favour of 
the Queen, th& Prince, and his party, and cons 
tributed ſo much towards this notable revolution 
of affairs, we have no reaſon to think, but; that, 
out of Common gratitude, her Citizens were tq 
be aboundantly rewardcd , and that they them 
{lyes, out of ſelf intereſt and natural Prudence, 
would ſo well and wiſcly look to their own affairs; 
as fo miake hay while the Sun ſhines, to the;proy 
curing, new grants and Graces » and. ſo accordings+ 
fy we find the event. For in the firſt year, of Elly 
ward the third, Fabian tells us; he contirmed the 
L.ibertics and Franchizes of the City , 'making the 
Major Chief Juſtice in all places of Judgment with+ 
in the ſane, next the King, every Alderman , that 
had" been Major, Juſtice of Peage ,in London \and 
Mizleſix, and ſuch, as had-not been, . Juſtice. in -bjg 
own Ward : Granting them al{os the Fce-farm of 
T ondon for three hundred pounds, , and that. they 
ſhould not bz conflrained-ra go out, of the City ta 
to fight -, qr, defend the Land: fari;any needy A; 
priviiedge greater, -, than what ..was, claimed , 38 
their Hberty , in his Fathers Jays, when 'unwith 
Iirs to.crgage. againlt the, Queen . and Prince; 
thay refuſed not to 80 out, on, candition-gbzretharre 
rig the lame Jay, 2s is rclated betore, 1 But. the 
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moſt beneficial of all the grants was, that the Fran- 
chiſes of the City ſhould not be ſeized intothe Kings 
hands, but only for Treaſon or Rebellion done by 
the whole City. - It having before been a Com- 
mon thing to have their Liberties ſeized on, (as hath 
been plainly manifeſted -in the Precedent Relation) 
on almoſt -every petty diſguſt, conceived” by the 
Court againſt them, were it but for the pretended 
offence of a particular Officer, or for mony alledg- 
&d to be owing by the City to ſome great ones 'at 
Court , or ſome-ſuch like ſmall trivial pretence, 
But now at this time they took ſuch care, to have 
their Liberties ſetled and ſecured by this Royal 
Grant, that it may be thought almoſt, if not whol- 
ly, a thing impoſſible for the City to forfeit her 
Charter, .and have it juſtly, according to that grant, 
taken from her. The bringing of Southwark, un- 
der the Rule of the City, and the power allowed 
their Major /to appoint ſuch a Bailift there, as lik- 
ed him beſt , was a very advantagious favour, at 
the fametime, by this King Edward beſtowed on 
London , but not comparable with the former 
grant , which may moſt deſervedly be cſiecemed 
Paratnount to all others. A particular Officer 
may offend, and oftentimes does, nay many may 3 
but for a City, a whole City, fo great and glorious 
a City, as London, Traiterouſly to Rebel, and fo 
forfeit all her Libertics , Priviledges , and Fran- 
chiſes at one clap, ſcems to me ſo great a contra- 
diction, 'as' to imply little leſs than an Impolli- 
bility-in Nature, not to go a ſtep or two higher. 
: \This''King being one of the moſt powerful 
Princes :of. his time, .and in the ſtrength of his age 
very ſuccesful in his Wars againſt the French King, 
us not tor; us: haſtily to imagine, there was any 
pccalion given fox ſo wiſe and gocd a King to con- 
Pie .3.." tcl} 
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teſt with his Subjects, much leſs with his Loyal 


-Citizens. We arc rather to expt& to hear of the 


City's Triumphs and glory, the Joy and xcjoyce. 
ing, wherewith ſhe often received her Victorious 
King returning Conquerour from France, the fre« 
quent Juſtings, Tiltings, and Tournaments ſhewn 
thereat tor his Recreation and cntertainment, the 
Wealth, Riches, and Ability of her head-Officers, 
(whereof one, to Londons great glory, is faid to 
have ſumptuouſly feafted four Kings at once, in 
the thirty firſt of this Kings Reign , beſides the 
famous Black Prince , many Noble Knights and 
others, to whom with the King he gave many Rich 
Gifts_) the ſplendor of the Citizens in general on 
publick occafions, and the harmonious concordof 
all in their own private and particular concerns, 
relating more eſpecially to the Cities good order 
and Government. This King may. be ſuppoſed 
too greatand too good, cither to create, or to pers 
mit differences and diſcord at home. He Fad 
wherewithal to exerciſe his Wiſdom and  valour 
abroad in forrcign Countries , and ſuch ſucceſs 
too in his Enterprizes, as might make him, both 
fecarcd, and beloved, by his Subjes, at one and 
the ſame time. Yet notwithſtanding, fach Rill was 
Londons power, ſtrength, and reſolution to main- 
tain her Liberties, that this Victorious Prince, Cons 
querour . over others, having ſent out Juſtices into 
the Shires, to make enquiry about his Officers bf- 
fences, and delinquences, and the City of Londax 
not ſuffering (as Stow tells us) any ſuch Officers 
to lit, as Jultices, in their City, 4s Inquifitors of 
ſach matters,contrary to their Liberties, he thought 
good rather to appoint thoſe Juſtices their Sel 
tions in the Tower , for Inquiſition of the damages 
of the' Londoners, and they retuſing , unleſs condis 
| - tionally, 
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al F tjonally, to anſwer there, and a tumult therenpon 
he ariſing among the meaner ſort, claiming their Li- 
Co berties, he clicemed it greater prudence, to wave 
us the Juſtices ſitting, as to that place, and forgive 
Ce all offences, than to enter intoa conteſt with ſuch 
mn powertul , tho Loyal Subjes, as the Londoners 
he were, and {ich undaanted afſertors of their own 
's, rights, priviledges, franchiſes and liberties. For 
to as*tis plain the City was very potent, ſo we may, 
in as certainly perhaps, conclude the Citizens no leſs 
he ſuſpicious of any thing done, under the ſhadow of 


nd this Kings Authority, it but looking towards the 
ch leaſt breach of their Priviledges, as the Commons 
on of England in general ſeem to have appeared jeal. 
of ous of their Common liberty , when, upon this 
Ss, | Kings laying claim to the Kingdom of France, 
cr they procured a Law, whereby it was enacted, 
ed F that the King ſhould not Rule England as King 
t- | of France, and ſo Subje& them to the inſolencies 
ad | of a fellow-Subje&s Deputylhip. 
ur F Would you know, what cſteem and reſpe& the 
els | houſe of Comrbons, in this King's reign, had for 
th | the City?Look in Cotton's abridgment of the Records 
nd F in the Tower, and there you may find cheCommons, 
"as F everand anon, petitioning the King, that the City 
of London may enjoy all her Liberties, and the King's 
Ns | Anſwers generally to ſuch petitions ſeem rather to 
WF grant, than deny, ſuch their important Requeſts, 
t- | So glorious and gracious did the City appear in the 
lon ſght of the good people of the Land, or rather 
ers B fach was the influence ſhe had upon the Nations re- 
of preſentatives.» As to the Common's Deſires, that 
aht all the Counties might conform themſelves to the 
ele Weights and Meaſures made in London, and the 
order there made againſt Uſury might be obſerved 
{roughout the Realm, as if they would have = 
, 9 
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ſo famous a City more particularly give Law,as well ' 
as example, to all England, I paſs them over, with- 
out pretending, from thence to draw an Argument 
of the City's Grandeur 3 and likewiſe Wave the 
priviledg, by this King, granted the Citizens, that 
the Officers of the Mayor, and Sheriffs ſhould, from 
that day forward, uſe Maces of Silver parcel gilt, 
as not intending to inſiſt thereon, as a more eſpeci- 
al mark of honour deſign'd the City above the reſt 
of the Nation in thoſedays3 And chooſe rather to 
paſs on to the laſt part of this King 'sreign, where- 
in, I muſt needs acknowledge, there was a ſtrong, 
though ſhort, conteſt between the King and the 
Court. But when was that, and how hapncdd it? 
"Twas when the King was grown old, near to do- p 
tage, after his good Queen Philipps was dead, and | | 
he himſelf, amidſt the Infirmities of ficknel(s and 6 
old age, indulg'd his-own luſtful pleaſures in the | 1; 
laſcivious Embraces of a wanton Mils, leaving the F| , 
guidance of his Realm, and all things about him, . 
to ſo ambitious a ſpirit, as, under the Wings of his p 
Authority, durſt aſpire ſo high as to the hopes of F . 
the Crown, againſt the good Will of the people, and | þ 
the Title of a perſon much more affected and beloved F . 
at London. The conteſt was ſhort and ſharp, as b 
may be ſeen in Stows Annals, where it is placdin (: 
the tifty firlt, z. e, the laſt year of the Kings Reign: b, 
So ſhort, as not taking up the whole ſpace ,of time, F 
between Chriſtmas and the latter part of Fane, tt 
wherein the King died 3 and yet fo ſharp, that F .. 
the Cities Priviledges were in great danger, mes | x 
naces there were of depoling the Major, (which was' | ,, 
at length actually done,) and of Creating a Cap* F .. 
tain in his Room, with many other thingsthreat- | 
ned againſt their Liberties : And all by the arts, 


devices, and contrivances of the aſpiring err. 
* ; who 
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of the Kingdom, over his young Nephews head, 
but that the Londoners oppoſed him in his deſigas, 
both honourably, and ſuccesfully too. So far were 
they from being Hedtor'd , or trapan'd, into a 
bale Compliance with this Ambitious pretender, 
and his flattering favourites defires, who thought 
to have carried. all before *em , becauſe they e- 
ſieem'd themfelves ſure of the Kings Authority, 
and ſo lookt upon the principals of the oppoſite 
party, if not under a Cloud, at leaſt under a great 
diſadvantage comparatively, ſuch were their fond 
hopes and pretenſions, 

In the good Parliament, (as it was commonly 
called ) held in the fifticth of this Kings Reign, 
ſeveral Reformations had been made, and divers, 
at the Commons ſuit , remoy*d from about the 
King, as evil Counſellors, by the Mediation of 
the Black-Prince 3 but the Parliament being cnd- 
&d, and he dying, the old King, contrary to his 
promiſe, ſoon recalled the former perſons, before 
removed, and Committed the Government of the 
Realm again to his third Son z Fohn of Gant, that 
aſpiring Duke of. Lancafter, whereby the Tide be- 
ing turn'd at Court , the ſtorm fell heavy upon 
ſome Patriots of the late Parliament , who had 
been the greateſt promoters and occaſioners of 
the before mentioned change, fo lately made, of 
the Miniſters of State, Now was the time to 
remember , and revenge, all things about the 
King being mannaged by the Dukes order, who, 
waking uſe of the Kings Authority , turn'd out 
and put in at his pleaſure, the more cafily to bring, 
about his deſigns, ( by his own Creatures now 
brought in again into the Government and man- 
agement of the affairs of State ) which tended to 
no 
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no leſs, than the putting his Nephew, the young 
Prince Richard , ( an Orphan by the Fathers fide 
though not the Mothers ) from the Crown , 
and ſctling himſelf in the Thronc, vpon the old 
weak Kings deceaſe. This itſeems had been in- 
tended by the Duke for ſome tirme , but now 
carricd on more vigorouſly with all rhe art ims- 
aginable. | 

A Parliament is ſummoned to meet at Weſtmin- 
ſter after Chriſtmas, honour is openly ſhewn to 
the young Prince, and his name made uſe of, by 
his crafty Uncle, to further and promote his own 
privy intentions and intreagues 3 The name and 
power of the French , ( as that they had raiſed 
great Armies, and made new Confederacies to blot 
out the Engliſh Tongue and Nation )is likewife made 
uſe of, for a ſtale, to induce the Cominons the more 
readily to part with a good round ſum ot Mony, to 
put the King into a good poſture of defence, to 
ſpeak and a@t as a King 3 And the old Knights, 
who in the laſt Parliament had ſtood up fo coura» 
giouſly in behalf of the Commonalty , are by the 
Dukes meanes for the moſt part remov'd , and 
Creatures of his own arc made the chictett mana» 
gers of Parliament-bufine(ſs3 fo that now he ſeems 
ready to carry almoſt all things betore him : But 
only there lies a rubor two in the way, that might 
ſpoil his. bowling, if they were not timely re- 
moved. London was not, nor would be,at the Dukes 
beck, and therefore *twas thought dangerous to at- 
tempt publickly, what was privately and principal 
ly intended , as long agthe Laws and Cultoms of 
the City were in force. Moreover the Church of 
England, it ſcems , in thoſe days was look't upon 
by the Duke, as none of his belt friends ( though 


E don't tind but he might have been before , and 
was 
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wes a Church-Man good enough afterwards, as to 
outward appearance, whatever he was in his heart) 
and therefore ( if Stow may be Credited , who 
writes 'after Walſfinghams Pen) he attempted to 
overthrow it, for that cnd favouring Wickliff and 
his Diſciples, who went then under the name of 
Lilards among the Commons, and were as much 
hated in thoſe days, for pretended Herefies laid to 
their charge, (for at that time you muſt know the 
Nations Religion was Popiſh ) as the Papiſts axe 
now adays for repeated Plots , and Confpiracics 
proved upon them. Whether or no it was to 
pulldown the Engliſh Biſhops, the better to faci- 
litate hisown intents and purpoſes, that he was a 
favourer of the fam'd Fohn Wickiiff , (as Walſing- 
ham, a great Papilt, and alſo a Monk, aftrms} Pro- 
vidence out of the Dukes finful Ambition railing 
Protcion for the Maintainers of the true Religi« 
on, or elſe that being convinced of the Contormi- 
ty of Wickiiffs Doctrine to Truth and Godlineſs, 
He, like Herod, heard John gladly, and did many 
things at his inſtance, I ſhall not now pretend to 
determine, But moſt certain it is from the ſtory, 
that *ewas London, not the Engliſh Clergy, that 
par the greateſt ſtop to the Dukes aſpiring de- 
ſigns, and daſh'd all his Ambitious Intreagues 
in pieces, to his, and his Favourites no ſmall Diſ* 
appointment. 

For the Londoners being enraged at the Dukes 
threats, and their fury increaſed againſt him, for 
that in the Parliament, the Duke being Preſident, 
a motion had been made in the Kings vame , 
C over whom at that time *tis well known how 
great an aſcendant the Duke had ) that there ſhould 
be no more Major of London , accqrding to the 
Ancient Culiom, but a Captain appointed over it 
an 
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and the Marſhil of England might therein arreſt | 
Offenders, as in other places, (ſo that *twas' 


in the Military Officers that the Duke ſeems to 
have plac'd moſt of his Truſt and Confidence, ag 
doubtleſs his Creatures and Favourites in eſſe aut 
poſſe) with many other things manifeſtly contrary 
to the City's Liberties, at the encouragement of the 
Lord Fitzwalter (who claim'd to be their Standard 
Bearer by inheritance } they put themſclves in 
Arms, and acted with ſuch an excefs of rage 
and violence, that had it not been for their own 


Biſhop, who pacificd them for the time, the Duke - 


and his great favourite Piercy had that day (faith 
the book) loft their lives. But they having time« 
ly notice, fled from the people, and applied them» 
ſelves for ſafety to the young Prince, and his Mo» 
ther, who undertook the butineſs, and ſent to the 
Londoners, to make peace with the Dukez fo 
kind and gracious was the good Princels, as to me- 
diate in his behalf, who defir'd in his heart to 
difpoſſeſs her own Son of his right. To her 
Meſſenger Anſwer was return'd by the Citizens, 
that for her honour, they would perform her 
Commands, but as to what concern'd the Duke, 
injunctions were laid on them to will him, that 
he ſhould ſuffer the Biſhop of Wincheſter to come 
to his anſwer, and to be try'd by his Peers, and 
alſo permit Peter de Ia More | Spcaker of the laſt 
Parliament ] then by the Duke's means imprison'd 
to anſwer tor himſelf, after the Cuſtom of the 
Law 3' and as for the third, they ſaid they would 
account a Traitor , whereſotver he ſhould be 
found. So run the words in Stow, which being 
to the Dake reported, he became not a little trou- 
' bled, and not without reaſon in my opinion, at 
the Citizen's Anſwer, and their indignation _ 
celv” 
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ctiv'd againſt him, fince thac he interpreted, what 
they had ſpoken of a Traytor to be meant by then 
of himſelf, though as to that particular he denicd 
himſelf to bz one. - He had been mad, I (ould have 
thought, ot fooliſh, if he had preſently conteſs'd, and 
own'd the impntation. However, trpm the Ciri« 
zens meſſage, and the Dukes interpretation thereof; 
is eaſte to conclade, how little they lov'd him, 
and he ſoon found it to his trouble and vexation, 
Jealouſies and ſuſpicions genc1aily go a great way 
among the common people, and are almott as pres 
ralent as proofs, cſpecially when there is a great 
man in the Caſe, whom they date not open!y 2c 
Caſe and impeach, and cannot try tor lack of {afcey 
and a good opportunity, and he himfelt is not ves 
ty willing to put himſelf upon a air trial; and 
thereby wipe off all aſperfions in the common les 
gal way of his Country, All his Tergiverſations 
do foment, rather than diminiſh, the Heats of the 
people, who have but the more opportunity and 'oc« 
cafion to think, (and will commonly too think (cur 
vily) the leſs they have to att: 

The rough Meſſage, the Londoners ſent the 
Duke, we have heard, but that was not all: 
They would away to the King too,and acquaint hin 
with the late proceedings. And fo accordingly, 
upon a Councel held thereabouts, they ſeat ſome of 
their chicf Citizens, either to jultihe. (faith the 
Annalitt) or excuſe what had hapned; Long were 
theſe a ſuing to come to the Kings preſence, the 
Duke keeps them back : For they might be apt to 
to cell Tales, or at lealt remove the prepofle(s 
hons, wherewith the Duke and . his party doubts 
lefs had fill'd the credulous King's Head Thg 
Duke would fain haye fiopt their entrance, and 

P pat 


(210), 
put them off, | but they would not be fo ſerv'd. 
The Duke tells them, that the King was very yl 
at caſe, and his fickneſs might be encreaft, if he 
were mov'd to anger by their Speech. A fine ex» 
cuſe, but *twould not paſs. The Londoners were 
reſolved on't. They were not come to encreaſ; 
but mitigate his grief, and their Commitſion from 
their fellow Citizens , they ſayd, was not to be 
Communicated to any , but to their Liege Lord 
the King himſelf, They were for no Proxies, 
Advocates, nor Attorney-Generals of the Dukes 
providing: They would be their own Spokelmen. 
Well then, at laſt after much ado they gain ac- 
cels, and ſhew the King, what had been publiſh- 
ed in Parliament, as his Will, againſt their Li- 
berties and priviledges : They excus'd likewiſe 
themſelves of ſome of the Commonaltics behavi» 
our in the late Commotion, as being the effect of 
ſome ill men among the rabble, whereto they were, 
neither privy , nor conſenting 3 whereupon the 
King, a little cheer'd up with their coming, an- 
ſwer'd, that he would not the- diminiſhing of their 
Liberties, No, he was rather ready, if need were, 
to augment them , neither did any ſuch Reſolati- 
ons ever come out of his Mouth ,, and therefore 
willed them not to fear, but to return and appeals 
the Citizens, and to keep them in Peace, The 
Dukes tation would have made uſe of the Kings 
Name and Authority , to deprive the City of her 
Charter of Liberties, and endeavour'd to perſwade 
the Parliament Men, that it was the Kings good 
Will and pleaſure to have it ſo 3 but, upon the Ci 
tizens application to the King, they hear an other 
tale, the King own'd no ſuch thing, never any ſuch 
thing came out of his Mouth, he tells them cxprel* 
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ly, Set a mark here. Obſerve likewiſe the confes 
guence of the Citizens coming to the King, he was 
a little cheer'd, ſomewhat better in mind poſlibly, 
when he heard the truth of the matter. Before 

rhaps he had heard ſtrange tales of ſeditiovs meet - 
ings, Inſurrc&ions, Riots, Tumults, and the like, 
as if none were for keeping the Kings Peace but the 
good Dukes good party, ſuch (tories had they ouz'd 
in the cars of this weak , old, inhrm, fickly King, 
and he as ready tobclieve all, ti]l diſproved by the 
different Relations of as Credible witneſſes, To 
hear one ſide only, and ſtop ones ears to the others 
defence, is not only a manifeſt fign of extream 
partiality , but alſo the ready way to be imipos'd 
upon by the deceit of lying Tongues , and fo be 
kept always from the knowledge of the truth , 
where thoſe near us think ic their intereli to have 
itlo, 

About the: time of the late uproar, it's ſaid that, 

Duke's arms were hang'd up revers'd in fign 
of Treaſon, in the principal ftrects of the City 
duch was the hatred the Londoners had conceive 
againſt him 3 but *ewas in thoſe days 'as unknown 
whodid-it, as 'tis at this time uncertaing, who cut 
the' Picture of his Royal Highneſs the Dyke of 
Dork, the other day at Guild-hal., Whether there 
were any Proclamations, with promiſes of re- 
ward , emitted; to-find out the. Author and Aﬀtor 
of that deed, I know not of a certainty, as nof 
fnding it mencion'd in the Hiſtory : Pothbly there 
were none, or at.leaſtthey prov'd very ineffectual, 
which I the rather conclude , becauſe that, when 
ome. had made :malitious Rhymes upon the Duke, 


.and fafined them up in divers parts of the City, 
-another remedy was found out againſt them, but 
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haply as inefficacious, wiz. a Sentence of Excoms | 


munication , at the Dukes requeſt to the Biſhops, 
pronounced againſt them publickly by the Biſhop 
of Bangor, the Aldermen of the City afliſting him; 
To be Excommunicated did carry ſomewhat of 
terror with it, in England, in thoſe Popilh times, 
among the vulgar, and might probably again, 
ſhould Providence , for our offences, ever faffe? 
Popery to be brought back into the Land 3 but 
among, Proteſtants, and knowing, underſtanding 
men , Excommunication upon every flight ac» 
count, and trifling pretext, is of little value, 
elteem, or regard, and no more dreaded perhaps 
by ſome, than *twas by Reblais, when he beg'd it 
as a great boon of the Pope, becauſe the poor Coun» 
try Woman thought her Faggot Excommunicated, 
when ſhe could not make it burn, Beſides theſe 
Indignities . put upon th: Duke at London, in, at, 
and after the aforeſaid Tumult of the Common 
people, we'aretold alſo, that all ſuch, as wore the 
Dukes Sign or Colours, were fain to hide them, 
conveying them into their boſoms, ſo great a. fear 
and dread had ſciz'd upon their Spirits. Whey 
ther theſe Colours were Parſons Black, True Blew, 
Flouriſhing Green, Oringe Tawny, or. Blood Red, 
the Hiſtorian hath not ſo far gratified us, 4s 
punctually to ſct down in his Relation of theſe 
tranſaions, But if I might have leave to pats 
my Verdi& hercin, I ſhould be apt to conjecture 
them to have been, at leaſt for the moſt part, worn 
by the Red-letter'd people, What fad Progno- 
ticks may we think our Almanack-makers and 
fiar-gazers then gave of the times, when they 
fawEngland ſo likely to fall into ſuch Feuds,FaRions, 


and diſorders as thoſe of the Guelphs and Ks - 
ut 
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But one good turn 'tis, that Aſtrogolers Prognoſti- 
cations uſe commonly to be, I:ke the Popith Or- 
acles old Almanacks, ſoon out of date. The 
City could much ſooner influence .the Nation , 
than they could make the Stars influence the City, 
in favour of the Dukes caule. 

How the Citizens of London oppos'd the Duke, 
we have ſeen, but he is reſolved it ſcems to ſhew 
his bitter reſentments upon the next opportuni- 
ty, and accordingly, after the Duke had obtain'd 
his delires of the ewo Houlcs of Parliament, viz. 
A Poll-Bill or Tax of all the hcads in the whole 
Realm ,y he cauſed the King to fend for the 
Major , Aldermen, and Sheriffs of London, who 
ſoon came before him, then very ill at caſe, as they 
were ordered , into his Chamber of Preſence 3 
where , after the uſual Ceremonies over palt , 
a certain Knight of the Court endeavoured , by 
his Ciceronian Rhetorick, and the Eloquence of 
his Oration, to perſwade the Citizens, to confecls 
their great and hainous offences againſt the King 
and Duke,” and to ſubmit themſelves to their Mer- 
cy. See here the Kings Name mult be brought 
in, right or wrong , or clſe the Dukes cauſe, and 
pretenfions , would ſignify little. , But the Lon- 
doners were not {© tobe caught. For they anſwers 
ed, they had not Conſpircd againli the Duke, nei-+ 
ther had there been any ſhameful thing ſpoken or 
done againſt him, that they did know of, or con- 
ſent unto, which they were ready to prove before 
their Sovcraign Lord the King, and the Duke 
himſelf, The folly of the Common people they 
athrm'd they could not ſtay, and theretore requeſt - 
cd of the King, that he would not punilh thoſe 
that were innoccat, and ignorant of the FaQ, but 


f withal 


to buing in the Common people, and compel theny 
by L:iw to makc due ſatisfation, and more (ſaid 
they) we are not able to do for the Duke. that 
may be to his Honour. Not able to do more, 
why ? What would his iaCtion have had them to 
have done f Was his favour to haye been pur- 
chas'd at no Icfs a price, than an intire Religna« 
tion of all thev had, Bodics and Souls, Lives, Lis 
bertics , and Eſtates at Diſcretion ? Muſt they 
have deny'd their ſenſes, and their reaſon too, 
in charging themſelves with what they neither 
fayd, nordid, felt, hcard, nor underſtood, to a+ 
void Scandals Magnatum's and the Arbitrary Fins 
of byaſsd Juries? Leave we ſuch Terms of accom» 
modation to the inſulting power and Pride of 
Fr<latical Conſcicnces, to impoſe upon their un* 
derling Curates. Such is the continued cauſe of 
difference between the Meolinifts and Fanſeniſts in 
France , while one fide fairly offers, to diſallow 
certain diſpleaſing Propolitions , either by them» 
ſclves, or as Janſeninss, if ſhewn to them in his 
works, and the other party , as pertinaciouſly , 
inſiſts upon their rejecting them as his , becauſe 
the Pope hath ſo condemacd them. 

Glad we may cafily ſuppoſe the Londoners were, 
when diſmiſs?d upon thcir aforeſaid Anſwer, 
Bur it ſccms the Court was not yet fatisficd ; For 
afterwards we read of the Kings ſending them a 
Command fccietly, to ca!l a!l the Citizens roge* 
ther, and, having uadea Wax Candle with the 
Dukes Arms in it, to carry it ſolcmniy in Procef- 
fion to Szint Pawis, there to burn continually at 
* the Citics charges , which was accordingly per 
rin i | tormed 
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withal promiſed the Duke , for Reverence of the 
King, (obſerve this ) that thry would endeavour | 
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formed by the chiefeſt and richeſt of the Citizens; 
the meancr commonalty diſdaining to be preſent 
atfucha proceſſion , and therefore with indigna=- 
tion departing home , when they heard the bufji- 
neſs, and knew the occation of their being call'd 
together. But ncither did this condeſcention of 
the greateſt give the Duke content z he threatned 
them, look't upon it asa _— and took it in 
great ſcorn, that they had offer'd thus his Arms 
in a_ Wax Taper while he was alive, and in good 
health 3 notwithſtanding they. athrm'd, they had 
expreſly done that which his Father, the King, 
had Commanded them , and would have done 
any thing , that might have pleaſed him, 2. e, in 
reaſon. For peace and quictneſs fake poiſibly, and 
out of reſpe&t to the Kings Majelty , they would 
not have rcfus'd the trouble of putting forth a 
few honorary Proclamations , nor denied him 
the Complement of a volley or two of Holla's 
and Huzza's, if that would have pleas'd. But 
this did not anſwer the Dukes Expectations, 
nor fatishe his Ambitious defires, they knew, he 
Gayd, his mind, and were not ignorant how to 
make {atisfation. Ay 3 there *twas : He would 
tave us, fayd the troubled Citizens amongſt them- 
ſelves, Proclaim him King, but this ſhall never be 
done, and fo they parted worle friends than they 
were betore. So much ado was there with one 
proud, hauphty Duke, moſt injuriouſly aſpiring to 
the Crown, to the prejudice of his b<tter beloy'd 
Nephew, whoſe claim, title, and right had been 
ſometime before (C if I miſtake not in my reckon= 
ing) ſettled expreſly by the Parliament, or at leaſt 
he had been declar'd by his Grand-Father his 
Heir and Lawful Succeſſor; Yet this the Ambiti- 
P 4 Ous 
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ous Uncle thought probably eaſily to have evaded 
and deluded , though belides the affeRions, and 
contrary to the inclination of the' reſt of the Nas 
tion, could he but haye prevailed upon the L gn» 
doners, by threats, or fair words, to have fided with 
him 3 But their oppoſition quite ſpoil'd the Game, 
and kept the Duke cf the Cuſhion, a Duke fill', 
fo Tryumphant wcre they in Power, Prudence ; 
and: Loyaltv. Whercforc to fatishe hjs reſtleſs re- 
ven yeful Spirit, the Duke ccas'd not; till he had 
got the old Major put out, and a new one E lc &t« 
£d, the Aldermen depos'd, and others et in their 
p'aces : Se little did their late Compliance , and 
humble Proccſhon , ayail them, v hile the Com-» 
monalty remain 1iifft, firm, and unſhaken, as well 
Lv the Dukcs power and greatneſs , as by hs 
Threats and - Menaces. He had pgain'd a great 
Aſcendent over the weak Kings aficions, but yet 
for all that could not ſway this Honourable City 
fo his Intereſts, and the Intereſt of bs, then pre- 
valent; Faction at Court, 

The-Citizens Loyalcy is plainly "EE beyond 
denial, in Couragiouſly adhering tothe Juſter claim 
ard -Title of the abus'd Nephew, and. preferring 
his Eirthright before the Pretenftions of his Unclez 
who, Ruling: the King and' thoſe about him) 
thovght alſo to have over-ru'd the: City too 
Their Prudence. is manitelt , in that they wiſely 
choſe to yield many things to the times, tor peace 
ſake, þu when neck and all was in danger, they 
wou!d:-n-t budg a: foot, nor ſtir one- ſiep further, 
to humour - all the Dukes in Kent or :Chrilten» 
dom: ; Neither is their power leſs conſpicuous, 
who not:cnly dar'd, but did oppoſe this high min+ 
gd Puke in phe: Days of his Yibble Gee 
lege: 4 ; an 
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4 BY and prov'd a match by far too hard for him. For 
1d in a thort time comes the News of the Old Kings 
4s lying at the point of Death, and preſently we have 
Nt the Londoners (ending the chicfe it, and worthiclt, 
th of their Citizens to the young Prince, and his 
Ie, Mother, then Reſident not far from the City, de- 
. ciarivg their ready minds, and good wills, to ac» 
P cept him for their true and Lawtul Ring, upon 
e- hi; Grand-Fathcrs Deceaſe, beleeching him, on 
id th: behalt of the Citizens, and City of London, 
te that he would have the City Recommended 
Ir to his good Grace, ſubmitting, tkem(clves only to 
ad h.s Rile , and bowing to his Will and Plcafure, 
—= under his Dominion to ſerve, in Word and Deed, 
ell as bzing known to be ſo much at his Devotion, 
1's 3s not only ready tv ſpend thcir Goods and E- 
at ltates tor his fake, but alſo to jeopard their lives 
«t in his behalf , as Stow expreſſes it in Fobn Phil» 
ty pots Oration , in the beginring of the lite and 
'&- Keign of King Richard the ſccond, who was thus 
{o undeniably ſetled in the Throne of his Forc- 
id Fathers, by the Citics apparent intereſt, and vi- 
m lible influence upon the Covncels of the Nation, 
Ng 1n that great turn and change of affairs, 
ol ' The Cicies power ſeems plainly demonſirated, 
m; glve me tacretore leave tobring one inſtance more 
0» of their wifdom, caution, and prudence in theſe 
ly dangcrous, becauſe unſetled , times, before I paſs 
ce on to othcr particulars. The young King being 
cy thus entred upon the Government, it was thought 
cr, good by the King , or thoſe about him, to have 
n+ lome care taken to accommodate former differ- 
us, enccs , eſpecially ſuch as had hapned between 
in this potent Duke and the more powerful- City. 
ur, Wherctore ſeycral perſons of Eminency were 
nd | | h ſpeedily 
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ſpeedily ſent to London, to ſalute the Citizens ins 
the new King's name, and acquaint them, how 
the Duke in all things had ſubmitted himſelf to 
the Kings will, C*twas time, for *tis certain he had 
Joſt the day, though not perhaps his high-tow'r- 
ing Ambition) and that they ſhould do ſo in like 
manner, and then the King would endeavour a 
Reconciliation to the City's honour and advan» 
tage. Fair words and large promiſes. But the 
worthy Citizens wcre not Birds to be caught with 
chaff, much leſs to be hamper'd in a Nooſe of 
their own making. They were for no Reſigna- 
tions it ſeems at Diſcretion, though to the dearcit 
Friend alive, They knew the King to be but 
young, and weak to help them in ſuch a trouble» 
ſome buſineſs, if they ſhould ſo heedleſly deſert 
their own Cauſe, and put the ſtaff out of their 
own hands, by their own Conſent. They had ene» 
mies enough (till, they might think, at Court, as 
long as the Duke was there, and his flattering fa- 
vourites, who might potlibly over-rule at leaſt, (if 
not over-aw) the King to their prejudice, ſhould 
they render all they had at pleaſure into his hand, 
by their own voluntary Ad& and Deed, when as 
they knew them(clves well able to defend their li- 
bertics and properties in a legal way, without ha» 
zarding them upon ſo intire a ſubmiſſion, as was 
Tequired, without Reſerve, Wherctore, upon con- 
ſulcation, this Medium was at length found out, 
that if the noble perſons, ſent to them with that 
meſſage, would be bound to the Citizens, that 
their ſubmitſion ſhould not redound to the tems» 
poral loſs or bodily harm of any Citizen, or pre- 
judice of their City, they would gladly obey the 
King's Commandment. This thoſe eminent perſons 
of 
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of quality undertook by Oath, and upon their 
Knighthood 7 And fo, upon this ſurety, away go the 
Citizens to Court, and being ſoon brought before 
the King, beſought him (as the Annaliſt words 
it), to reform the peace betwixt the Duke and 
them , affirming that they were ready in all 
things to ſubmic themſelves unto his will and 
pleature, not as though they confeſſed they had 
made any fault againft the Duke, (conſider this ) 
but as men that came at this time for the benchet 
of peace, and honour, as well to the King, as the 
Duke, to pacihe the hearts, and mitigate the plea» 
ſure of both. That this was thcir intent is evi» 
dent enough from their own requeſt before made 
to the King, that he would vouchſafe to make a 
good and profitable end of this diſcord. For 
that they tear*'d not the Duke, is moſt certain from 
the precedent paſſages, and that they were all of a 
ſuddain fallen deeply in love with him and his par- 
ty, I can hardly believe. No, no, They love the 
Nephcw too well, to dote upon the Uncle 3 and 
may they always be ſo minded upon a good ac- 
count, The Citizens having thus prudently 
(though we ſee not without great caution) re» 
terr'd themſelves to the King, the Duke readily ac- 
cepted of this form of peace (as not hoping poſſt- 
bly for fuch an other opportunity, nor expeRing 
ſo honourable Cor:ditions a ſecond time, if xefus'd 
the firſt), and upon his knees became Interccfſor 
to the King, to take the cauſe in hand under the 
form by the Londoners expreſſed, and fo a Re- 
conciliation was made between theſe two conteſt» 
ing Partics, the Duke with an Oath p:omilmg 
them his friendſbip for the future, and in token 
thercof beſiowing a kiſs of peace vpon cach of 
them 
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chem before the King at the ſame time : Wheres' 


upon the Citizens return'd home with joy and 
gladneſs, rejoycing that the Duke was brought to 
fuch humility, who a little before had, in great 
Pride, demanded of them, for his favour, an hun+ 
dred Hogſheads of Wine, and an infinite number 
of precious Stones. So great a value did this high» 
flown Duke ſet upon his grace and favour, till 
the Citizens of this honourable City, by their pow- 
er and prudence, had brought down his haughty 
{pirit a Peg or two lower : and that viſibly coo, 
For we don't find him, as ambitious as he ll 
continued, fo openly aſpiring to Englands Crown 
tor the future, how (ucceſsfully ſocver his Son 
made a Rape thereon at the end of this Princes 
Reign, under the pretence of I know not what 
hidden right accruing to him from his Mother, 
We read indecd, I confcfs, in Cotton's Abridgment 
of the Records, that, in the ſeventeenth ot this 
King, the Earl of Arundel laid ſeveral things tothe 
Dukes charge, as not honourable for the King to 
{uſfer in him, nor fit for him to do, being a Sub» 
je, as that he went Armin Arm with the King 
and his Men wear the ſame Livery the Kings 
did, (which ſeems to ſhew much of Arrogancy, 
and Ambition, to ſay no more ) bclides ſome 'other 
Objections, but herein he was (© far juſtihed by 
the King himſelf , that the Earl was ordered to 
crave the Dukes Pardon in full Parliament, ina 
certain form of words appointed him. In Stows 
Annals alſo we meet with an Accuſation brought 
agiinithim, in the icventh of this Kings Reign, 
ending to prove his intcat and deſign ſuddainly 
to oppreſs the King, and take upon himſelt the 


Kingdom, but it {cems little notice was wm 
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of it by the King himſelf, who was to have loſ 


moſt, had it been attempted Succeſsfully, and 
doubtleſs as little believ'd 3 otherwiſe ſurely the 
Schedule , containing the wime , place, and other 
Circumſtances , had not been preſently delivercd 
into the Dukes hands, nor the accuſer committed at 
his requeſt to the charge of his near Kinſman, 
nor the occaſion of his violent Death fo little 
inquired into afterwards. The Duke was not fo 
powerful , nor ſo great a Terror, but the City 
was as well able till to deal with him , and 
his whole party , and make as vigorous oppo- 
lition, as ever , in defence of their Soveraign 
Lord the King , if occaſion ſhould have offered it 
ſelf This we have reaſon to believe was known 
in thoſe days to all the Nation, much more to 
the Duke himſelf, from former experience, who 
therefore may be. ſuppos'd not any more to have 
aſpir'd openly , whatever ſecret fires of Ambi- 
tion lay hidden within his breaſt z whether or 
no he delign'd and attempted ought by un- 
ſcen Plots and Confpiracics, I. leave to the Judi» 
cious Reader to believe or not, -as he pleaſes, with- 
out (peaking. to or for in the caſe. Belides the 
decree of an over-ruling Providence , Common 
equity in liding with what was reputed the juſter 
title, natural humanity in defending the young 
and weak, and a well grounded affetion to the 
Prince , for his Father and Grand-Fathers ſake , 
(one the famous Black Prince , the other 
the Glorious Edward the third their King and 
Sovereign, ) we may Fonclude the generality of 
the Citizens had the greater averſion to the Duke 
and his fation, becauſe he was a known favourer 
of Wickliff and his Doctrines, (whether on a goo! 
AC+ 
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account or only out of any Ambitious Deſign, þ 
ſhall not determine in this place ) and { look 
upon perhaps as little better than another Fulia 
the Apoſiate, For we are to know, that Lon 
dons Religion, and conſcquently the Nations, was 
at that time Popiſh, and the generality of the 
People in Town and Country Romes Votaries, 
who had Wickiiffs DoQrine in as great deteſtati- 
on then, under the Notion of Hereſy, as we Pro+ 
teſtants have it now in eſteem, under the Seal and 
aſſurance of Truth. As indeed for many of the 
ages paſt, from our ever-bleſſed Saviours Birth, 
through which I have drawn the thread of this 
diſcourſe , and under the ſucceeding Kings , for 
above an hundred years, Popery continued the 
National Religion, under the power and prev 
lency of which petſwaſion was the body of the 
Citizens bred up, who prov'd fo famous in theit 
Generations for their powerful influence on the 
grand concerns of the Nation, in every conlider- 
able turn and change of the times before the Re- 
formation : And when Engl2nd- was made hap- 
Py with this bleſſed -alteration, the Cities Power, 
Strength, and Eſteem remain'd the fame in 
fe, asever , the change of her Religion intro: 
ducing no change therein , unleſs for the b-trer, 
ſhe encreaſing proportionably in every age 
Wealth, Riches and Honour, as the Nation grey 
ſtronger and ſtronger: And Rtill continues as wh 
ſibly conſpicuous under Proteſtantiſm, as before un» 
der the Romith Faith; a thing caſy to be demon 
ſtrated in due time and place, | 

How influential the Cities aRions were 'upot 
the Nations affairs, and her Love advantagion 


to the Orphan Prince, in ſecuring his Claim, 
Right, 
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Right , and Title to the Crown in his Grand- 
Fathers life time , and ſctling him quietly on the 
Throne at his Death , in ſpight of all: the oppo- 
ſition, the deep deſigns, and daring Spirit ot his 
Aſpiring Uncle, Fobn of Gawnt , and his faction 
could make, when they had got the reigns of pyb- 
lick Government into their own hands, through 
the Old Kings Connivance, hath been the ſub 
jc of ſeveral of the aforegoing pages. The next 
thing of courſe falling under preſent confiderati- 
on is to: obſerve, how this Honourable City of 
London bchav*d her ſelf, after ſhe had lent her 
aſſiſtance to raiſe this Young Prince , from the 
meanneſs of a Subje&, to the Royal Dignity and 
Grandeur of a King, under the Name of. Richard 
the Second 3 what place ſhe held in his affeQions, 
and of what cſfieem in the; eyes of all-the reſt of 
the people. But, where ſhall I begin, and when 
ſhall I end ?- Sooner may F be wearied with read» 
ing, and tir'd with writing, than fail of matter 
to exerciſe. my Pen, {o copious is my: Subje&t and 
ſo fult of Variety. For, in my ſearches. into the 
Hiſtories of this Kings Reign, I find_ it plain toa 
demonſiration, that the City carricd a great ſway , 
amongſt all Ranks and Degrees, from: .the Prince 
to the Subject, from the King, the Supream,, to 
his ſubordinate Magiſtrates , and Minifters, and 
was highly Honour'd , Rever'd, and Reſpected 
among the Nobility, Gentry , and Commonalty 
of the Land , both in the calm of peace, and the 
boiſterous ſtorms of civil diſtraQtions. 

I begin tirſt with the 'Honourable Houſe of 
Commons , the known repreſentative. of the 
Commons 'of England, and concerning them ob- 


ſerve, cout of Sir Robert Cotton's exatt Abridg” 
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ment of the Records in the Tower, revis'd by Wil** 
liam Prynne E(q;, that, in the tirſt Parliament of 
this King in his feſt year, among other Petitions" Y » 
of the Commons ,” there is to be found one parti» W 
cular diviſion ,*under the Title of Petitions for ci 
the City of London, -wherein the Houſe of Com: a1 
mons become expreſs Petitioners ( fo great wis |} |i 
the Cities influence over their Debates, and (6 be 
high a reſpe& had chey for her )) to the King for | *! 
many contiderable Grants in favour of the Citi» $( 
zens, and to them very advantagious and benefi- C3 
cial : As that all their Libertics may be confirmd Þ}} ©! 
with a Non objtante ; That they attend upon no ©} Ul 
Commandment of any of the Kings Officers, but th 
only at the Kings Sute, Sealed with the Great of | in 
Privy Seal, except the Kings Juſtices; according -&} it 


. © to their Charter : That they ſhall by themſelves en- 


quire of Cuſtoms and impolitions hapniig or ariſ- | Cc 
ing within the City : That the Major and Cham- |} 20 
berlain for the time being (hall have the keeping of |} 1v« 
the City Orphans Lands and Goods 3 | No ſmall ad- 
vantage in thoſe times, when the Court of Wardy' by 
was in being, and greatly beneficial Rilt\”by rea+ ©} 14 
{on of the' Deceits many poor Orphans meet with 
from Cheating,or Inſolvent Guardiansand Trultees, {cy 
whereas the City's ſecurity is unqueſtionable and F ©: 
her Credit not in the leaſt to be doubted of: Þ} * 
That the Interpretation of any word or Sentence | Cl 
toaching their {aid Liberties, which may ſeverally £ 1 
be raken, may be taken according to the intent I thc 
and Claim of the ſaid Citizens - That the City I} £1: 
may enjoy all ſuch Lib2rtics as any other Town I Pi! 
in the Realm, if they have any other than the Ci» I © | 
tizens havez That no protcion Royal be” allowed 
in Debt, Acconnt or Treſpaſs, wherein a Freeman 
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of Londin is ten- pounds, with ſeveral othets : By 
the Anſwers whereunto we fihd the Kings Will 
was, that the Citizens ot London ſhould in no 
wiſe be reſtrained of ariy of their Liberties or ah+ 
cient cuſtoms 2pprov'd 7 Such as wete moſt ufcful, 
and advantagious at the- preſent time , were by 
his Majeſty grantcd , and it any' appear to have 
been denyed, the denyal ſecms rathct tonditiort« 
al, than plain ard diit& jn down -right tertns: ' 
So cautious was the King, im his Anſwers, fo 
catetul not to difpleaſe this poweriul Coporatt- 
oh, and ſo well advifd, as not to: ſhew himſelf 
Ungrateful at his Arti” coming to- the Crown; to# 
thoſe, who had ſo Cordially erewhile eſpougs'd his 
intereſt, and ſo floutly defended His (cauſe but &* 
little betore. | | 

In the {ixth of this' King, at the requeſt of the 
Cotrimons the Abridgment tells us, it was ens 
ated , that the City of London fhould enjby all 
ſuch Liberties, as they 'had in the time ot Kin 
Edward the third, or as were to them confirm? 
by the King now and that Vieuallers patticu- 
larly. ſhould be junder the Mayors -Rule , and 
have no particular ,libertics by themſelves. In the 
{cventh we find it among the Commons Petitions 
ehat-d, that che Citizens of Lofdon thall enjby 


- all their whole Libcrtics whatſocver , with this 


Clauſe, licet wfi non fuertnt, vel abifi fuerunt, nots 
withitanding any Statute ro the Cuntrary. Whes 
ther then *cis potſible for any Corporate hoy , 
endowed with fo tranſcendent Priviledges by the 
publicx Act ard Deed of the known Legiflators 
of the Lahd , to torfcit and Jofe them all ut 2 
ſudden , Judge ye: At the fame time we reatl of 
a grant tnade by the ſame Anthority , th2e the 
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Mayor and Aldermen ſhould take no other Oath 
in the Exchequer ,' than they did in the time of 


King Edward the third. How carctul were the 
Commons, do we ſce inthis Age, to prevent the 
Citizens from being enflav'd in cither their Bodies 
or their Souls ? They ſha'nt be impos'd upon, by 
their good Wills, in ſomuch as an Oath , much 
leſs have Creeds, Articles and Oaths, by the 
dozens thruſt upon them to Swear and ſubſcribe 
to, In the ſame year we have the Commons pes» 
titioning the King again in the Cities behalf, (fo 
Sollicitous were they for her good and welfare” } 
T'aat free choice may be made of the moſt able men 
for Aldermen, as weil of ſuch as were the year 
bcfore, as of. others yearly, See we here the 
Houſe of Commons pleading for a free choice, an 
Election without diſturbance, threats, or menaces, 
and that particalar Citizens ſhould not be ims+ 
pos'd- upon , nor overaw'd : And it they had 
formcrly choſen good Men , and found them fo 
by expericnce, that they . ſhould not be oblig'd 
next ycar' to paſs them by, and chooſe others, 
ſuch as pofibly 1night prove friends to them the 
backward way,and over tha Icft ſhoulders. The E- 
le&ors might pick and chooſe as they pleaſe, which 
is the benefit | of a frce Election. And as the 
Commons pray, fo the King grants, as long as 
there is good Government in the City thereby, 
What could be dctlir'd more? As long as the Al- 
dermen were lyable to be pafſs'd by every year, as 
well as the Common-Council-Men, *tis very uns 
likely that they ſhould diſpleaſe the City , much 
leſs thwart and contradi&t the Common voice of 
her Citizens for a few ſprinklings of Court Holy- 


Watez. Obſerve, this was at the Parliament held 
at 
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at Salisbury, ſome ſcores of Mil-s from London, vet 
'twas not the diſtance of place ti:at conld breed di- 
ſtance of affetion. Rromove the national aſſes 
bly to the other end of the Land, to th* utmoſt 
Coaſts of Great Brittian, yet Lordons Name reach» 
es thither, *Tis not the place that makes ouf 
Wetminſter Conventions fo mindful of her , but 
her Merit, her Power, her Intt::cnce, the reſpect 
and eftecm they have for her Glory, Honour and 
Renown, to fee her ever continue , the fixt uns 
movable Defendreſs of the Protettant Religion, uns 
der the Defender of the Faith. 

In the Ninth, the Commons require, at the pe- 
tition of the Mayor and Commonalty of London, 
that the Patent lately made to the Conſtable of 
the Tower may be. Revok'd. The reaſon is plain, 
"twas prejudicial to the City, to have the Vidtu- 
als brought to her, upon her dcarcſt and beſt be-+ 
loved Thames, made to pay Toll and Cuſt»m tg 
arother, How Glorious and Gracious. mult we 
needs think that City to be in the peoples 
Eyes, when we find their Repreſentatives, not 
once nor twice, but fo conſtantly, almoſt at every 
turn, plcading, her Cauſe, vindic:ting her Liberties, 
and afferting her Rights And theſe we know are 
part of the Legitlativ® power». A genera! act of 
Oblivion is a Royal Grant not <vcry day befo v'd 
upon the Subject, and a ggace not often obtata'd 


without much importunity and infereeflion, We 
have reaſon tlicretore to bli-ve tie Londoners 
look't uzon it as no (ſmall favour, that a: the 


Common's requett the King granted a P-rdon to 
the Citizens of London, ia the ©ieventh of his 
Reign, of all Treaſoas, Felonies, - 1d otacy offens 
cs of loſs of life, For 1» Pardons run, wactl;<r che 
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parties were guilty of ſuch crimes and delinquences, . 


or not 3 and *tis a ſalvo that Wiſe men diſdain not 
ſometimes to make ule of, and why ſhould they nor, 
unleſs a Pardon mnt of neceflity imply a Crime ? 

We have heard how carcful the Houſe of Coms 
mons were, under this King, to ſccure the Cities 
Liberties, aſcertain her Rights, detcnd her Privi- 
ledges, and keep off encroachments, that ſhe mighr 
not be abus'd nor impos'd on: Let me next have 
leave, before I paſs forwards, to give a hint or 
two to intimate, how ready the Commons were 
to freethe City from Annoyances, in order both 
to the Citizens health and the Cities Ornament , 
that nothing offenſive, cither to the Eyes or the 
Noſtrils, might be found therein. *Tis to be fcen 
EnaQed , among the Commons Petitions in the 
fixteenth of this King , that all the filth upon 
Thames ſide, ina certain place there mentioned, be 
utterly remov'd againſt a ſhort time particular- 
iz'd : That the Butchers of London build con- 
venient Houſes, to hold whatſocver they had 
Roiſome in their Calling, thence in due time to be 
carricd in Boats into the middle of the Thames at 
high-water, there to be calt at it's beginning to 
Ebb, ſo to be born away with the Tide. And 
that no Rubbiſh or the like be caſt into Thames 
betwecn Weſtminſter and the Tower on a conlidcr- 
able forfeiture. Small flight trivial matters ſome 
may haply think theſe to be, and not worth per- 
hapsa remark; Yet to me it ſcems a manifeit {gn 
of the Citizens care and eſteem , the Houſe of 
Commons reſpec for them, and the influence the 
City had upon thcir dcbates, that they ſhew'd 
themſelves ſo willing and ready, at all times, to 
take into more c{pecial confideration the _— 
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and minuteſt things, ſo it came recommended to 
them from the City of Londap, or appeared in their 
Eyes advantagious to her Inhabitants : And-that 
theſe had an equal ſhare in making Laws with 
the Lords, or even with the King himſelf, isas 
evident as the ſhining of the Sun in a hot Sum» 
mers-day. 

From the Commons let us paſs to the King 
and Lords joyntly confider'd. For the eftecm the 
Lords had for the City , when lookt upon 
as ſingle in themſfelyes , and not expreſly united 
with the King, may beſt be fhewn either when 
we come to touch upon the Civil diſtractions of 
theſe times, whereof the whole Nation were 
partakers, or the more immediate afflitions of the 
City in particular, (as fome we may be ſure they 
had in a General Deluge of miſerics ) my Subject 
being as yet principally of Proceedings and Tran- 
{actions carried on in a Parliamentary way, that is 
or ought to be, in meekne(s and calmnefs. What f 
have chiefly to obſcrve here is in plain words out 
of the Abridgment of the Records Relating to 
the Parliament of the ſeventcenth of this King, 
where we read it enacted , that it is not the 
Kings meaning or intent , 'nor meaning of the 
Statute made in the twenty cighth of Edward the 
third, (touching Errors and mifpriſions in the 
City of London) that the Mayors, Sheriffs and Al- 
dermen of London, that now are, heretofore have 
been, or hercafter (hall bz, ſhould incur, or bear 
the pain contained in the ſaid Statute, for any er* 
roneous Judgment given, or to be given in the 
{aid City. This is one of the three Adts there 
noted, to be enactcd by the King, by the aſſent 
of the Lords only : And theretore makes good my 
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aſſertion of thereſpc ſhewn the City by the King 1 
ard Lords. as may bemade to appear more obs. : 


vious by giying the Reader the ſubſtance of the 
forecited Statute”, ſtill to be ſeen , among the 
Printed Statutes, in the twenty cighth of Edward 
the third, Chaptcr tenth, where we find it ordain'd 
and eſtabliſhed, that the Mayor , Sheriffs and Als 
dermen, which have the Governance of the City 
of London, ſhall cauſe to be redrefled and corretted 
the dcfaults errors and mifprifions above named , 
and the ſame duly puniſh from time to time upon a 
certain Pain : Thatisto ſay, at the firſt default a 
thouſand Marks tv the King, and at the ſecond 
defaule two thouland Marks , and at the third 
default that the Franchiſe and Liberty of the City 
be taken into the Kings hand : And it is likewiſe 
enacted, that enquirics ſhall be made of theſe de. 
faul:s by Enquefis of people of theſe Forreign Couns 
ties, Kent, Eſſex, Suſſex, Hertford, Buckingham and 
Berks : And the receiving and exccution of the 
Writs, as wc!! Originals as Judicials, is commits* 
tcd to the Conſtable of the Tower, or his Licu- 
tenant, in place of the Sheriffs of London 3 fo runs 
the Statute ;: Whence occation might ſeem lixely 
enough to be taken, one time or other , by the 
Citics dcf;,-ning adverſarics, to HeAor the Mayor 
Shcriffs and Aldcrmen into compliance, by threat- 
ping to tue that Actupon them, or opportunity 
eiven (0 treacherous tricnds, ( foltcr'd within her 
Walls, bred up under the ſhadow of her wings, 
rais'd and enrich'd through the benefit of her 
Franchiſes and Priviledges , and crept into Aus 
thority: by the overflowings of ber favour ) for 4 
lick or twoat the publick hony-pot, wilfully to ins 
Fur the foxricitures, that hcx Liberties might be 
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ſKiz'd, and her good old Charter , as far as in 
them lies, wholly loſt. But ſuch an Honourable 
reſpect had both the King and his Nobles at that 
ſeaſon for this molt deſerving City, and fo glori- 
ous appear'd ſhe in their Eyes, that they feem in 
a manner refoly'd, as well as highly defirous ac- 
cording to their power, to prevent the very pol- 
libility of ſuch ill conſequences by this favourable 
interpretation , that after-ages might not rue for 
the overſights of former times, if they could help it, 
For this rather looks like an explanation of the Sta- 
tute than a Repcal,an Act Declaratory of their good 
Will and intentions, more than a reſult ot the 
whole Legiſlative power of the Nation here being 
only the King and his Lords affent mcntion'd, and 
not a word of the Commons. And yet poſſibly 
this Declaration may amount to little lefs than a 
vertual, tho not a formal repeal, it it be joyntly 
conſider'd with what hath been before related, 
in the ſeventhof this Kings Reign, concerning the 
Clauſe, licet ufi non fxerunt, vel abuſi fuerunt , not« 
withſtanding any Statute to the contrary, to be 
found enacted among the Commons Petitions of 
that year, in favour of the Cities Libertics. So 
that upon this account we find Authority in 
every part of it concurring in the point. And that 
it was in favour of the City in General, as well 
aS in behalf of particular perſons, is plain from 
the ſenſe and tubftance of the original Statute, 
and the conf{cquential adjuns thereto belonging. 
But it any one {hall think this concluſion will not 
Clearly follow from the premiſes , I don't think 
but I am able to prove it undeniably ( as to the 
part at leaſt of ſeveral of the Lords) from Statute 


Law: Asſirong an aſſurance, as we Englith-men 
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can. expe, as being the boundary of our Lives 
and Liberties, and giving us the ſecurity of all we 
enjoy, (r can properly call our own. The Sta- 
ture is to be found in the hiylt of Henvy the fourth, 
Chauptcr 15th. where atter a recital ot the befores 
mcntion'd Statute of 25 Edward 3. ( though 
through a miſtake or miſprint,- it is faid there to 
to be made in the ſeven and twentieth year) we 
tind as tollows3 * Our Lord the King conlidering 
* the good and lawful behaviour oft the Mayor, She» 
© rifts, and Aldermien,and all the Commonalty ot the 
© City ot London towards him, and thexctore willing 
*to caſe and n.itigate the Penalty aftorclaid by tae 
© Aſlent of rhe Loxds Spiritual and Temporal, ang 
© of the Commons aforcſaid, hath ordaincd and e- 
* ſtabliſhegd, that the penalty aforcſaid, as well of 
© the thouſand Marks, and of the two thouſang 
* Marks, and of thc Scifure of the Franchiſes com» 
© priſcd in the ſame Statute, ſhall pot be limitcd ina 
© certainty, but that the Penalty in this Caſc be by 
* the advice and diſcretion of the Julticcs thereto al- 
ſigned. To mitigate it doubt!cff, not inhance it at 
teaſure, to ruin paxticular perſons and annihilate 
the City's Libertics, by pretending the loſs of hgr 
Charter. 
How reſpeftful King, Lords and Commons, ia 
Parliament afſembPd, ſhew'd thenu(cives to this hoy 
nourable City hath bcen ſufficiently declar'd, prov'd, 
avd made manifcti, I preſume, already in the tore- 
going Relation. Let vs now call off our Meditas 
tions trom this particular point, and fix our thoughts 
upon an other Argunicnt, highly demonſtrative of 
the City's power, Cxawa from no leſs uncouth a 
Topick than - tumults and diſorders, inſurrections 
and Outrages of unruly pcople, There have 
2 paſs' 
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paſgd an At of Pailiament in the fourth of this 


. King, to impower him to Collect and Gather 


Poll money throughout the Land, and many ex« 
ations thereupon, and incivilitics being commit- 
ted by the new Collc&ors and other Officers, 
(ſome of the Courtiers having procur'd the Kings 
Commiſſions for a review, and a more exa@Q Col 
I:Rion, under the notion of the Kings being 
cheated and defrauded through the unfaithfulneſs 
of his former Tax gatherers) the Commons thought 
themſclves fo abus'd and: oppreſs'd, that in many 
places they took Counſel together to make refiſt- 
ance, and in ſeveral Countics afſembl:d themſelves 
in great numbers, to the no {mall diſturbance of 
the Land. Amongſt theſe the Commons of Kent 
and Eſſex are rcckon'd the greateſt bodies, gather 
cd together under ſich heads, as Wat Tyler, Fack, 
Straw, and the like obſcure Fellows, Theſe we find 
quickly coming to London, where they ſoon obtain 
entrance,” notwithltanding the Mayors intended op- 
polition, and then quickly carry all before them, 
behead whom they thought goad, do what they 
would, burn great mens Palaces at their Pleaſure, 
the Gates of the Tower are ſet open to them, the 
King rides to'm in tear, unarm'd, and ill guarded, at 
their ſending for, and grants them as large Char- 
ters as they defired, none of his Courtiers daring 
to oppole or relift their InſoJencics, ſo that they 
ſcem to have had all things for a ſmall ſcaſon un- 
der their fole Power, Dirc&iun, and Command, as 
remaining Maſters of the Field, without a ſiroak 
liricken by any oppolite Party : ſuch a terrour did 
their numbers and boldneſs ftrike into mens minds 
at the tirſt, and fo effetual was their ſucceſs in 
gctting within the Walls of London : cither through 
the 
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the joynt affiſtance of many Commons thcre {n+ 


habiting, or elſe rather underthe repute of hay- 
ing the whole City at their beck, But when the 
firtt brunt was over, and it was vitible, that the 
greateſt. beft, and moſt of the Citizens poyn'd not 
with the Country Commons, to approve or abet 
them in tieir furious outrages and violences, the 
tide was ſoon turn'd, and deliverance brought, 
. both to the King and Court, by the cow 
rage of this Loyal City. The Mayor him- 
ſelf, as their Head, made the firlt open begin» 
ning, was ſcconded by his Brethren the Aldermen, 
and quickly followed by the worthy Citizens, 
He being a man of great boldneſs, by the Kings 
permithon, firſt arreſted, and afterwards grievoul- 
ly wounded one of the chieteft of the Rebells, 
Jack Straw, faith Fabian, Wat Tyler, ſaith Stow, to 
the great encouragement of thoſe about the King, 
(among whom this Arch Rebel receiv*'d his death) 
and daunting of the Rebellious Commons z to 
which valiant Decd the City is indebted tor Wal- 
worths Dagger, ſome ſay, inſerted upon this Ac+ 
count in her Coat of Arms. After this Act away 
Tides the Mayor with one Servant only (the Anni. 
lit tel] us). into the. City, and crying out to the 
Citizens to come ſpeedily. to the Kings afſiſtance, 
raiſes a conſiderable ftrength, who well arm'd, un- 
der the leading of Sir Robert Knowles, came in good 
time into the Field, where the King was, amon 
the tumultucus Commons, not ſo well attended, 
but that the uncxpe&ed coming of the Mayor, 
and the armed Citizens, is cxpreſly ſaid to have 
caus'd rejoycing in the minds of the King, and 
thoſe few Knights and Eſquircs then about him 
and the Ifſue acquaints us with the great conſe- 
| quence 
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quence hereaf, when we read of the Commons 
throwing down their weapons immediately. falling 
alſo themſelves upon the ground, and beleeching 
pardon, who but a. little betore gloried, that they 
had the Kings life in their own power, and fo pof- 
ſibly might have continued boaſting, had not the 
Citizens thus rous'd up themſelves to the Kings 
relief, and timely diſpers't theſe ({editious Rioters 
in the midſt of thcir infultinz Pride. That This 
was a piece of Loyalty, as well as valour, molt 
timcly and \(calonably ſhewn, 1s evident, from the 
great influence what was but barely done at Lon» 
don, though without London's conſent, had upon 
the Countrey. For from the Annaliſt we are give 
en to underſtand, that there were the like Inſur- 
reCtions in Suffolk, and Norfolk, and in cxpreſs words 
cold, that theſe overthrew Houſes and Mannors of 
grcat Men, and of Lawyers, flew the Students of 
the Law, &c. according, to the manner of them at 
London, having, for their Captain an ungracious 
Prieſt, nanid Fohn Wraw, who had becn at London 
juit before, bad ſeen what was done there, and 
came thence with Inſtructions from IVat Tyler. So 
that what's done in the City is very likely to be 
imitated in the Countrcy, A diſorderly Rout of 
people were got together round about and within, 
the City, and committed many unſufferable Out- 
rages, and ſeveral parts of the Country were rc» 
{oly'd to follow the Faſhiop, and do the like. The 
Citizens courage quePd *theſe Tumultuous Com- 
mons in London, and then they were quickly ſup» 
preſs'd, we hear, in other Places, Then had the 
King reaſon to reward the Mayor, and ſeveral Al- 
dermen, with the honour of Knighthood and other 
fecompences, and time to afſcnible an Army of his 

f Loyal 
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Loyal Friends and Subje&s at London, to guard him, 
till the Principals of theſe diſperſed Rebels were 
brought to condign Puniſhment by Law, which 
was quickly done, tharks to the worthy Londo. 
ners, who had thus vigorouſly alerted the Kings he 
Right, defended his Reyalty, reſcued his Perſon, ; 
and regained him the exerciſe of his Kingly Power, | 
we!l near loſt before, through the Rebellionof || ** 
his wmeaner Commons, and cowardly Fainthearted- 
neſs of his Courtiersz Men it .ſeems that could Ac 
ſpeak big at the Council-board. and talk high upon p 

the Bench, under the ſhelter of the Kings Authori- 2 
ty but when they were to comic into the Field of Tt 
War, to fight for their Prince, they prov'd meer 


Courtiers, all words and no deeds. The Citizens T 
werethe Men of valour. They lay ſtill, the King 


was like to be undone, and the Court ruin'd. They 
appear*d to oppoſe the vaunting Enemies, they Pe 
fled before them, and the King regain'd his 
pale — the 

Thisone famous City, the terror of her Enemies, hir 
the joy of her Friends, cooperates in the grand F x, 
turns andchanges of affairs in the Brittiſh world, " 
or el{e ſuch attempts, for the moſt part at lealt,it not 
always, prove vain, fruirleſs, and infigniticant, 
And where's the wonder of this ? The whole City, G 
as a compact Body with Strength and Beauty htly Þ 
unitcd, may well be eſteemed molt amiable, and 
counted highly powerful, fince the is to be adraired Ra 
for the goodneſs and greatneſs (under which com. & » | 
prehend the large Riches, Power and Spirit ) of 
particular Citizens incorporated into Her, Forthe F , - 
firlt, let me inſtance in the commendable diligence F ». 
of her Mayor Adam Baume, who, upon a very q 
ercat ſcarcity of Corn in the aftcenth of this King, 
pro* 
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vidently took care to have . Corn brought to 
London from forreign Parts, to the rcliet of the 
whole Realm 3 and add hereunto the Charity of the 
Aldermen, who, for the furthcrance of ſo good a 
Work, laid out each of them a ſum ot mony, in 
5 Þf thoſe days very conſiderable, to the fame purpoſe, 


MF and bcfiow*d the Corn thus procur'd in convenient 
T, places, where the Poor might buy at an appointed 
2 price, and fuch, as had no ready mony, upon Sure- 


* | ty to pay the year following, beſides the common 
1d AR of the Mayor and Citizens in taking two thous 
MN} fand Marks out of the Orphans Cheſt in Guildhall 


I | for the ſame intent. In Proof of the later, viz. 
of F The Greatneſs, Riches, Power and Spirit of par- 
I Þ ticular Citizens, I challenge all the Cities in the 
as } world beſides, to ſhew me ſuch another Example, 
F. as that of John Philpot Citizen of London, the Ci- 


tizens Orator to this King in the beginning of his 
co Reign, who in the ſecond year, obſcrving the 
R young Kings inability, the Nobles negle&, and 

the opprefſions of the poor Commons z voluntarily 
© | hird Souldiers with his own mony, rig'd out a 
nd Fleet at his own charge, and hazarded his own 


d, Perſon, to detend the Realm from Pirares, Robbers, 
= and incurſions of Encmics,and therewith ſuccefsfule 


ly took in a Tittle time Mercer :the Scot with all his 
Ys Ships, which he had before violently taken from 
w Searborow, and fifteen Spaniſh Ships befides laden 
2 *with much Riches, which came to his Aid. Can 
© | Romeher (elf (hew inc a like Parallcl ? As for the 
py Fabij, they were a whote Family among the Patri» 
be clans, and Craſſus himſclt a great Magitirate in the 
| heigth of that Common-wealths Grandcur amidit 
Equals and Interiors, whereas this publick-fpirited 
Perſon liy'd till a Subject, under a limited Moe 
KAiſe 
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narchy, none of the greateſt nor the ſtrongeſt then 


in the World: This noble Act ſome would have 
thought thould have deſerved great praiſe and com» 
mendation ,” and {o it had among the Common 
People, but among the great Lords and Earls it 
met with Reproach and DetraCtion,as being a mani- 
feſt reproofof their carcleſneſs and negligence, and 
he himſelf was endanger'd thereby, they ſpeaking 
openly againſt it, as done unlawfully without the 
Councel of the King and his Realm, though his de. 
ſign could not bedenyed to have bcen very honelt in 
the general. Had he ſuffered for that unpreſidens 
ted Act, becauſe it was deficient in ſome formali- 
ties required by Law, the Stateſmen of the times, 
therein inſirumental, without all peradventure had 
appeared as odious in the Eycs of the Commong, 
_ as ſome of the chick Epiſcopal Clergy-men, in a 
Proteſtant Country, within the Memory of Man, 
would have made themſelves obnoxious to the 
Peoples Cenſure, ſhould they have publickly burnt 
Vindicie Pietatis, i, e« a Vindication of Godlincſs 
from the imputation of folly and fancy, { which I 
have heard intimated as if thought of )) becauſe it 
wanted ſuch an Imprimatur as the Law demanded, 
and was writ poſſibly by an Author not altogether 
Epiſcopal in his declared Judgment. 

But to paſs on, It ſuch were the ſupcremient and 
ſupercrogating Acts of particular Citizens ſo many 
Ages ago, to what an height of Wealth, Great- 
neſs and ſplendor muſt we needs think the City to 
have arriv*d at this day,ſome Centurics of years fince 
that time ? If ten thouſand Pounds was a Mayors 
Eſtate heretofore, we may give a ſhrew'd guels at 
the Citics advancement and encreale in Riches fince, 


now that the fame is made the limited fum, for 
the 
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the Citizens to ſwear themſelves not worth , who 
defire to. avoid the chargeable Honour , and Hos 
nourable charge, of the Shrievalry. Nay, to goa 
ſtep or two turther , now adays we find her 
Sheriffs Revenue commonly 'reputed at double 
the value , and others of her Citizens thought 
able to number their thouſands by ſcores. What 
if I had alſo added, that ſome are eſteem'd fo 
wealthy, as not to know an cn4 of their Riches ? 
Certainly ſuch , if any, muli needs come under 
the denomination of men vaſtly rich in worldly 
gouds, So that. this glorious and Triumphant 
City ſeems in many things able to vy with, if not 
out-vy, the Quondam Miltreſs of the World, Rome 
her ſclf, She exceeds her in Antiquity, as being 
founded (in Fabian's Compute) above four hun- 
dred years betoxe her, and hath this advantage of 
her now , that whereas Rome is confeſt and ac» 
knowledged to be in the wane of her power ard 
Greatneſs, both as to her Civil and Ecclchialtical 
Authority, London {ill continues on the riling hand. 
Rome *tis viſible hath ſufter'd a conliderable dimis 
nution, as to her former extent and Jurisdiction, 
in both capacitics, whether ſhe be lookt upon, as, 
once head of the world, or row pretended head 
of the Church, but London plainly appears to be 
dayly getting ground both in Fame and Reputa «= 
tion, as well as building: And whercto ſhe may 
come in time, belongs toa Prophet not an Hiftoris 
an to declare. She is already become the Fam'd Mc 
tropolis of this our little World , and Kome was 
but Empreſs in a greater : Neither was ſhe anczr 
ſo influential over the greateſt part of that, how 
much ſoever thercot the had under her Dominion, 
as London is known to bc at preſent over all 
ours, | fa - 
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Having thus ſhewn the influence this Honours 
able City ghad upon the. Commons of this 
Land in- Peace and amidſt tumultuous difor- 
ders, and the great reſp«& both King and No- 
bles in Conjundction had tor her, I ſhou'd iow pto- 
ceed to diſengage my elt of an obligation, I pre- 
ſume, lying on me , from part of a promiſe be- 
fore made, to declare the eficem the Lords, 
when fingly conſfider'd , had of her ſtrength and 
power. But before I paſs on more iminediatcly 
thereto, I crave leave to obſerve the great variety 
and difference in Parliamentary tranſa&ions and 
proceedings under this King, within the compaſs 
of whoſe Reign we find but two years on Record, 
viz the nineteenth and twenty ſecond, wherein there 
was not a Parliament called and aſſembled in one 
place or other by his Authority, ſometimes oft- 
ner, and fo thoſe Aﬀts-ot Edward the third were 
exactly kept for eighteen years runting , wherein 
it is ordained and eftabliſhed , that a Parliament 
ſhall be holden once every year , and more often if 
need be , which being omitted but one year in 
twenty one, and not obſerved in the twenty (econ; 
we may ezhily think it prov'd fatal co the untortu- 
nate King, that in the next Parliament he ſhould 
be depos'd by his own Subje&s and the Crown 
{ct upon anothers head, And is it any wonder, to 
fce things ſo injurious and unjuſt ſometirnes done 
in National Afſemblics, when in a vein of con- 
'tradiction they make Ordinances | fo diamctrical- 
ly oppolite each to other, as was done in this Kings 
ttme ? For we find parties mutually claſhing in 
. Publick, and what was ordain'd in one Parli:ment 
tor the Commons good (as was then pretended 
by an other repealed in fayour of the other- ſide, 
| tortncr 
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Gtmer Laws AnnulPd , Pardons revok't, Grants 
recall'd , and new puniſhments infield for od 
offences. And yet in an other Revolution, with» 
ita very ſmall ſpacc of rime, the ialt Parliaments 
Aqs were calhzrd ard thrown out of doors to 
make room for the revival and Eftablithing the 
Elder Parliament Statutes Such changes were 
then Rung, and ſo much contelting between Pri- 
viledge and Prerogative, as if the differences were 
wh Ily and altogecher irreconcilable ,, or at leaſt 
made to 1ecm ſo by ſome mens policies , the bets 
ter to carry on” their own more particular In- 
freagues. And therctore , wher: talr words were 
ſear'd not lik-ly to prevail , Arms were prepar'd 
fo force, and there was danger of h-ving Swords 
drawn, Bows bended , and Arrows ihot tor the 


; promoting the dcligns on foor. 


But of all Statutes, Ads, Orcinances, Laws, 
and Grants , moſt m<morable and obſervable is 
the Petition of the Commons , and the Arſwer 
thereto given, in the Parliament b:gun at Weſts 
minſter, April 25th. in the ſecond of this Kings 
Reign. The Petition is to be ſcen among the 
Commons Petitions in Cottons Abridgment of 
the Records in the Tower. fo often mention d, 
and Printed 1657, pig. 169. Tit. 28. in theſe 
words, That Anſwer recalonably may be given to 
all their Petitions now, or kercafter to be moved 3 
and that Statutes be thereupon made betore des 
parture of every Parliament. The Anſwer herce 
to runs thus, fuch, Bills as Remedy cannot other= 
Wiſe be had but in Parliament, reaſonable Anſwer 
ſhall be thereto made before ſuch Dzparturc. Now 
we are to underſtand, that Petitions, in the old, 
are Bills, according, to the new Stile, which in this 
Patliarhent were thus ordaincd to be ptoduc'd at 

: R leatt 
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leaſt for the Royal Aſſent, if not to be paſſed for» 


merly into Laws. So that it the Houſes were ſo 
minded , by liraining this grant to its utmot 


bounds though perhaps turther than was defign'd 


at the firſt ) *twas no hard matter tor them to fit 
E'n as long, in a manncr, as they pleas'd 3 and 
the old King of late Memory , his preſent Ma» 
jelty*'s Royal Fathcr , may hereby very cafily be 
vindicated trom the Cenſures of thoſe unditiful Subs 
jects, who pretend toblame his conduQ, and Ars 
Taign, if not condemn , his Judgment for paſ- 
fing the continuing AG in the Parliament of for- 
ty. whereby he more plainly and inimediately 
put the diſſolution thereot out of his own hands 
Whereas before he had been haply lyable to have 
beer: t1ickt out of it, with grearcr affront to his 
Prerogative, by the quirks that nicable wits would 
have been apt enough at that conjuncture , to 
have ſtarted out of this Grant, For what would 
not they have attempted in that poliure of affairs, 
who actually did ſo much atterwards by the noiſe 
of an Ordinance, a term new to the vulgar, but 
we'l enough known ( though poflibly ncver in 
that uſe and extent before ) to the Learned Lawy- 
ers, who can cafily inform the Queltionilt, out of 
the Records in the Tower , that in the thirty ſe- 
venth of Edward the third they met with the name 
and nature in a demand of the Chancellors to the 
whole Eſtates, whether they would have ſuch 
things as they agreed on, to be by way of Ordi- 
nance, or of Statute 3 and in the Anſwer there» 
to made, by way of Ordinance, with this reaſon 
then and there given, that they might amend the 

ſame at their plcafure.. 
If we wonder at this grant, which ſeems to trail 
after it ſuch inconycnicncics to the Regal Power , 
23 


(a7 | 1 

a& were beforehintcd, or at leaſt tight be made an 
7 lolet - to. pretences, as prejudicial to the Royal 
t Prerogative, we are to undcritand, that this was 
1 obtain'd in the Kings Nonage, though not perhaps 


t in times abſolutely fa&ious, tor FE do1't read but 
1 that things were carricd then calmly and quictly 
a enough. But when the King came to tull Age, 
C then we may obſerve that he or his boſome Favous 
2 tites, were nat well pleaſed with this or othce 
4 Grants, that conhned the Regal Porver within 
- ſtricter Boundaries, than their own deſires pers 
a mittcd them to like, and th retore there was ttrj- 
y ving amain to remove the ancicat Landmarks, 
3 and the Court cfccted it at "Lalit for a {hort (pace; 
'C but with ſo ill an event, chat the iſſue proved as 
$ fatal to the King himfelt. as thc{: counterplottings 
q had been d-ſiructive to manv others betores 
0 People herevpon may ſay what they think ht, and 
d paſs their Verdicts as they pleaſe : But can any 


5, blame that mans Will and Dclire, to dilintangle 


le bim{clf from Fetters and Chains, who thinks hims 
a ſelf born free,and ſo would tain live according to his 
n own pleaſure and good liking ? *Tis his Judgment 
& rather, that is to be queliioned, when it ſuggclis 


pf to him, that he may command, and ought to be 


be obcycd, in ſuch things where no obedicnce was: be- 
6 fore due, by nature, orconſcht; and rhe goodne(s 
ne of his IntclleRtuals arc liable to be doubted of; 
h when they make him to fancy he nay be abſolute, 
t- where known Laws and tong continucd Culiom 
Co tath authoriz'd tke contrary, 

MN Such ſeems to have been Eng'and? Caſe of old; 
he where the Subjects have oft put on Arms to prevent 
N encroachments vpon their dearly bclov'd, and 
l 


many times dearly bought, Libcrties. And ſuch 
the Nations State undcr this King, he being come 
R 2 to 
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to his full Age, when ſeveral of the Barons, head- 
ed by the Duke of Gloceſter his Uncle, 'thoughtit 
their main intereſt and concern, to {peak high and 
look big, with Armour on their backs and Swords 
by their ſides, thouyh it ſubjected them to much 
obloquy and diſpleaſure at Court, and brought 
theri{clves and all theirs into much hazard and 
danger But this it ſeems they little thought of, 
or as little valued : That the Court highly reſented 
the a&ings of ſuch, as indeavoured in Parliament 
time to bring foie of the Prime Favourites to 
Judgment tor Crimes laid to their Charge, is evi- 
dent, in that they had laid a Plot to :nvite the 
Principal Lords to a Supper in London, and there 
murder them, as ſuch who croſſed the King's cours 
f:s: But the preſent Lord Mayor utterly retuſed to 
do it, though mov*d thereto ( faith my Author ) 
by rhe King himfclft, and thereupon this deſign 
miſcarricd. But then other Rodds were laid in 
Lavender, and contrivances ſecretly carricd on, 
to intrap and ſaporeſs the Country Lords. The 
King calls all che High Sheriffs of the Counties 
bcetore him, and demands, what firength they 
could make for him againtt the Lords, it there 
fhould be occaſion ? But thcy anſwered, that the 
Common Pcople did ſo favour the Lords, as be: 
Heving them to bc loyal and trueto the King, that 
it was not in their power to raiſe any great Force 
againſt them. Then they were commanded to take 
care, that no Knizht nor Burgets ſhould afterwards 
bc choſen to any Parliament, but thoſe whom the 
King and Council thould name 3 whereto they re- 
plicd, It was an hard- matter , in thoſe timesof 
Jealouſy and Suſpicion, to deprive the People of 
their ancicnt Libertics in chooling their repreſen» 
tativess Then were the Judges conſulted, ( Men, 

45 
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my Author writcs, learned chiefly in one point, 


that is, without confidcring Truth or Falſhood, to 
pleaſe thoſe in high places ) who gave ſeveral, ex- 
trajudicial opinions in favour of the, Prerogative 
upon ſome Queries propounded to them, by one of 
which, viz. Whether the King might not at his 
pleaſure diſſolve the Parliament, and command 
the Lords and Commons to depart, w& may gueſs 
what Exceptions and Refentments were taken a- 
gainft the Commons Requeſt, in the Second ot this 
King before mentioned, that the Parliament ſhould 
not be diſmili before a reaſonable Anſwer was given 
to a!l their Petitions. 

Attcr this was my Lord Mayor of Londyn xequi- 
rcd to give an account, how many able men he could 
raiſe in the City * who anſwered, that he thought 
they could make fifty thouſand .men at an hours 
warning : But when he went about it in good car» 
neſt, the Citizens cried out, they would never 
hghtagainſt the Kings Friends,” and the Detenders 
of the Realm, Then were there endeavours pri- 
vily to apprchend the oppoſing Lords ſingly by 
themſclves, but this delign was diſappointed, and 
the Lords, wcre quickly up in- Armns to defend 
themſelves, When theſe devices would not hold 
watcr, by the interpolition of Mediators it was or,- 
dered, that the Loxds ſhould come to Weltminſter 
to the Kiny upon a day appointed them; ſome Per= 
ſons of Quality and Credit taking Oaths on the 
Kings part, that no fraud or deceit (hould be uſed, 
whereupon the Lords prepared themſelves trocome 
up according to agreement, but ſoon (ſtopt their 
Journy, upon notice given them of an Ambuſment 
laid for them in the Mews, which made the King 
ready almoſt_to tax them of breach of Covenant, 
Ull he was told the reaſon, viz, the Ambuſmenr 
R 3 laid 
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Yaid for them, and then to clear himſelf C as Stow 
xclates it ) ſware he knew of no ſuch thing. He 
might potſibly be as innocent as the Child unborn, 
as to any particular knowledge of this matter, but 
certainly his Courtiers were much to blame, and 
very bold, thus ro act in dirc& oppoſition to the 
former Agreement; for that there was ſuch a treas 
chcrous picce of Scrvice intended. the Annalilt 
aſſures us, but that any of the prime Engineers 
and defigning Attors were punilhed, for acting 
thus without th: Kings more eſpecial Warrant, 
Knowledge, or Commaitlion, IT do not find. 

When theſe tricks would not do, then fair words 
and promiſes were come in faſhion again, to ſooth 
up the angry Lords, who at laſt were conie to 
Weſtminſter with a ſufficient Guard of Attendants, 
and in the upſhot the ſpecdy calling of a Partiament 
was concluded on, ' where the Accuſers and Accu» 
ſed might meet face to face. But the favourite 
Lords durſt not attend the confequence of fuch a 
Meeting, and therefore the Duke of Ireland, and 
the reſt of the Fation, lett the Court to be out of 
the way, and an Army was after raiſed to'conduc 
the Duke up to Court, with which he haſted as fall 
as he coald towards London , but was miſerably 
oyerthrown at Radcoat-Bridge in Oxfordſhire by the 
conteſting Lords and fo erded all his glory, and 
a few years after his life. Upon this defeat the 
Lords thought they had matter enough to julie 
their Arms 3 with forty thouſand men up come they 
to London. and were there received, the King then 
keeping his Chriftmas in the Tower, to whom they 
ſhew the Letter he had ſent to the atforcſaid Duke 


to raife an Army for their defiruction, and the. 


Letters the French King had written to hit to 
come into France, there to do atts to his own dif- 
honoug 
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honour and the Kingdoms. Theſe thirgs we may 
well conclude bred a great deal of ill blood be- 
n, tween the King and his Lords, and that their Pulſcs 
at beat extraordinary high is plain from the peremp- 
nd tory meſſage they ſent the King, when "they un» 
he derſtood his mind was alter'd as to keeping his pro- 
4- miſe before made to them, That it he came not 
iſt according to his word, they would chuſe another 
Irs King, who ſhould hearken to the taichtul Counſel 
"8 of his Lords. This, *tis cafic to be thought, toucht 
jd the King to the quick, but being not then ſtrong 
enough to oppoſe, he eſtcem'd it his ſatcſt and fe- 


ds curelt courſe to condeſcend to the Lords dcelires,and 
th ordcr the calling of a Parliament. A Parliament 
fo comes and then it wrought wonders, 

's, In Stow we meet with a Story, coincident with 
at theſe times, concerning the Londoners, how that 
Us they underſianding, that the French King had 
fe got to:cther a great Navy, afſembled an Army, 
F and ſer his purpoſe firmly to come into England, 
d trembling like Leverets, fearful as Mice they fought 
pf ſtarting holes to hide themſelves in, even as it the 


& City had been ready to be taken, and they, that in 
lt times paſt, brag'd they would blow all the French 


y men out of England, hearing a vain Rumour of the 
ie Enemics coming, ran to the Walls, brake down 
id the houſ.s adjoyning, deftroycd and laid them flat, 
Y- and dic! all things in great fear, not one French- 
1 man having then ſct foot on Shipboard. But there's 
y not one word of the Author, whence this was 
n extracd, which we commonly hind in the Mar- 
y gin in other Relations, What ground now there 
\- was for this pannick fear, 1 cannot deviſe, or 1a- 
e | therrcafon, tor the rclating of ſuch a heedlefs tory, 
0 looking more like a conjectural report, than an 


hiſtorical relation, ' as if the Writer himſelf had 
R 4 been. 
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been frenchified, or impoſed upon by ſome French 
Tranſlator. who was delirous to render his Country 
mcn texrible to the Engliſh by the Pen of an Eng- 
1h Hitionan.fince (hey have been fo 11! able to doit 
by their own Swords. For that the Engliſh nei» 
ther ov-rmuch lov'd nor tear'd the French Nation, 
is cvident trom the Hiſtorics of ancicnt times, 
and the ©ccurrenccs of Jatcr diys.and from the Come 
mons Addrets to the Purbeck Alarum, How then 
the Lordoners ſhould come to be affraid of them 
fo all of a ſuddcn is a Riddle to me, *Tis certain 
enough of late years, that, when they were burnt 
outwot houſe and home, and had little more per- 


haps to loſe beſides their lives, upon an Alarum of 


the French coming and Papilis rifing, they were 
like inraged Bears, robb'd of their young, Ones, 
much more ready to tall on than the others to ſet 
upon them, fo tar were they from ſianding in fear 
ot the whole power of France, though it ſhould 
have bcen united with all their Popiſh Friends, 
Favourers, and Penſioners in England, And that 
they had little or no grounds for ſuch tear in thoſe 
elderly times, the long train of Victories gain'd 
herctotore in France puts us out of doubt. Befides 
methinks the Inſtances in this Story, which the 
Writer ſets down -as Arguments of fear, are rather 
proofs of a provident care and forehght. For what 
elſe can the running to the Walls, and breakin 
down the Houfes adjoyning import, but a deſign 
and rcſolution to ſtand upon their own Guard, 
which is the property of Courage not of Cowars 
diſc. That there werc intentions, ſuitable to men 
of valour, of ſtandirg up vigorouſly in their 'own 
defercc againſt the torrcign Eneniy,may be prov'd 
out of the fame Author, trom the great numbers 
of arincd men by the INobles brought tothe Parliae 
20H = OO ment 
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ment then at - London, and the Lord Chancellors 

calling men of Arms, out of almoſt every part of 

the Realm, tothe Marches about London, to beat 

back the Frenchmen with their Kiug, had they 

cone, Let this therefore ſcrve to diſprove the 

Annaliſts ſuggeſtions out of his own mouth, and 

ſhew the Nobles care for the Cities ſafeguard, 
in drawing fuch forces thitherward , and their 

hopes of conſiderable afſiftance from the City to 

help them in the Common cauſe of ſelt-preſer- 
vation, 

But ſuppoſe, without granting it , that there 
were ſome ſparks of tear amongſt them, *tis queſti= 
onable , whether thcy did not ſpring from the 
miſtruſt of their principal Magiſtrates, not out 
of any diffdence and diſtruſt of their own ſtrengrh, 
or dread of a Forcign Enemies power and puil- 
ſance, . For to me *tis an Argument that the Ma« 
jor of London this year look't Courtward, fince 
that we read of an endeavour to ingage him in 
ſuch an horrid deſign , as hath been betore ſpo- 
ken of, to deſtroy the principals of the oppoſite 
party at a private Supper in London, Certainly 
the King 'would not have utter'd a (ſyllable of 
an intreague of this importance to fo powerful a 
Magiſtrate , as my Authos affirms he did, had 
there not been hopes of prevailing on him in Re- 
verence at leaſt to the Kings word and deſire: But 
upon the Tryal it ſezms he prov'd himſclt an ho- 
neſtcr man in that point , ( whatever his prin- 
ciples and inclinations otherwiſe were ) than his 
Predeceſior, whom we read of as deeply concern'd 
in that Plot, Much about this time *tis likewiſe 
that a Modern writcr tells us, that the Londoners 
ncur'd much obloquy, for that having before been 
Pardoncd by the King of ſome Crimes laid to their 
charge 
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charge, (but what nor when committed I find not 
by him mentioned |) they were ready to-cotmply 
with his defircs , and a Jury of them being Ims 
pannelPd, imdited fome Lords of many Crimes ob- 
zjcted againſt them. But this alfo is to be im- 
puted to the Mfgiſtrates influence and power in 
calling out men tit for the purpoſe, and not to the 
whole body of the Citizens. For we read jult af 
ter, that when the Mayor thought to have rais'd 
them againſt the contefting Lords, they reſolutely, 
retus*d, and abſolutely rejeed the Motion as is 
before reJated. So that 'twas not having the Ma» 
yor at their Beck, nor the Fower, they thought, 
they had among the high Sheriffs of the Coun» 
ties to procure ſuch men rcturn'd up to ſerve in 
Parliament, as were nominated by the King and 
his Council, that could ſhelter the guilty favou» 
rites at 'Cour: from the cenſure of that Auguſt Al- 
ſembly, well known afterwards by the name of 
the Parliament that wrought wonders. 

For on the very firſt day thereot all the Judges, 
but one, were Arrcltcd as they ſat in their places, 
queſtion'd tor their extrajudicial opinions and Ar- 
bitrary a&ings, and ſevercly paunilh'd by Baniſh- 
ment and Contifcation of their Eſtates: The Lord 
Chict Juſtice Trc;an loſt his Lite at Tyburn , and 
the reli, my Author ſays, had all dyed, had it not 
been for the Qucens interceſſion. As the Judges 
were thus brought under the Laſh of thoſe Laws, 
which before they had ſo much abus'd to humour 
Arbitrary mens deſigns , the better thereby to 
ſecure to themſelves their own Stations and Ofh- 
ces of Judicature, fo the Patrons themſelves, and 
reputed promoters of theſe Arbitrary and illegal 
Actings, were reduc*t into the ſame Predicament, 
Seyeral of the chief were impcact'd of no lefs 
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*han High Treaſon in open Parliament, the abſent 


for ever banift'd, and many of them in_ ho6ld &- 
ther Hang'd, or Beheaded, upon Tower+bil, or at 
Tyburn, notwithſtanding they had becn cre while 
Men of Name, Power and Authority, arid ingreat 
fayour at Coart but juſt before. So uncertain is 
the State of Mortality, and fo ſlippery is walking 
in high places. 

But aniongſt all thoſe, who fcll under the ſtroak 
of an arigry Deity , and fo ſhamefully loſt cheir 
lives by the hands of Juſtice, molt memorable is the 
fate, that befel Sir Nicholas Brember Grocer , late 
lord Mayor of London , who, for many oppreſ- 
ſions, and ſeditions by kim caus'd in the City, was 
Bcheaded (as Stow informs us ) the Morrow af- 
ter the Execution of the Lord Chief Jultice Treft- 
lizn, and, which is more remarkable, with the ſame 
Ax, he had before prepared for others of his fel- 
low Citizens. So juſt is Providence to ſuffer the 
wicked to be infnarcd by the devices of their own 
hearts, and to fall headlong into the Pit they had 
dig'd for others, Stow tells us the King had oft- 
tinics made him Mayor of London againlt the mind 
of the Citizens, But in Fabian (who methinks, 
beirg once Shcriff of this Honourable City, ſhould 
know beſt what had bcen formerly Tranſacted in 
that City , of whoſe good order , Policy, and 
Government he hath expreſly Treated in his'Chro- 
nicle ) Idon't tiad but that he was Ele&ed and 
Choſen, Pollibly there might be' an order made at 
Court, Preſent the King, and ſent into the City 
to further and promote his Ele&ion, which by the 
one might be eltcem'd an impoling him on the City, 
while the ,other only took notice of the mecting of 
the Titizens in order to an Election , without re- 
ating how the mattcx was 6arried, or whether he 
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cam? in-fairly by a- Majority , or elſe by a ſirong 
hand, through the working of Court Favourites, 
who influencing the Judges might make that paſs 
for Law, which was contrary thereto, let the dif 
ference. of voices be never ſo great on the other 
ſide. So have I heard of a place, where it was 
carried by thirteen againſt twenty one, and when 
the buſineſs came to be ſcan'd. over anew, it was 
adjudg'd by vote againſt che. Majority : But this 
was rather. the effe&t of Greatneſs and Power , 9+ 
verruling , than the reſult of Equity and Jultice 
dividing, to every one his right. 

That this Man , when Mayor, met with great 
oppoſition from the moſt eminent of the Citizens, 
I preſume concludable from his Reſcntments, and 
what is in plain words dclivered of him by the 
Annaliſt, how that, whilſt he was in the. tull Au- 
thority of his Mayoralty , he causd a' Common 
pair of Stocks in every Ward, and a Common Ax 
to be made, to bchead all ſuch, as ſhould be as 
gainſt him, and had Indited cight thouſand and 
more of the beſt and greateſt of the City, fo re: 
ſolv'd was he to carry on -the deſign right or 
wrong toÞleaſe his Maſters and Abetturs, What 
kind of principled Man he was we may caſily 
gueſs, as from the aforementioned paſſages, ſo 
trom the Hiſtorians Relations before hinted of 
him, as being dceply. concern'd in the Plot , be- 
tore intimated, to afſailinate the conteſting Lords, 
and alſo afterwards one of the Chief Men , that 
had a handin laying the Ambuſcade, ' ſpoken of 
above, unwilling the King, (as he ſwore). to in- 
trap them , who , upon promiſe of ſafe condud, 
contirm'd by the Oaths of ſome perſons of Qualt- 
fy, were coming up to Weſtminſter to the King, 

which he and Sir Thonizs Trivet privately ſeat 
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away to London upon the diſcovery thereof. That he 


was a ſutableTool to carry on great mens intreagues, 
or at leaſt thought fit enough to be madea Property 
to work upon, why may we not conclude, in that 
we find him elected, at the latter part of thelaft 
Kings Reign, and admitted at the Tower -of Lon- 
don into the Mayvralty, when the proud haughty 
Duke of Lancaſter had got the other Mayor put out 
of his Office, as not quick enough it feems to run 
along with that aſpiring Dukes deſigns, who 
aimed at that time to have put by his Nephew from 
the Throne, and have intruded thereunto him- 
{clf, contrary to right, reaſon and juſtice, and the 
publick intereſt of the Nation ? Who knows like- 
wiſe by whoſe influence, and for what intents, 
he was kept in the Office of Mayor for three years 
together, , in the ſeventh. eighth, and nineth of 
this King ? What a valt difference was there, - as 
to Principles and Practices, between this man and 
the fam'd John Philpot, his fellow Sheriff in the 


forty ſixth of the precedent King ? The one 


prov'd as great a Patriotto his Country before, in, 
arid after his Mayoralty, as the other ſhew'd him- 
ſelf an ambitious Courticr under a Gold Chain in 
the City. But what great wonder is this, to ſee 
men once joyn Partners in an Ofhce, vaſtly differ» 
ing each from other in their Judgments and Adqti- 
ons, when raiſed to places ot higher Dignity and 
Preferment ? I don't think but *tis eafic enough to 
find an inſtance at preſent, it there were any great 
occaſion or neccfſity thereof. 

'Tis faid of this Sir Nicholas Brembar, that if he 
had liv'd, he had been created Duke of Trey, or cf 
London by the name of Troy. What a pity” *twas 
that he had not had a Patent, ready fgn'd and fcal'd 
lying by him, to have ſhrowded himiclf and all - 
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old crimes, under this new Dignity upon Occaſi» 
on ? But this I Fancy would never have paſt upog 
that Parliament, cither Lords or Commons, to 
have ſheltred him from the Law of the Land, 
though he had become really, in act, as well as 
defire and delign, a Peer of the Realm, However 
this intention of his, if truly related, fufficiently 
ſhews us his Ambition to become a Titulado, unleſs 
we ſhall venture upon a conjy«Cture, that ſome of 
the Courtiers ſham? d upon him, with the empty 
promiſe of this titulary honour, when they whead- 
led him out of the dircEtions they had before ſent 
him, for the better management of their defigns, 
which they were unwilling to let remain in his 
hands, ( after they had made as much uſe of his 
Place and Power, as opportunity would permit ) 
that they might not be produc*d as Evidences 
againſt them in a day of Tryal, which they, 
probably feard , might one time or other 
come upon them , and did it fcems in 
this Pariiament with a Vengeance. For I 
will take the boldneſs to conclude, that it was 
ſome other more skilful hand, hid bchind the 
Curtain, that order'd the Scenes, and manag'd the 
Machines, though he was made the publick ſia 
king hor(e, to deceive the vulgar Herd, the Skreen, 
to ſhelter other mens heads trom the violence of 
popular fury, the open Actor in the face of the 
world, the common Engine, to ſet the Wheels of 
more politick mcns contrivances a going, though 
againſt Watcr, Wind, and Tide ; It bcing very 
unbecoming the Apes ſubtilty to put her own foot 
ihtothe tire, when ſhe may make uſe of the Cats. 
But if theWorſhipful Sir Nicholas ſufter'd him» 
ſelt thus impolitickly to be trapann'd, whom had 


he to blame but himſclf, it he were madcat lalt 
t9 
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to pay ſo dear for his own folly and imprudence? 
And that ſuch is the ominous fate of leſs wary man , 
who venture upon Actions, not warranted by Law, 
to ſerve a preſent turn, and humour their own 
ambitious d cfires, or other mens greatnels, is cyj- 
dently demonſtrable, as in g:neral trom Hiſtory 
and Experience, ſo more particularly from an 
inſtance in Spain, under one of the Philips, of a 
certain Officer of that Kings, who having by the 
Kings Order done an Act, for which he was aftcr- 
wards queltioned and thrown into Prifon, and upon 
fair words and promiſes parted with the Kings 
Letter, which he could have producd for his 
Warrant, was" ſoon after Ic:ft in the lurch, and 
ſuffer'd to fall a Sacrifice to his own imprudent Cre- 
dulity, and the Law of the Land, Whether 1 
have been exaR, as to all circumſtances of the 
ſtory, I ſhall not poſitively athrm, as not being, 
fully ſare,but my Memory may deccive me in twelve 
or thirteen years ſpace, and being uncertain in 
what Book to look for it now,or where I read it at 
hrſt, unleſs in ſ>me of the famous Fallers works, 
perhaps in his holy or prephane State 3, bur as to 
the ſubſtance and truth hereof, I dare aver it from 
Hiſtorical Relation, and leave the Application to 
more Philoſophical Logicians, that I may preſs 
furthcr torwards towards the mark, the end, in» 
tention and ſcope of this my preſent undertaking, 
vs To ſhow the reſpect and eliteem (everal of the 
Nobles in particular had for this honourable 
City, and their ſolicitous care for her welfare under 
this King Richard. 

How that, beforc the Parliament, that wrought 
wonders was cndcd, particular care was taken ex- 
preſly to have the Citizens of London included in 
a general Pardon, ( to prevent doubtleſs new 
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exacions upon old pretences }) hath been before 
relatcd awong(} the Commons requeſts as a ſign of 
their good will, and therefore now to be way'd, 
though it would not be impertinent in this Point 
to ſhew the Lords affection, if that be a truth, 
which is delivered by a modern Writer, that in 
our Anceſtors time, molt of the Members of the 
houſe of Commons thought it an honour to re» 
tain to ſome great Lord, and to wear his blew 
Coat, to make up his train, and wait upon him 
from his own houſe to the Lords, and make a 
Lane for him to enter thereto 3 which argues how 
much the Lords did, or might, over-rule them, 
in their trequent Petitions on the City's behalf, 
But I ſhall paſs over the conſequence of this Cons 
cluſion, as an Argument depending on the 
Readers Will and Choice, which he may grant 
or deny at pleaſure, and produce an inſtance or 
ewo leſs dubitable, and not left ſo much atdiſcre- 
tion. 

How hard a matter it hath generally prov'd, 
to bring Offenders, it great in Power, Place and 
Authority, to Jultice, is plain from Hiſtory and 
Expericnce: As evident likewiſe is it, that the 
Offences, to ſuc') imputed, have been ExaGions, 
Extortions, opprcfſions, corrupt Abuſes of the 
Law, Illegal Principlcs, Arbitrary Deſigns, Un- 
juſt Actions, and the like National Grievances, 
C ordinarily comprchcended under the name of 
ill Government ) dayly heapt up under weak 
or ncgligent Princes by the exorbitant Power of 
headitrong Favourites, who, through the ex- 
cc(s of their Sovcraign's kindneſs, the eaſinel 
of his Nature, the mildncſs of his Diſpoſition, 
weakneſs of his Judgment, or fondneſs of his 
AﬀcRion, ( grounded molſily on humour and 
fancy) 
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fancy) having graſp'd all publick affairs in Church 
and State into their own hands, too too oft make 
no better uſe thereof, than to Hector over thoſe, 
who were before their Superiours, ſuppreſs their 
Equals, oppreſs their Inferiors, and inſlave the 
poor Commons, the cafier thereby to raiſe them* 
felves and their own Familics upon other mens 
ruins» When theſe things happen, and the reins 
of Government fall into fuch men's hands , the 
rich are ſure tobe the greatelt ſufferers, and ſuch, 
as have moſt of this' Worlds goods , are certain 
to be moſt watch'd and carpt at, and all oppor- 
tunities greedily Jaid hold on to bring them un» 
der the Laſh, that they may be ſqueez'd like Spun» 
pes, and large ſums cxacted of them to buy out 
their Pardons , and procure forgivene(s, till a- 
nother occalion offer it {elf to make them be 
thought Offenders anew , of this London ſuffer- 
ings in the fifteenth of this King arc atteſting 
proofs. 

For the Londoners having refus'd to lend the 
King mony, as wasrequeſted, and ſome abufcs be+ 
ing. offer*d to the Merchant Strangers, that prot« 


fered to lay it down , Stow tells us the King was 


marvcllouſly inrag'd hereat, and, calling a Coun- 
cl of his Nobles at Stamford , cauſes the Mayor, 
Sheriffs, and belt of the Citizens to be Arrclicd , 
and afterwards ( the Mayor and Sherifts being 
depos'd ) ſends them to ſeveral Prilons there to 
be kept, till he and his Council had conlider'd and 
decreed, what ſhould be done with them , and it 
was alſo further determined , that from thence« 
forth the Londoners ſhould not choſe, nor have any 
Mayor, but that the King ſhould appoint one of 
his Knights to be Ruler of the City 3 their Privi* 
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ledges were revok'd, their Liberties diſannull'd,” 


and their Laws abrogated. Neither was this all 
The Terms likewiſe , arid the Courts of Kings 
Bench, Common-pleas , Chancery, &c. Were Icy 
mov'd from London to York , ſuch was the dif+ 
pleaſure conceiv'd againſt them by the King, or 
the ill Offices done them by ſome buſie Courtiery 
about him. For Fabian gives us another account 
of this affair, and fays the occafion aroſe from a 
conteſt , between the Citizens and the Biſhop of 
Salisburies Servants, about one of their fellow Ser» 
vants { who had takena Loat outof a Bakers baſs 
ket, openly in the {treets, and then broke his head 
with his Dagger for attempting to regain it ) 
which grew fo high, the Citizens firiving to have 
the offender fſciz'd on and Committed to Ward, 
and the Bithops Servants reſcuing him, and ſhut» 
ting up their Gates, that the Mayor , Aldermen, 
and Sheriffs had much ado, by their perſ{waſion, 
preſence, and Authority, to ſtop further outra# 
ges, and contain the multitude within bounds, 
though at laſt they effeRed it , and diſmis'd the 
pcople home in peace and quietneſs : But the any 
gry Biſhop ſo highly reſented this buſineſs, not- 
withtianding the fault ſprung Originally out of his 
own Houſe, that he and the Arch-Biſhop of Tok 
incens'd the King all they could againſt the Lon- 
doners, even fo far, that one expreſly afhrms , he 
was once reſoly'd to have utterly ruin'd and de 
firoy'd the whole City. A very ſharp puniſhment 
ccrtainly for ſuch an offence, and for a City, puby 
lickly cndow'd with ſuch tranſcendent Grants 
and Priviledges, as not to be lyable to a jult legal 
{cizure of her Liberties and Franchiſcs, unleſs for 
Treaſon or Rebcllion done by the whole Ci, - 
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hath been before obſerv'd in the firſt of Edward the 
third; and the ſeventh of this preſent King. Now 
how Treaſon or Rebellion could be juſily charg'd 
upon the whole City , at this time, and in theſe 
inſtances, which foever of them we give credit to, 
I cannot well conceive, The molt methinks that 
could be made of it, in the worſt conſtruction, 
could amount no further than a Riot , notwichs 
ſtanding the great and hainous matters. lad un+ 
to the Mayors charge, though not a \yllable provid 
that I read of , as' that he no otherwiſe Rul'd the 
City, but ſuffered the Citizens to make {ugh af- 
faults upon the Kings head Officers, to the Kings 
great diſhonour ,” and hazard ot the Kings Tea- 
ure then in his Cuſtody. 'The Statute of. the 
twenty fifth of Edward the third, which makes it 
Treaſon to flay the Treaſurer, muſt furcly have 
been very far 1trctched, to have brought the whole 
City within the compaſs thereof, becauſe ſome of 
the meaner Citizens aſſaulted the Treaſurers 
Houſe, (upon an injuſtice firſt done by one, and 
an affront afterwards offered by others of his own 
Servants, in refuling to deliver the Offender, or 
ſuffer the Conſtable to center toſeize him) ke hims 
ſelt being as many Miles diſtant at that-time, as 
IVindſor is from London, and fo not capable of. res 
ceiving then the 'leaft injury in his own perſon, 
much lefs to be kilPd out-right, without .which no 
Treaſon lies in 'the Caſe upon this At. But if 
the King and Council would have it ſo, or, at leaft 
a&, as if it were 10, contrary+to an, cfiabliſh'd 
Law, and his own Grand-Fathers grant ,, who 
could , who would , who durtt_ contradict ? Here 
was no Parliament then Sitting , that I read of , 
no Houſe of Commons ia Bcing , nox Lords -c- 
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nough preſent, their Friends, to ſtave off the firſt 
brunt, though at length we hear of a Reconci- 
liation depending, before a Parliament was call'd, 
and that too by the mediation of powerful Friends, 
ſome of them no leſs than the Principal Lords, be- 
fides the Queen her (elf. 

Baker and Stow name the Duke of Glouceſter the 
Kings Uncle, who was ever reputed by the Com» 
mons a great Friend and Patriot to his Country,and 
his untimely end afterwards ſeverely reveng'd 
on the Actors and Contrivers thereof, and made 
the occaſional cauſe of cnraging the People 
againſt the King himſelf, who, within few years 
after the aforeſaid Dukes violent Death, was 
publickly dethron'd by ſuch, as, under the 
popular pretence of reforming ill Government, 
aim'd at their own Advancement to the cheiteſ 
Honours, Preferments and Dignities in Church 
and State, Through this Noble Peer's Suit and 
Mediation, - among others, we hear the King 
was ſomewhat pacified, and by little and little 
abated the rigour of his purpoſe, calling to mind 
the divers honours, and great gifts he had re 
"ceived of the Londoners, ( as certainly the fe 
Curing his right to the Crown againſt the ambi- 
"tious pretenſions of his aſpiring Uncle, and the 
defending his Life and Perfon from the furious 
'Outrages of his mutinous Commons, were no 
mean pieces of Scrvice done him by them ) 
| whereupon he determined to deal more mildly 
with them, and gives them hopes of Grace and 
Pardon. | 

Fabian tells us of a Reverend Biſhop, a Spl- 
ritual Lord, that joyn'd with the Queen to 
procure the Kings favour for them, and go 
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their Liberties reſtor'd them again, and that the 


Queen did ſucceſsfully intercede in their behalf ; 
we may perhaps, not. without ſome ſhew of 
reaſon, conclude from the many great, rich and 
colily Preſents made her by the Citizens, at the 
Kings publick entrance into the City, about the 
latter end of Axguſt inthe ſame Summer. Nay, 
one Writer goes fo far as to acquaint us, that 
even the Duke of Lancaſier, Fobn of Gaunt, ap- 
peared likewiſe in their favour, an Interccſſor 
unto the King, whether out of reſpe& to them, 
or ſecret diſlike of his Nephews proceedings, for- 
getfulneſs of Londons patt oppolition, or his de= 
fire at laſt to become Popular, -and to ingratiate 
himſelf with the Citizens, whoſe power he had 
betore try'd to his loſs, I dare not venture to re» 
ſolve, upon ſuch unſure grounds as my own bare 
ſurmizes» But this I preſume may calily be 
granted mc, that he was then grown ancient, 
and the burning tires of his Ambition were much 
abated, it not altogether quenched, through for- 
mer diſappointments, length ot time.and the viſible 
increaſe of years, old age growing falt. upon him. 
So that, the tirtt heats being over, he might pro- 
bably be inclin'd to try his forrune in foreign 
Countries, and content himſclt with the titulary 
honour of a King abroad, now that he had long 
felt the (mart of a frultrated cxpecation at 
home. 

London having then ſuch powerful Friends, of 
name and note, in the time of her adverlity par= 
ticularly cxpreſt in Hiſtory, how many more may 
we prelume the had, not cxpreſly mention'd, of 
the ſamc, or ſomewhat interior rank and quality, 
who, cither out of their own affection and parti- 
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cular reſpe&, or through the prevalency of theſe” 


oreat Examples, ingag'd themſelves in the Cities 
intereſt , and became Reconcilers and Repairers of 
her late Breaches ? But it the Readers candour 
will not yield me this, not irrational, ſuppotition , 
thcſe doubtleſs in theml' lves are enough to make 
out the truth of my ailrrtion , and free me 
from the undeſirabl- im;putation of a vain pre- 
tender, when I ofter'd to thew the clicem the Lords, 
ſingly conſiderd in thewfclves, had for this great 
and honourable City, The aforementioned paſ- 
fages ſhew their gcod will, yet, all this notwiths» 
tianding ſomewhat clſc was expected at Court, 
which the Cities Enemies mainly drove at, and 
ſeem rcſolv'd by one means or other to compals 
and bring about, The City was Rich 1n Privi- 
tedges, Rich in Glory, Rich in Coyn, belides the 
Spirit and Courage of her Citizens3 all which 
conjoyn'd made her powerful at home and abroad, 
famd in Forcign Countrics for Trade and Com- 
merce, and highly honour'd within the Circle of 
the Brittiſh-Ifle, through which ſhe was known 
I laict-like to dart her over-ruling influences, A- 
mong Arbitrary Dch1gners theſe have been ge- 
nerally lock'r upon as Malign , and therefore no 
wonder it at Court ill-afle&ted, Their Liberties 
and Priviledges arc thovght too great, let's then 
tave *cm leficned now tune fcrvcs : And fo they 
were, For the Londoners being Commanded ts 
come to Windſor, there to [lhew them, and -produce 
their Charters, both id ard rew, ſome of them art 
fatiticd , ſome condeinn'd, fome reſior'd , others 
dctain d, Their Glory likewiſe is'to be made 'to 
fuffcr, if poilible, a diminution in the eyes of the 
world, and thcretorealmoit all the Lords are in 
i! | ther 
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| ther'd together at Windſor, againſt their coming 


thither, and aVſoa great Army,that the people might 
think them terrified thereby, and frighted into 
ſubmiſſion, and fo have the leſs eftcem for them 
hereafter, as ſuch as may ecalily be accus'd of of- 
fences, and as eaſily be made to undergo grievous 
penalties for them , whoever was originally in 
fault, Theſe Preparations muſt needs occation 
conſiderable charges, but the Londoners muſt pay 
the (hot, if they are Covetous of peace and quiet- 
nels; And fo they did at laſt, tothcir no {mall cx- 
Pences. 

'Twas not the Honourable Cavalcade of prin» 
cipal Citizens ſent out in one Livery, to meet 
and Conduct the King and Court through the 
City 3 *Twas not the Triumphant Reception of 
bim in his paſſage, through a lane of Livery-men 
lowdly ecchoing forth his Name , the running of 
Cheapſide Conduic with more than one fort of 
Wine , the adorning the Windows and Walls of 
the Streets with Tapiliry, Cloth of Gold, Silver 
and Silk, nor other gawdy ſhows, to entertain 
him-z *Twas not the Rich and Chargeable Pre- 
ſeats made to him and his Queen, as they paſs'd 
along, or afterwards the next day, ( the Coftly 
Crowns and Tablcs of Gold, Horſes with their 
Noble Trappings, Plate of Gold and Silver, 
Cloth of Gold, Silk, Velvets, Buttons, and Ewers 
of Gold, Gold -in Coyn , Precious Stones, and 
Jewels fo Rich, excellent and Beautiful, that the 
valuc and price was inecltimable) that could fully 
appeaſe the Angry King, or rather ſatisfies the 
ravenous Courticrs Covetuouſneſs, until they had 
laid down alſo Ten thouſand pounds ia ready 
mony: And this did the feat for that time» And 
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but for that time as far as I can find. For new- 


Lords new Laws: New Favoarites produce new 
Changes,and old ones being calt out ot Doors, they 
are for finding out new Crimes,Pretences and Devi- 
ces, to empty other mens Purſcs and enrich them» 
ſelves, under the common notion of levying Fines 
and Amercements for the King. 

King Richard had received Royal Gifts, and 
Noble Preſents, of his truly Royal Chamber of 
London in the fixtcenth year of his Reign : Yet 
within leſs than half a dozen ycars ſpace, this was 
forgotten and quite out of memory, or elſe fo well 
remembred, as to make ſome heartily dcfirous of 
more ſuch Boons, and hoping that ſome of Dana's 
ſhowers might deſcend alſo into their own laps, 
Thcſe being the true Chymical Drops to reltorc,ens 
liven and invigorate the tir*d ſpirits of ſuch huns 
ger-ſiarv'd Expectantss And where, throughout 
the whole Britiſh World, are they to be had in 
greatcr plenty than at London ? And by the ſcquell 
ot the ttory, we may believe this was an approved 
Recipe in thoſe days. 'For ſome Informations had 
been given in againſt the Londoners, which in- 
ccns'd him, and to ſuch a degree, that the Com- 
monalty, Fabian tells us, was indidcd with other 
Sheriffs, and therefore conſequently their own 
likewſie, which might have brought great damage 
atrcſh to them, but that Providence then rais'd 
thcm up two Potent Fricnds and Favourers among 
the Spiritual Lords, by whoſe advice they madean 
hun b'e ſupplication to the King, and fo by their 
aid and affiltiance, with help of other Lords of the 
City, the Kings anger was much ' appeaſedz But 
yet neverthicleſs Blank Chartcrs were brought into 
the City, and many of the moſt ſubſtantial men 
| thereof 
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thereof fort to ſeal them , highly to their difad. 
vantage , - which was likewiſe ſoon after put in 
practice in many other Counties, So fatal was 
the Citizens Example to the reſt of the Land, and 
ſo little gain*d they themſelves in theſe Conjun+ 
ures by their Submiſſions, Refignations, and other 
like compliances to the Court , beſides expence, 
charge, and much trouble, and the continual tears 
of greater molcliations for the futurc. 

But when was this and how was it brought as 
bout*? if we tracc the Scenes of times and attairsa 
Jittle backwards, by the unerring Clue of Authen» 
tick Hiltory,, we ſhall find theſe tranſattions to bear 
date ſome years after the end of the Parliament, 
that wrought wonders , when poſſibly *twas al- 
moſt torgot, and it's Statutes, by ſome Mens Ar- 
tifices, ſlighted through diſuſe and incxecution. Nets 
thcr was indeed theſe latter proceedings attempted, 
till after that , by ſeveral tricks and devices ( as 
naming Sheriffs tit to ſerve turns, and impoling 
ſuch Repreſcntatives on the Borough Towns, as 
would be byaſs'd to betray their Country, belides 
a violent ſeizure of the Country Lords likely to 
oppoſe) the Court had got a Parliament totheir 
minds, that would do their own bulineſs, not the 
Nations, and prefer the private gain of ſome tew, 
betore the publick benctit of the whole Common- 
wealth, 

What ſort of Parliament this was, and how fairly 
things were carried, we may in'orm our fclves out 
of Stow's Annals, where we tind it upon Record, 
in the ewenty firlt year of this King, how that all 
of a ſuddain, in the midſt of a great calm and outs 
ward ſerenity, the King caus'd the'principalsot the 
party, thought molt oppoſite to Court delignes, to 
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be fciz'd on and imprifon'd, and among the reſi 
his own Uncle, as Chict, (ſo unſecure is Kindred 
and Alliance among, Kings and Princes,) tells the 
Commons by Proclamation that their apprehenfi» 
un was founded on new Tranſgrethors not old 
Crimes, (though theſe afterwards were the great 
oftenccs laid to their charge) procures their In» 
dictn;cnt at Nottingham, fuborns ſcycral Nobles to 
impeach them in the next Parliament, Afembles 
many MalctaCctors of the County of Cheſter in the 
naturc of a Guard, and then ſummons the Parlia- 
ment, Thither came the Nobles with an Armed 
Retinue, for fear of the King, ſuch Knights are 
choſen Prolocutors, as are deſcribed to be void of 
all manner of goodneſs, as in whom nought was to 
be found, but a natural Covetuouſncſs, unſatiable 
Ambition; Intollerable Pride, and Hatred ot the 
truth, and the Clergy, upon pain of lofinz thcir 
Temporaltics , injoyn'd to choſe them a Common 
Pro&or, who thereupon appointed Sir Henry Per- 
cy, Steward of the Kings Houthold, to aſſent in 
their Names to all things done in the Parliament, 
How then things were likely to be ordered in the 
two Houſes, *tis no hard matter for us to guels, 
eſpecially when we remember, that the Annalilt 
tcl!s us, the Parliament Houle was compals'd about 
with tour thouſand of the Kings Archers, who 
ſeem to have been ready prepar'd on all occalions 
tor an Onſet, and once more particularly, miltak* 
ing the noiſe, uſuaily made at the Parliament's 
Mcn coming out of the Houſe, for a Tumult» 
ous Broil and Contcntion, with their Bows bent, 
Arrows fitted, and drawing,thcy were upon the point 
ot (ſhooting, to the terrour of all preſent , till the 
Kings coming r<Citicd their miſtake and, pacitied 
LLC, 1o 
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To tell of recalling of Pardons, diſannulling of 
Charters, making void of Commiſſions, revoking 
former Judgments, impeaching, arraigning, con- 
demning, and aCtually puniſhing the oppolite Party, 
ſome with loſs of Eſtates, Lives and all, others 
with forfeitures of all worldly Goods and perpe- 
tual irrevocable impriſonment, I elicema needleſs 
labour, Sufhce it therefore to remark, how follici- 
tous the Court was, at this juncture, to render 
their own Party as Saints, and the others as moſt 
guilty Criminals, to take off the conteſting Lords, 
as diſloyal Traytors, ard reſtore in the Eye of the 
Law the Reputation of Courticrs formerly con- 
demn'd, in the eleventh year of this King, as if they 
had been the honeltclt and loyalleſt Subjects in the 
Nation, and undo, as much as in them lay, what 
ever was then done in the Parliament that wrought 
wonders, notwithſtanding that in many things they 
imitatzd that Aſſembly, when they thought it tor 
their peculiar advantage, as in Lords Appcllants, 
Oaths to make all-the-judgmcnts, Ordinances and 
Statutes unrepealable, and Excommunication of 
the Breakers or In;pvgners of them, but in others 
farout did it, as in revoking all Pardons pleaded 
by the oppoſite Lords, (under the notion of being 
unlawfully made, or ſo by the King granted unto 
them as not to be againſt himſelt ) and excuſing 
thoſe equally guilty ot the fame actions, becauſc 
Jook'd on at that time as uſctul Infiruments in 
carrying, on the Court Intreagues, viz. ſupprefling 
the principal Aﬀertors of Liberty and Property, 
in paliny, a general Pardon with the Exception of 
htty Perſons not expreſs'd by name, ( whereby any 
one at pleaſure might be made liable to cenſure, 
25 one of the Perſons excepted, it thought a Fa» 
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vourer of the contrary ſide ) and conferring the 
whole Power of the Parliament upon certain Lords 
and Commons, fully to anſwer all Bills, and wholly 


to determine all other matters mov'd in Parliament, 


and not determined, with all their Dependents 
C as miſchievousa Prefident as Sylla's Profcription, 
though *tis hoped not as practicable) beſides the 
prcjudging and conhning of Parliament Dcbates 
by the Judges Opinions, That when Articles are 
propounded by the King to be handled in Parlia- 
ment, if other Articlcs be handled betore thoſe be 
firſt determined, that it is Treaſon in them that do 
it. 

Such being the Aﬀts of this Aſſembly, and the 
conſequences of the Courts prcfcnt fuccels ( inta- 
king off the Heads of the other Party, who durſt 
at every turn contelt therewith in behalt of thoſe 
treeborn Eny liſh Twins Liberty and Property ) 
under which the Nation with filcat murinurs lan- 
guithed and lamented, when they fo foon, after 
the end of this Parliament at Shrewsbury, and the 
Kings Progreſs into the Welt, faw no Icfs than 
ſeventcen Counties in Eaſt England indictcd by the 
Kings command, and as a grievous offence laid to 
their charge, that they had been againſt him with 
the Duke of Glocefer, Earls of Arundel and Warwick 
(the late Principals amongſt the conteiiing Lords, 
but now ſecur'd faſt cnough, the two tirft under the 
indiſſolvable Bonds of Death, the other under the 
Chains of a perpetual Impriſoament in the Iſle of 
man ) and (everal honourable Pcrions {cnt to induce 
the Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, to make a 
Submithon by Writinz, ſcal'd with their own 
Hands, acknowledging themſelves Traytors to ihe 
King, though they ncyer oftcaded him in Word e 
Dcevy, 
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Decd : Beſides the compelling all the Religious 
Gentlemen and Commons, to fſct their Seals to 
Blank-Charters, that they might be opprefF'd leve- 


rally, or all at once, at pleaſure, fome being made 


to pay a thouſand Marks, ſome a thouſand Pounds : 
And an Order iflued out, through every Shire in 
England, that all Gentlemen and Men of Subſtance 
ſhould be ſworn firmly to maintain, according to 
their power, all the Statutes, Articles, and Con» 
ſtitutions ordained in the laſt Parliament. We may 
ealily conclude the Court, though the Citizens of 
London were not over much in love with theſe en. 
ſlaving Statutes, unaccultomed Oaths, infnaring 
Blanks, and infurc'd Submiſſion, and ſuſpected 
them ready enough, upon occaſion, to oppole, and 
withſtand theſe manifefi encroachments ot Antino- 
mian Prcrogative upon the Liberty of the Subject, 
and ſtrive to ſtrike off theſe Fetters, and Shakles of 
Slavery upon the next opportunity, before they 
were thorowly rivetted by Time and Preſcription, 
and therefore clteemed it their wiſeſt Courl: to be 
gin with them tirſt, by the uſual Method of Indict- 
ments, while they had the Reins of Government 
in their own hands, and ſo conſequently power 
enough to manage the Law, as they themſelves 
pleaſed, to wind and turn it about to their in- 
tereſts, and bend it to their own irregular De- 
fires and Deſigns, ſince that they lik*d not to have 
them contin'd within the limits and bounds thereof; 

This manner of aing, however by the by ap- 
pears to me the moſt beaten Path to Deſtruction, 
and the high way to. the Actors unavoidable Ruin, 
and I think I have reaſon, Hiſtory and Experience 
all on my fide. This the City ſeems well to have 
nnderſiood, and therefore with Prulence choſe - 
encr 
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ther to yield to the times for a ſeafon, than pre- 
ſently to ſtrive againſt the running ſtream, and 
immediately to fall a rowing againſt high wind 
and Tidez butas ſoon as cver the flowing waters 
began to Ebb, and the tide was a turning, the City 
Barge ſtruck in with the returning waves, and af* 
filicd to ſteer the Ship of the Common-wealth toa 
quite different Haven from that, whither the Court 
was turioally driving hcr before. And then for the 
moli tayourable of the Citizens to ſhew themſelves 
but taint Regardleſs friends, was far lefs beneticial 
tothe deſolate forſzken King , than for others of 
them to appear carneli Encmies in fo critical a 
Juncture, was diſadyantagious to this unfortunate 
Prince, as he may well be term'd , either for ha» 
ving none but ill Councellors and faithlels Tren- 
cher-fricads about him, and hearkning ſo much to 
their pernitious 2nd deſiruQtive advice, or clſc for 
the detcA of his Judgment in not diſcerning between 
their private ſelf ends, and his own ſpecial and 
particular intereſt, viz. Impartiality in doing Juſtice 
to all Statcs and Perſons, trom the higheſt to the 
loweſt, ſquaring all his own actions by the knowa 
Rulcs of the Law of the Land, to the pleating of his 
people, not by the compaſs of other mens unſtable 
tancics and anomalous Plat-forms, to the loſs of his 
Subjccts love and affection, and the unhappy fate, 
that attended him upon this his ill conduct, when 
he was violently thrown out of the Chair of State 
into a profound Aby(s of miſcrics and infelicitics, 
and irrecoverably caſt out of a Regal Throne into 
an unavoidable Priſon , between which and his 
grave he had but few ſteps to make- 

For we arc to know that, as in the turning of 
fortuncs wheel the ſpoke, that is got upcrmoli, 
pre- 
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preſently begins to decline , and ſo runs down- 
wards, till it comes to be the under-moſt of all; or 
like as Syſiphus ſtone forc'd up, een almoſt to the 
very top of the Hill, preſently tumbles: down a+ 
gain to the bottom with a ſwiftnc(s and- violence 
not to be liop*t, by the firength of art or nature, fo 
this Prince, arriv'd in a manner to the keigth of 
his defires, by the Caprice of fortune, or rather 
by-the over-ruling power of a ſuperior Being, was 
ſuddenly, and unexpectedly, beyond Recovery 
hurPd down, from the Grandeur of a Potent King, 
into the loweſt Station among Men , the Contine- 
ment of a Priſon, and that too occaſion'd by the 
very ſame way and means, whereby he thought to 
have ſccur'd to himſclf a more fixt and fetled en- 
joyment of his greatneſs, as comes now of courſe 

to be ſhewn in manner following, | 
Alter the ſuppreſſion of the oppoſite Party, 
under the ſhadow of Law, and Juſtice , difſention 
happening between the two Dukes of Norfo!k and 
Hereford, both then great at Court, to the mutual 
accuſation of each other, the King greedily lays 
hold on the opportunity , and: inſtead of permit- 
ting them, according tothe Cuſtom ot thoſe times, 
where clear proofs were wanting, to make good 
their accuſations by the Sword in a ſingle Combat, 
as had been alſo before appointed, unadviſcdly ba- 
niſbes thein both the Land, the firſt for ever, and 
the latter for a term of ycars, with this hard mea» 
lure into the bargain, that they ſhould not ſue for 
a releaſe of their Judgments on pain of Treaſon, 
whereby he made both his Enemics, and the Jatz 
tr {0 much the more dangerous, the nearer he tlood 
Related to the Crown , and the more inveterate, 
n that the King had procur'd the Letters Pattents, 
before granted him, to ſue by Attorney tor Lands 
dCe 
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deſcended to him, to be revok'd by Aſent of Par- 
liament, and declar'd to be againlt Law, and had 
afterwards, upon bis Father Fohnof Gamnts death, 
violently ſcis'd on all his Eſtate, whereto Hereſord 
was Heir, Then, amidfi the murmurs of the 
People for miſgovernment and ill guidence of the 
Realm, away goes the King for Ireland with a puiſ- 
ſant Army (when he thought he had lett all things 
ſecure in England, by the advantage he had made 
of the laſt Parliament, by cngrofſing whatever he 
pleaſed into his own hands, by the tricks found 
out to raiſc Money of the Subject by Blanks, &c, 
and the Subſidy he had gain'd in Parliament, during 
his Life, upon the continuance whereof without 
moleſtation he openly declar'd his you Pardon 
ſhould ftand and no otherwiſe ) and managed his 
Arms therewith ſucceſs enough, but ill news out of 
England, that the Duke of Hereford ( by his Fathers 
death Duke of Lancaſter) was landed in England un- 
der colour of claiming his Inheritance, and raisd 
people as he went, allarm?*d him, and bad advice aft- 
terwards, which detair'd him longer than his pro- 
miſc in Ireland ( fo loath were his Counſcllors to 
ſparc his company, under the ſheltcr of whoſe Per- 
{on and preſence lay their greatcli hopes of proteRi- 
on )quite ruin'd him. For coming over and hinding 
the Army gone away, which the Earl of Salisbury 
had rais'd againſt his coming,and had newly volun» 
tarily disbandcd it ſelf, upon the Kings tarrying too 
long bchind the Earl in Ireland, his courage fail'd 
him, and he truſting more to flight than fighting, 
the treachery of his Principal Officers deceiv'd him, 
and he himfſclf aiſo, by foothing words and fair 
promiſes, was decoy'd into the Duke of Lancaſter's 
hands, who ſoon ſecur'd him faſt cnough, without 
any intent to let him looſe again in halie, 

Now 
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: Now the King is in hold, let us ſee how the 
Citizens behav'd themſelves in this great Turn and 
Change of the Times. They had 1n this Kings Non- 
age, in his Grandfathers dayes, appear*d the un- 
daunted Aſſertors of his Right and Title; and in * 
the beginning of his Reign contributed much to 
his Security and Settlement on the THRONE : 
But a new Generation being ſprang up in Twent 
Years ſpace, and their old Services at laſt fo ill 
requited, by new attempts on their Liberties, by 
Inditements and blank-Charters, inſtead of ſtanding 
up with their Lives and Fortunes in the Kings De- 
fence and Vindication, they openly devoted them- 
ſelves to anothers Service, and became the known 
Favourers of that Party, which aſliſted to Depoſe 
this unhappy Prince, and ſet up in His Room the 
Duke of Lancaſter, under the Name and Title of 
Henry the Fourth, As is provable, both from Sta- 
tute-Law (viz. the Act made in the Firſt of this 
New K:77, to be ſeen in the Statute-Book, Cap. 15. 
An. 1. H.4. Where we find expreſs mention of 
the good and lawful behaviovr of the Mayor, Sheriffs, 
and Aldermen, and all the Commonalty of the ſame 
City of London towards him) and Stow's general 
Chronicle of England, wherein we read, at 'the 
latter end of the Life and Reign of K:ng Richard 
the Second, Thar after the Duke was come from 
Coventry to St. Albans, about five or fix Miles be- 
fore his coming w London, the Mayor, and the 
Companies in the Liveries, with great Noile of 
Trumpets, mes the Duke, doing more Reverence 
to him, than to the King, Rejoycing that GOD 
had ſent them ſuch a Prince that had Conquer*d 
the Realm, z. ce. the Conrt-party, within one 
Months ſpace : Whereupon, when the Duke was 
come within two Miles of the City, he ſtopt his 
* Army, 
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Army, as if out of Reverence, and Acknowledg- 
ment, and in Submiſſion thereto, and ask't Ad- 
vice of the Commons thereof, what they would 
do with the King; who Anſwered, they would He 
ſhould be led to Weſtminffer ; upon which, to them 
He was delivered, and they led him accordingly 
to WeStminſter, and from thence by Water to the 
Tower. Nay, ſome of the Lonaonrrs publickly 
ſhew*d themſelves ſo much His Enemies, as to Af- 
{emble together with an-intent to have met Him 
without the City, and there to have Slain him for 
his former Severitics: But the Mayor, and Rulers, 
and beſt of the Commonalty, upon Information 
hereof, with ſome difficulty. rectained them there- 
from. After the Citizens had thus receiv*d the 
Kirig into their Cuſtody, and in eficct thereby 
made 2 publick Declaration of their Minds and 
Opinions, as to the great Change l1icceeding the 
Duke, we are told, entred Lo»dz2 by. the chief 
Gete, and Rode through Cheapſide ta St. Pauls, 
and there Lodg'd for ſome time; 1o ſecure was 
he of the Citys good Will and Aﬀection to him, 
and afterward in October held a Parl: amet in Weſt 
mimſter-Hall, where the old &ing*s Depolition, 
and the new £&:n2s Election were compleated. 

I ſhall not itay to make a long Paraphraſe up- 
on the Cityes proccedings in this Affair, it being 
Matter cf Fat, and undeniable, that the City 
conſented hereto, from the aforeiaid pallages, 
which may be likewiſe thought very much to have 
intend the Nation in their Ei&tions to that 
Parliamert, if, from the Annaliits Computations 
we may ſafely and truly aver, that the Parka» 
ment-4en were choſen after theſe Tranſactions 
at London, becauſe Forty dayes at lealt interven'd 
between this time and the firlt }/eare/e/ay in on 
o, 
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ker, whereon he ſayes the Parliament began. If 
my be deſirous of another Obſervation, I leave 
them to their own Liberty to inter, trom Hiſto- 
ry and the Premiſes, that it much conduc't to 
facilitate the K:g%s Depoſition, that he had no 
known, and generally acknowledg?d Heir, of his 
own Body lawfully begotten, boldly to ſtand up 
for Him, and ſtrongly plead his Cauſe in Armour, 
for his own particular Intereſt, as well as out of 
2due ſence of his Duty. Neither indeed do I 
well ſee how he could have any, ſince that he had 
none by his firſt Wife, that I read of, his ſecond 
Queen was too young, another Heir was publick- 
ly pointed out to the Nation, and he himſelf was 
alſo looſely addicted, as ſeems plain beyond diſ- 
pute. His Laſcivious living being hinted to us in 
Burtoz?s Hiſtorical Remarks of £9naon, among the 
Articles drawn up againlt him ; and we have great 
reaſonto think it was an imputation too true, when 
we read of ſeveral Ladyes expelPd the Court in 
the Elevento of his Reign, by the Procurement of 
the conteſting Lords ; and a little before the tit- 
ting of the Wonder-Wozking-Parlfament; and 
take Notice, out of Corron?s Abridyment, of the 
Houſe of Commons Requeſt in the 1 werrict Year, 
for the avoiding the ourragious Expences of the 
Kins*s houſe, and namely of B ſhops, and Ladyes, 
and the Kg%s Anſwer thereto made, That he 
would be free therein; and that the Commons there- 
by had offended againſt him, his Dignity, and 
Liberty: Such was his Indignation againſt them 
for deſiring to controul him in this Point; and fo 
highly incensgd was he thereat, that, to Appeaic 
lim, the Exhibiter of the Bill was adjudg*d to 
de as a Traytor, though, upon ſome great Ones 
Wportunity, his Life was for that time ſpared, 
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and he himſelf at length reſtor*d in Blood, and 
to the recovery of his Goods, Livings, Lands, and 
Tennements, at the next Ki-7s comming to the 
Crown. But how, I trow, come the Biſhops to 
be complaiwd of by the Commons among the Miſ- 
ſes? Were they ſuch Courters of Ladyes, as, in- 
ſtead of rebuking» to follow, or rather give bad 
Examples to the K:7g and Country ? Yet nowl 
think owt, theſe were Pop:lh, not Proteſtant Bi- 
ſhops: Though I ſcarce believe, every one of them, 
that, to the view of the World, gives.himſelf a 
Proteſtant Title, 1s able well and truly to plead 
not Guilty : If Noli-fet-ole-chery, be a Motto 
rightly father'd upon one of our Veſtera Dio- 
ceians. 
How all things in a manner concur'd to further 
IK: ing Richards Depolition, and that he was aCtu- 
ally depogd, hath already been ſpoken of, which 
neverthele barely did not content the Party, 
but they would needs have it done in a formal 
ard ſolemn way : Firlt, the King muſt make a pub- 
lick Renunciation of all Right, Title and Claim 
to the Crown, then Commiſhoners are by the States 
appointed in their IVames to pronounce the Sten- 
tence of his De poſition . from the Throne, and 
make to him a Retiznation of their homage and 
icalty F for their Loyalty ſeems plainly enough to 
bave been gone before. Neither did they think 
this enough but were rcfolv'd over and & 
bove to leave Articles againtt him upon Record, 
whercin are expreſied the 1]l things done by or 
thers in his Reign, and as they ſay, by his Aur 
thority, Vi hereby they deirgned to jultite what they 
had done towards the unhappy Kings Depoſition, 
which vilbly pay'd the way to his Grave. $0 
pernicious is iz for Princes to ſuſter their Autho- 
rity 
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rity to be abus'd, to ſhelter other mens Crimes, or 
their Names to be made uſe of, without a Preſent 
Reſentment, to carry on Deligns hateful to the 
People, though they neyer conſent thereto them- 
ſelves as their own Act and Deed. For I 
hope we may charitably Conclude what the wor- 
ſhipful Knights, Sir /44y and Sir Hauzlty, the 
other-ill belov*d wight, did, in laying a trap to 
catch the Conteſting Lords in the 11th. year of 
this King, was without the K#ys privity becauſe 
he ſwore it, as in page though poflibly 
they ſhrouded themſelves under the ſhelter of his 
Authority, and pretended his Warrant and Com- 
mand for what they delign*d and endeavoured. 
And perhaps they had (as Sir Richard Biker words it) 
2 warrant Dorman, to proſecute the Kings Ends 
without the K:7gs Knowledge. 

The Articles and Objections laid againft the 
King are to be found in Cortor”s Abridgment. 1, 
H. 4. whence I truſt I may ſecurely tranſcribe them, 
without hazarding the Courtcous Readers Diſplea- 
ſure, to ſhew him the gricvances of the aze, as 
they are thcre expreſt in this form of words ; 
Beſides the Kings Oath made at his Coronation, 

Firſt, for waſtinz and belfowing of the 
Lands of the Crown upon noworthy Perſons, and 
over-charging the Commons with Exactions. For 
that the Kino by undue means procurd divers 
Juſtices to ſpcak againſt the Lzw, to the De- 
ſtruftion of the Duke of GEucester, and the Earls 
of Arimdel and Warwick, at Shrews:iy, For that 
the Kino ac2inſt his Promiſe, procured the Duke 
of Ireland ſundry Rebells about Choſe, where di- 
verſe Murders by him were committed. For that 
the King againſt his own Promiſe and Pardon, 
the Solemn Proceſſion apprehended tie Duke 
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of Glouceſter, and ſent him to Callice, there to be 
choked and murdered, beheading the Earle of 4r- 
undel, and baniſhing the Earl of Warwick and the 
Lord Cobham, For that the Kings Retinue, and 
rout gathered out of Cheſh::e about the apprehen- 
ſion of thoſe Nobles, committed diverſe Murders, 
Rapes, and other Fellonies, beſides refuſing to pay 
for their Victuals. For that the Kg condemn- 
ed the Nobles aforeſaid, for divers rodes made 
within the Realm, contrary to his open Proclama- 
tion. For that the King doubly Fined Men for their 
Pardons. For that the Kiny to oppreſs his whole ſub- 
jects, procured in his laſt Parhament, that the Pow- 
er thereof was committed to certain Perſons. For 
that the Kms being ſworn to Miniſter right, 
did notwithſtanding enact in the laſt Parliament, 
that no mediation ſhould be made for the Duke 
of Lancaſter, contrary to his ſaid Oath. For that 
the Crown of E-glard being freed from the 
Pope, and all other forraign Power, the Ky not- 
withitanding procured the Popes Excommunicati- 
on on ſuch as brake the laſt Parliament, in de- 
rozation of the Crown, Statutes and Laws of 
the Realm. For that the Km7 baniſhed the Duke 
of Lancaſter for 10 years, without any Cauſe, as 
the ſame Kg openly affirmed. For that the 
King unlawiully revoked the Letters Patents made 
to the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter, in An. 21. For 
that the Kino contrary to the Laws and will of 
the Juſtices, ſuffered Sheriffs to continne longer 
than one year, and placed ſuch therein, as were 
nnafit. * For that the Kg repayed not to his Sub- 
jects debts of them "os. Fun For that the King 
in the time of Truce and Peace, exacted great Sub- 
fidies, and walſtcd the ſame about frivilous mat- 
ters. For that the Kin” refuſed to execute the 

| Laws, 
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Laws, Saying that the Laws were jn his Mouth 
and Breaſt. For that the King, by procuring by 
the Þ} Statutes that he might be free as any of his Pro- 
and | genitors, did under colour thereof ſubvert Laws 
en- | according to his Will. For that the Km7z pro- 
ers | cured Knights of the Shires to be made to ſerve 
pay {| his own will. For that the King enforced Sheriffs 
nn- {| to be Sworn to execnte all Commandemens, un- 
ade | der the Great Seal, Privy Seal, or Signet, con- 
na- {| trary to their accuſtomed Oaths. For that the 
ieir | King to wrack many from his Subjects, prc- 
ub- | cured 17 ſeveral Shires'to ſubmit themſelves to 
w- | his Grace, whereby great ſnms of mony were 
For | Levied. For that the King being Sworn to ob- 
ht, | ferve the Liberties of the Church, notwithſtand- 
nt, | ing, at his Voyage into Jreland, enforced diverſe 
uke { Religious Perſons to give Horſe, Armour, 2nd 
hat | Carts. For that the Juſtices, for their good 
the | Councel grven to the Kring, were with evil 


ot- | Countenance, and threats rewarded. For that the 
ati- | Ag of his own Will, in paſſing into [rcland, 
de- | carricd with him, the [reafſrres, Relignes, and 0- 


of | ther Jewels of the Realm, which were uſed faſe- 
uke | ly to be kept in the Kmmgs own Crf/rs from all 
as hazard : and for that the ſame Kino cancelled, 
the | and razed ſnndry Records. 


ade For that the Ki77 by writing to Forreign Prin- \ 
For | es, and to his own Subjects, is repnred uniye: - 
of | fally, a moſt variable and diflemblins man. For 
gel that the Ki»s would commonly fay among the 
ere Nebles, that all Subjets, Lives, £2, nd Gods, 
ub- were in his hands without any foriciture. For 
ng tht the #727 ſoflered his Subjets to be con- 
ab- demned by Marſhal-Law, contrary to his Oath 
at- and the Laws of the Realm. For that tlie Sub- 
he jets being only bound by their Ailegiance, were 
wm, 4 yer 
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yet driven to take certain New Oaths, for ſery- 
ing the folly of the King, For that the King by 
his private Letters, would charge the Eccleſia(- 
tical Miniſters in any new Canonical matter, to 
ſtay, contrary to his Oath. For that the King 
by force in his Parliament, baniſhed the Arch Bi- 
ſhop of Cantervury, without any good Ground. 
For that the King by his laſt Will paſſed under 
the Great Seal, and Privy Signet, gave unto his 
Succeſlors, certain Money and Treaſure, upon 
Condition to perform all the Acts and Orders in 
the laſt Parliament, which being ungodly and un- 
lawful, he meant as ungodlily to dy in. For 
that the K77g in the 11th. of his Reign, in his Chap- 
pel, in the Manour of Langley, in the preſence 
of the Duke of Lancaſter and Yorke, and others, 
received the Sacrament of the Lords Body, that 
he would never impeach the Duke of Glowceſter his 
Uncle, for any thing before done; and yet to the 
Contrary procured him to be murdered. For 
that the Kg molt fraudulently and untruely a- 
gainſt his own Oath, Baniſhed the Arch Biſhop 
of Cantervury, and waſted his Goods : in which 
Article, in private Conference between the ſaid 
Arch Biſhop, the King in a manner prophelſied, 
and doubted that the like would happen of himſelf; 
and thereupon ſhewed a ſpecial Token to the 
Arch Biſhop, That if he ſent the ſame at any time, 
that the Arch Biſhop ſhould look that the King 
would come to him. 

Theſe were the Imputations laid to his charges 
and that they were then thought true, or at lealt 
not contradicted, is ſelf-Evident, all ſeeming 
hizhly deſirous of a Change, and few diſpos'd to 
eſpouſe the depogd Kings Cauſe and Interelt, fo 
furious and violent was the Current of thy 
Time$) 
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Times, as to bear away well nigh all before it : 
That Parliament being ſo full of the new Kings 
Favourers, and ſo empty of the old Kings true 
and cordial Friends, that I remember to have 
read of but, one, viz. the Loyal Bilhop of Car- 
liſle ; who, after a little Demur of a few dayes 
time, upon a Motion made in Parliament about 
the diſpoſal of King Kichard, ſtood up boldly, 
and undauntedly, for his old Lord and Maſter, 
in the midſt of his profeſſed, and declared Ene- 
mies> and known Deſerters. His Speech (as a 
rare Example of Fidelity giving us the very Quin- 
teſſence of Loyalty) I ſhall venture to ſet down 
out of Sir Richard Bakers Chronicle, with the Con- 
ſequents as follows. 


*My Lords, The Matter now propounded, 
*is of marvellous- Weight and Confequence, 
<* wherein there are two Points chiefly to be con- 
*Fdered; The Firſt, whether King Kichard be 
* ſufficiently put out of his Throne ; The Second, 
«© whether the Duke of Lancaſter be lawfully taken 
*'n, For the Firſt, How can that be ſufficient- 
«ly done, when there is no Power ſufhcient to 
*do it ? The Parliament cannot, for of the Par- 
*liament the King is the Head; and can the 
* Body put down the Head ? You will fay, but 
*the Head may bow it ſelf down; and may the 
*King reſign ? It is true ; but what force is in that 
*which is done by force ? And who knows not that 
© King Kichard*s Reſignation was no other ? But ſup- 
« poſe he be ſufficiently out, yet how comes the 
*Duke of Lazcaſter to be lawfully in? If you 
©ſay by Conquelt, you ſpeak Treaſon; For what 
* Conquelt without Arms? And can a Subje* take 
*Arms againſt his lawful Soveraign, and not be 
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&« Treaſon ? If you ſay by Election of the State, 
«you ſpeak not reaſon; for what Power hath 
«the State to Elect, while any is Living that 
« hath Right to Succeed ? But ſuch a Succeſſor 
«is not the Duke of Lancaſter, as deſcended 
& from Edmund Crouchback, the Elder Son of 
«King, Edward the Third, though put by the 
«Crown. for deformity of his Body; for who 
« knows not the falſeneſs of this Allegation ? See- 
<« ing it is a thing Notorious, that this Edmund 
< was neigher the Elder Brother, nor yet Crock- 
« Back*r (though called ſo from ſome other rea- 
&« ſon} but a goodly Perſonage, and without any 
« deformity. And your ſelves cannot forget a 
<« thing ſo lately done, who 1t was that in the 
« Fourth Year of King Richard was declared by 
& Parliament to be Heir to the Crown, in caſe 
« King {:c:27d ſhould dye without Iſſue. But 
& why then is not that Claim made? Becanſe fi- 
« Jent Lev es iriter Arma,W hat diſputing of Titles a- 
<« -2inſt the ſtream of Power ? But however it is 
<« extream Injuſtice, that King R:chard ſhould be 
« condemn'd, without being heard, or' once al- 
« lowed to make his Defence. And now, My 
& Lords, 1 have ſpoken thus at this time, that 
« voy may conſider of it before it be too late; 
<« for as yet it is in your Power to undo that 
£ ;aſtly, which you have unjultly done. 


Much to this Purpoſe was the Biſhop's Speech; 
but to as little purpoſe as if he had gone about 
to call back Yeſterday. "The Matter was too 
far gone; and ſcarce a Perſon there preſent, 
that. had not a Hope of either a private or pub- 
lick Benefit by that which was done. Yet againſt 
this Spezch of the Biſhop, there was neither pro- 
teſting 
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teſting nor excepting: It paſſed in the Houſe as 
but one Man's Opinion : And as for the King, 
it was neither fit he ſhould uie much Severit 
againſt any Member of that Parliament, whic 
had ſo lately ſhewed ſo much Indulgence to- 
wards him; nor indeed ſafe, to be too hot in 
his Puniſhment, when he was yet ſcarce warm 
in his Government. Yet for a warning to uſe 
their Liberty of Speech with more Moderation 
hereafter 3 the Biſhop was Arreſted by the Mar- 
ſhal, and Committed to Priſon in the Abby of 
St. Albans ; but afterwards, without further Cen- 
ſure, ſet at Liberty, till upon a Conſpiracy of 
Lords, wherein he was a Party ; he was Condem- 
ned to Dye, though through Extremity of Grief 
he prevented Execution. Thus far the Chronicle. 
King Henry 1s now got into the Throne, (K:- 
chard being, thruſt into a Priſon, and afterwards 
into his Grave) and yet I dowt find him fo ſe- 
cure and well ſettled, but that he had many 0- 
pen Enemies ever and anon to Conteſt with, and 
not a few ſecret diſzuis'd Ones to fear and ſuſ- 
pet, with ſo many prickly Thorns was his new- 
gotten Crown lin'd. Therefore we have little 
reaſon to believe, he would ever wilfully dif- 
oblidge that City, whoſe Power and Strength he 
ſo well knew. The Mummery delign'd by ſome 
diſco;;tented Lords to be acted upon him at 
I'welfthtide at Windſor, in the Firlt of his Reign , 
The Battle fought between him and Sir Henry 
Hot ſpar, at Siewsbury in the Thid: The Riſing 
about 7 ork. in the Sixth : And the Battle of Bram- 
ham Afcore in_ the Eiphth, . beſides ſeveral other 
ſecret Attempts and Confpiracies, were as ſo ma- 
vy Admonitions to him to Fortity himieIf, what 
he could, with the Citizens love and afeftion, as 
his 
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his ſureſt, earthly Bulwark and Defence, next to 
his proſperous Succeſs in the aforeſaid Conteſts, 
which prevented the diſcontented from coming 
near enough to London, to attempt the raiſing 
there of new Broils and Commotions to diſturb 
his Repoſe, and the Cities Peace, if he had any 
Evil-willers therein capable of receiving ill Im- 
preſſions- As perhaps he had but few there, ſuch 
Care he took to oblidge them, and ſcarce any oc- 
caſion given to breed Murmurs and Complaints 
among them.. For He, who meerly at the Com- 
.mons requeſt, in the Fifth of his Reign, remov'd 
Four of his Menial Servants out of his Houſe, 
when he openly declar*d in Parliament, he then 
knew no cauſe thereof, but only for that they 
were hated of the People; and ſo often gratified 
his Houſe of Commons in their Petitions about 
his prime and principal Officers, and privy Coun- 
cellors, muſt needs be thought more ready to en- 
creaſe the Number of his Friends;than to make him- 
ſelf more Enemies, eſpecially in a City of ſuch great 
Riches, Power, and Strength, as London was then 
known to be beyond denial,diſpute,or contradiction. 

The City flouriſhed under -this King in the Re- 
novation of old, the Gw:ldhall of London, and the 
Erecting of new publick Structures, the Conduit 
upon C ornhil, and the Stoc ks- Market- Houſe ; was fa- 
mons abroad for the abundance of her Traflique, 
and number of her Traders ; and increas'd at home 
in Repute' and Renown, by the prevailing of her 
Mayor, and Commonalty, in their Conteſt with 
the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and other Lords, 
and Knights, 2bont pulling up the Wares in 
Thames, (over which by their Charter they clain!d 
a large Power as Conſervators of that their be- 
loved River) belides the many grounds and reaſons 
the 
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the King had to Glory in his confidence of the Love 
and Loyalty of her Citizens, and rejoyce in the 
continuance of their Afection to him and his Fa- 
mily. As is evident from thetimely Advertiſement 
the Mayor brought him, in the Firf of his 
Reign, of the Conſpiracy of the diſcontented 
Lords (who, under the colour of Chriſtmas Pa- 
ſtimes, as Mumming, &©c. delign'd Treacherouſly 
to have Slain him) to the forcing him very ſca- 
ſonably, as incredulous as he was before, into a be- 
lief of the-reality of the Plot, and accompanied 
him the ſame Night from Wirdſor to London ; 
whereby he purchasd to himſelf Security, diſap- 
pointed the Conſpirators, and got time and oppor- 
tunity to puniſh the Plotters. And may alſo be in- 
ferd from the ſucceſsful care the Mayor, Sheriff's, 
and other Citizens took in ſtilling the midnight dit- 
ference happening in Eaſtcheap on Midſomer-Eve, 
in the Twelfth of his Reign, when two of his youn- 
ger Sons Sup't there late at Night, and might con- 
ſequently have been greatly indanger*'d, had the 
Tumult laſted any time. Theſe are Inſtances I 
find expreſly mention*d in Hiltory ; and who knows 
how many more there might be, that were never {0 
much taken Notice of by the Writers of that Age, 
as to be carefully tranſmitted to Polterity by their 
Pens.? Peradventure there were many more Eviden- 
ces. But I will not ſo munch in{iſt upon an Argument, 
that is but barely poſlible and probable, nor, with 
folly and impertinence enough, ſtay to- beg the 
Point of the Reader upon an uncertain ſurmiſe and 
conjecture. _Though it would be as abſurd in him 
to aſhrm, Thar all things ever done in the World, 
lince the Invention of Letters, have been commit- 
ted to Paper, as it would be monſtrouſly Ridiculous 
in me to pretend, to have ſeen and read all things 
rC- 
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remarkable, that ever were Wrote of this Honou- 
rable City, and her praiſe-worthy Actions. *Tis 
enough for my weakneſs and inability if I can tole- 
rably make out what 1 have here detign'd, concer- 
ning the Honour and Renown of this ſo famous and 
powerful a City, without offering at all the atteſt- 
ing Proofs, and confirming Evidences, that are to 
be found on Record. And if this Attempt ſhall be 
well accepted, it may haply be an encouragement to 
ſome more Learned,more Able, & more Skilful Pen, 
to produce the other more convincing Arguments, 
ſcatter*d up and down in the Annals, Chronicles, 
and other Monuments of Hiſtorians, and by gathe- 
ring together all the divided fragments of Remark, 
reduce them into one ſolid, firm, and laſting Peice, 
or make better improvement of the Arguments and 
Evidences here produc'd. 

Come we now to #Herry the 5th. A Prince not 
ſo wild in his Youth, when a Subject, and by 
his Father ſupſetted of ambitious deſigns, (though 
Caulleſly, and on no better grounds and reaſons, 
than the Calumnies, Slanders, and detraCtions of 
evil diſpogd perſons about the Court) as celebra- 
ted, when King, for the prudent Reformation of 
his own Perſon, wiſe Conduct of his affairs, and 
happy Government of the Realm, for his Valour, 
Magnanimity, and Heroical Actions, and the ever 
Glorious Achievements of his Reign, being one of 
the moſt Martial Princes, that ever {ate upon the 
Engliſh Throne, and beyond all his Predeceſlors 
Succesfull in his Frevch Expeditions. So that if 
Creſſy and Porttiers have hignly advanced the 
Name and Renown of the famous Black, Princez 
Agincourt ſhall eternize Henry of Aonmonth 
through all Generations, and with this addition of 
unparalleld Glory, That he 1:y'd and dycd in the 
heizhth 
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heighth of Grandeur,and his Victories werenot ſulli- 
ed with after Reproaches. Under therefore ſo 
Renowned a Conqueror, and io Good a King, 
is no marvel that we read ot no troubles in our 
Engliſh Fernſalem, nor hear of Conplaints in her 
Streets- We may expect rather to hear of the 
Gallantry of Rarceſhews and fine ſights, Pageants 
and Preſents, the harmonious concent of 4 ram- 
ts and Drums, and the tunable Viutick of Bells, 
the loud ſounding Acclamation 6i People, ard the 
unaccountable Number oc Borfircs, aud fire-works, 
the Common conſequents of V'*tories, and Try- 
umphs,and the uſual Entertaininent of Conquerours: 

Wherefore 1 ſhou]d now pals on of courte ro the 
next Kings reign, but that by the way I ſhall 
venture to treſpaſs a little upon the Readers Pa- 
tience, and to make an Obſervation or two upon 
the grounds and occalional Cauſes of reviving the 
War with France, which was under this King at- 
tended with ſach a Train of Victories We are 
to know then from ſuch Authentick Authors, as 
Fabian, Baker and the like, that the Commons 
harping upon the ſame ſtring, they did in Henry 
the 4th. days, viz. the Clergies Temporaltycs, by 
bringing in a Bull to take them away, the Biſhops, 
to divert the ſtorm, put the King upon claim- 
ing France as his Right, and offered him conſi- 
derable ſums of mony to engage and aflift him 
therein, whereby the Cloud, before hanging over 
their heads, was made to break upon the £French 
Coaſts, & they, who by their Office ſhould have ap- 
prov'd themſelves the Peace-makers of the world, 
[tir?d up the Furies of War & deſtruction, and inci- 
ted their Country-men to ſheath their Swords in their 
Neighbours Bowels, to preſerve to themſelves 
their large Revenues and worldly grandeur, their 
much 
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much envied Lands, Honours, and Preferments. . 
. Another advantage they likewiſe laid hold on 
to Promote their own Earthly advancement, by 
making uſe of this opportunity, to ſuppreſs the 
growth and encreaſe of the Wickiiviſts, the Puri- 
tans and Presoyterians of the age, whoſe Numbers 
began now more and more to encreaſe in- City and 
Country, and grew formidable to the whole Popiſh 
Hierzrchy, Theſe men, whom they could not 
vanquiuh by dint of Argument, ſo conformable 
were their Doctrines to the Scriptures, they 
thought it eaſier to oppreſs by the Civil Authori- 
ty, and the Power of the Magiſtrates Sword, where- 
on they had of late ſet a keener Edg, by pro- 
curing ſome laws to be made againſt them, under 
the Name and Norion of Lollards. And yet, ſuch 
was the ill fate of oppoſing the ſpreading of 
the Goſpel, that theſe Allertors of it's verity, 
like the Primitive Chriſtians of old, dayly encreaſt 
in Numbers 2nd Repute under their oppreſſions, 
and grew every age more mumerous in ſpight 
of 211 rhe malice and oppoſition: of their cruel and 
blood thirity Enemies : and much too by the ſame 
way and methods, the Evidence of truth, and in- 
fluence of zood lives and Exemplary Converſati- 
ons. Like the ancient Chriſtians they were dri- 
ven into holes and ſecret places, into private 
Conventicles and ſeperate Aſſemblies. And though 
they were not, like them, at every turn caPd 
upon to be caſt to the £:95, for dilobeying the 
Emperours Edits and Commands, yet away with 
them to the fire, and to burning of the He- 
reticks, Or in a little ſofter phraiſe, to putting the 
Kings Laws in Execution, were the: common 
outcryes made againlt them. 

But becauſe the diyerliity of their Religion and 
their 
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their - difference in opinion from the reſt of the 
Nation, were not thought Incentives jtrong enough 
to ſtir up the popular Rage & Fury,a more ompen- 
dious way was found out, inſtead of charging on 
their account all the Miſchiefs, Miſeries, and Diſ- 
aſters of the Times, to lay thedeteſtable Crimes of 
Treaſon and Conſpiracy at their doors. Hence may 
we conclude ſprung the Informations, given into 
the King, of ſome, that had conſpir*d ſuddenly to 
have Slain Him and his Brethren, and of numerous 
Aſſemblies meeting in St. G:l:9s Fields to that End. 
Hereon poſſibly may we ground the Knmour ſpread 
abroad of great offers made of Money by Sir Fohn 
Olacaſtles Favourers to the Scots, to invade the 
Realm in the Kings abſence in France, of the meet- 
ing of Sir John himſelf (who was a known W:cki:- 
"#) with Douglas the Scot, at Pomfratt, on the ſame 
Errand, and of Indentures and other Writings made 
betwixt him and the Duke of Albany, containing 
Inſtruftions to the Scots to beſiege Roxborouzh and 
Barwick, Such Stories may we look upon, as Re- 
ports likely enough to have been purpoſely ſpread 
abroad, to ſtir up the Peoples Animoſities againſt 
the Diſlenters of the times: Hitherto likewiſe ha 
ly may we impute the Original of the Schedules, 
{aid to be naiPd upon the Church doors in London, 
with threats of an hundred thouſand Men, ready 
to riſe upon Occaſion. Stow indeed; out of Wal- 
ſmgham the Monk, charges them upon Wick/iſts fa- 
vourers; yet have we reaſon to ſuſpect the firſt 
Author, as too partial in the Caſe, and queſtion 
whether theſe were not Popiſb Shams put upou the 
Nation by the W:ck{/zviſts Enemies, to raiſe a colour 
for an Out-cry againſt them. For at the Parlia- 
ment of the Fifth of this King, we read, in Cottor's 
Abridgment, of an haynous nc" againſt —_ 
l Te.il- 
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reCtions ; & iithe.end (mind this) they ſuſpect they 
wereLollards & Traitors; which made a way fora 


Requelt that Commiſſions at all times be granted to 
enquire of them. Whoever was Originally in fault, 


we may ſee from this where the blame ſhould light, 


and the ſeyerelt Proſecution too, could 'the Popiſh 
Prelates have had their Will, notwithſtanding the 
flightneſs of their thin-{pun pretences, and weak- 
neſs of their groundleis Imputations. A pretty 
device, to makeRiots and InjurreCtions ; and then 
accuſe the contrary Party of them, as if they had 
been ſo Fanatical, astumultuoully to meer together, 
vi & armis, without any Arms about them, or 
Weapons in their hands, to diſturb the Kings\Peace; 
and with no worſe deſign, than the Warrant of an- 
1nal Cuſtoms, whereon ſome, in an unheard of 
manner, without Law or Reaſon, and contrary to 
common ſence, intruded, to deprive them of the 
benefit thereof. 

Out of the forementioned Monkiſh Writer, Stow 
tells us of an Army of Twenty Five Thouſand, that 
were to have met Sir Jcb/ in St.'Gules's Fields; and 
yet. for all this great Cry we tind not One Hundred 
taken, though he affirms Sixty Nine of them to be 
condemn*d of Treaſon (upon ſuch kind of proots 
perhaps, as theſe, whereon the Compoſer of Sir 
Walter Rawleich's Life makes him. to have been 
found Guilty of Treaſon in the F#7/# of King Fames, 
for which he had the honour to be Beheaded about 
Forty Years after, upon his Return from his unſuc- 
ceſsful Grnyana Voyage) and Thirty Seven Hang. 
But the Record out of the Kings-Bench, the moſt 


authentick Evidence, mentions only, That Sir Ju - 


Oldcaſtic, and others, to the number of Twenty 
Men, calPd Zollzrds, at St.Gules, did conſpire to Subr 
vert the State of the Clergy (this it ſeems then was 
the 
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the principal Offence the reſt Aggravations, with- 


out which the Scales could not have been well 
neightd 'down) and to Kill the King, and his Bro- 


| ther, andother Nobles, as any Enzl:ſþ Reader may 


ſee in Cotrons Abridgment at the afore-cited Parlia- 
ment of the F:frh of this King. Where now are 
any good-grounds for this malicious Out-cry upon 
the Diſſenting Wicklzviſts for Traiterous Plotters 
and Conſpirators: And whats become of the great 
Army that Fame and Report had Rais'd ? Bnt per- 
haps the Inn-keepers, in the adjacent Hamlets, and 
neighbouring Villages, were not only their familiar 
Friends, but intimate Acquaintance; as Mr. Bas $ 
ingenuity (to the elevating, and ſurprizing of our 
Minds) hath taught us to expreſs it ; how other- 
wiſe this Achilles, and his dreadful Army of 14:r- 
midons, could have continued thus unſeen, and flipt 
away in Diſguiſe, ſeems not reconcileable to Sence 
and Reaſon. And yet how ſuch great Numbers 
could have lain hid within the compaſs of a Read- 
note, or have been put like Homers 1liads in a Nut 
ſell, is a thing that paſleth all my underſtanding to 
conceive. If ever ſach a thing was, as doubtleſs it 
never hapned in Ezrope, nor amongſt either our ar- 
tient or modern Reformers; certainly then this 
unconceivable Wonder muſt have fell out in the 
Reign of Queer Dick, King of no Lands, upon the 
Terra incognita of ſome other of the Farry Iſlands, 
bordering upon Utopia; where Prince Oberon and 
Queen Mab liv'd in dayly dread and fear of King 
Arthur, Sir Lancelot, and Sir Triſtram, and the reſt 
of the Knights of his round Table, or miſerably 
perplext themſelves every hour and minute with 
needleſs Scruples, Jealoufies, and Suſpicions, about 
the unimagin'd Deſigns of the Noble Duke Ogrer, 
to adyance himſelf and his little Mervire, who af- 
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terwards did ſuch heroick Exploits upon the Souldar 
of Babylon, and his bloody cut-throat Army of S4- 
14215, when he turn'd to the Aſſiſtance" of 'the fa 
mous C -arlemain and his Peers- 

But laying aſide theſe idle Stories of the Monkiſh 
Romancers, I paſs on, from our famous win-All, 
Herry of Monmonth, to the unfortunate Engl/h loſe 
All, Henry of Windſor, a far better Man than King, 
as being more intentive upon the Devotions of the 
Times, than the Government of his Realm; and 
better skilPd in his Beads, than his. Scepter ; and 
therefore ſeems rather cut out for a Prieſt than a 
Prince. In this Kings Minority, while ſuch great 
States-men and Patriots, as his molt renowned 
Uncles, Bedjord and Glouceſter, fate at the Helm, 
and ſteadily Steer*d the Ship of the Common-Weatth, 
one by his Arms, the other by his Arts, Honour, 
zrd Renown attended upon the &-: /-// Banners in 
Frarct; and the Land at Home 1n peace and quiet- 
neſs Flonriſhed under the benign Influence of their 
dirccefsful Councels, for the moſt part free from ci- 
vil Broils and Commotions; King ry being in 
actual Poſleſſion of both Crowns, under the con- 
du of ſuch noble and worthy Direftors. But 
when Death had ſnatch*d away one from his Regen- 
cy in Fraxce; and the other was difmilt from his 
Protectorſhip in Englard through the courſe of 
time: The King being grown in Years, and come 
to ripeneſs of Age, though not it. ſeems to ſuch a 
degree of underſtanding, as might capacitate him 
toaCt the partofa King, further than in Name and 
Shew ; his Afﬀairs in forreign Parts ſoon went mt 
{erably to wrack ; and being turn'd out of almol 
all beyond Sea, deadly Fewds and Arnimolities (the 
nſval attendants of ill Succeſs abroad) encrealſt ſo 
faſt at Home, between the Nobles ard great = 
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fons of the Realm, and fuch inteſtine Jars ſprung 
up in the Nation, that after many Battles fought, 
and much Royal Blood fſpilt, the York, Party pre- 
yaiPd over the Lancaſtrians, and the poor King 
himſelf, though the Miracle of Age for Devotion, 
loſt his Crown, Life, and All at laſt, 

Whether *rwas purely the ill ſucceſs abroad, or 
the ill management of the State at home, the un- 
happy Fate attending the Kings Matching with 
Queen Margaret, to the breach of a former Con- 
tract, or the unſeaſonable ſtirring of her and her 
accomplices to Suppreſs, Ruine, and Root our the 
other Party, whereby they were compelPd for their 
own Security to link themſelves together inthe {tric- 
teſt bonds of Confederacy, and itand continually 
upon their own Guard : Whether the weakneſs of 
the King, - or the reſtlefs Spirit of the Queen (too 
Attive tor her Sex), "The much reſented Death of 
the Duke of Gleceſter, or the ſubtle Arts and Devi- 
ces of the Duke of Tork (into the particulars where- 
of I will not now deſcend, as being the Subject of a 
diſtinct Treatiſe by ir ſelf) and the Popularity of 
the great Earl of Warw-ck, Whether tas any of 
theſe ſingle, or all of them joyntly concurring,or ra- 
ther the oyer-ruling Providence of an Almighty Be- 
ing, that made this itrange Alteration 1n the Face of 
things, to the dethroning of one Prince (the moſt 
devoted of his time to religious Exercifes) and exal- 
ting of another, as much given to Women, as the 
former to Religion, whereby the White Roſe over- 
topt the Red : Certain it 1s, the City of Zodon had 
agreat Influence upon theie Tranſactions, and the 
favour the Citizens bore to the Duke of Tork,, and 
bis Party,contributed highly to the advancing of his 
Intereſt above the King  Regnants, If they were not 
the only-grand cauſes under Heaven» that produc't 
ſuch wonderful and ſtupendious Effects. This the 
U 2 erg 
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more clearly to demonſtrate; I ſhall not! oblidge my 


ſelf exactly to trace the whole Series of State affairs, 
through the following Princes Reigns, nor- over- 
ſcrupulouſly confine my ſelf to the Life of this or that 
King diftin4ly ani apart. But delign to view the 
differences between York and Lancaſter + if the 
lump, conſidering them under the Notion of bne 
particular Conteſt, though of a long and large dye 
rance, and throughout with all plainneſs and perfpj- 
cuity, I can layclaim to, ſhew what powerful Rays 
of Influence from London were ſhed abroad upon the 
Face of the Land. For I intend not to Write an A- 
bridgement of Enolands general Hiſtory, as having 
only undertaker a particular Argument relating to 
this Honourable Cities Fame, Renown, and Glory 
abroad; Strength, Riches, and Power at home 
within her ſelf; and the various Influences ſhe caſt 
all over Ezg/-nd in the more ſpecial turns and chan- 
ges of Affairs: For the reſt, the Curious may per- 
uſe the laborious Works of our Engliſh Hiſtorians. 

Therefore, chooſing my own Method, I ſhall 
make a diviſion of what I have to produce in this 
place, into two Parts or general Heads, under 
which I hope to comprehend the moſt material Paſ- 
ſiges I meet with ſutable to the deſign and purport 
of this Attempt: The firſt containing Inſtances of 
Lordons affettion to the Red Roſe; and the other 
hewing the ſollicitous care and regard ſhe had for 
the preſervation, growth, and advancement of the 
White. . 

Firft then and foremoſt, to begin with the Citi- 
7ens reſpect to the Houſe of Lancaſter, who bore 
the Red Roſe for their Bzdg, of their continued Fa- 
vour and Aﬀettion thereto, in the prime of its flou- 
riſhing condition, while the many and great Vidto- 
ries gain'd in France were yet freſh in their Memo- 
ries, and” Herry the Sixth enjoy'd the Fruits of his 
: Fathery 
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Fathers Labours,. andretain'd the Egizſh Conqueſts 
therein; there 1s no doubt to. be made. Bur | pre- 
fume I have a much ſtronger proofro produce, from 
no leſs convincing an Argument than Statute Law 
(asauthentick an Evidence in the Caſe, as the Sub- 
ject is capable of) to be found Ann» oit avo Henrie; 
ſexts. cap. 11. where we have expreſs mention made 
of the entire affections and great kindneſſes done, 
and. ſhewed to the faid King, in all his Affairs, by 
the Citizens of the City of Lon4a9m; which to re- 
ward, and for the futurethe more to encourage, the 
King was induc*'d by Authority of Parliament to give 
them leave to put and:take in Apprentices according 
totheir ancient manner, form, or cuſtom; of which 
they had ſome time before been abridg'd by a for- 
mer Statute, to the great hindrance and damage 
likely thereby to redound to them. 

If any ſhall require further Inſtances hereof, let 
them but have recourſe to the Annals of this Kings 
Reign ; and there I doubt not but they*l have their 
Expectations anſwer?d, and their Curioſity highly 
ſatished,when they ſhall have carefally and thorowly 
boſerv*d the Noble Equipage of the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Citizens in the 4 «th Year, when they 
rode forth to meet the King upon his return out 0f 
Fraxce, the Pomp and Gallantry, wherewit! thy 
receiv'd him at Lon, and cntertain'd hum in his 
pallage through ir, and the coltly Prefent they mace 
him afterwards at We ſtminſt cr : And take Notice of 
their ſplendid appcarance in Scarlet, blew Gowns, 
broider?d Sleeves, and red Hoods, to convey his 
princely Bride, Qneen A727 part, through the Ciiy 
in the Twenty-T 1rd of his Reign. 

But, when this Dayfy Flower of Fra hems thus 
linkt' to the Red Role of Enoland, rhe Queen, and 


her Creatures ruPd all about the King at home, and 
things went cycry day worſe and worſe cbroxi, 
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through Envy and Emulation among the Noble 
and negligence of the Kings Councel, 11] conduct and 
management of State Aﬀ+rs by the new Favourites 
at Court ; and the. good. Duke of Gloceſter, greatly 
belov'd and ador'd among the Commons, was pri- 
vily taken out. of the way in a clandeſtine manner, 
to the great and bitter reſentments of the People ; 
the Citizens ſoon began to alter in their affeCtions 
and inclinations, and look with favonrable Eyes up- 
on the oppoſite Party, then ſpringing- up under &:- 
chard Duke of York, the chief and principal Head 
thereof; whoſe Sails,upon the aforeſaid Dukes death, 
being full blown with trelh Gales of Ambition, He 
became a' ſecret pretender to the Crown, and pri- 
vately among, his Familiars whiſper*d a more plau- 
ſible Right 2nd Title thereto, than the King Reg- 
ant himſelf had, though in aftual Poſſeſſion. Yet 
they did not ſo ſoon forget their old Love, as pre- 
ſently to ſide with the Tork:/ts againſt the Lancaſtris 
ans, but ſeem for a while to have continued, as it 
were, in a ſtate of indifferency, ſometimes favou- 
ring the one, ſometimes the other, as if uncertain 
with whom to ſide, till the Number of publick Grie- 
vances being greatly encreaſt, or elſe more eagerly 
and plainly remonſtrated to them by the other Par- 
ty; they more openly at length ſhifted all their Sails, 
and with fix*t Reſolutions eſpous'd the Torks/t Inte- 
relt, and ſo that Family got Poſſeſſion of the Throne 
thereby. Thenwhich, what greater Evidence can 
there be of the Cities Power and Influence in thoſe 
Times? And yetin this interval and ſpace of time, 
which I venture, and I hope with truth enough, to 
term the 5tate of her indifferency or neutrality, ſever 
ral other Inſtances of her Power are produceable for 
the further illuſtration of the Point in hand, to de- 
monltrate beyond —_— that the variation, alte- 
ration, and change of the Citizens Minds oyer-ruld 
bs the 
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the Aﬀairs of the State in each turn and change of 
Things, though as mutable for a ſeaſon, as the eb- 
bing and flowing of the Sea; yet likewiſe as ſucceſ- 
ful as the turning, or returning of the Tyde, in 
bearing all before them. 

The firſt Inſtance that comes to my hand, ſhall 
be that of Jack Cade, Captain Mendal, who call- 
isg himſelf Afortimer Couzen to the Duke of Yorke, 
upon the ſpecious promiſes of reforming - grie- 
vances, and freeing the Commons from immode- 
rate Taxes and Impoſitions, the fame -of keeping 
good Orders among his people, and his ſucceſs- 
full overthrow of the S:afords with other Hotſpurs 
of the Court,' at Seven-Oke-Wood, had ſo ſtrength- 
ned himſelf, (the City of London being at that time 
faith Srow full favourable to him) that, upon the 
King and Queens remove from the City to Killing- 
worth Caſtle, diſtruſting their own Servants and 
Soldiers, he came to Soxthwarke and marched over 
the Bridg in good Order into the City, with ſuch 
Confidence and allurance that paſling along by Lon- 
don-Stone, he (truck it with his Swordand ſaid, Now 
1s Mortimer Lord of London; and fo poſlibly might 
have continued (he had ſo won the Hearts of the 
Commons by his orderly behaviour, and got ſuch 
an encreaſe of Power, as to give the Mayor Orders 
how he would have his Pcople diſpos'd of, they 
coming and going freely as they plcas'd) had he but 
followed the Mayors Advice, who bad him take 
heed, he attempted nothing againſt the Quiet of the 
City, and made good his own Reply; Lt the World 
take notice of our honeſt Intention by onr A'tions, 

Bnt when he once grew ſoinconſideratelyInſolent, 
as to fall a robbing the Citizens themſelves, he pre» 
ſently loſt their Favour and good Will; the honeſt 
and wealthy Commons difliking ſuch extravagant 
Proceedings, and then the Mayor and: Aldermens 
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with their Aſſiſtance took Councel together, to drive 
him and his Adherents out of the City, and oppoſe 
his further entrance thereunto. The effet whereof 
m the Iſſue was, that, After a ſharp bickering and 
conteſt upon the Bridge, the Mayor and the Citizens 
got the better, the Kentiſh Men were worſted, a 
truce for a few hours was concluded on, whereof 
the Lord Chancelloz took the Advantages by a gene- 
ral pardon to' diſperſe the malecontent, and Cade 
himſelf was within a little time after Slain in a Gar- 
denin Suſſex, So fatal was it to him by this his Rob- 
beries thus to have diſpleas'd the C:tizens, For Fa- 
bran tells us expreſly, that had it not been for that, 
he might have gone far, and brought his purpoſe to 
good effect, if he had intended well. And fo Pre- 
judiciat might it have been to the Court, had he not 
by theſe extravagancies forfeited that favour and 
reſpef, which had before been ſhewn him at Lon- 
don to ſuch adegree, that the Commons were very 
highly incengd againſt Alderman Horne, for op- 
.poſing the admiſſion of him and his company there- 
into, at a Common-Councel held by the Mayor at 
Guild- tall, and ſpeaking vehemently againſt ſach, 
as were for his entrance, and ceas'd not, faith the 
Amalift, till they had him committed to New-gate, 
But now the tide is turn'd again, and the King him- 
ſelf is joyfully received by the C:t:zens of that ve- 
ry ſame place, from whence ere-while he thought 
it his beſt ſecurity to depart. As the Cuti- 
zcs Favour ebb*d and flow d, ſuch was the poſ- 
ture of his affairs, in the wane or the full, ſo ſtood 
his fortune, either increaſing or decreaſing : where- 
of here is a demonſtration, that no body can deny, 
that has but an Hiſtorial Faith, unleſs he would 
have us believe, that the many Hiſtorians, that 
writ hereof, could joyn altogether in an unuſual con- 
tederacy at ſeveral times and from ſeveral places, 
[40 
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to impoſe a manifeſt falſhood upon poſterity. An 
Opinion almoſt as abſur'd, (pardon the compari- 
ſon) ' though not to: that . degree, as theirs, who 
as fooliſhly as prophanely fancy the original Pen« 
men of the Scriptures made a mutual agreement 
(though in ſeveral ages and from different parts of 
the Univerſe) to © obtrude + thoſe. writings 
uponthe World for the Word of the Eternal God, 
out of I know not what deſign of State-Policy to keep 
theCommon People in greater aw and ſubjeCtion to 
their Governours. | 

How fair a Caſt the Torki/ts lately had for the 
Game through the City's Favour, till their own' 
ill management loſt it, we have ſeen. But that 
was not- al. It leftſuch a rub in their way, that 
it may be ſyppos'd to have ſpoyPd their bowling up- 
on the next open adventure. For in the thirrzeth 
year the Duke of Tork.in Perſon having rais*d an 
Army, upon diſguſts and pretences, and the King 
being in the Head of another to oppoſe Him, He 
turns out- of the way, andeſchews the Kings Ar- 
my, and haſtens as faſt'as he could up to London, 
hoping doubtleſs for afliſtance or recruits thence, 
but being deceived in his expectations, upon notice 
given him that the Londoners would not admir his 
efitrance, to refreſh himſelf or his People, he 
ſwraightwayspaſſes awayfrom £0149 over the T hames 
into Kent, and what pray now was the event herc- 
of ? Not according, to his wiſhes ſucceſsful we may 
be ture. For from the Hiſtory we may catily per- 
ceive, he thought it his greateſt intereſt to come 
to terms of accommodation with the King (had 
not ſuch been his apprehentions, doubrlefs he would 
not have yielded thereto) difmiſſes his Army, and 
comes in! Perſon into his Majeſties Preſence, where 
narrelling with the Duke of Somzer/er, he him» 
ff was accuſed of conſpiring the Kings m_ 
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and uſurpation of the Crown, and ſent before the 
King as a Priſoner to London, where he was kept a 
while, till upon a Report of his Sons coming with 
another Army towards London, the Queen and Her 
Councel thought it convenient to ſet him at Liberty, 
upon taking openly his Oath of Submiſſion aud Al- 
legiance, ac the High-Altar in St. Pauls.Church, 
before the King and great part of His Nobility. - 
. To whata plunge was the Duke and his party here 
driven, and with how many difficultyes did the 
King and his ſide likewiſe conteſt, while neither of 
them were abſolutely ſure anc: certain of the Cty, 
that ſhe would cordially aſſiſt the one againſt the 0- 
ther. Tork was diſappointed in his Hopes and Confi- 
dence of the C:tys favour, and thereupon had run 
himſelf intogreat danger, for which he knew at that 
Inſtant no better remedy, than to ſwear over again 
his Allegiance to him, whom he had intended and dey 
ſigned for a long time to depoſe. The Kings Par- 
ty heard of an Army marching up towards London 
againſt them, and rather then venture to throw 
themſelves upon the hazard of a battail, without 
betteraſſurance of the C:tys Love and affeftion, they 
conſented to ſet at Liberty the Head of the oppoſite 
Party, then in their Hands a Priſoner, and permit 
him to go whither he pleas'd, notwithſtanding they 
had ſo much reaſon to fear and dread his Deſigns, 
And poſlibly they eſteem'dit greater wiſdomto Tem- 
porile for a Seaſon, till they had made their Par- 
ty vilibly ſtronger in Lodo, and more able to cope 
with that ſecret reſerve of favourers, which they 
might fear the Duke of Tork had ſtill in the Cir 
ty, as concluding himand his party a litle better ad- 
viſed, than to break out into open Arms againſt 
the preſent eſtabliſhed Government, without ſome 
probability of help and aſſiſtance thence, or at leaſt 
ſome ſuggeſtions rhereof betore they put on their 
L | Armour. 
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Armour. This ſeeming not an irrational ſuppoſal, 
appears to me to carry the face of another argument 
of the Citys Power. For tis undeniably plain, that 
the Torkz/ts carryed the day, when ſhe afterwards 
within a few years declared her ſelf openly for them, 
as I ſhall come by and by to ſhew, when have pro- 
duc'd two or three pallages more, as further evin- 
cing proofs of this Honourable Citys Strength and 
Influence. 

One is noted in Fabian in the Thirtyfifth year, 
upon occaſion of diflention and unkindneſs hapning 
between the young Duke of Somer/er and the Earl 
of Salisbry's Son, both at that time lodg'd with- 
in the C:ty. For the Mayor, having notice here- 
of, is expreſly ſaid to have ordain'd ſuch Watches 
aud Proviitons in the Cty, that it either had ſtir*d, 
he was able to have ſubdued both Partyes, and kept 
them in dureſs till he had known the Kings further 
Pleaſure. And the Event was anſwerable to his 
Intent. For the Friends on both ſides, being well 
aware of the ſtrict Watch and Ward, and the Con- 
ſequents thereof, labour®d ſo effectually for an Ac- 
commodation, that they concluded an Agreement 
between them for that time, without any further 
diſturbance for the preſent that we read of : So well 
able were the C:tizens to keepand preſerve the Kings 
peace, whether.they would or no. They durſt not 
provoke each other to open Hoſtilityes in that Cry, 
whoſe Power and Armes they had molt aſluredly 
raiſed about their ears, to their mutual diſadvantage, 
had they been guilty of ſuch unadvised raſhneſs and 
daring preſumption, as to ſlight and contemn her 
Magiſtrates Order and Reſolution. An other ſtands 
on Record, in the ſame Author and other Writers, 
among the next years tranſactions, under the Ma- 
joralty of Godfery Boleys and Shrievalries of Will:am 
Edward and Thomas Keyncr. For upon the Kings 

calling 
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Calling of a grand Councel at £ondon, toaccomme- 
date differences, and the Lords of each Party com- 
ing up thereto with great Retinues, they having 
from Four-bundred to One-thouſand- Five-hunared in 
a 'Company, & lodging ſome within & ſome without 
the City, holding their Conſultation apart each from 
other, as if at:mutual defyance, and ready to put all 
to the deciſion of the Sword, the Mayor kept Five- 
thouſand Citizens (as Fabian Numbers them) day- 
ly in Arms, riding about the City and Subbyrbs 
to preſerve the peace, and for thenight Watch pro- 
vided Foam to give Attendance upon three 
Aldermen till Sever a clock next morning, that the 
day Watch was ſet,by reaſon whereof (continues my 
Author) good order and rule was kept, and no man 
ſo hardy once to attempt the breaking the Kings 
peace. The Councel was held in quietneſs, and a 
Reconciliation patch*d up for the time. For who 
durſt move when the C:ry ſays nay ? 

Several ſuch Inſtances are to be fcen in the Chro- 
nicles, and have been hinted before in the prece- 
dent Relation : And if need were | might produce 
the Diſturbance likely to have hapned in the Fourth 
year of this King, by the Biſhop of 1/:zchesters 
meanes, then at Variance with the Protector the 
Duke of Gloxcefter, whenupon ſtrict Commandment ' 
given to the Mayor, heſet aſure Watch by night; 
that kept out the Biſhops Servants by force, and 
would not permit them to enter the Cry over the 
Zrids, whereupon a pacification was at length con- 
cluded between theſe two great Men, their differ- 
encies.in time amicably adjuſted, and the Cy ſeems 
to have proteCted the Protector himſclf: But that 
I haſtento the fecond general Head, beforepropos' 
under which I am to make out the viſibility of the 
C:ty*s affeftion to the houſe of Yorke, diſtinguiſh'd 
trom that of Lancaſtyr by the white Roſe, their pat- 
LICUR 
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ticular badgy and thee ffect thereof her influencing 

h the nation intheir favour, in behalf of the, Tork:/ts 

s | Intereſt, to the ratling it up aboye the Lancaſtrians, 

n | And this may be demonſtrated, beyond contradifti- 

it | on, both from the {ſuſpicions fears, and jealoulies 
n of the Queen and the Court, thatin their Hearts the 

1 | Cirizers bore too great-Reſpect to the other ſide, 

-» | and would afliſt them upon Occation, and from their 

- | aual joyning ar laſt openly with the Terk;/ts in 

bs word and deed, to-the vilible exaltation.of thatFa» 

» | mily above the other:whereby the White Roſe grew 

| up amain, and flouriſhed not only above the reſt of 
ze | theflowers of the field, butalio abovethe Red,though 
w | irs whiteneſs was firlt ting'd with a Scarlet dye, and 

an | the Red had loſt muchof it's,before lovely,ruby Co» 
gs | lour, ſo much blood was there ſhed in this unhappy 

2 Conteſt. It being related out of Philzp de-Comanes, 

ho | that, within his Remembrance, in the C:v/l-Wars 

of England dyed above Eighty Perſons of the Blood 

0- Royal. 

6 For the proof of the Queens Suſpicions, or others 

ce Apprehenlions, Inſtances morethan one or two, and 

th | atriumvirate of Witnelles may be brought. Srow 

ers tells us before the battailof St. Albans, how that the 

he King having aſſembled his Power tooppoſethe Duke 

nt ' | of Tork, then marching towards London at the Head 

ht, & of an Army, his meaning was rather to meet the 
nd | Duke inthe Northparts, than about London, where 
he | it was thought he had too many friends, and there- 
n- | foredeparts with ſpeed from Weſt minvfter on the ſame 
er- | Intent: And afterwards acquaints us, thatupon the 
ms ditcharging of Tork and Sal:5bury of their high Offices 
nat | and Places of Goverument about. the King, This 
change among the Nobility caus'd ſudden alterati- 
ons and attempts (which he calls Seditious) toſpring 
inthe Commonalty, eſpecially in the City of London, 
Favian informes us that the Queen caus'd the King to 
TCmove 
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remove in his Thirty-fifth from London to Coventry, | ! 
- and their held him a long ſeaſon, as ſuſpeCting the | « 
City of London, and deeming it to be more favoura- [ 
ble to the Duke of Tork's Party, than to Hers. Ba- ( 
ker gives us much the ſame Story, under the Notion 1! 

£ 

Þ 


of the Queens perſwading the King, for his 
Healrhand Recreation,to make a Progreſs into War- 
wick ſhire, as finding the little ReſpeCt the Londoners 
bore to Her Party, or the Kings. And Srow ſhall |. Þ 
here bring upthe Rear, to back their Informanions, ' || © 
witn thisexpreſlion, that, becauſe the Duke was h 
more in eſtimation among the Citizens, than either | ?! 
the King or Queen, ſhe caus'd the King to make his 
Progreſs, as perceiving ſhe could attempt nothing a- 
gainſt him near to the City of London. 

If we coulider Attions, -and reſpet Matters of | 
Fact, we ſhall find the Tork:/fs often received at 5 
London, when the Lancaſtrians were either ex- 
preſly refus'd, or at leaſt compelPd to get fur- Tr 
ther off into other parts, for their better ſecuri- 
ty and ſafeguard. After the Tork:/ts had won the Cn 
Battel at St. Albans ; Londor was the place wheres || 
to they preſently remov'd, carrying the King a- 
long with them, and kept there their Whit ſunride | vol 
with great Joy and Solemnity. When an AF |} ed 
ſault was made at Court upon the Potent Earl of the 
Warwick, a great Torkiſt, as he was coming from oth 
the Councel Table, by the Kz2es Servants with 
Intentions to have Slain him, London was the Þ| four 
place, whereto he Row'd 1n all haſt, as ſoon as for | 
got into his Barge; and thereby eſcaping the dan» | ne 
ger intended, he Conſults with the Principals of || *e1 
his Party, and retires afterwards to Callice, This & Mn 
was the place, to which the Chronicle ſaith the 
Earl of Sal:5pury, his Father, was coming up with 
ſome Thouſands of Men, when he was necellita- 
ted to Fight his Way through his Enemies 
B/oreneath Field, No 
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Here likewiſe was J/rwick, received, ac ard 
refreſhed, in the 3Eth. of Hen. G. before the Bantel 
of Northampton, When the Lord Scales, appointed by 
the other fide with ſome Troops to go and ſecure the 
ty, Was directly rctuſed admithon by the Mayor 
being received into the Tower, he was belieged 


by, Land and Water, and they of the Ciry planted 


great Guns again(t ir, and break the Walls in divers 
places : And, aftcr the fatal oycr-throw of the Lanca- 
frians at the aforcſaid Bartels, hicherto was the King 
conveyed by the Party, (a Priſoner in cfte, tho? in 
ſhew a King ) as it cagcr there to ſhew their Irjum- 
phant Succels, or clic further to {ecure to themletves 
the Londoners good will, love and affeCtions, by their 
Preſence. For Fabian tells us, they rerurr'd hither in 
haſte, upon chcir obtaining this Victory, the Duke 
of Tork; comcs out of Ireland to them, and after a Re- 
rt banded abour the City, that King Henry wasto bc. 
(ed; and the Duke to be made King, (to make 
Tryal doubtleſs of the pcoples mind, and ſound the 
Cinzens remper and inxlination ) he lays Claim to the 
Crown in open Parliament, and had itat laſt Entaild 
upon himſelt and his Heirs, King Henry to retain the 
Name and Honour of King during Life, it he did not 
voluntarily Reſign, and the Duke of Terk to be Decla- 
red Heir Apparent to the Crown, and Protefor of 
the King's Perion, Lands and Dominions, with ſome 

other Conditions, Exceptions, and Reſervations. + 
This we may ſuppole was as much as they then 
found the Citizens willing to agree and conlenr to 
for the preſent. For we have it from S:9w on the 
one hand, that the Duke of Yor, when he Challeng'd 
Kingdom as right Heir, ( which Cotton's Abridge-. 
ment fixes upon the 1Gth. of Ofobery) purpoled to have 
Crowned: on Alhol/an-dav niext tollowing : and, 
onthe other fide, that the King was very much fa- 
youred, and highly honoured:by the common Pow 
| X or 
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for his Holineſs of life, and abundant Clemency, 
Whether the Citizens would have yielded xo moregr 
not,: I cannot be poſitive, bur this I am ſure of, 
they ſo'far gave way, that now the Tork, Party had 

ot much the better end of the Staff by an AC of Par- 

lament, as well as by Arms, Title, and the Citi 
AfﬀeCtiohs, and made uſe of ir accordingly to the Old 
King a&tual Depoſition, and the ſetting up of a New 
one at London, betote the next Spring was over, by the 
concurrent conſent of * many ſubſtantial Cirizens 
thereof. 

This the Torkift Faftion had reaſon enough, nor- 
withſtanding their proſperous ſucceſs in the Countrygo 
— as a great favour of the COTE 
Eondon, and impute the following {uccels to their Cor: 
ftancy, in adhereing to their Party,aſter a double oyer- 
throw given the Torkifts by the Lancaſtrians, when tte 
Magiſtracy ſecmed, in Fart, at leaſt, to have alter- 
ed Opinions and Reſo utions, if not their Aﬀett: 
ors- For, would but'the Commons have ate till, 
and confinued Neutral in the Conteſt, the other fide 
was in a fait way to have made their Party good 
againſt rhe Tork/fts : bur the Commons oppolition to 
their Mayors Proceedings , ſtenn'd the Current, w 
the others benefis , and the manifeſt diſadyantage 
of the Queen and the Court. Whereby we may 
obſerve where lics the orength of the City, and 
who are likelieſt in the end, ro carry the day, tht 
Mayor, or the Commons ; when they vary in thei 


Sentiments, and as different Parties pull rwo conertty 


ways? 

The whole Story , the Occaſion and the Conte 
ſequences are to be ſeen in our Enghſp Hiltorians; 
who ,- among the diverſity of their Relations 


many things, and wonred variety in exprelking 
the T ranſattions of the Times , concur neyenth< 
Teſs is the Niue and Eyent of the Aﬀtions _ 0 
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tand': For kt any of them wrice never fo par- 
tially out of Fayour . and AﬀeRtion, the Truth 
will our at laſt, and ſhall preyail againſt all oppo- 
ſition. | 

The Queen with her Northern Army had 
pyerthrown and {lairi Richard Duke of York, and 
roured his Party at Wakefield, and afterwards 
diſcomfitred the Earl of Warwick and his Power 
ar Saint Albons, upon Bernard Heath , and ,f6 
delivered King Henry out of their hands, who 
pretended to be his Life Guard , but were in 
reality his Keepers, Obſerves, Overſeers, and 
Governours, or , in an yet harſher term. thor 
as true a ſence, his Jaylors, upon which impor- 
tant Succeſſes, the Queen ſent ro the Mayor 
of London , Willing and commanding him in the 
King's Name ſpeedily to ſend her Vi withour 
delay, for her Army: which Command the Mayor 
ſtrove preſently with gun diligence to = in 
Execution, by preparing ſeveral Cart-Loads of Lenten 
Proyition, and fending them to C_ 00 
wards the Lancaſtriaus Camp at - Saint: Athans. 
Bur there the Commons unanimouſly withſtood: 
their further paſſage, and by ſtrong hand kept 
the Carts. from going out of Landon, ſaying, 
It did not behooye.-them tro feed their Enemies, 
Who intended ro Rob the City, + and having 
repulſed. the Northera Horfemen robbing in the 
Subberbs, upon .their attempt _to enter thar- way: 


- Into the Ciry, and {lain three of them, continued 


ſo firm and fixt in their Reſolutions, that ler the 
Mayor do. what he could by Exhorration - and Argu- 
ments ;. to ſhew. them the danger ,' that ' mighe 
enſue by ſtopping the Carts, he conld neither re-, 
laim nor, alcer their minds, - nor by. any ;means. 
ol ot then » buf in the end was fain-ro ſend 
eRevorder and'forne of the Alderrien es the Rings 
T Comal, 
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Counc!), to requeſt the Northern Mens Diſmiſſion, 
beſides two Female Mediators to interceed for him 
to. the Queen, and-excuſe his not uſing force in hole 
dangerous and doubtful times , againſt the Com- 
mons oppoſition , leaſt their fury being once ſtir'd ir 
might not {0 cally have been allaid again. Where- 
upon, the Queen was ſending ſome of the Lords, 
with -409 Soldicrs to the Ciry, to take a view of the 
peoples demeanour, but having her hands tull, upon 
ccrrain notice that the Earl of March,Yorks Eldeſt Son, 
and the Earl of Warwick with joint Forces were com- 
ing up in all haſte to Loon, ſhe departed with the 
King, her Husband, and Son, into the North, her 
only refuge, having little truſt in Eſſex, leſs in them 
of Kent, bur Icaſt of all (faith Stow) in the Londoners ; 
ſolittle avail'd it to have the Mayor and ſome of the 
chict Commoners on her ſide, (as Fabian intimates ) 
when the Commonalrty, #. e. the vaſt majority, held 
with the Duke of Tork and his party , Wherefore 
upon the Courts departure from St. Albans, the Earl 
at : March with-his Torkjſts entered the City in Len, 
Witha great Attendance, and was joytully received, 
tae -pcople rcelorting to him in great numbers out of 
Kent, Eſſex, and other parts, to (ce, aid, and atliſt this 
luity Prince, ( as the Annaliſt words it ) in whonithe 
hope of all. their joy conſiſted; as ſoon as his coming 
thither was known , where he was quick]y Pro- 
claimed and acknowledged King by conſent, in the 
beginning of March, and afrer cight or ten Banels, 
actually Crowned in June with great Royalty,and 2 
[plendid appearance of Lords and Commons, Mayor 
Aldermen, and Citizens. In ſo high a degree did 
te Cities actions way the Country, and ſuch an ad- 
vantage was it to the Jorkyts, to haye gained her oye 
to their Party. 


F need not here remark the” preyalency of the {- 


Lammonalty oyer the Temporiſing Mayor, and w- 
arr þ 
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time-ſerving Intereſt, (the event plainly ſhewing in 
theſe particulars, Yox Populi to have been Vox Cali) be- 
cauſe I have touched upon this ſtring alrcady. Bur this 
however Iam warranted from Hiſtor;7.to obſerye;thar 
the Londoners,after they had once throughly placed their 
hearts upon the Houtle of York, they continued fo fixr 
and firm w their Intereſt, rhat 50 ſhocks of Fortune, 
nor the Troubles and Commerions about the middle 
of King Edwards Reign, could ſhake the firmneſs of 
their adherence to him, {o faſt was he Rivetred in their 
AﬀeCions : nor yer the Popularity of the grear Earl 
of Warwick, himſelf, ſo much greater than a King, as 
that which makes is greater than that it makes: 
whoſe Hoſpiraliry may be ſuppoſed to have redounded 
ſo much to his own adyantage, and the Intereſt of the 
ork, Family, which he had for a long time before 
elpouled, by the favour he gained thereby among the 
Commons of the Realm in general.and of the City in 
particular : For when he came to London, the Analiſt 
informs us he kept ſuch an Houſe, that ſrx Oxen were 
eaten ata Brcaktaſt, and eycry Tavern was full of his 
Meat, and whoſo had any acquaintance in his Houſe 
might have- had as much Sodden and Roſt, as. he 
might carry upon a long Dagger. All this notwith- 
ſtanding, when upon diſeuſt and diſcontent he *had 
turned to the other ſide, and became a fayourecr of the 
Lajcaſtrians, he was never the le's difappointed in his 
aimsand cxpeQations from the Londoners. For though 
by his turning fides the Tork Party | had been once 
routed, King Eiward taken Priſoner, and King Henry 
reſertled once more on the Throne, and he had in a 
manner the whole power of the Land in his hands, 
belides the general Love and AﬀeCtion the Commons 
bore to him,and the dread and terror the ſound of his 


- 


Name oft ſtruck into his Enemics Hearts, it having 


8. cf altered the Fortune and turned the Scales in'two 


Banels, one in King Henry's days for the Torkifts, anv- 
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ther in _y Edwards for the Lancaftrians, yet 
the return of King Edward from beyond Sea Chica 
he had ſome time before eſcaped out of Cultody ) into 
England, to recover his Inheritance, and regain his 
Crown, and the News of his Marching up to 
both ſides ( fairh Baker ) ſecking to make the City their 
Friends, the Citizens backwardnels to takg, up Arms 
in Defence of Old King Henyy, his Crown and Digni- 
ty, and inclination to Youn King Edward, was {o ap- 
parent, that Warwicks, own Brother, the Arch-biſhop 
of York, ditruſting the Event, ſecretly ſought King 
Edwards Favour ; he himſelf was receiyed into 
King Henry was redeliyered unto him, and the Great 
Warwick, {lain not long after at Barnet in a pitch'd 
Bartel! z 0 the utter Ruin of the Lancaſtrian Party 
for that Age, the conſequence of this overthrow 
being enough to read them their ſucceeding il] Fate 
at Tewkybury : they themlelves having ſufficient 
Cauſe to be daunted, with the loſs of their moſt 
mg ene friends and favourers, and the Torkjſts to 
7 1 With their Succels in gaining ſo important a 
L y . ; 

As ho Cirizens continued thus favourable to the 

ing, fo I don't find them them chang'd and alterd 
Wm: er Incliogcions to the other ſid ol os 

Torkifts themſelyes, by their own- han 

to looſe and untye thoſe Bonds of Amity, * Friend- 
Pup, and Fideliry, the Lare King's Children being 

poſſeſt by his own Brother, the Duke 'of Glw- 
ceſtey, and the Earl of Richmond, the ſurviving hopes 
of the Lancaftrians, had openly declar'd his Inten- 
tions, and ſolemnly Sworn, ro marry King Edward's 
Eldeſt Daughter, the rightful Heir of all the Torkifts 
Greatneſs, which afterwards was as honourably as 
honeſtly perform'd : 'whercby both Families became 


united in. one-Line, and the rwo Roſes happily 
moculated each uppn -the other, The py 
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I hope the ingenious Sociery of Gardiners and Floriſts 
will pardon me, if harmletly guilty of an abſurdity in 
ding the rerm from fruits ro flowers. vs” 
Did the Citizens of London appear (o zealoufly on 
the Torkiſts behalf, and yield ſuch powertul afliftance 
to carry on their deſigns > What other than can we 
expect wich reaſon, but that King E1ward behaved 
himſelf very gratefully rowards that City, which 
Efpouſed his laughtcred Fathers Cauſe, againſt even 
the Governing Party, and contributed ſo conſidera- 
bly ro his own Reſtauration, Though ir is bur too 
commonly ſcen that as mean ſervices are bur mean- 
ly recompenced, or elſe wholly lighted add forgot- 
ten, ſoan excels of merit roo great to be rewarded, 
brings ofrner danger than advantage to the party 
concerned. Evident examples whereof our own 
and Forcign Hiſtories can abundantly afford us, and 
it is well it the City of London could praduce no 
experience of her own in confirmation of their ye- 
rity and validity, while ſome others having got- 
ten well by their ſervices, to the facilitaring their 
aſcent into high Places, have no better improved 
them in the Eyes of the World, than in keeping 
their Coaches, their Horſes, and their Miſles, o_ 
made lirthe other returns of thanks and gratitude 
to the City , bur ſome ſmall flight acknowledg- 
ments and conceſſions, and perhaps a few verbal 
promiſes and aſſurance, or elſe forgertiug their for- 
mer nceds and neceſſities, have endeavoured, moſt 
ungratefully, ro turn their power upon her, which 
they may be thought to have gained chiefly and 
principally by her means. But King Ecward it 
ſeems, or thoſe about him had honeſter Principles 
in them , or were better tempered : For we find 
1n Baker, that he- furniſhed his Councel Table for the 
moſt part wich ſuch as were gracious among the 
Citizens; and we Read in Stow of no leſs than 
X 4 cleyen 
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eleven Aldermen, beſides the Lard Mayor and Re. 
corder, Knighted by him ar one time in the Highway 


berwixt Ilington and Shoreditch, upon his return from | 


the Bartel at Texksgbary, in reward of the good ſervice 
the Londoners had done him. 'As for the jovial Enter- 
tainment of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commorgin 
Waltham Forreſt, by the Kings exprels order and ap- 
pointment, in his preſence, abour an year before he 
dyed, *tis a Subjeft Treated on by more Engl; Hiſto- 
rians than one, With the circumſtances and confequents 
thereof, the pleaſant lodge of Green boughs ſet up on 
purpole for them, the Complemental condeſcention of 
the King, in refuſing to go to his own Dinner till he 
had ſaw them ſerved, the Hunting ſport he ſhewed 
them, the plenty of Veniſon he gave them at their de- 
rture, andthe noble Prelent of' two Harts and fix 
ucks, with a Tun of Wine, he ſent to the Lady 
Mayoreſs, and her Siſters the Aldermens Wives, to 
make merry with, which they did afterwards at Dra- 
ers Hall: where without all peradvcnrure, the Kings 
calth went all round the Table, if it was then in Fa- 
ſhon, but for this I will not put one finger in the hre. 
' It wedive into the reaſons of the variation of the 
Pole ar London, and ſearch into the occaſional Caulesof 
the manifeſt change and altcration of their AteCtions, 
fromthr Family of Lancafter to the Houle of York, we 
ray impute it partly to the loſſes, croſſes, and unſuc- 
ul management of Afﬀ' irs,under a weak King and 
a ſelf ſeeking Court of Lancaftrians, but chiefly to the 
encreaſe of Narional grievances, without timely care 
taken to redreis them, and the fixt Reſolution of the 
Court Party to opprels their oppoſttes, the Yorkyts,any 
manner of ways, by right or by wrong; tor we may 
eaſily obſerve from Hiſtory and experience, fuch to 
have been the uſual motives to diſgults, and the com 
mon:incitements to diſcontent. | Therefore | preſume 
{may draw hence berrer grounds and reaſons of the 
wo ' p b'Þ Cine 
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Citics Love to King Edward, than thoſe alledged by 
Bakey out of Comines, ( viz. that he' gor the Love of 
the Londoners by owing them Money, and the good 
will of the Cirizens, by lying with their wives )' as 
looking ar firſt appearance roo Comical and 

ro be {ound, when fifred ro the kptrom. y clic 
did this Experiment never ſucceed before nor tince > 
I don't think bur there have been other Princes, beſides 
this Amorous Torkyft, fitting upon the Engliſh Throne, 
whoſe Conſciences would never have boggled at bor- 
rowing Money, and then Cornuting their Creditors, 
if this Recipe could have ſhewn its Probatim eff. Bur 
whatever Reaſons Hiſtory or Phancy ſuggeſts, this is 
molt undeniably certain, as being matter of faCt, that 
the City was vilibly ingag'd in the Torkjſts Intereſt, be- 
fore ever that Family could attain to the height of their 
defires. From whence I doubr not to conclude, that 
had the Citizens been otherwite inclin'd, and continu- 
ed firm and fixt ro the Houte of Lancaſter, the Duke 
of Tork, might indeed have laid his Claim, and pleaded 
Title, with many” other fair-{pun pretences, ( as the 
Prerogarive of Birth, Priviledge of Law, the impoſſi- 
bility of altering a Native Right by previous Con- 


. trafts, Vows, Oaths, or Preſcription, and the Inju- 


ſtice of breaking the 1 hread of an Orderly Succeflion ) 
but, all this notwithſtanding, he nught ſtill have re- 
, mained for ought we can be ſure of, far enough off 
trom compallng his Ambitious Defircs, or from the 
potlibiliry of coming within view of his Journeys End, 
the City ſtanding berween him and: the wiſhed for 
—_— _ Mo neagy 3 _—_— ſeveral 
aforegoing, e Ciry in it ſelf is too great 
be over-av'd, mad =_ SO over - Comry 
conſequently roo powerful, ro have. it long quier 
over-ruPd by any Party whatſoever, with whom fe 
refuſes ro concur. | 
Ancther 'Obferyation - give me leaye to make 


paſſare 
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and that ſhall be upon the time and ſeaſon, no! 
the Citizens manifeſting rheir Aﬀetions, 6 of 


Yy 


his Party. isI obſerve to bave been, not preſent] 
and 6 Ar in = fore-front, _ - very firſt 
inning, but upon the coming up of the Torkifts to 
> wth Swords by their ſides, and reſolution in 
their minds: So that they ſeem firſt ro have been ap- 
provers, and then Seconds to the Dukes Parry in their 
deſigns upon their open Declaration. Before tharthe 
Commonalty {o openly and reſolutely refuſed to ler 
Proviſzons paſs to the Laneaftrians Camp at St. Albans 
the Duke of Tak had declared himſelf in the midfl 
of his Friends and” Adherents at London ready to affiſt 
him, and though he was then dead, havi ſhin 
in Battle, and the Lancaſtrians {o near the City atthat 
very ſame time, yet his Eldeſt Son being in the Head 
of an Army in the Country, was ſoon come to Low 
don, received, Elefted, approved, and {er up for King 
by their approbation, conſent, aud good liking. This 
likewiſe may be obſerved to have been the common 
cuſtom and uſage of the Ciry, as an ordinary Engliſh 
Reader may eaſily find in ſeveral places of this Relar. 
on upon a review,or careful recollection of what hath 
been before ſet down : or cle to fatishe his Curioſity, 
without truſting ro this Tranſcription, he may ſearch 
after the paſſages himſelf in \uch Authentick Amhors, 
as Fabian, Stow, Speed, Baker, or the like Chronicles of 
the Ewghh Afairs, which being eaſter mer with than 
the Original Writers of theſe times, he will be put to 
the leſs trouble, upon any doubt occurring in any 
things here delivered for matter of Fad, in that I 
have choſe todraw up this Treatiſe for the moſt part 
out of theſe laborious Colleftors, Where ir is obſeryable 
that the Ciries inclinations being by ſome one or other 
overtaQ, as manifeſtly declared,or elſe plainly percet- 
yed,or ſhrewdly gueſſcd at, by the induſtry and my 
as i 1ENCFC 
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lence of the diſcrning Spiritsof theAge,the di{contenged 
Nobles were quickly cncouraged- thereupon, and in- 
clined to withdraw into the Marches of Wales, or the 
Borders of Scotland, and there gathering together their 
Party, and Railing as great Forces as time and b 
tunity would permit, away they come in all as 
faſt as they can, up to London, where being joytully 
and gladly recerved, with great applauſe and appro- 
bation, the Courtiers were often compelled to fly far 
their lafery, and the Governing Party deſperſe' elſe- 
where, to try it out by dint of Sword, (at which 


' werecommontly worſted) or elſe quietly yield to { 


conditions, as would be approved in the City, and 
were acceptable to the Parry, the reſult whereof ge- 
nerally was the calling of a Parliament, as the de- 
lire of che SubjeQ, though the dread and fear of the 
Court. Bur for the benter illuſtration of this remark, 
ſhall produce modern experience , and inſtance in 
what hath hapncd Within the memory of thouſands 
yet living. ; ; 

That under the late Ulſyrpation the Ciry was very 
deſirous of a Free-Parliament is not to be doubted 
of. Ang yet we find ſhe fate ſtill quier, and prerry 
well contented to outward appearance, (anuidſt the ya- 
rious changes from an Old Protetar, ro a New one, 
from that to the Rump, and thence to the Commit: 
tee of Safety) as if aver ridden, or hkea wearied 
Beaſt, ſilently couching down under her heavy bur- 
thens, almoſt wholly inſenſible, and as one uncon- 
cerned. ' But as ſoon as General Mozk,, out of Scotland, 
had openly declared his diſlike of the Armics ex- 
travagancies, and was cone up from Coldffream, amidſt 
the Viſits of the Gentry, and Acclamarions pe pco» 
pls lonear the City as Harbrow, we hear preſently of 


mmiſſenexs come thither tg him from the City,and 
ran pro ſing a re-admiſlion of the Secluded Members, 
Ward 


arliament might be made full and free, This 
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was the firſt Publick Addreſs I meet with looking 
that way, bur after this we read of many from yar- 
ous parts of the Land, and almoſt a!l Counties of the 
fame Nature with that from the Capiral City of the 
Nation, as if all had been animated by the influen. 
tial Rays of her Inclinations, and her Reſults were 
the ſuperior facultics of the Soul, ove-ruling the infe- 
rior Members of the Body. Bur the City ſtaid nor 
here, for as ſhe addrefled, ſo ſhe was reſolved for a 
full houſe, before ſhe would pay any publick Taxes. 
And tho' Mok upon ſtrifter declard Reſolutions pur 
her. into a great Conſternation for a time, by pre- 
rending to over-aw her with his Soldicrs, which was 
not in any Wile expected at his hands,yer upon his ap- 
plication to her Common-Corncil, when he return'd the 
next day with his Army to regain «their almoſt loſt 
favour, (and what then might not they have 'done 
of themſclyes, when their amazcmenr, ſprung from 
the ſuddenneſs of the unexpected ſurpriſe, was abated?) 
they approy'd of his Intentions to have the Houle of 
Commons fll'd up, demonſtrated it with Bells and 
Bonfires, perſuaded and procured his continuance 
amongſt them z whereby his own Securiry was 
conſulted, and thoſe Deſigns moſt ſucceſsfully carried 
on, Which laid the way open to his preſent Ma- 
ies Peaceable Reſtauration. For this Concur- 
rence of the on with General Monks Reſolutions, 
brought about the Reſtitution of the Secluded Mem- 
bers, that procured a free and fuller _— of 
the Lords and Commons, and ſoon after the King 
Was recalFd from: his forced Exile, ro the open Ex- 
erciſe of his Royal Power and Anthoriry over 
theſe- his Three Nations , and made his Publick 
Entrance in the greateſt Calm of Peace and Tran 
gone imaginable. Thanks to the Honourable City 
or concurring ſo unanimouſly to the Revival of 


the remaining 'part of the Old Tony; which 
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brought- forrh ſo Miraculous Effects, as to have an 
Injur'd and Exil'd Prince fully reſtor'd to his Throne, 
and yet the Glory of the Action not tinctur'd with 
Blood. Such was the Influence of Londons concur- 
rence, of Londons Power, of Londons Prayers. 

If then the many inſtances hitherto related, bei 
conjoyn'd, riſe not up to a demonſtration, as m 
Mathematica}, as the ſubject can bear, I know nor 
what will. As for the crutch of them, I defie any 
one to diſprove me, who hath bur the leaſt | 
of ſence and reaſon in him, aud as much Hiſtori- 
cal knowledge as may amount to the ſrxtieth 
of a {cruple. The particular reaſons of the Citi 
Potency have been ſhewn, and the general ground 
thereof is as plainly evident. For how can ir other- 
wiſe be, bur that a Ciry endowed with ſuch Royal 
Grants, fortified with ſo many and {o great Privi- 
ledges, and cxalted to the heighth of Grandeur, by 
the yaſtneſs of her Trade; multirude of her Mer- 
chants, Wealth and Riches of her Inhabitants, 
Spirit and Courage of her Citizens, Statelineſs of her 
Buildings, Preheminances of her Antiquity, Conve- 
niency of her Scituation, and Regular Order of her 
Government, ſo Ennobled with the higheſt Courts 
of Judicature for the Law , adorned with nume- 
rous Churches for the Goſpel, and frequented by 
Strangers from all parts of the habitable World , 
the Receptacle of all Arts and Sciences, - the Haunt 
of the, Commonalty ,, the Delight of the Gentry 
the Habitation of -the Nobility , the Reſidence 
the King, and Glory of the whole Nation; fo 
pleaſant. ro Admiration. z and fo: populous to a 
Wonder ,, where many. Scorcs, if not Hundreds 
of Thouſands, can; ke Raiſed and Armed in a 
tew Hours Warning. - How, I fay , can it other- 
Wile be, but that ſuch a City muſt needs highly influ- 
ence,5 oyer-rule and: oyer-awe the Countels of the Na- 
nony 


(218) | 
tio, and turh the Inclinations of the People whithet: 
ſotyet ſhe pleaſe 2 For Narure generally uſes the com- 
mion ordinary means and methods, and I do nor ſee 
that the All-powerful God of Nature often diyerts 
her Courſe, or works Wonders and Miracles in eye- 
ty Age and Seaſon: Now that London is {uch a Cj- 
ty, I appeal to Hiſtory and Experience for my Wit: 
neſlcs. | 
Theſe are the Obſctvations I had to make concern- 
ing the Glories of the Ciry of London and the Influences 
ſhe had upon the grand Concerns of the Nation, in 
. that great and famous Conteſt berween the two Houles 

of Lancaſter and York, ( thtough the moſt confiderable 
patt whereof I have hitherto traced her A&tons ) 
wherein finding her moſt triumphant, amidſt the great 
vatiery of the publick TranſaCtions of theſe times, Þ. 
think 1rnot much marerial to give {o diſtin a Relation 
of her private Afﬀairs, thoug m——— I might 
likewiſe find many things. moſt worthy of Remak; 
as haſtening apacc towards the Conchuſton of this 
Treatiſe, that it may not {well info roo great a bulk, 
to the Reader's Diſcouragement, and the , wearyi 

ont of his Patience , I tear, already almoſt. tired. 
Wherefore, as to what concerns the private Troubles 
of the Ciry,the Tum, Riots and Infurre&ions ſprung 
up our of her own Bowels in theſe perilous Times, 
and happily ſ{uppreſt by the Power of hs Majeſtrates, 
and the accidental Caſualties happening . within her 
Liberties : or clſe the many Benefits accruing to her, 
by the Care and Vigilance of her chick Officers, the 
good Rule and Order - of her Government, the ſtrit 
Obſeryation of her particular Ordinances; and put- 
ting in Execution her InjunCtions : Or as to what re- 
tates to the external Augmentation of her Honour, 
her Splendor and Renown, by the Reparation of her 
Walls, Renoyation of her piblick Struftures, found-. 
ing and crefing of new Fabricks, I pals them all os 
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Withotit a more particular mention, ( ſending the ct- 
rious and inquiſtive to the Chronicles, Baker's eſpeci- 
ally, who hath treated rurpolely of ſuch remarkables 
in diſtin&t Seftions,at the end of the Kings Lives) as noe 
ſo pertinent ro my preſent defign, tho' in other Kings 
Reigns I may have here there touch'd upon 
foine ſuch Remarks : And ſhall dire&tthe Reader with 
an Inſtance of the Courage of ſome bold fpirired 
women of the Ciry, having hitherto enterrain'd him 
with the Heroick and Illuſtrious AQts only of the ather 
_ Xo he a I bave __ —_ _—_ in 
the Seventh of King H e Sixth, Anno 1428. Where, 
after mention —_ of a Parliament Aſmbled ar 
Weſtminſter that Year, he gives it us in theſe words. 

© In this Parliament there was one Mrs. Stokes, with 
* divers other ſtour Wotnen of Loxdon, of good recko- 
* ning, well ApparelPd, came openly to. the upper- 
*houle of Parliament, and deliver d Letrers to the 
© Duke of Gloxceſter, and to the Arch-Biſhops; and ro 
* the other Lords there preſent, containing marrer of 
*Rebuke, and ſharp reprehention of the Duke of 
© Glouceſter, becauſe he would not deliver his Wite 
© 7aqueline out of her grievous Impriſonment ; being 
*then held Priſoner by the Duke of Burgundy; ſut- 
* fering her thereto remain ſo unkindly, avd for his 
© publick keeping by him another Adultreſs, contrary 
©ro the Law of God, and the honourable Eſtate of 
*Matrimony. Bold words and bold women. For 
this Duke was then Lord Proteftor of the Realm, 
and fo confequently of great Power, Place, and Digni- 
ty therein. But theſe were Londoners that durſt be {o 
couragious, as to ſay, to Princes, ' Te arc Wicked, and 


'then the wonder is nor altogether fo great, on one 


hand, that they dar'd to reprehend che great ones of 
the Age, and on the other, that we ſtill find ſach 
Heroical Spirirs in the Ciry, fince they ſpring from 
ſuch a Race both by the Fathers fide , and the 

Mothers. 
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Mothers. The Roman Hiſtorians celebrates the Me: 
mory of that Noble Matron, who came into open 
Court, and with ſo undaunted a f{pirit of boldneſs, 
— her own Caule, tothe great amazement of the 
ate for the preſent, that they made an Order to 
forbid the like for the furure. Whar Viragoes then 
were theſe Engliſh Marrons of London, that in open Par: 
Lament durſt rcprove the-Nobles to their faces, and 
were not afraid to attempt to teach our Senators wil- 
dome > wherein they may {cem to have out-did that 
fam'd Roman Matron, in that What ſhe did may be 
thought to have proceeded from ſelf-love and (elf- 
defence, whereas theſe with a greater Courage eſpougd 
anotherCauſe, an excels of Charity and Humanity,and, 
inſtead of ſtaying tor an opportunity of defending their 
own Intereſt upon occaſion or neccſlity, durſt volun- 
tarily make an onſcr'on the more powerful with ſharp 
«=: bay for negleCting the diſtreſied, and refuſing to 
afiſt che poor, weak, and diſconſolare. So that the 
Royal Ciry of London appears emulous of the Old 
Imperial City of Rome, both in the Courage of the 
Women, and valour of her men: as it relolyed nor 
to yield to her Fame on any account in Glory and 
Merit, nor come behind her in the Heroick AdQts of 
either of the Sexes, While one continnes as potent in 
the Britzſþ World, by the Spirit of the Cirizens and 
influence of her Actions, as the other once was famous 
for her Arms all over Exrope, Aſia and Africa. And 
who knows whitherto ſhe may come in time, as how 
far the Fares, or rather Providence, have decreed to 
advance her > Was ſhe {ſo powcrtul ſo many Ages 
fince, what is ſhe now, ſince chat ſhe's very much 
encreaſed in the Screngrh 
bitants, and her private Buildings are reforn'd from 
Wood and Earth into Brick, and publick into Stone, 
low humble Conages into ſtately Edifcer and who 


dares be ſo polttive to aver, that they may not inzime, 


be chang'd into Marble? Hitherto 
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" Hitherto have I treated the Reader with variety 
of Proofs and Evidences ſufficiently (I hope) de-., 
monſtrative of the Repute, Fame, Honour, Glory, 
and Renown, Magnificence, Grandeur, Strength , 
Power and Influence of this ſo Triumphant a City, 
whoſe Approbation and Aſſiſtance, hath ſetled Kings 

their Thrones, and the difſatisfaCtion of whoſe 
lababitants hath ſometimes left the way open to the 
mine of Princes 3 In the Examples and Inſtances 
whereof , the Concurrence of her Citizens was, for 
the moſt part, general and univerſal, at leaſt ſofar 
concern'd the Majority, Butnow I ſhall produce 
an Inſtance (and not eafie perhaps to be parallel,” 
from either Divine or prophane Writings,) to ſhew, 
how influential the bare ſhadow of her Name hath 
been in State-Afﬀairs , and how contributary to 
the transforming of a Subject into a King, with- 
out any apparent aſſent of the Main Body of 
this ancient Corporation ; which I am ſo far from 
thinking a diminution of her Glory, that I rather 
look upon it, as here circumſtantiated, to be an Ar- 
gument of the City's great Power, Reputation, and 
Eſteem, under this Conſideration ; 

That if that 24va mbar the bloody Duke 
of Gloucefter, better known by the Name of Crook- 
back'd Richard the Third, could do ſo muchby the 
ſhadow, what might he not have done, could he 
have but enjoyed the ſubſtance ? As in Divinity, 
Circumſtances make many an Action good or bad : 
foin Hiſtory, the Deſign and Event not ſeldom en- 
nobles or debaſes an Enterprize. *Tis not ſo much 
thebare At, or thing done, in this particular, that 
s to make good my Aſſertion, as the DeduQion 


; | from the Conſequences thereof , whether real or 


ed, which come now to be related in this man» 
ter following : 
Y When 
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© When that ambitious, Crook-back'd Dake, upon 
his Brother's Death, had got his eldeft Son and Heir, 
and the rightful King , into his hands, and by 


treacherous Plots, devis'd Crimes, and falſe Calum- 


rations, taken away the Lives of thoſe true and 
truſty Friends of the 01d King, that were moſt like- 
ly to continue faithful to his young Son and Heir in 
his Minority , and loyally ſtand by him with their 
Lives and Fortunes, againſt the open Attempts or 
ſecret Deſigns of his Treacherous Uncle, and there- 
by remov'd many of the Rubs out of the way to 
his aſpir'd greatneſs. His next Care was topet the 
Peoples Conſent ro the turning of his DucalCorro- 
net into a Regal Crown, and their Concurrence to 
acknowledge him for their King, whereas before 
he was but Protector. But how ſhould . this be 
done ? A Pretence muſt be found to cajole them, 
ſceing thar he had ſo little Equity and Juftice on his 
ſide to confirm them to him. The City of London 
was known to be powerful and populous , and 
their Example was thought todo much with the reſt 
of the Nation, to make them, if not approve, at 

leaſt connive at his Nephew's Depoſition, and his 

ow Exaltation, therefore the Citizens were to be 

Careſs'd , and their Approbation to be ſought, 

W hereupon he ſeeks for and procures Inſtruments 

fit for his turn, that, to honour his ambitious De- 

ſires, ſtuck not openly to turn Rexegads's to Truth, 

Honeſty and Loyalty , ſo that they might get 

Worldly Honour and Preferment thereby. Among 

whom none of the leſs notcd, nor leaſt uſeful, are 

reckon'd the preſent Lord Mayor of London , (i 

Man of a proud Heart, and highly deſirous of Ad- 

vancement, how little ſoever he deſerv'd it) and 

two brazen-fac'd Sons of the Church , 'both great 
Preachers, of more Leaxging then Virtue, of = 
ame 
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Fame than Loney. $0 uſeful hach the Pulpit in 
the Church been always thought to carry on In- 
treagues inthe State, The Contrivance was firſt to 
prepare the People and break the Matter at Pax/'s- 
Croſs, and then Motion it to the Citizens at Gwild- 
hall, to accompliſh which, and bring his purpoſe to 
perteCtion, the Duke cared not, ſo his dead Father 
were thought, orcalPd, a Cuckold; his Mother, a 
Whore ; his Brethren, Baſtards ; and his Nephew, 
illegitimate z to the ſhame of the whole Houſe of 
Tork, ſuch Fires of Ambition ruPd and rag'd in his 
Heart. The flattcring Clergy-men readily did their 
Parts in the Pulpit, as far as they were able, but 
with ſo ill ſucceſs to the Duke's Cauſe, and their 
own Reputation, that he was wholly diſappointed 
of the defir'd Acclamations, and they loſt their 
Credit and Eſtimation among the People cver after, 
One loſt his Life after his Sermon, the other his 
Voice in the midit of his Preaching, and ſo was forc'd 
to leave off and come down. 

From Paxl's Croſs away go we, the Tueſday 
following the Doctor's Sermen, to Gnila-hal/, and 
there we hiad the Mayor upon the Huſtings, and all 
the Aldermen afſembled about him, and the Com- 
mons of the City gather'd before them. To whom 
the Duke of Buckingham, newly come thither, at- 
tended with divers Lords and Knights from the 
Court, makes a long and large Oration about the 
Grievances under the late King, his many unneceſ(- 
ſary Taxations, great Severities, and the looſene(s 
of his Life, (to caſt dirt thus upon the late King's 
Government, was thought then, it {cems, an ie 
Cual Means, to make way for this Popiſh Succeſſor ) 


-minds them of the Doctor's Sermon, and deſires 


them to joyn with him, and others, in a Petition to 
the Dyke, to take upon him the Name and Ove 
A 2 0 
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of a King, hoping by his many Arguments and 
Perſwaſions, with the volubility of his Tongue, to 
obtain the Citizens Concurrence in a full Cry of 
of King Richard, King Richard. But they were, it 
ſeems by the ſtory, very deaf of hearing on that 
Ear,to hisno little wonder and amazement. W here- 
fore, upon further conſultation with the Mayor and 
others privy to the Deſign, Buckingham reſumes his 
Diſcourſe, and rehearſes the ſame over again with 
a louder Voice, as if the Citizens had not all heard, 
or not well underftood the meaning of his former 
Speech. Butneither did this move their AﬀeCtions, 
nor produce a Word in favour of the Motion from 
the Auditors. Then Mr. Recorder, by the Mayor's 
Advice , was pitch'd upon to ſecond the Duke , 
upon hopes that it might be better accepted from 
him, as the publick Mouth of the City. Full loth, 
we may well think, was he, an honeſt Man, and 
newly come to his Honour and Preferment, having 
never ſpoken to the Citizens before from that place, 
to begin upon ſo harſh and unpleafing a Subject. 
But however the Mayor's Commands muſt be 
obey'd. He therefore makes a Rehearſal of the 
Duke's Words, but ſo far from being tranſpog'd, 
alter'd, or augmented, that he plainly ſhew'd what 
he did was in Obedience to the Lord Mayor's Com- 
mands, not out of affection or good will to the 
Cauſe, or the Duke, What then could it availthe 
Mayor and his Party, that Mr. Recorder wascom- 
pell'd to be their Mouth, when *tis plain from his 
Speech, that he ſpoke others Sentiments, not his 
own ? And this was -cafily percciy'd on all hands. 
For the Citizens ſtood ſtill as mute as Fiſhes, or deaf 
"as Addcrs, that would not hearken to the Voice 
of the Charmer, nor tune their Pipes to the Song 
of a baſe flattering Courticr. Well then, conſent 


; they 
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they could get none? Hitherto not a word of ap- 
probation, what muſt be done next? Why ? when 
we deſpair of Citizens Words and Wiſhes, we'll 
een pretend to reject them, as uſeleſs and unne- 
ceſſary, ſecing they will not be model'd to our 
minds. And therefore at laſt the Citizens are 
plainly told, that all the Nobles of the Realm are 
reſolv*d already upon the Point, (athing as true, as 
the Mayor was Honeſt, or the Duke Loyal) and 
their ultimate Anſwer was demanded. Upon which 
follow'd ſecret Whiſperings, and a confuſed Bur, 
among the People, till at laſt ſome of the Duke's 
Servants, and others of their procuring, (Prentices, 
and other Lads, thruſt into the Hall among the Preſs) 
ſet up their Notes at the lower end, threw up their 
Caps in token of Joy, and loudlycry out upon King 
Richard, This the Duke and Mayor, ſecing they 
could have not better, take advantage of, and would 
have it forſooth paſs foran unanimousConſent,andthe 
univerſal Approbation of the Cicy, though the whole 
multitude of Citizens anſwer*d them not a word, 
only caſt back their heads, and marvelled what thoſe 
meant behind them, with their whoopings and hol- 
lowings. A goodly Cry, quoth the Duke, and 
thanks them, and ſo departs. 

The next News we hear is of a Petition immediate- 
ly made, the Morrow after, tothe Protector at Bay- 
nard's Caſtle, to take upon him the Rule and Go- 
vernment of the Realm, as rightful King, to which, 
with much ado and intreaty, (poor Man! ) he atlaſt 
yielded, as if altogether compell'd, through meer ne- 
ceſſity, and others importunity, the Duke of Buck- 
ingham coming in the Name of himſelf, the Lord 
Mayor and his Brethren,as indeed we find them there 
amongſt others, to ſce this notorious piece of diſſi- 
mulation acted over. So flips this diſſembling Yorksff 
3 into 
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into the Throne, over his young Nephew's head 
(whom afterwards he cruelly caus'd robemurder'd) 
is Crowned, and -» 61 as Kinp for a time, the 
Holla's and Huzza's of a few Courtiers atid Pren- 
tices being impos'd upon the: Nation, for the Unj- 
verſal Conſent of the City of London, though the 
Duke's Party could not obtain fo much as that 
Complement from the Citizens themſelves. Seeing 
therefore they could not embrace the Subftance,they 
were reſole*d, I would ſay, to graſp at the Shadow, 
were I ſure the Criticks would not Cenſure the Ex. 

reſsion, For being not able to prevail upon the 
Maſters, they endeavour'd to try Experiments on 
the Apprentices, and failing of the Majority of the 
Men, are content to be playing with the Boys : 
And if this now may be call'd the Concurrence of 
the City, tis caſie doubtleſs to be had atany time 
with Feaſting and Fudling. Let the diftruſttul, or 
evil thinking pcrſon, conſult Mr. Stow, about the 
Life and Reign of King Edward the Fifth , and 
then he may ſce Authority enough for the precedent 
Relation. 

Thus we ſee the Duke is mounted at laſt up into 
the Saddle, and froma ProtcCtor, that might have 
been lega!, he becomes a King moſt unlawfully, by 
very unjuſt Means and indirect Methods, by de- 
frauding his poor innocent Nephew of his Birth- 
right , and afterwards depriving him of this Life , 
aſpcrſing his own Mother with Adultery, impu- 
ting Baſtardy to his Brethren, and bringing a diſho- 
nourable RefleCtion. upon his Father. But can we 
think ſuch an ill-gotten Crown could ever pro- 
ſper with him? No ſure : *Twas improbable , 
and impoſsible. The Furies are ſtirr*d up to torment 
him , for Providence ſlceps not , nor could Ven- 
geance lag long behind, The City never gave _ 
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full conſent, notwithſtanding all the endeavours of 
that falſe Knave her Mayor, therefore the had rea- 
ſon and occaſion enough for the deepeſt Refent- 
ments , to ſee her Name without her Authority 
baſely abus'd by Treachery and Deccit, to promote 
other Mens corrupt Deſigns, and the Duke fo lately 
tranſpog'd into a_ King, ſufficient Grounds for con- 
tinual Fears, Jealouſies and Suſpicions, about the 
fickleneſs and unſctledneſs of his own State and 
Condition, being ſo inſecure and uncertain of the 
City's hearty good will and affections, as knowing 
the Cheat he had newly put upon the Nation, and 
the Aﬀront he had offered to the whole Body of 
the Citizens, in making uſe of their Names without 
their Conſent and Concurrence, to ſettle himſelf in 
his intended Ufurpation. Boſworth-field alſo is 
drawing nigha pace, where he ſhall be torc'd to pay 
Nature her laſt Debt, Juſtice ſhall have her due, 
and a full period ſhall be put to all his villanous 
Atts and Enterprizes, aftera ſhort Reign or Uſur- 
pation of two Years, two Months, and a Day or 
two, the ſhorteſt Term by far of any Kings Reign 
ſince the firſt /;/liaw, unlets we admit Edward the 
Fifth , for Method and Cuſtomes ſake, into the 
Number of our Kings, who for Ten Weeks ſpace 
bore the Name, though it may be more properly 
calPd the Tyranny of the Duke, than the Reign of 
the King. | | 
Enter next the Earl of Richmond, a Lancaſtrian, 
(a Family directly oppoſite to the Houſe of York, 
tilnow in Combination againſt Crook-back Richard, 
that did endeavour to deſtioy them all, and on a 
deſign of a union of both Intereſts, in the perſons 
of the Heirs on both ſides) with a tew Friends and 
foreign Mercinaries, at {ford-Haven in Wales, 
and the hopes of a conſiderable Number of Auxilia- 
Y 4 rics 
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ries ready to joyn and affiſt himin his March up di." 


rely towards the City of London. For this ſeems 
to have been his main aim, and intended purpoſe, 
from his Letters ſent to his Friends, to come in with 
all ſpeed to his Aſſiſtance, as in whoſe AﬀeCtions 
doubtleſs he put much truſt and confidence ; nei- 
ther was he decciv'd therein, in that, after his ſuc- 
ceſsful Victory over his Enemics at Boſworth,(where 
we date the firſt beginning of his Reign, under the 
Name of Hezry the Seventh) upon his remove to- 
wards London, and his near approach to the City, 
we find the City fo far from the leaſt ſhadow of 
oppoſition, that on the contrary, they prepar'd to 
receive him with Demonſtratiohs of great Joy and 
Gladneſs, for his ſafe and happy arrival there. 
The Habit of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens, 
were, cither Scarlet or Violet, and his Reception 
was in great State and Pomp, they meeting himin 
orderly Array without the City, and ſo conveying 
him through itto St. Pauls. Neither may we think 
him inſenfible of their Favours, if Bakey records 
the truth, as indeed I am not able on any good 
grounds to contradict him, when he ſays, that the 
City of LZenden was this King's Paradice, nor pro- 
vably confute the Reaſons he givesfor his Aﬀertion, 
viz. That what good Fortune ſoever befel him, he 
thought he enjoy'd it not, till he acquainted them 
with it. And can we fancy he had not good 
Grounds and Inducements, for this honourable Ac- 
knowledgment of their Kindneſs and Goodneſs 
ſhewn him by them, beſides the firſt Expreſſions 
thereof in the beginning of his Reign, when he was 
ſo far from being well warm'd in his Seat, that he 

was uot yet enter'd upon the Throne by the Solem- 

nity of a Coronation, nor had taken poſlefſion of the 

Government with the uſual Ceremonies and cuſto- 

mary Formalities ? Cer- 
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Certain it is, that I read in Fabiar, Sheriff of 
London in his days, that he had conſiderable Sums 
of Money of the City, more than once, twice, or 
thrice, an Aſſiſtance as requiſite often times, as 
Men in Arms, and not ſeldom more difficult for 
Princes to obtain: There being idle men enough 
generally at all times ready to come in at the Sound 
of Trumpet or Drum, if there be but an Aſſurance 
or Probability of good Pay: which to compals, 
is commonly a difficulty not ſo eaſily ſurmounted, 
even by great Kings and Princes, fo ſcarce a Com- 
modity is Gold and Silver Coin. Neither dol find 
the City at any time complaining, or oppoſing, or 
joyning with his Enemies: For notwithſtanding his 
ſetrlement on the Throne, and his uniting the two 
Families into one, by marrying Edward the Fourth's 
eldeſt Daughter, he had a Lambert and a Perkin to 
diſturb his Que and Repoſe , about Title. A 
Favour therefore doubtleſs this was not inconſi- 
derable in thoſe days. For the City of Londen is 
known to have been able to do much, had ſhe been 
ſoinclined. Whereof we may wellbelicve the King 
was very ſenſible, and ſo were the oppoſers of his 
peaceable tranquility, were it only from this conſi- 
deration, that when, in the Second of his Reign, 
it was bleer'd about by his Enemies, that the Earl 
of Warwick, George, Duke of Clarences Son, was 
eſcap'd out of the Tower, and a counterfeited Earl 
was provided to at the part of the true one, to 
draw People to their Aſſiſtance , (which might have 
created no little trouble to the King, and greatly 
endanger'd his Perſon and Dignity) to diſappoint 
and fruſtrate their Deſigns, and fully lay open the 
Cheat, of all Parties and Places of his Kingdom, 
he choſe London, to ſhew therein the right Earl of 
Warwick, to the People, though the principal _ 
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of thoſe Aﬀiirs were ther laid in /reland; And the 
other fide appear*d-{o: fearful of the Effect thereof 
upon the Londovers, and their Influence doubtleſs 
upon the reſt of the Nation, even Jr#/axd it (elf, 
though fo far diſtant, that to buoy up the Spjrirs of 


their own Party, they thought it moſt effetual to- 


repart about'the Iſland, rhat that was a, Counter. 
fert purpoſely train'd and taught by. King Heyry, 
and ſhew*'d by him in :Longon, to blind the Eyes of 
the Simple and Ignorant, So ſolliciteus were both 
to encreaſe the number of their Adherents , and 
draw the People of the Land to a belief of. the ho- 
neſty and ſincerity of their Intentions, .and Equity 
of their AQtions, among whom the City of London 
is certainly the greateſt Body, fuly joyn'd together 
by good Laws and Conftitations, greatly confirm'd 
by an orderly ſucceſſion'of her Magiſtrates , and 
much ſtrengthned by a long and large train of con+ 
tinual Succeſſes. © But the City continued fix tothe 
King's Intereſt, and therefore the others Devices 
and Pretences work'd little ornothing upon the Ci- 
tizens. | They were rather ready to rejoyce on all 
occaſions for his viCtorious Succeſs, than prone to 
take part with his Enemies apainſt him , _ whereof 
they gave him ſufficient Teſtimonies at ſeveral times 
and ſeaſons, when they had opportunity to expreſs 
their AﬀeCtions, in a more free and open way, at 
ſuch glorious Solemnities, as Coronations, Inſtalla- 
tions, publick Receptions, and Royal and Princely 
Marriages. : 

*Tis confefs*'d, that, towards the latter end of this 
King's Reign, ſome of her principal Officers, her 
Mayors and Sheriffs, were ſore troubled and vext 
in the King's Courts, and large Sums of Money 
demanded of them, for things pretended to be done 


by them illegally intheir Offices, and ſuch of them 
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impriſon'd, as refus'd to pay thoſe Arbitrary Fines, 
& may be ſeen in Stow's Annals ; but theſe were 
Troubles only of particular Men', ' and common 
alſo to many others of the King's Subjetts, when 
Empſon and Dnaley were got into Authority, and; 
to humour the old' King's coverous itch after 
Riches, (a Vice incident moſtly to Old Ape) re- 
vivd old forgotten Laws, and rais'd large Sums 
of Money upon Offences againſt Penal Statutes 3 
wherein they acted ſo.cxorbuantly, and took (ſuch 
arbitrary, illegal and unjuſt Ways, (many whereof 
Baker reckons up in his Chronicle) rocompaſs their 
Ends, that they themſelves at length were become 
the principal Grievances of the Nation, and ſuffered 
accordingly in the beginning of the next Kiog's 
Reign , both of them by the hands of Juſtice, be-. 
ing made to pay their Heads for ſatisfaction to the 
Pcople, and thcir Promoters moſt ſhamefully Pil- 
lory'd and Impriſow'd. So little did itavail them, to 
pretend they put the Laws in Execution, or to call 
themſeves the King's Promoters or 1nformers, 
King Henry the Eighth, as ſoon as he came to the 
Crown, more regarding the Commons Crys, and 
the Complaints of his People, than he valued the 
pretended Loyalry of ſuch profligate Villains, as 
had no other way to pick up a Livelihood, than 
by raking it out of other Mcns Miſeries and 
Troubles. 


* This Prince in his youth was ſo much addicted 


to Pleaſures, and Paſtimes, fine Sights and Shews, 
Masks, Juſts, and Tournaments, and in his elder 
years to Cruelty and Tyrannical Oppreſſion, that 
one might be apt to expect, and perhaps with ſome 
colour of reaſon, that little was to be tourd in 
Lonaon , in the beginning of this King's Reign, 
but Jollity, Joy , and Rejoycing, gaudy _— 
an 
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and pleafing Objets, delightful to the Eye; and 


grateful ro Senſe, a King's Example com 
drawing” along with it his Subjects Imitation ; and 
that in the latter end, ſcarce any durſt preſume, 
to make oppoſition toa Man of ſo domineering a 
Spirit, as, by his own death-bed Confeſſion, never 
fpar'd Woman in his Luſt, nor Man in his Anger: 
And yet notwithſtanding we meet with, under this 
Prince, Inſtances of the City's Power, Boldneſs, 
and undaunted. Reſolution , and of the King's Fa- 
vour to the Citizens. 

The laſt may haply be concluded, even from the 
Effes of evil May-day , when we read of the 
King's pardoning the many hundreds Indicted for 
that day's Riot and InſurreCtion, at the three Queens 
interceſſion ; upon Cardinal Wool/ey's Advice, and 
perchance in Complaiſance to the City. Not to 
mention that eminent Inſtance, of the King's Cha- 
rity, Love, and Aﬀection to the City, when, in ſo 
great a ſcarcity of Bread therein, that many died 
for meer want, he freely and frankly ſent thither, 
out of his own Proviſions, 600 Quarters of Corn, 
which ſcrv'd fora very ſcaſonable Supply, till more 
could be brought from other Parts. Bur as tothe 
former, 1 dare aver it from the conſequence of the 
Conteft, between the City and the Cardinal, in the 
z7thyear of this King,out of Stow,and thence prove, 
beyond denial, how like her ſelf the City always 
continued , in oppoling the Arbitrary Power and 
Exorbitancesof over grown Favourites. 

Commiſſions were ſent forth, by Order of the 
Council, into every Shire, to Levy the Sixth Part 
of every Man's Subſtance, towards the King's 
paſſige into France, but this was ſo vehemently 
oppcs'd by the People, as contrary to ancient Laws 
and Cuſtoms, and not grantcd by the A 
that 
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that the King thought good to deny, that he ever 


knew of that Demand, and, by ſoothing Letters, 
ſent to London and elſewhere, he requeſted only his 
Subjects Benevolence. This was a Term more 
— than a ſet Demand, and a fix'd Contri- 
ution, and the Cardinal forſooth would needs un- 
dertake perſonally to induce the City's conſent 
thereto, and therefore ſent for the Mayor, the Al. 
men, and the moſt ſubſtantial Common-Councel. 
Men, to Weſtminſter , thinking by fair Speeches, 
od Words, and large Promiſes, to have overper- 
waded them. To him indeed they lent their Ears, 
but we don't find them over haſty to part with 
their Purſes. However they ſent Deputicsto him, 
Four Aldermen and Twelve Commoners, to return 
him their thanks , and every Alderman affembles 
his Ward, and makes a Motion for a Benevolence, 
which was openly deny*'d them by the Commonal- 
ty. Then the Cardinal ſends again for the Mayor, 
and his Brethren, who informs him what they had 
done, Whereupon he would have examined them 
apart, and demands a benevolence of them in the 
King's Name: But for Anſwer, was told, by a City 
Councellor, that the Motion was againſt an AQt of 
Parliament, which could not be diſprov'd, though 
it was in part gain-ſaid. Thereupon the Mayor 
reſolutely denies to grant any thing 3 ſo that upon 
his coming home to London, all publick endeavours 
were laid by, and it was decſar'd, that every man 
ſhould come to the Cardinal , and grant privily 
what he would. This was ſo little grateful to the 
Citizens, and upon the Mayor's endeavours to qua- 
life them , by promiſing they ſhould be gently 
treated, and — them to go when ſent for, 
they were ſo highly offended thereat, that in their 


fury, 
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fury, they would have had ſeveral expel{'d the 


Common-Councel , and ſo without further ag- 


{wer, angrily departed home. Whercby we 

be well afſur'd of the truth of Ha/'s Obſervation, 
that though the Mayor and Aldermen had granted 
the Demand, the Common-Councel would neyar 
have afſented; For we muſt know, this was done 
at the Common-Councel call'd the next day aftar 
my Lord Mayor came from Court, The Reſult 
therefore of all was in the Iſſue , that the King 
openly proteſts, in a great Council, call'd at 
York-place , now White-hall , that his mind was 
never To ask any thing of his Commons, that 
me:ght ſound: to the breach of the Laws, and ſo this 
Project was rejected, and laid alide, by order 
of the Kings Letter ſent into all Counties. For 
ſecing that the City refuſed, how: was it poſſible to 
perſwade the Country , who look upon Loxaon as 
their principal Guide and DireCtreſs, and fo gene- 
rally ſquare their Actions by the Citizens Rule? 
Doth not then this ſeem a clear Example of the 
Loxdoxer: conſtant fixedneſs to their old Principles 
of Liberty ? And if the Reader likewiſe pleaſe, it 
may pals for an Inſlance of the Citizens diſclaim- 
ing their Mayor's Reſolves, and the -prevalency of 
the Commonalty over the Magiltracy, when reſo- 
lute in their juſt oppoſition. 


As an Overplus, I ſhall caſt in a Paſſage out 
of Baker's Chronicles, where we find it upon 
Record , under'the Title of King Henry's Taxa» 
tions, -how that, when in the Fourtcenth Year, a 
Tenth Part of all Mens Subſtance was required 
by the Cardinal, towards the Charges ot the 
King's Wars, andhe would have had —_—_—— 
worn 
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fworn/toitell what he was worth. The Londoners 
thinking' this very hard , they were thereupon 
excus'd for taking the Oath, and allowed to 
bring in their Bills upon their Honeſtics : from 
whence may be _— either the Strength, Great- 
nefs and Power of this honourable City , whom 
the Court , nor the Cardinal, durſt not diſpleaſe, 
or the great reſpet then ſhewn her, in regard of 
thoſe many glorious Rays of Influence ſhe ſheds 
all over all the Land, when the Word of a Citi- 
zen went as far , and was as well accepted ,” as , 
another Man's Oath. 


TIF ſuch then was the Honour and Reſpet of 
the City heretofore, what may we think it to 
be, now that Lo»don hath ſince receiv'd fo confi- 
derable an Addition, and Augmentation, in ſeve- 
ral reſpects, by the happy concurrence of ma- 
ny more Circumſtances to render it eternally fa- 
mous. 


Was this City able to hold a Conteſt with fo 
grand a Favourite and potent a Courtier, as Car- 
dinal Yoolſey, and at laft to come off with flying 
Colours, to the vindicating her own Rights, and 
the Liberties of all the Nation befides , and the 
forcing King Hemry in the ſtrength of his Age, as 
ſtout as he was, to ſo great a Compliance, as 
hath been hinted before? *Tis plain then, ſhe was 
ſtrong , and her Citizens not deſtitute of Spirit. 
Did the King, as cruel as he was to others of his 
Subjects, ſhew himſelf favourable to Lowdon ? 
*Tis evident, he had great cauſe and reaſon ſo to 
do, unleſs he was deſirous to be tax'd with ungra- 
titude, ſo un-Prince-like a Crime, For we may 
obſerve 
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obſerve the Citizens were ready enough to pleaſe 
him in any thing, wherein their All was not con- 


cerned, and in that I never yet found them ever 
; prone to humour the Follies of any King living, 

Witneſs their readineſs on all Occaſions for the 
Honour of che King, to appear in the moſt ſplen- 
did Equipage on publick Solemnitics. 


Among which , the moſt remarkable, in my 
Opinion, were the Coronation of Queen Ax, 
Mother of the never to be forgotten Queen El;- 
z2abeth, of bleſſed Memory , with the Preparg- 
tives thereto , the Celebrity of her Attendance 
by Water, from Greenwich to the Tower , and 
her honourable Conveyance from thence through 
the City , amidft the great variety of pleaſing 
Shews , and delightful Objects , to Weſtminſter , 
particulariz'd in Stow, and the glorious appearance 
of the Citizens, at the great Muſter in St. Zames's- 
Park, ay the 8th, Anno 31. to the Number of 
Fifteen Thouſand, in bright ſhining Armour, with 
Coats of white Silk or Cloth, and Chains of Gold, 
where the Citizens ſtrove in ſuch ſort to exceed 
cach other in bravery of Arms, and forward- 
neſs of Service, as if the City had been a Camp, 
and they not Men of the Gown, but all pro- 
feſs'd Soldiers, which they perform'd to their 
great Coſt, but greater Commendation , ſaith 
Sir Richard Baker. But the greateſt Inducement 
may be ſuppoſed to have been, that they never ap- 
pear'd prone to join with the King's Enemies, of 
which he had good ſtore abroad, beſides Domeſtick 
Troubles and private InſurreQions at home, eſpeci- 
ally towards the latter end of his Reign, whenke 
had taken away the Pope's Supremacy , _ 
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his Authority, and ſuppreſſed the Abbies and'M9g. 
nalteries, the chief Fortreſles and Pillars there- 
of, either by force of an A of Parliament, or by 
vertue of the Refignations of their Governours, ci- 
ther over-aw'd by fcar, or brib'd with Penſions # 
Not long after which there were ſeveral Cormmoti- 
ons in the Land, which might have much ſhaken 
the Throne, had the Cicizers openly ſhew'd any 
inclination to joyn with theſe diſturhers of ht 
Kings rſt and repoſe, but they continuing, quiet, 
thoſe troubles were quickly compos'd, and fo the 
foundation , undeſignedly doubtleſs, was laid for a 
publick Reformation , which was more vigorouſly 
carried on in the next Kings Reign, though Lhardly 
think it hath yet arriv'd to ſuch perfcCtion, as to 
render it (v0 con.pleat, as might be piouſly defircd. 

Short was the-Reign of this pious Prince Edward 
the ixth, yet not ({ thort, bur that it 2ave fach an 
Addition ot ſ[irength torhe Protettant Religion, by 
removing out of the way many ot the Relicks of 
Popery, anJ openly encouraging the Preaching of 
the Goſpcl, that Hichcrto it could never be root- 
ed out ot the Land, — the damage 
it (ultaincd under the next SucMor, a mott vio« 
lent and rigid Papiſt, and the many {« cret Plots and 
practices of PopiſhEmiſlaries,to undermine it,and ins 
troduccPopcry again intoEngland,prov'dupon them, 

Thus was the outward tace of Religion vilibly 
chang'd in the City , \under this Religious King, 
but yet her power we tind not in the leatt dimini- 
ſhed, nor the etizem our great m2n had thereof, of 
which we mcct with an evident iaſtince in Hiſtoe 
ry, on account of the diftercnce ariſea between the 
potent- Earl of I rwick,, and fome of the Privy 
Council, on the one hand, and the Lord Protector 
Seymoxr, the Kings Mucernal Uncle, on the other. 
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The Privy Counſellors, having deſigns upon the 
Protedtor, and withdrawing themſelves from Court, 
got to Londen with their attendance, and taking 
poſſetfon of the Tower, made it their bulineſs to 
ſecure the City to their ſide, by ſending for the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen to Ely houſe in Holborn, 
where they were aſſembled, and entertaining them 
with a long Oration,about the ill government of the 
Protector.and the many miſchiets,that came thereby 
(as they aftirm'd) upon the Kingdom,attended with 
-a'requeſt of thcir joynt afſiſtance,to help thern to re« 
move him, wherein they were ſo ſucceſsful, that, 
upon the arrival of two Letters almoſt at the ſame 
inſtant to the Common Council held at Gzildball, 
one trom the King and Lord ProtcQor for a thou. 
ſand of the City to be arm'd in defence of the 
Kings Perſon, and the other from the Lords to have 
twothouſand men to aid them, with the ſame Plea, 
for defence-of the Kings Perſon, and that the City 
ſhould be well kept with Watches day and night,the 
Citizens ſhew'd themſelves fo inclinable to theLords, 
that thcy arm'd an hundred horſe men,and four hun- 
dred toot men,ig defence of the City, ſuitable to the 
motion of the Lwurds, and ſent no Afiltance to the 
Protector, though it had been defir'd in the Kings 
Name, but rather ſuffered a Proclamation, con- 
taining diverſe Articles againſt him, to be made 
in (cycral Parts of the City, and the Lords were 
entcr:ain'd witha Dinner at one of the Sheritts, the 
eighth of Ofober after they had been themſclves in 
Pc1ſon at Grildball, and on the tenth they din'd at 
the othcr Shaitts 3 after that by a Common Coun» 
cil the fate day, in Stows Computation , five 
hundred men of the City had been granted to be 
ready on the next morning» Evident marks, ligns, 
and rokcns doubtlcls which way the City bended, 
and 
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and the event is a ſufficient confirmation thereof. 
For the next News, we hear , is the removal of 
the Protector from about the King, and the fen- 
ding him to the Tower, within two or three days 
after, where an hutable Conteſſhon and Submiſſon 
was his beſt ſecurity for that time, by which he 
got his Liberty ſome time after, and was ſworn 
again a Privy Counſcllor, but no more a Pto- 
tector. 

Had the City ſent him the Aid requiſted, he 
would poſlibly have had little reaſon to have ſtood 
infear of the combined Lords, or had but her Ma- 
gilirates continued Ncuters in the Caſe, and not 
been ſo openly favourable tohis Enemies, he might 
perhaps have been able enough to have cop't with 
them, with little or no hazard, for he had raiſcd 
much Pcople about Hampton Court in the Kings 
Name, and conveyed him to Windſor with a great 
number of Hourſemcn and Footmen 3 But the 
Strength and Authority of the City was not to be 
contradicted, much leſs oppoſed. Thus the Pro+ 
tetor loſt his Place, and well it might have bcen 
haply for the King and Nation, it that had been 
all, For his Encmics having remov'd him from 
his Protc&orſhip, and thereby gain'd the greater 
accels of Powcr to themſelves, and che Principal 
of them. the politick Earl of Warwick, lately cre- 
ated Duk2 of Northumberland , advanced in Title 
and Honour «qual with, -and in Authority and 
Power above the higheſt, whereby his aſpiring 
thoughts were grown rip2 to be put in execution, 
they were reſolv'd to have the other touch with him 
for his Lite, wherein they made uſe of the Cities 
Power to ſecure them for kis Tryal, by ordering 
every Houlholder in London to take care of hisown 
Family, keep his houſe, and have one ready in 
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arms upon call for the day time, and that by Night 
a ſufficient Watch of ſubſiantial Houſholders ſhould 
be kept in every Ward. So litte durſt they attempt 
without ingaging the City thercin, and fo frail and 
tranſitory had been their projecting deſigns, had 
ſhe refuſed. But with her concurrence what could 
they not do? So then at laſt trycd the late Pro- 
teor was, acquitted of Treaſon, and condemned 
for Felony, and afterwards beheaded on Towers 
Hill, much againſt the Kings Will, the Conſtables 
of every Ward in London ( by vertue. of a Precept 
directed from the Council to the Lord Mayor ) 
{tricly charging the Citizens not to tir out of their 
houſes before a pretixt hour, tor fear perhaps of a 
Reſcue, for *twas known he was well belov'd gene- 
Tally by the People, and plainly evidenced, when, 
upon amiſtake thinking him acquitted, they gave 
{o great a ſhout for joy, that it was hcard ( Stow 
tells us )from Weſtminſter- Hall to Long-Arce, to the 
Lords aſtoniſhment. So fell Sommerſet by the 
maliceof his Enemies and weakneſs of his Friends 
and we may eaſily bclieve *rwas not defign'd the 
King ſhould be long liv'd, it ſome could prevent 
it, For thcy, that ſhot off his good Unclec's Head, 
would hardly flick at attempting ſecretly upon his 
health and ſecurity, who otherwiſe might have 
liv'd toavenge the Protectors Death. 

But the chief Projector Northumberland had but 
little joy of his ambitipus deſigns, though King 
Edrard was dead and he had got his two Siſters 
put by, and the Lady Fane his Daughter in Law 
proclaimed Qucen «cf the Realm, by ſound of 
Trumpet, through London. For when he might 
have thought himſelf moſt ſecure, then was he 
moſi diſappointcd,and he, that could do ſo much in 
the City with the Magiltracy, cither for fear or love, 

quickly 
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quickly loſt that branch of his Power, when he 
was gone from the City, though at the head of an 
Army, and thereby, in cffc@, his Life» Theſame 
Mayor who had before conſented in appearance tg 
ſecure the City for the Lady Fane, alittle atter, 
upon a motion from the Council, going ſtraight 
waysand proclaming the Lady Mzry Queen : And 
then ſhe was quickly acknowledgcd for ſuch all 


. over the Land. So that here we {ce two Queens 


proclaimed in London within a very ſhort ſpace of 
timez but ſhe, who was laſt proclaimed and the 


( Citizens ſtuck to, continued Queen, and the other 


was laid by as uſcleſs, and atterwards brought to 
the Block as a guilty Criminal. Had the City (tuck to 
the firſt, the other probable had ſtill been counted 
the Offendor, and might perhaps have fuffercd ac» 
cordingly: But the Stream was turn'd with the 
Tide, and it was hard rowing againliti the Current, 
Queen Mary at firſt had addreſſed her elf bv Let- 
ter to the Lord Mayor to proclaim her, and the 
Cities affeions may be thought inclinable from 
the beginning unto her, be it only from Northumbere 
lanÞs expreſſion of his _ to the Lord Gray, 
in his paſſage through Shoreditch with his Arn:y a- 
eainſt her and her Forces, who obſerved that the 
People preſſed to fee them, but could not hear one 
that bid them Gods ſpeed. 1s it ſoconfiderable to 
have the Voice of the Citizens, how much more 
than their Hearts? Thus came in Queen Mary, 
and with her Popery upon the Proteſtants ſhoulders, 
For the Suffolk men were the firſt, that eſpous'd 
her Intereſt, upon Condition, that ſhe would make 
no alteration inReligion, which ſhe then moſt readily 
promiſed, but kept it afterwards likea Papiſt, 4. e. 
broke it 3 and *tis ſomewhere obſerved, that many 
moxe of that Country ſuftered fos Religion in the 
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Marian Perſecution,than of any other. So ſutable ſhe 
aftcd to that avow'd Principle of her own Religion, 
that no faith is tobe kept with Hereticks, a poſiti- 
on publickly authorized by the Council of Con- 
ftance , and often fince confirmed by many undenis 
able Inſtances and Examples. But *twas well for 
her that the City of London ( whoſe concurrence 
with the rcſt of the Nation firſt mounted her up into 
the Throne, ard from whoſe Citizens the received (o 
orcat reſpec the day beforc herCorononation by colt. 
ly Pagcants, thoſe dumb ſhews, ot r«ſpet and other 
honorary exprefſions of their affections) continued 
firm in their Allegiance, otherwiſe ſhe might pers 
chance have paid dear enough for tlic breach of her 
promiſc upon Sir Thomas Whats inſurrection, For 
cculd he but have gut into the City, either by the 
Bridgeox by Ludgate, how much of his purpoſe 
he might have brought to eftcct, 1s cafier to he 
gueſſed, than declared in fo uncertain a matter, 
But he was repulſed at both places, and deceived 
in his expcations and hopcs of aid from Londonhe 
himſclf was taken,his party routed,and all his defigns 
yaniſhcd into ſmoak, to the loſs of his own life and 
ruin of many of his principal Friznds and Followers, 
So unſucceſsful is an enterprize(on what grounds ſ0- 
cvcr and appearing likely hocd of ſucceſs at firſt un- 
dertaken } whercin the Londoacrs rctuſe to ingage 
then {c!ves; whereas had but the City joyn'd her For» 
ces to 1/yats, Ict him in within her Walls, and not 
{ficod firm to the Quens Interctt, he might pgrhaps 

avebcen able tohave commanded whatConditions 
he pleated, Ot this wc may well believe the Queen 
ang Court were extreamly (enlible, For we find the 
Queen her {clf, her Lords, and her Ladies, . came 
from Tetminſter to Gaildball, where the Come 
j905 of the City were aflembled in their Liverieg 
betore 
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. before IYyat drew near to the City, and by 


fair words and promiſes endeavour'd to conftirti 
the Citizens minds, and fatishe them of the fin» 
cerity of her own intentions, and the infolent be- 
haviour of her Enemies : Which I think was no 
more than the caſe required, and the neceſſity of 
her affairs obliged her to for her own fccurity. 
The five hundred Men, which the City, at the Lord 
Treaſurcrs requeſt, had ſent out ready Arm'd toop- 
poſe that inſurrcAion, having turn'd to the other 
fide at the perſwalion of their Captain and Leader, 
and there being fo grcat a Conliernation at Weſt 
minſter upon IWyats approach, that the Serjcants 
at Law, and other Lawyers pleaded in their har- 
neſs. But the Queens Speech having ſecur'd the 
gencrality of the Citizens affcCtions, firict Watch 
and Ward continucd to be kept in London, the 
Mayor and Sheriffs Commanded each Man to ſhut 
down their Shop- windows, and ſtand ready Arm'd 
at their Doors , they themſelves being likewile in 
Armour , the draw-bridge was cut down , the 
Bridg-gate ſhut, and convenient forces [ent to keep 
it, and others {ct in fit places of the City, where- 
by F/yat's purpoſe was defcated, and his expeta« 
tions of afſiltance fruſtrated , as he himfclt com- 
plain'd in the Mcſſage he ſent the Londoners by 
Merchant Dorell, upon his March out ot Southwark, 
toward Kingſtone. For before he came with ſuch 
confidence towards London, that he hoped for pre- 
ſent entrance, An <minent inſtance doubtleſs of 
the Cities great power and the influence it had on 
that bold undertaking , which ſcems to have 
ſiood and fallen een as London fiood afteftcd and 
influenced, 

But though the Queen prevail'd thus upon the 
Londoners, yet death cculd nct b2 biib'd, nor 
Z 4 ſhani'd 
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ſham'd, by any promiſcs or pretences, for die ſhe 


mult, ard die ſhe did, aftera ſhort, though bloody 
Reign, of five years and fomewhat b.trer , and fo 
way was made for the famous and cve1 Renowned 
Queen E izabeth , of bleſſed Mcmory , in whoſe 
entrance into the Throne we tind the Londoners 
intereſting themſelves, notwithlianding ſhe was pubs» 
lickly known, to be of a quite different Religion 
from that at preſent Eſtabliſhed 3 ſhe being forth» 
with Proclaimcd in London, upon knowledge and 
notice given of, her Siſter Queen- Maries Death, 
and coming from Hatfield within three or four days 
after, Stow tells us, ſhe was very dutifully and hos 
nourably met by the Lord Mayor, and the whole e- 
ttate of London, and fo conducted to the Charters 
Houſe; and ſome time after Rode through the City 
in great Majcſty to Weſtminſter to her Coronati- 
con: At which Solemnity the Citizens gave her 
ampl: demonſirations ot their a{fcftions , by the 
Satcly Pageants and ſumptuous Shcws, wherewith 


they cntertain'd her. Her ſettlement caus'd the 


RceduEtion, cncreaſe, and progreſs of the Proteſtant 
Religion in England, and under the auſpicious ins 
fluence of her Reign the City flouriſh'd to ſuch 
an height of Grandeur , whether we reſpect the 
concourſe of Forrcign Merchants from abroad, or 
the ſiatclincſs of hex publick buildings at home, the 
freedom and ſccurity of Traffick, and the flowing 
in of Richcs an Wealth thereby, the famous ex» 
ploits pcrtorm'd by her Citizens in other Coun» 
erics aud Climates.and the forndation in theſe times 
Jaid for mucl; greater atchicvements, by the necel- 
ſzry preparatives of skill-and knowledge in Milt- 
rary atlairs, gain'd by the more frequent Muſiers, 
5nd Warlike cx. rcifes of her Inhabitants, thanin 
toxmecr times, or lcarn't at that Grand Nurlſery of 
Soildiers 
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Guldiers, the Artillery Garden, that *tis cafie to 
conje&ture how ſecure her Majeſty was in the Ctii- 
zens love and loyalty,and how happy they thought 
themſelves in the favour and protcCtion of fo good, 
preat, and gracious a Princeſs, 

'Tis not thercfore to be expected, that ſuch turns 
and changes ſhould occur in her days, wherein the 
City might have occaſion to interpoſe her Authori- 
ty, to ſettle and ſccure the Nation againſt the furi- 
ous attempts of arbitrary Pretenders, or lye under 
any unavoidable neccility of ſhewing her Power and 
Influence over it, in contradi&ion to other mens 
aſpiring and ambitious Deſigns, However I amnot 
dcltitute of an Inſtance, to demonſtrate the conſe- 
quence of hcr Example, and how much all England 
wat influenced thereby to the manitfetiation of their 
zeal, love, and duty to their Soveraign. In 8&8. 
a year fo famous for the Spaniſh Invaſion, the 

uecns Counlel had demanded, what the City 
would do for her Majeſty and their Country, and the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen had referr'd it to their 
Honours to make their Propoſals > whereupon 
fifteen Ships and five thouſand Men being requi- 
red, and two days reſpite at the Cities defire gran- 
ted for Anſwer, they returned in convenient time 
and ſcaſon, and entreated their Lordſhips, in fign 
of their perfect love and loyalty to their Prince and 
Country, ( they arc Stows words ) kindly to ac- 
cept ten thouſand Men, and thirty Ships amply 
furniſh:d double the number of what was asked,and 
even as London ( faith my Author ) gave Preſident, 
the whole Nation kept ranck and cquipage 3 fo 
ready were the other Cities, Countics, Towns 
and Villages to follo:y where London went before. 
A plain initance of her powertul influence, deny it 
Who can, 
| As 
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As to what concerns the frequency of the viſits 
the Queen made to London, and the great ſplendoy, 
wherewith they con:monly welcom'd her home at 
the end of her Country progreſſes, I paſs them all 0. 
ver, though undeniable dcmonſtrations of the 
preſent content and ſatisfaction they took in Queen 
Elizabeths good Government : Neither ſhall I take 
notice of the many Companies of Soldiers ſhe {e 
veral times rais'd at her own charges for her Sove. 
raigns Alhitance, it having been commonly done 
before, under Princes in whom ſhe took delight, be- 
cauſe I would haſten toKing James, the firſt Mo» 
narch of great Britain, in whole Perſon England and 
Scotland were firlt united, though his preſent Maje- 
fiy, King James's Grand-ſon, was the firlt born Heir 
of that happy Union, that was Crowned King of 
both Realms, and the firſt Engliſh King by Birth of 
the Scottiſh race, that cyer {ate upon the Engliſh 
Throne that we read of. 

To tcll how this City flouriſh'd under this Prince 
in wealth and riches, in a general encreaſe of trade, 

by forreign Merchandizes and home-made Manufa. 
Etures : The great ornament the received from her 
publick and private buildings, the ſtrength that 
accrued to her by the numeroulne(s of her Inhabji- 
rants, and the enlarging her borders, the conve- 
niences procur'd her for water by Midleton*s River, 
for Recreations by Morefields, and plcafantneſs by 
pav'd Streets, and the various expreſſions the made 
of her glory in the many noble Entertainments of 
King James and other great perſonages, Forrcign- 
ers and Natives, and the rich preſents ſhe frequent» 
ly gave, beſides the renown the got abroad 
by ſending greater Numbers of her Ships, than for- 
merly, into all trading Parts of the World, and 
planting Colonies of her own people in 1reland 
and 
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and Virgnia, would be tireſome perhaps to the Rea- 
der , and needleſs for the Writer 3 fince that in 
$tows Chronicle,continued by How,thele particulars 
have been fo largely treated of, whether the curious 
and inquiſitive may apply themſelves for further (a+ 
tifaRtion. Neithcr ſhall I trouble my felt with 
making large remarks upor the great honour and 
dignity, for the City's ſake, belonging to the Lord 
Mayor thercof, of which we ſeem to have: an In- 
ſtance in the beginning of this Kings reign, when 
Sir Robert Lee, then Lord Mayor ot London, (ubſcrib'd 
in the firſt place to the invitation ſent the King to 
come into England, before all the great Ofhcers of the 
Crown, and all the Nobility 3 This great Magi» 
ſtrate, upon the Kings death, being faid to be the 
prime perſon of England, than which what great- 
er honour can there be appertaining to a Subject ? 
I have indeed read in Cotton, that upon a Poll Bill 
the Lord Mayor paid four pound as an Earl many 
years ago, in King Richard the ſecond days, when 
but few of the Nobility, if any beſides the blood . 
Royal, bore any higher title: And find ſince at 
our Kings Coronations that he hath had a princi- 
pal place and part aſſigned him, particularly at his 
preſent Majeſties, April 23d, 61. and in the 
honourable Cavalcade made from the Tower to- 
Weſtminſter the day beforc, in order thereunto, where 
the Suppliment to Baker's Chronicle, out of Elias 
Aſomole the IVindſor Heralds Copy, hath placed 
him between the principal Officers of the Crown 
and the Duke of York, a place doubtleſs deligned 
him as moft ſuitable to his Dignity, and the high 
Othce he boxczand yct I count none of theſe Honours 
comparable to that before mentioned, which ſeems 
paramount to all others. To be the higheſt by 
place in the Kingdom of courſe for a {caſon ſounds 
grcatcy 
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greater,than to be a Second, a Third, or a Fourth, 
and is more doubtleſs to the Honour, Credit, and 
Reputation of the City, that conferrs this placeas 
ſhe pleaſcs- 

But the chicfcſt point T intend here to inſiſt on, 
withall convenient brevity and perſpicuity, is the 
Declaration of the Cities love and aftcction to King 
Famer, and the requital made her by him in retum, 
The firſt I know nut how it could be better expref- 


{cd, than by the wonderful readineſs, and hearty 


gladncfs (C as the Annalift words it  ) of the great 
City of London, where the Magittratcs, andall other 
intcrionCitizens ſhewed all poſſible ſigns of perfe& 
joy and contentment, amidii the general applauſe 
of the whole Engliſh Nation, when he was firſt 
proclaimed King of the Realm 3 and we have further 
demonſirations thereof from the Kings honourable 
Reception, when he came near to London, by the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermcn in Scarlet Robes, and 
hve hundred grave Citizens in Velvet Coats and 
Chains of Gold, all very wcll mounted like the 
Sheriffs and their train, one of which had three- 
{core men attcnding him in fair livery Cloaks. Ano- 
ther inſtance may be rhe care taken in London to 
watch and guard the Gates, upon the firſt diſcovery 
of the Gun-powder Treaſon, and the great joy and 
rejoycing, manitcſted therein ſoon after, upon its 
further deteQion, by filling the Streets with Bon» 
tires, and the Solemn Aftemblics with publick 
praiſ:s and thankſgiving to the Almighty for the 
Kings happy Deliverance. This Gunpowder Treaſon 
(fo to obſerye by the way)was one of the ſcven par- 
ticulars the Intelligencer tells us were ſometime lince 
ſctupin a Table in St, Martins Church at Tok, 
under this Title, Things never -to be fog 2 
Proteſtants, The other ſix were, The 


Reign 
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Reign of Queen Mary. The many Plots in Queen 
Elizabeths Reign. The Maſlacre in Ireland in For- 
ty one, The horrid Murder of King Charles in 
One thouſand Six hundred and Forty eight. The 
burning of London in One thouſand Six hundred 
and Sixty fix. And the horrid Popiſh-plot in 
One thouſand Six hundred and Seventy cight. An 
Inſcription, that ſome harmlcfs well meaning per- 
ſons would have been apt doubtleſs to have thoughe 


| very honeſt in its ſelf , and deſervedly written in 


Letters of Gold, till an Order came to one of the 
Church Wardens to take it down, or appear at the 
Spiritual Court to anſwer the Contempt : For *twas 
above the ordinary Capacity of a Coinmon lay-Pro- 
teſtant to apprehend any thing ill or offenſive there» 
in, till ſuch wits among the Clergy, as had far 
more ſagacious intelle&ts, perceived the drift and 
delign thereof, and judging it perhaps to be part of 
the Presbyterian Plot, might think fit to have it 
thrown down, that the Vulgar might be no more 
amus'd with the dreadtul remembrance ot ſuch 
things, 

But to return to the Citics Love and Loyalty to 
King Fames, another remarkable proof thereof 
may be deduced from the double Guards ſet in all 
places about London, the Precept iflucd out by the 
Lord Mayor to the Wards to raiſe the Train Bands, 
and the unexpreſſible diſtraction of Mens minds, 
upon a flying rumour ſudcen!y ſpread about the Ci- 
ty March 22d. ( ſomewhat above four Monthsafter 
the Powder Plot was diſcovercd ) of the Kings being 
lain that morning at Oking.lome twenty Miles from 
Lond»n,which occaſioned great weeping and wailing 
and much lamentation in old and young, rich and 
poor, till in three or four hours time all theſe Clouds 
were happily diſpers'd by better and more cer- 
tain 
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tain news brought of the Kings (afety, and his re« 
turn to Whitehall thereupon the ſame afternoon, 
where the peoples hearts were as much raifed with 
" Joy, as before they had been drowned in grief, and 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen went to congratus 
late his Majeſty upon the aſſurance of his continued 
Health and Security, ; 
Such were the expreſſions of the Cities affeQi- 
ons, Ict us now fſce the return of Kindneſs on the 
Kings party and his Princely acknowledgment of 
their fiagular love and loyalty ro him. Much 
doubtleſs of the Kings mind in this particular may 
be gueſſed at from the frequent Vifits he made the 
City, but 1 preſume by no one Act of his better 
known, than by his repaying the Citizens of Lon» 
don, in the ſeventh of his Reign, the Threeſcore 
thouſand pounds they had lent Queen Elizabeth 
three years betore her death, An A of the grea- 
teſt Jultice and Equity, and whereby likewiſe he got 
more love, faith the Chronicle, than he paid mony, 
This may paſs both for an Example of the Kings 
Goodneſs and Prudence, and an Inſtance of Lon- 
dons Power and Eſteem, fince his Majeſty thought it 


good to be at ſuch charges to oblige her. For to pay | 


their Predeceſiors Debts is fo rare among Prin» 
ces, 'that many of them hardly ever 'pay their 
Own. 

Hitherto haveI preſented the Reader with varie« 
ty of paſſages out of our Engliſh Chronicles, to 
demonſirate the Glory, Honour, and Renown of 
the City of London, and the Courage of her Citi- 
zens, the Power of her Magiltratcs, the Strength 
of the Commonalty, and the undeniable Ir. fluence 
of the whole Corporation upon the reſt of the 
Kingdom 3 and have given him here and there 
the words and expreſſions of private men, as 0 

many 
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many illuſtrative Arguments on the Points, Where» 
fore now I ſhall produce no leſs than what E account 
a Royal Teltimony, in confirmation of the many 
demonſtrative Evidences already brought, and that 
of no leſs a Prince than his preſent Majeſties Royal 
Father, King Charles the Firſt, and out of an Author 
little partial to the City,that the very name of Peter 
Heylin, and the diligent peruſal of Arch-Biſhop 
Lauds Life, by him writ, may f(uthciently convince 
an indifferent Reader, that he was none of London 
greatelt Favourers or Admirers, ſince *twas look'd 
on as the Retreat and Receptacle of the Grandees 
ofthe Paritan faQtion,as he is pleaſed to tilc all thoſe 
he thought contrary to that Party of Men, he will 
needs call the Church of England. A Proof therefore 
out of fuch an Adverſary's mouth, as Heylins, fecms a 
very convincing Argument, when he himſelf is 
forced, meerly by truth and matter of fact, to con= 
els and acknowledge the influence of London on all 
parts of the Kingdom, in that paſſage, where he 
intimates it to have b-en generally look't upon 
at the compaſs, by which the leſſer Towns and Corpor= 
ations were wont to ſteer their courſe, and to plead it's 
pradlice on all occaſions. 

What I conceive to be' the Kings Teſtimony by 
that writer deliver'd, is by him brought in, as 
the reaſon of his Majeltics prefcrring Laud tothe 
Bilhoprick of London , wiz. For that he was a 
Man of a-more active Spirit than the former Biſh- 
op, and (o fitter to carry on the delign of rendring 
the City conformable to that propos'd Model ot 
Church Goverament, which was intended for the 
whole Nation, and therein theretore principally to 
be promoted, becauſe of the Influence it bad, by rea- 
ſon of it's wealth and trading , on all parts 'of the 
Kingdom, and that wpon the correſpondence and confor« 


mity 
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mity thereof the welfare of the whole depended, Thig 
Teitimony doubtleſs is of great authority , be- 
cauſe proceeding from fo Judicious agPrince , and 
related by an Author not to be ſuppos'd over ready 
to write any thing in favour of this City, to 
which he ſeems to have born a very great animoſi- 
ty, becauſe the Citizens would not be ſo thorough 
pac'd Epiſcopal , as his Reverend Doctorſhip 
would have had them to have been. But now me- 
thinks it ſhould be of greater prevalcncy than ever, 
fince that King Charles himiclt , bctore he dyed, 
out of his own expcricnce knew much more of the 
Citics {trength and Power, than many of his Pre- 
dec:ſſors did for ſome ages before. For *tis plain 
beyond denial, diſpute , or contradiction, out of 
the memory of Man and the everlaſting Records of 
time, that in the late Wars between him and his 
two Houſes of Parliament, *twas the Cities pow- 
er and influence, that rais'd them to that height 
of Grandeur, which made them ſo formidable ty 
all the Royal party. Whereas, without her help 
and affiltance, how little able they had been to hay: 
long ſubfiſted, or held up their heads above ground, 
is evident from the many ſupplics they had from 
London, of Men, Mony, and Arms, the frequent 
applications they made to her on all extremities, 


and the conſtant endeavours they us'd to cultivaty, 


her tricnd{hip, and preſerve her afteQions. Eut 
over theſe Tranſactions I ſhall chooſe rather tocal 
a vail of filence, than indultriouſly endeavour to 
lay open the bleeding wounds of the Nation 
thoſe days, as being fully afſur'd of the impoſſi 
bility of guiding my pen {o dextrouſly in delivering 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but thc 
truth, as not to ſubject my ſelf to cenſure, nor in- 
cur the anger, diſpleaſure, and indignation of an 
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one. Suffice it then to fay, that, in the long Vi 
cation of Parliaments undcr King, Charles the tut, 
ſuch ſeeds of diſcontent were ſown, in City, as 
well as Country , that upon the firſt opportunity, 
they ſprung vp into bitter herbs , and four fruit, 
+and who taticd moſt thereof, I think all the Emro- 
pean world kriows ſuthciently by this time of day, 

But if any in this agc is {o 1:norant, as to wonder 
how it was pothblc tur the two Houſes in forty one 
to bear up againlt the King, without being dilmis'd 
from Weſtminſter by vcrtue of the Kings Preroga= 
tive, the uſval method of ancicnt times , and the 
known practice of later days, he is to know and 
underſiand, that his late Majcliy had formally 
paſs'd away his grand Power of Prorogations, Ad- 
journments, and Diſſolutions by an Act of Parlia« 
ment, and ſo put the ſtaff out of his own hands, 
that he could ncver recover, as long as he lived, by 
force nor intreaty. An a& of Grace this was, 
that is hardly to be parallcl'd, and yet. perhaps it 
may be lik-ned to the Statute made in the ſecond 
of Richard the fecond, of which I have made men- 
tion bctore , avaintt abrupt and untimely difmiſſi- 
ons, only that this is plaintr worded , and fecms 
enlarged toa further extent» Otherwitie , conti- 
dering the ufe that might have been poflibly made 


of the former, it might have look't like the tame 


book with additions new Printed in Otay2 , which 
betore was bound up in decimo ſexto. Neither of theſe 
arc to be fourd in our New Priatcd Statute books, 
they pretending, not to fer down all the Antiquated, 
Repeal'd, or cxpir'd S:atutes, that ever were in 
being. Therelore it any one dclircs to humour his 
curiolity, he mul apply himf-1t to Cottozs Abriog- 
ment of the Tower Records for the one, and teaici 


- Ilter the other in ſome of thoſe books , that treat 
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of the affairs of the late times, Now the Obſervator 
in ſuch a caſe tells us of Scohel! and Husthands Col- 
Ie&ions : Upon whick ſo Authentick an Authority, 
as ſome clicem it, it we have recourſe to Scobels 
CollcErions ot the beſt Edition, *tis ten thouſand 


toone but we lhall there tind the Statute in this mane : 


ner following, Whereas preat ſummY of mony muſt 
of neceſſity be ſpeedily advanced and provided for the 
relief of His Majeſties Armv an4 | eople i1 the Northern 
parts of this Realm, and for preventing th? imminent 
danger this Kingdom is in , and for ſupply of other 
His Maje/ties preſent and urgent occaſions, which cane 
not be ſn timely effefied as is requiſite , without Credit 
for raiſing the ſaid monies, which credit cannot be ob» 
tained, wntil ſuch obſtacles be frrit removed , as are 0+ 
cafoned by fears, jralor fies, and apprebenſions of divers 
bis Majeſties Loyal Subjefis, that this preſent Parlia- 
ment may be Adjourned, Prorogued , or Diſſolved , be- 
fore Jnjtice ſhall be duly executed upon Delinquents, 
publick grievances redreſſed , a firm Peace between the 
1 Nations of England and Scotland concluded , 
ana before ſufficient provifron be made for the repayment 
of the ſaid monies ſo tobe raiſed: All which the Come 
mons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, . having duly 
conſidered, do therefore humbly beſeech your moſt excel- 
lent M.fty, that it may be declared and Enadted; 


And be it declared and enafted by the King our Sover- 


ion Lord. with the aſſent of the Lordi and Commons 
in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and by the Ate 
thority of the ſame, That this preſent Parliament now 
Aſſembled ſhall not be diſſilved , unleſs it be by Afi of 
Parliament to be paſſed for that purpoſe , nor ſpall be 
at any time or times during the continuance theregf \ 
Pr. raged, or Adjourned, unleſs it be by At of Pars 
lizment, to be likerriſe paſſed for that purpoſe: And that 
the Horſe of Peers ſhall riot at any time or times during 
this * 
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this preſent Parliament , be A1journed, whleſs it be by 
themſelves or by their own Order : And in Ithe manner, 


that the Houſe of Commons b4ll 1 v*/21e or times 
during this preſent Par!itwmen; he 4 "5 nrned, wnler it 
be by th:mſ-lvee, or by their ovo't order; And- that all 
and every thiig and things whatl1ev-” Arne or to be 
done. for the Adjnernment , \roroguing o© Piſſolving 


of this preſent Parlizment contrary to this Act , ſhall 
be utterly void, and of non» effet, 

This Act in G-neral pred the dettruttion of 
that branch of the Royal! Prerogative, which related 
tocalling or diffolving Parliaments 3 3d that pars 
ticular clauſe in the end. that all and every thing and 
things whatſoever done or to be done, for the Adjourn= 
ment, Proroguing or diſſolving of this preſent Parlia« 
ment contrary to this Att, ſhall be utterly void, and of 
none effect, was, we may b*lieve from ſubſcquent 
paſſages, a Plea, the wits of the age durft have 
ventur'd to have ſtood by, againlt any attempts to 
diſcontinue, diſappoint, or truſtrate the mceting 
of the two Houſes of Parliament, it they had Spirit 
and Courage enough to have owr*'d any thing of 
the Law. So that upon a groundwork fo firm , 
and a foundation fo ſure , the Parliamentarians 
valucd not all the ſubtile Arts and devices of their 
Enemies, nor ltood in tear of thoſe Mcrcurial Ene 
gines , . Pcn Ink and Paper, fo. they could but 
defend themſci'ves againtt thoſe Martial Argue 
ments, the bright-ſhiring Sword , and the .huns+ 
dring Cannon, By vertuc of this C lavſe we may 
concivde, that, aftcr the Houſe of Con nons was 
violently deprived of many Members hc: -of, the 
Houſe of Lords wholly put down, and (vat fmall 
remainder of a Parliament forc'4 out of Uovrs by 
Oliver and the Soldiers, ater two Protctors, and 
kveral Afﬀ:mribli;s, that took on them the yeners 
; Aai2 able 
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able Name of Parliaments, and ſome of them too 
Choſen by the People , part of the Commons Houſe 
nevertheleſs again got into power, and being once 
more thruſt out by the Army, afterwards Reco. 
ver'd poſſeſſion, and the whole Houſe was in a 
fair likelyhood to have been fill'd up by the: Re- 
admiſſion of the ſecluded Mcmbers , till they, to 
make way for a greater turn , did all , that lay in 
the power of a ſingle Houſe, to diflolve the Par» 
liament , which with us conſiſts of the King and 
his two Honſes, 

Treating now of the late times, and having 
drawn a vail over the Tranſactions in the laſt 
Wars , wherein the City was more particularly 
concern'd, (though *tis well known, that her pow- 
er and Influence was very conſiderable in the many 
turns and changes, through which the State was 
then hurried ) I ſhall not ftand to ſhew, how much 
ſhe was Courted by Oliver and the reli of the Us 
ſurping powers on all emergencies, and the great 
care was taken to ſecure her to their intereſt and 
party, though both are touch'd upon in the ſup- 
plement to Bakers Chronicle 3 but pafling all over 
come nowgto demonſtrate, the great intlucnce ſhe 
had upon the Nation in that remarkable turn of 
the times, which produc'd ſo unparalleld a won- 
der, as the peaceable Reſtauration of an exil'd 
Prince to his Fathe1*'s Crown and Kingdom with- 
eat blood : Which to prove need go no furthcr 
than the aforeſaid ſupplement, where ſeveral evis 
dences and convincing circumſtances are to be 
found, (bclides matters of fact already elſe where 
related) and Idoubt not but ſufficiently demon» 
ftrative. Theſe to Marſhal in their order, I begin 
firſt of all with the Citizens diſcontentednefſs at che 


Committee of fafcty , and Fleetwoods doubttulae 
3 


| 
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of them, and proceed to General Monk's Letter 


. ſent to the Lord Mayor and Common Council 


(ſome time after he had declared his Reſolution to 
reduce the Military power under the Civil, though 
principally intending, we are fincetold, the Kings 
Reftauration) to heigthen their differences, where= 
in, upon a Declaration of his open intentions, he 
expreſſes his ExpeRation of their Aſfiſtance , leſt 
it ſhould be too late for them by their own ſtrength 
to aſſert their freedom, it he miſcarried through 
the want of their timely aid, and diſhonourable, if 
he ſucceeded , for ſo Famous a City and ſo much 
concern'd,that it's Liberties ſhould be aſſerted with- 
out its own help. In the next place comes the 
encouragement, the Letter ſent from ſome of the 
old Council of State privately met at London, ( a- 
mong, whom we find Sir Anthony Afpley Cooper , 
that Fam'd Earl of Shaftsbury, a Principal Agent 
through the whole courſe of thoſe affairs, and an 
ative Inſtrument in bringing in the King ) to 
Monk,, brought his Officers in Scotland, and the 
reaſon given thereof, viz. That the wiſeſt of them 
did conclude from theſe appearances of aftion at 
London, that their party was encreaſed in England, 
imagining that otherwiſe they durſt not have fo 0- 
penly acted. Then follows the Intelligence he re- 
cciv*d, when at Coldftream , from his Brother Clar- 
ges , that there were many great differences in Lon- 
don, between Fleetwood and the City 3 that the 
Prentices, and ſeveral others in fayour of him, 
had many Conſultations to make diſturbances, and 
were framing, a Petition to the Lord Mayor and 
Common Council, to preſs their interpoſition for 
the reſtoring the Parliament, and preſervation of 
Magiſtracy, their rifing in a Tumultuous manner, . 
upon a Proclamation emitted by the Corgmittee of 
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Safety to prohibit all gathering, of hands to Petiti- 
ons. and tie ſhutting up ot Shops upon Herſor's 
coming to {.:ppreſs them, the affronts put upon his 
Soldiers by {cornful reproaches and Hiſſings to that 
egrec , that they were aſhamd to March, and 

many Officers, when they went into the City, 
durlt not wear thciz Swords, for fcar of the like ; 
and, whic{ was as nuarcrial as any . that th: Lord 
Mayor and ſeveral Ald-rn«n had had many in- 
effc&ual Treaties with Fleetwood and the Chief of 
the Arn;v 2nd Committce of Safety 3 the City de- 
manding, i{z. mannagement” and conduct of their 
ow: Militia. apd thc inſtant Reſtauration of the 
Pax 1aient. or the calling another, which being 
xet11sd much augmented their diſcontents, Theſe 
were Preparatives to the relitting of part of the 
Co. nous houſe, which ſoon aftcr was invited to 
rcaſlume their tortacr power, Enter next to Ge» 
ncral Monkat Morpeth, the Sword bearcr of Lon- 
din. with a very reſpctul Letter from the Lord 
Mayor and Common Council. Atter this we hear 
of Clargesr's Advice to Mok, to get the Parliament 
Soldicrs remov*'d out of London, and tomarch his 
own men in thither, ſo to be Maſicr of the City, 
with the reaſon laid down, that otherwife he could 
never expect to doany good for his Country: fince in 
all thoſe t1nes it had becn expcrienced,that to whats» 
ever was done at London, where they h:d nine or 
ten thouſand men to juſtihc their aGions, all the relt 
of the Regiments ſubmiitcd Now follow Com» 
miſlioncrs tr'm the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Connon Counci! of London t6 the General, and 
thcur Propofition for the readuifſion of the ſeclus 
ded Mcmbcrs that the Parliament might be made 
full and txrec, Then the difcontented carriage of 
the City, the high debates in thy Common Council 
, about 
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about the Government, and their reſolution to pay 
'nopublick Taxcs, till the Houſe were tilled up with 
equal Repreſentatives. After this the Generals intex- 
celſion to thoſe then of the Commons Houle for a 
mitigation of their Commands 14id on him, among, 
cther ſcvecrities, to take down LonJons Gatcs and 
Portcullices, for this rcaſon,- that ſuch {vere acting 
would highly incenſe the City, and the Conplt- 
ment of thanks, to pleaſe the Lord Mayor and Ale 
dermen , ſent them from the Houſe tor their mode- 
ration in that time of diforder in the City, But 
to cloſe a!l with a ſutable inſtance, Clargrs's Coun» 
{] to General Mok, to endeavour the tpeedy r&- 
covery ot the City's good opinion, almott luit by 
his rough actings therein jult betore, brings up the 
rear, whh the ctictual reprefentation he made him 
of the ill Conſcquences ot his-proccedings in Lox - 
don, and the prevalent motives, urgent reaſons, and 
good grounds laid down by him, to bzck his Ad- 
vice. * As, that the influence the City had by come» 
* merce, and other Occalions, all over England, 
* would quickly diffuſe the Intamy of the Fact : And 
*all the Citics and Towns would be alarm'd, belicy+ 
© ing, if that greatCity (ſhould be made a Village, 
© that all their Franchiſcs and Priviledges would be 
* quickly ſubverted. So that he had no way to re 
*deem his Reputation, but the very next morning, 
f coxcturn into the City with his Army, and declare 
* for a free Parliament, This Counlcl preſently tol- 
lowed terminated in a ſuccelstul event, and very 
happy to King and Kindgdom, by the Miraculous 
Reliauration of his moſt gracious Majeſty, Charles 
the Second, to his Patrimonial inheritance, and the 
Throne of his Father. 

Thus have I multer*d up my Evidences in Ragk 
and File, all which conjoyn'd, like the old Countyy- 
Aa 4 man's 


( 360 ) 


man's rods in the Fable bound up together in one 
bundle,will make doubtleſs a very convincingArgu- 
"ment of the great power and influence London had 
upon the Nation in this grand turn of the Times, I 
ſha}l therefore leave it.to the Reader to make ſuta- 
ble remarks thereon, it being fo obvious to an 
unprejudic'd Perſon, that great was the encourage. 
ment General Monk, and his Officers receiv'd from 
London, conſiderable was the hope and confidence 
he put therein , when he undertook fo Heroick 
an Enterpriſe, as the trecing his poor Country from 
the Tyranical exorbitancics of the unruly Sol- 
dicrs, and thought of marching vp thither in 
Arms with all convenient ſpced to that end and 
mott highly advantagious to his Deſigns was 
the * unanimous concurrence of this great , 
honourable, and powerful City, which was not fo 
furiouſly rafh, preſently to attempt to run down 
the encroachers upon their dearly belov'd Liber- 
ties, when they might with greater caſe, and as 
eftcEtually, gently walk them down, as a certain 
Perfon is faid to have expreſs'd it on a much later 
Occation, The City petition*'d and addreſs'd, and 
ſhe was follow'd by the Country :. She waited a 
while with patience, and the ſccluded Members, 
that were choſen in forty, and from forty eight 
kept out of the houſe till fifty nine , for almoſt 
twelve years ſpace, were refior'd in peace and qui» 
etneſs, though under ſome few Obligations 3 And 
ſo there was again the face of a Houſe of Com- 
mons : Being reſtor'd, they diflolv'd themſelves 
in a ſhort time after, to make way for another al- 
ſcmbly, call'd a Parliament, though ſome thought 
in thoſe times that the Parliament of Forty had 
been difſolv'd long before by his late Majeſties death, 
and ſo might haply think this a negdlcls —. 
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Tt being moſt certain, that that Parliament ow'd 
its beginning to the Kings Writ, although its con- 
tinuance was thought to depend on the continu- 
ing AQ, as long as the King liv'd. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding the Houſe of Commons had aQuually dif- 
ſolv*d themſclves, and it was become the receiv'd 
opinion that the Parliament of Forty was in Law 
diſlolv*d betore upon the old Kings death, the next 
Aſſembly , Stylo Communi Parliament, would not 
barcly ſtick to either of theſe ways, but thought 
good likewiſe themſelves, by vertue of their Au- 
thority to declare that Parliament of Forty dif- 
folvd. Whether or no they thought, that the bare 
Act of a lingle houſe of Commons, without King 
and Lords, could not in Law be took for a formal 
Repeal of the former continuing Act , made by 
King, Lords, and Commons joyntly, and fo reject- 
& it, as really infignificant in its ſelf, though 
made uſe of for the time 3 and out of a Cautious 
foreſight dreaded ſome ill conſequences attending 
the receiv*d opinion, | of the long Parliaments be- 
ing diſſolv'd by the Kings death, whether or no the 
continuing At were formally repeal'd by as good 
Authority as made it |] left thence in time, no bo* 
dy knows when, occalion might be taken to ar- 
gue, that if a Kings death repeals one unlimited 
AQ, it may likewiſe on the ſame ground vacate all 
by him made, and fo, by affirming the ſame of all 
other Pririces fince the firſt William, a foundation 
might be laid for the Introduction of Arbitrary 
Power, when evil minded Pretenders are abſo= 
lute enough to attempt it with hopes of Impuni- 
ty, I pretend* not to determine. For I remember 
my ſelf tobea Relater of matters of Fad , not a 
Reader of 'Law Caſes, 


Therefore I proceed to acquaint the Rebley, 
; that 
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that that Aſſembly ( though call'd without the 
Kings Writ , yet by his Majeſty afterwards moſt 
Graciouſly own'd and acknowledg'd for a Parlia- 
ment) thought it fitting and convenient , to des 
| Clare and ena&, *© that the Parliament begun and 
© holden at Weſtminſter the third day of November, in 
*the fixteenth year of the Reign of the Late King 
© Charles ot bleſſed Memory, is tully diſſolved and 
© dettrm;ined. They are the words of the Act to be 
ſcen in the Statute-book, Cap. 1, 12 Car. 2+ This 
was the Aſſembly that bleſſed us with bis Majelties 
actual Reftauration, towards which there had been 
made {o many ſteps a little betore by the Loyal No- 
bility, Gentry, and Commonalty ot the Land, and 
the Worthy Citizens of thisHonourablcCity : Whoſe 
publick Reception , and Triumphant Cavalcade 
through the City of London to White- hall was very 
remarkable, for the ſplendid appearance of the Cis 
tizens to condut him , the Gallantry ſhewn by 
them on ſo acceptable a Solemnity , and the many 
demonſtrations of joy and gladneſs they gave him, 
worthy themſelves, and that glorious day, which 
they had ſo long expe&ed, and contributed fo much 
of their affiſtance to haſten, For which 1 havea 
paſſage or two more to produce, beſides what hath 
been already brought. For the firſt, out of the ſup- 
plement to Baker, I quote his Majeſties moſt Gra- 
cious Letter, To his Truſty and well belov'd, the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Cound 
of the City of Landon, wherein he Honourably ac- 
knowledges the publick and frequent Maniteliati- 
ons of their affections to him, and the Encourage 
ment and good Example they gave-the Nation to 
aflert the Ancient Government , and thereupon 
concludes with large Promiſes of Extraordinary 
kindneſs to this his Native City, to the Renewal 
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of their Charter, Confirmation of all priviledges 
ranted by his Predeccſſors, and the adding of new 
—_ to advance the Trade Wealth and Honour 
thereof. The next is a Commemoration of the Ci- 
ties Joyful Reſcntment of this Letter, and the Kings 
Declaration enclos'd in it, as it was waSExprelſs'd by 
the Grateful Duty of the Common-Council, who 
immediately, upon the reading of them, ordered a 
Preſent of Ten thouſand Pounds to be made to His 
Majeſty, and a thouſand pounds to cach of his Bro» 
thers : And likewiſe deputed ſeveral of the Alders 
men and worthy Citizcrs to attend upon His 
Majeſty from the City, with a Preſentment of their 
molt Dutiful acknowledgments for his Clemency 
and Goodneſs towards thum. Sodclirous were they 
to give him the greateſt demonſtrations of their 
affection and Loyalty bcfore his Return , and Ju» 
dicioully Wiſe, as wel! as Loyal, to ſet all parts of 
the Nation a good Example to imitate inarcady 
manitc/tation of their Duty and Allegiance to him 
after his Return, Neithcr in this would they be 
bebind hand with any of them all. For the City 
of London, as being the firſt, the richeſt , and molt 
Honourable, and the Seat of Kings for many ages, 
might Judge it (elf oblig'd (as the Supplementer 
mlnuates ) in point of duty and Reputation, to cx - 
cecd all the reſt in the Glory of their performances 
towards their Soveraign, But whatever the Ci-» 
tizens did think of the Obligation on either fide, 
certain enough It is, that the reiterated expreſſions 
of their Loyalty to the King were Honouradle, 
and Meritorious to the highelt degree. For to 4he 
ſplendor of their former Preparations at his firſt 
Reccption and Triumphal Entrance , they addcd 
the colt of a moſt magniticent Entertainment at 
Luild-hal, (for that very, purpoſe richly beautiticd 
and 
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and adorned) whither the King, his two Brother, 
the Lords of the Privy Council, the two Houſe 
of Parliament, and the chief Officers of Stare were 
condudted ( July the fitth, 1660.) in great Pony 
by the Lord Mayor, and the Grandees of the City 
and treated in a Royal manner with the choiceſte 
Dclicacics, with excellent Mufick , and whatever 
elſe could be thought on, or delightful for fo Illufs 
rious an Afﬀembly, As if the Citizens thoughtit 
not cnough to entertain the King, but for hisſake 
were reſolv'd to put themſelves to the charge of 
gratifying others for their Loyalty, Where's noy 
the Man can bring mea parallcl hereto? Generl 
Monk appear'd, and London concur'd , and then 
the Houſe of Commons of the Parliament of fort 


Is immediately reviv'd, 2 face of the Ancient Go+ | 


vernment reſtor'd, a new Parliamentary Afembly 
calPd, the King ſent for home to enjoy his Father 
Throne, and moſt peactably ſettled therein with 
out thc noiſe of War, or the crics of. the wounded 
in our ſtreets. A Miraculous ecffc& of the Cities 
iufluence. For what partsof the Land are fo incon- 
fidcrate to oppoſe, when London is engag'd andre- 
folv'd ? Former Examples may teach them future 
wiſdom. | 

Theſe having been the neceſſary preparatives, 
ſixty one, on Saint Georges day, April the 23 
comes the Kings Coronation, ( the faireſt dayex: 
cept the Preceding , in which he made his Cant 
cade through London, the Nation enjoy'd both 
before and after, if the ſupplementcrs Obſervation 
be well grounded , notwithſtanding it began t 


Thunder and Lighten very ſmartly towards tic] 


end of Dinner time, ) and ſoon after that another 
weeting of King, Lords, and Commons at We 
min/ler, whither the Kinzs Writs had  ” 
| { 
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them.to make a New Parliament, the former A(- 
ſmbly having bcen difſoly'd the December before 

his Majeſties Order and Command. How ac- 
ceptable the Actions of that Aſſembly were to City 
and Country hath been hinted before, and the 
concurrence of the King, when relior'd, was not 
wanting to Authorize their proccedings 3 yet this 
new Aſſembly , notwithſtanding , thinking the 
manner of it's Aſſembling not tobe drawn into 
Example , and that therewas ſome detect, as to 
the neceſſary point of Legality, in the Statutes 
thenmade, or at leaſt defirous toremove all doubts, 
fears and ſcruples about them, would not let fc- 
veral of thoſe Acts paſs without being formally 
tified, and confirm'd anew by it's own Authori- 


ty. And therefore conſequently, not truſting to 


the receiv'd opinion of the diſſolution of the Par- 
liament of forty by the late Kings Death, nor re- 
lying on the Houſe of Commons Ack to diſlolve 
themſelves in fifty nine, nor the diſſolution of the 
Lords and Commons in fixty, another Dcciaratt- 
on was made in the point, in theſe word. To the 
end, that no Man hereafter may Le miſled into any ſedi» 
tious or unquiet demeanor, out of an opinion that the Par- 
liament begun and held at Weſtminſter pon the third day 
of November, in the year of our Lord, one thouſand ſo 
bundred and forty, is yet in being, which is undoubteds= 
ly diſſolved and determined, and ſo is hereby Declared 
and Adjudged to be fully Diſſolved and Determined, 
And it was furthcr Enacted, by the fame Authori- 
ty, That if any Perſon or Perſons at any time after 
the four and twentieth day of June, in the year of our 


| Lord , one thouſand fix hundred ſixty and one, (hall 


Malitiouſly and Adviſedly, by Writing , Printing, 
Preaching, or other Speakine, Expreſs, Publiſh, Utter, 
Declare or affirm, that the Parliameut begun at Welt + 
mnntkier 
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minſter »pon the third day of November, in the yea 
of our L'rd , one thouſand fix hundred and forty, ii 
not yet diſſolved, or is nit yet determined , or that it 
ought to be in being , or hath yet any continuance 
Exiſtence, that then-every ſuch Perſon and Perſons ſo ut 
aforeſaid offending ſhall incur the danger and. penalty 
of a Premunire mentioned in a Statute made in the 
ſixteenth year of the Reign of King Richard the ſe, 
cond, 

Thus then were all diſputcs upon this point ef 
{cctually ſtil'd and ſupprefs'd by this Authority and 
. Command of King, Lords and Commons, and 
the greatncſs ot the penalty incur'd by the perſon 
offending , which amounts to no leſs than tobe 
put out of the Kings Protcction , and have his 
Lands and Tenements, Goods and Chattels, for- 
feited to the King , and his Body Attach'd, if to 
be tound , and brought before the King and hiz 
Council, there to Anſwer the premiſes, or that 
proceſs be made againſt him by Premunire factas, 
and if xcturn'd non eff tmventus, than to be Out- 
taw'd. ; 

Next I proceed toobſcrve, that *twas Petitioning 
and addrcfſing,cthat prepar'd the way for HisMajcliies 
Relſtauration, and therctore doubtleſs the remen* 
brance thercot ſhould be always gratcful and a& 
ccptable tothe Loyal. Such preparatorics to great 
turns and changes being alwaics pretcrrable to the 
other rougher methods ot drawn Swords and load- 
cd Piliols, which are the gencral effects of Civil 
Broils and Commotions, while theſe arc the ratj: 
onal reſults of Wiſdom ard Prudence. 

With the King was that part of the Engliſh 
Clergy likewiſe refior'd , which appropriates to 
i felf the name * of the Church of England 
A Term tnuch gloricd in by many, as it = but 
/ thc 
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themſelves were the conſtitutive parts thereof, and 
which ſome now adays pretend freer from Ambigu= 
ity than the more general Name of Protcltants. 
What we undcritand by that Term we know very 
wal, and arc not aſham'd thereof, Yet, by the 
way, I don't think but *tis as lyable to exceptions, 
where Cavils take place, as the other tit'c of Pro- 
teſtants, fo much of late turn'd into ridicule by 
ſome few pretenders to wit and ſenſe above the 
vulgar- For it by Church we underſtand barely 
an Aſſembly of Men met together in one place, 
then doubtleſs , without any incongruity , it may 
be applicd to many a civil meeting of Men toge- 
ther about their own private concerns. It by 
Church we mean a ſociety of Men conjoyo'd in 
Spiritual dutics, or the Ordinances of Divine Wor. 
hip, then I hope it will be no Soleciſm in common 
Speech to afhrm, many of the Diflenters meetings 
may reaſonably lay claim to the Name. _ And it a 
due Celebration ot the Sacraments will make a 
Church, why then may not the Denomination as 
well bclong tq ſome private Conventicles , as to 
the publick Oratorics ? If it "ſhould denote ons 
ly the Aſſociation of many diliin& Aſſemblies un- 
der the ſame Eccleſiaſtical Government ,, what 
ſhould hinder the Preſbiterians from enjoying the 
Title in thoſe places , where they are allowed to 
exerciſe their power in Clathcal, Provincial, or 
National Synods ? Which Power they once Excre 
cisd in England publickly within the Memory of 
Man, But it the Law of the Land makes the 
difference, and the eltabliſhed Government of the 
Country in Ecclctiaſtical aftairs , as with us in 
England, then 1 am apt to beleive this Expreſſion, 
the Churchot England, is not without it's Ambig- 


uities, ang may be a denomination comprehenhive. 


of 
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of Men of as many different modes and forms, ay 
ſome would fain have us think the word Protefiant 
admits of. 

Heretofore at the firſt planting of the Goſpel in 
this Iſle among the Britains, we may call it the 
Britiſh Church. When Auſtin the Monk came 
in, bringing with him the Cuttoms and Ceremo- 
nies of the Church of Rome, and introduc'd them 
among the converted Saxons, then we.may term 
it the Romiſh Church. When the Monks and Fry- 
ers, like the Frogs in Egypt , had over-ſpread the 
whole face of the Land, then we may give it the 
Epithite of Monkiſl» In ſuccecding Generations, 
when Popery was arriv'd to its height, we may 
name it the Popiſh Church. In King Edward the 
ſixth days it may properly be called Reformed, 
Under the Marian Perſecution *twas certainly Po- 
piſh. "Queen Elizabeth brought back the Reformed 
Religion pnder an Epiſcopal. Government , and 
theretore I venture to give it the Name of the Re- 
tormed Epiſcopal Church. A little before the late 
Wars, when the Hierarchy was arriy'd at its high» 
eſt pitch of Pomp and Grandeur by the Laxdean 
principlesand practifes3 It was certainly then Pre- 
latical, In the late times *twas once the Presbyteri- 
an, then the Independent Church, and other Sc&a- 
ries were puting in a pace for a ſhare, and then, had 
they ſucceeded, 'it might have been, without much 
impropricty, entitled to the Epithite of Fanatical 
King Charles brought back the Biſhops, and fo now 
*tis again Epiſcopal. Should Popery come in , it 
would be Popiſh. Were there any likelihood of 
ſo great an Impoſſibility , as the prevalency of Ju. 
daiſmm, then it would be the Fewiſh Church, If M# 
bomets Religion, which hath bcen publickly profels'd 
in the Pulpit preferable to Presbiterianfm , wv 
might 
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mig he it not be allow'd the Title' of Mibometan ? 
And if we (ſhould revert to the Ancient Barbarity, 
where would the impropricty be, ſhould we term 
it the Heatheniſh Church ? For the Heathcens here - 
tofore had the thing, though not. the Name, 
Temples inltcad of Churches, and bloody Giele 
fices to make up the greateſt part of their Dee 
votion. 

What a fine Company then of different Epi- 
thitcs, of different fignihcations, would theſe be 
for an impcrtinent Caviller to prefix before that (0 
much applaud*d exprefſion, the Church of Eng - 
Ind, in reply to his impertinence; that would per- 
ſwade timple ignorant people, that they know not 
what they fay, when they call themſelves Prote- 
ſtants? Britilh , Romiſh, Monkiſh, Popiſh, Reform - 
&d, Epiſcopal, Prelatical, Presbyterian, Indepens 
dent, Fanatical, Jewiſh, Mahometan, Heathenith, 
and what not ? To ſuch a tine paſs would people 
once be brought, when they fall tro wrangling a» 
bout words and terms, at the ſame time, that 
they know one anothers meaning we!l enough, 
yct will pretend not to underſtand eachother : We 
may have haply reaſon enough to approve of, ard 
glory in the Name of Church of England - men, 
though not perhaps in ſuch a reſtrained fenſle, as 
{ome do, yet our grounds, without all peradvens 
ture, are as good to apply to our (clves the glort- 
ous Title ot Proteſtants, and we can as properly dis 
fiinguiſh our ſelves th. reby trom Papitts, as if we 
term'd our ſelves only Sons of the Church of Eng- 
land; under this conftideration, that Proteitants at 
hrit were (auch, Baker tells us, as madc a Protcfia« 
tion in defence ot their Doctrine, and now we 
are ſuch as protclt ayainlt Popery and Sla* 
Very. Bb 
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But to return, how contributory this Honour- 
able City was to his Majeſtics Reſtauration, and 
how Loyally affeQtionate her Citizens ſhew'd them- 
ſclves tohim before and after , hath been already 
inſtanced : Let us then in the next place take a 
ſhort tranſient view of hcr a&ions, and the ac- 
cidents hapning, to her , undcr King Charles the 
ſecond , and ſee whither ſhe hath not continued 
ftill the ame, as of old, a City of high Renown, 
Fame and Power, and of great ſway and influence 
all over the Kingdom. 

Firſt then let us conſider her misfortunes, that 
we may the better contemplate (her glories. In 


lixty two her Pariſhes loſt many of their beloved 


Paſtors in that great ejection of publick Miniſters, 
among whom were ſome that had declar'd in Print 
againſt the pretended high Court of Juſtice in 
the time of his Late Majeltics Tryal. In lixty five 
the great Plague ſwept away her Citizens by 
thouſands, tens of thouſands, and ſcores of thou- 
ſands. In ſixty fix the fire burn'd almoli all the 
Remainder out of Houſe and home, and laid ina 
manner the, whole City in Aſhes : So that, it e* 
ver, ſhe ſeem'd then near to a very diſmal Catalt- 
rophe. And yet we ſce nuw Providence hath. deli- 
vered her out of theſe her Calamitics, and he is 
become more glorious than ever in the Eyesof the 
Nation, The number of her Citizens is fo cn» 
creas'd, and her lireets fill'd with ſuch multitudes 
of people paſſing to and fro, that thoſe who dyed 
In the ſickneſs are neither miſs'd nor wanted. The 
fire hath made ſuch a Reformation within her Walls, 
and the new buildings, publick and private, have 
been rais'dup, to the admiration of all, in ſo ſmall 
a fpace of time,and.in. ſo pompous and ſtately a form, 
that ſhe may be thought , like the old Phenix bus 
ning 
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ning in herneſt of odoxiferous Spices, only to haye 
ſhaken off her old decay'd feathers by the tire, and 
out of hex own Aſhes , Phenix like, to have riſen 
up with more Splendor and Gallantry than ever, 

Come we now tothe late Diſcovery of the Grand 
Popiſh Plot, and the times ſucceeding, and therein 
alſo we meet with inftances of Londons influence 
and Authority with the reft of the Nation. She 
guarded her ſelf with her own Arms, and how ſoon 
was ſhe follow'd in other places? After the difſo- 
lution of ſome of the National Aﬀemblies, (which 
we Engliſh men call Parliaments, and firmly belcive 
the greateſt liberty of the ſubjet'to confilt therein) 
upon a new choice, when her Citizens made a 
publick promiſe to their choſen Repreſentatives, 
that they would ſtand by tacm with cheir lives and 
fortunes : Such a Copy was ſect the Nation, that 
moſt places firove to imitate it,and theExample was 
as influential, as when before, upon the Cities 
Petitioning for the ſitting of one of thoſe before 
mention'd Parliaments, Petitions of the ſame na- 
turecame thronging in amain from ſevcral parts of 
the Land in imitation» 

Look we now upon the City, and ſee how intent 
the eyes of the Nation are hixt upon her aQions, 
and the great conteſt about the Sheriffs, How all 
the Land ſeems concern'd on one fide or the 0+ 
ther, and think their own well-fare wrapt up in 
her ſecurity, Such follicitouſneſs of a whole Na- 
tion for one particular City muſt certainly denote 
ſome what extraordinary thercin: And what is 
it, can more interctt the Nation in hcr concerns, 
than” the great Influence *tis kaown ſhe has upon 
all their grand affairs, be they more or lcls pub- 
lick ? Even the very buſineſs of the Qro Iarranto, 


noi depending, will adminiſter an intiance of her 
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Power and Greatneſs, How do all now fland 
ready waiting the Event, depending upon her 
ſucceſs, or ready to follow her fate? , When the 
Writ was brought againſt her Charter, how great 
was the Expectation of thc people, and their long- 
ings to know what would be the Ifſuc ? Some Re. 
ſign'd, but when London appear'd to Stand up in 
her own Vindication, what a ſtop was there put to 
Refignations, and how rare have been ſurrenders 
ſince ? Moſt ſeem now ready to defend themſclves 
by Law 3 Nay, Oxford hath pitch'd upon the ſan 
way and mcthod with London: Whereas had this 
Honourable City , bit ſurrcnder'd calmly anl 
quictly, *tis a queſtion whither any would have ſtood 
out , or whether rather all Towns and Corporas 
tions would not have (trove to have out-run each 
other to the Throne of Majetty, there to have made 
an intire Reſignation of all their Charters , Li: 
tertics, Priviledges and Franchiſes, notwithftand- 
ing the hazard they might have run, by diſſolving 
their Ancient Corporations, to have loſt back all 
the Eſtates, given to them as Corporate bodies, 
to the Donors Heirs, ſitable to the Reply ſaid to 
be made to the Eurgeſſes of a Certain Corporation, 
when they ask'd advice in the Caſe, 

Such having been the influences of the City of | or- 
don all along upon the Nation, and ſuch the undcnt- 
able proofs thereof, what then remains, but that we 
mult necds acknowledge and confeſs her to be a City 
mott Triumphant ? Triumphant in the Antiqui- 
ty of her Foundation, the continuance of her an- 
cient renown, and the Glorious Acts of her Ct 
tizens : Triumphant in the Freedom of her Pri 
vilcdges, the Honourable reſpect thewn her Magl- 
ſtratcs,and theCombined irengrh of her Commonalty: 
Triutt 
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Triumphant in the Prevalency of her Power , 
Victorious ſucceſs of her Arms, and unavoidable 
Deſtruction of her Enemies. Let us therefore 
with an united conſent proſtrate our ſelves be« 
fore the Throne of Grace with this Petitionary 
requeſt, that ſhe may continue ever fixt and uns» 
movable in her Duty to the Almighty, firm in 
her Loyalty to the King, and fecure in an un- 
interrupted enjoyment ot her juſt Rights, Liber- 
ties, Priviledges and Franchiſes : A Prayer, where- 
to I doubt not but every Loyal Engliſh Man, and 
heneſt well meaning Citizen will readily from his 
heart ſay, Amen, 


— ” 


The Courteous Reader is defir'd ro parden the faults, that have 
_ eſcap'd through inadvertency, either. in pointing or ſpeſhng, 
-; and. with hrs pen to mend the followang Erraa, a the 
- more material ones. 
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p-151.1.6.r. added. p.163.L.10.4.his. p.164-4. 15.7. quieter. E187, 
with. [.32.r.badge. p.167.1.6.r.was. p.168-1.11.r. accurs'd. [ 20.7, 
barbicanes. p.170./.8.r,who. p.172..10.r.fort.l 11.r.plac'd. p.17 
[.3.r.annates. p.175.4.2.r.prejudicial.{.22.7.In. p. 176.4.2 dn 
þ-178,/.15. the fam'd. p.18 1.1, 1o.demeanours. p.185, 1. 24.7.6 
qually. p.203.l. 13.r.than. p.21 5.4.33-r.i0. p.241-1.2.r.01d-p.242h.1, 
7.formally. {.27.r.meet. p. 248.1.8. and from. d.and. p: 250.4.7.r, 
culling, p. 252.1. 32.r. unwitting. p. 2531. 26.r.joynt. p.255-1.24-r, 
for an. p.262:1.23.r.Planer-like. p.253.1.28.r. Baſons. p-26 5.4.11. 
r.(eries. p.266.1.30.31.r.Parliament men's. p.273.1.8.r.ſprung, p. 
277-111. at. 245. p.284.1.33.r. wears. p.288.1.12.7. Gore þ 
250. 1.5. madea. da. 1.26.r. thoſe. [.30.r. fourteen. p.291.1 14-1, 
Poet Bayes's.{.28.r.one or other. p.2923. {:5.r.the Age. p.294-.9.r. 
all the. p.298 {.11.r.Robbery./.34.r.Hiſtorical. p.z04.1.10.r.Infor- 
marions. /,1g.r.this.p.z05.4.8.r,brake. l. 10.r.Battel. p.306.1.13.7. 
their opinions. /.25.r.benefft. /.:4.r.ſrengrh. p.307.1.12.7.Obfer- 
vers. p.zo8.L.29.r:aftet Towton Bartel. p.31 1.4.1 3.r.and.p.312-1.14. 
d.had.p.344-1.33-r.choſen. {. 36.9. ,as. p.315.1.1.r.vigilance of the 
diſcerning. /.10.r.depart. p.315.1.11.r.theſe her declared. p.1 15. 
{.7.r.dwert. p.320-4.1.r, Hiſtorian. {.14.r. anothers cauſe. L21.r. 
hcv-4.29-K08-Þ-322-429.y;humour. p. 325.1. 3.ad.the. L. 1 r.r.Bury 
}-3g 5-4.26.r.blaz'd abroad. L. 34.r. Parts. p:340.1.3.r.little. p.355. 
[. Et any. p.353./.21.y, neithcr then. p.35 5./.20.r. Declaration, 
There may poſlibly be found herc and there a word or Letter 
redundant and deficient, which upon the review have been let 
pals without a Mark, but *tis hop'd none have paſ'd unobſerv'd, 
which may prove injurious co the ſence, or juſtly occaſion any * 
miftake, but whatan ordinary Reader may eafily ſee and Corre&, 
a confidence in whoſe candour and _d nature 1s doubtleſs 4 
far better Apology in this caſe «chan to lay the blame at othes* 4. 
mens doors, . 
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